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To  His  Excellency,  Spiro  T.  Agnew,  Governor  of  Maryland: 

To  The  Honorable.  The  General  Assembly  of  Maryland: 

To  The  Honorable,  The  Delegates  To  The  Constitutional  Convention 
OF  Maryland  of  1967-1968: 

To  The  People  of  Maryland: 

On  behalf  of  the  Constitutional  Convention  of  Maryland  of  1967-1968,  I 
have  the  honor  to  present  this  volume  showing  in  parallel  columns  a  section-by- 
section  comparison  of  the  present  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Maryland  adopted 
originally  in  1867  and  amended  many  times  since,  with  the  proposed  Constitution 
of  1968  adopted  by  the  Constitutional  Convention  on  January  10,  I968. 

Although  the  proposed  Constitution  was  rejected  by  the  people  at  the  special 
election  held  on  May  14,  1968,  so  that  the  Constitution  of  1867  remains  in  effect, 
nevertheless  a  useful  purpose  will  be  served  by  this  detailed  comparison  of  the  two 
constitutions.  The  consensus  of  opinion  is  that  there  were  many  provisions  of  the 
proposed  Constitution  which,  if  presented  separately,  would  have  been  adopted  by 
the  people  and  the  fact  remains  that  the  present  Constitution  is  still  very  much  in 
need  of  a  thoroughgoing  revision.  In  recognition  of  this  fact,  a  special  legislative 
committee  on  constitutional  revision  appointed  by  the  Legislative  Council  is  pres- 
ently conducting  a  study  of  constitutional  revision  by  means  of  legislatively  pro- 
posed amendments.  This  volume  comparing  the  present  and  the  proposed  Constitu- 
tions will  be  of  considerable  help  to  this  and  other  committees  of  the  General  As- 
sembly, to  other  interested  groups  and  to  the  people  of  the  State  of  Maryland 
generally. 

Obviously,  a  comparison  of  two  documents  as  dissimilar  in  many  respects, 
and  particularly  in  structure  and  form,  as  the  present  Constitution  and  the  pro- 
posed Constitution  of  1968  has  presented  many  difficulties  and  in  some  instances 
an  exact  comparison  in  parallel  columns  has  been  impossible.  Nevertheless,  the 
attempt  has  been  made  and  it  is  believed  that  the  resulting  product  has  been  worth 
the  effort. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION 
OF  MARYLAND  OF  1967-1968 

H.  Vernon  Eney 

President 
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PREFACE 

This  volume  is  in  t\^'0  parts.  Part  I  presents  a  comparison  of  the  present  Constitution 
of  the  State  of  Mar}'land  with  the  Constitution  proposed  by  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion of  1967-I968.  The  present  Declaration  of  Rights  and  Constitution  is  printed 
section  by  section  seriatim  in  the  left  column  of  pages  1  to  116.  In  the  right  column 
of  these  same  pages  directly  opposite  those  provisions  of  the  present  Declaration  of 
Rights  or  Constitution  with  w^hich  they  correspond  are  set  forth  the  pro\'isions  of  the 
proposed  Constitution  of  I968.  In  Part  II  of  this  volume  comprising  pages  117  to  225, 
the  converse  arrangement  is  followed,  that  is,  the  entire  text  of  the  proposed  Consti- 
tution of  1968  is  printed  section  by  section  seriatim  in  the  left  column  and  in  the  right 
column  directly  opposite  are  set  forth  the  corresponding  provisions  of  the  present  Decla- 
ration of  Rights  and  Constitution.  In  an  appendix  comprising  pages  226  to  233  are 
printed  those  sections  of  the  present  Constitution  which  have  no  counterpart  in  the 
proposed  Constitution  and  deal  with  a  subject  matter  not  dealt  with  in  the  proposed 
Constitution. 

Because  the  proposed  Constitution  of  1968  is  arranged  differently  from  the  present 
Constitution,  the  sections  of  the  proposed  Constitution  as  printed  in  the  right  column 
of  Part  I  do  not  appear  in  numerical  order.  Nevertheless,  the  article  numbers  of  the 
various  sections  of  the  proposed  Constitution  have  not  been  printed  in  the  right  column 
of  Part  I  because  the  numbering  system  used  in  the  proposed  Constitution  of  1968  readily 
identifies  the  article  in  which  each  section  is  included,  inasmuch  as  the  first  digit  to  the 
left  of  the  decimal  point  in  each  section  number  is  the  number  of  the  article  in  which 
the  section  is  included. 

There  are  many  provisions  in  the  present  Constitution  which  have  no  counterpart  in 
the  proposed  Constitution.  In  these  instances,  the  space  in  the  right  column  of  Part  I 
opposite  the  section  of  the  present  Constitution  for  which  there  is  no  corresponding  pro- 
vision in  the  proposed  Constitution  of  1968  is  left  blank.  In  other  instances,  the  subject 
matter  of  one  section  of  the  present  Constitution  may  be  covered  by  several  sections  of  the 
proposed  Constitution.  In  these  cases,  the  se\'eral  sections  of  the  proposed  Constitution 
are  printed  opposite  the  corresponding  section  of  the  present  Constitution.  This  accounts 
for  the  blank  spaces  which  appear  from  time  to  time  in  the  left  column  of  Part  I.  As 
noted  below,  such  of  those  sections  of  the  present  Constitution  as  have  no  counter- 
part in  the  proposed  Constitution  of  1968  and  deal  with  a  subject  matter  not  dealt  with 
at  all  in  the  proposed  Constitution  of  1968  are  also  printed  in  an  appendix  to  Part  II 
on  pages  226  to  233. 

Because  of  the  different  arrangement  of  the  two  Constitutions,  there  are  many 
instances  in  which  material  included  in  one  section  of  the  present  Constitution  is 
covered  or  referred  to  in  several  sections  of  the  proposed  Constitution  and  these  sections 
of  the  proposed  Constitution  also  refer  in  turn  to  provisions  contained  in  se\'eral  sections 
of  the  present  Constitution.  Rather  than  print  the  sections  of  the  proposed  Constitution 
more  than  once  in  the  right  column  of  Part  I,  cross-references  are  used  in  each  instance 
where  a  section  of  the  proposed  Constitution  is  pertinent  to  a  provision  of  the  present 
Constitution,  but  the  pertinent  section  of  the  proposed  Constitution  has  already  been 
printed  earlier  in  the  right  column  of  Part  I. 

There  are  also  sections  of  the  proposed  Constitution  of  1968  which  have  no  counter- 
part in  the  present  Constitution.  These  sections  are  printed  in  the  right  column  of  Part  I 
at  the  end  of  each  pertinent  article  of  the  present  Constitution.  Thus,  for  example,  follow- 
ing the  Declaration  of  Rights  of  the  present  Constitution  as  printed  in  Part  I,  on  page  10 
in  the  right  column  will  be  found  Sections  I.06  and  1.10  of  the  proposed  Constitution, 
neither  of  which  has  any  exact  counterpart  in  the  present  Constitution.  Similarly,  follow- 
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ing  the  end  of  Article  II  of  the  present  Constitution  as  printed  in  Part  I,  Sections  4.03, 
4.04,  4.06,  4.07,  4.08,  4.11,  4.26,  4.27  and  4.28  of  the  proposed  Constitution  are  printed 
in  the  right  column  on  pages  20  to  23,  inclusive;  following  the  end  of  Article  III  of 
the  present  Constitution  as  printed  in  Part  I,  Sections  3.05,  3.06,  3.08  and  6.16  of  the 
proposed  Constitution  are  printed  in  the  right  column  on  pages  46  and  47;  following 
the  end  of  Article  IV  of  the  present  Constitution  as  printed  in  Part  I,  Sections  5.16,  5.17, 
5.18,  5.19,  5.20  and  5.21  of  the  proposed  Constitution  are  printed  in  the  right  column 
on  pages  75,  76  and  77;  following  the  end  of  Article  VI  of  the  present  Constitution  as 
printed  in  Part  I,  Section  4.21  of  the  proposed  Constitution  is  printed  on  page  83; 
following  the  end  of  Article  XI-D  of  the  present  Constitution  as  printed  in  Part  I, 
Sections  7.08  and  7.09  of  the  proposed  Constitution  are  printed  on  page  97;  and  follow- 
ing the  end  of  Article  XV  of  the  present  Constitution  as  printed  in  Part  I,  Sections  9.02, 
9.06,  9.07,  9.08  and  9.09  of  the  proposed  Constitution  are  printed  on  page  110.  None 
of  these  sections  of  the  proposed  Constitution  have  any  counterpart  in  the  present 
Constitution. 

Again,  because  the  arrangement  of  the  two  Constitutions  is  different,  the  present  Con- 
stitution as  printed  in  the  right  column  of  Part  II  does  not  appear  with  its  articles  and 
sections  in  numerical  order.  Each  section  of  the  present  Declaration  of  Rights  is  called 
an  article  rather  than  a  section;  also,  the  numbering  of  the  sections  of  the  present  Consti- 
tution begins  anew  in  each  article,  so  that  there  are  many  sections  of  the  Constitution 
bearing  the  same  number  and  the  section  number  in  itself  gives  no  clue  as  to  the  article 
in  which  it  is  included.  For  this  reason,  it  has  been  necessary  in  printing  the  present 
Declaration  of  Rights  and  Constitution  in  the  right  column  of  Part  II  to  show  the  article 
number  of  the  various  provisions  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights  and  both  the  article  number 
and  section  number  of  the  various  provisions  of  the  present  Constitution.  Where  several 
sections  of  the  same  article  of  the  present  Constitution  appear  in  the  right  column  of 
Part  II  in  numerical  order,  the  article  number  is  not  repeated  because  it  is  obvious  that 
the  successive  sections  are  a  part  of  the  same  article. 

The  present  Constitution  contains  many  detailed  provisions  which  have  no  exact  coun- 
terpart in  the  proposed  Constitution  of  1968  but  which  nevertheless  deal  with  the  same 
subject  matter.  In  these  instances,  the  provisions  of  the  present  Constitution  are  printed 
in  the  right  column  of  Part  II  opposite  the  corresponding  section  of  the  proposed  Con- 
stitution, but,  because  they  are  so  much  more  detailed  and  because  they  frequently  com- 
prise a  number  of  sections,  the  provisions  of  the  present  Constitution  printed  in  the  right 
column  of  Part  II  will  be  much  longer  than  the  corresponding  section  of  the  proposed 
Constitution  printed  in  the  left  column.  This  results  in  considerable  blank  space  in  the 
left  column  of  Part  II.  However,  a  blank  space  in  the  left  column  of  Part  II  opposite 
the  text  of  the  present  Constitution  in  the  right  column  does  not  mean  that  the  section  of 
the  present  Constitution  appearing  in  the  right  column  has  no  counterpart  in  the  proposed 
Constitution;  on  the  contrary,  it  means  that  the  provisions  of  the  present  Constitution 
printed  in  the  right  column  deal  with  the  same  subject  matter  as  does  the  last  prior 
section  of  the  proposed  Constitution,  even  though  this  last  prior  section  of  the  proposed 
Constitution  might  be  printed  in  the  left  column  on  some  preceding  page. 

There  are  many  sections  of  the  present  Constitution  which  not  only  have  no  exact 
counterpart  in  the  proposed  Constitution  of  1968  but  which  deal  with  a  subject  matter 
which  is  not  dealt  with  at  all  in  the  proposed  Constitution  of  1968.  These  sections  are 
not  printed  in  Part  II  of  the  comparison  but  are  included  in  an  appendix  to  Part  II, 
the  appendix  appearing  at  pages  226  to  233.  Although  the  appendix  is  printed  in  two 
columns  to  save  space,  it  will  be  noted  that  this  is  not  a  parallel  column  comparison 
but  instead  is  the  complete  text  of  the  sections  of  the  present  Constitution  which  deal 
with  a  subject  matter  not  dealt  with  in  the  proposed  Constitution  of  1968. 
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Comparison  of  Constitutions 


PART  I 

Comparison  of  Present  Constitution  of  1867 
With  1968  Constitution  Proposed  By  Convention 


In  this  part,  the  complete  text  of  the  present  Constitution  of  1867, 
as  amended  to  date,  is  printed  section  by  section  seriatim  in  the  left 
column  and  the  corresponding  or  comparable  section  of  the  proposed 
Constitution  of  1968  is  printed  directly  opposite  in  the  right  column. 
A  detailed  explanation  of  the  methods  used  in  presenting  this  compari- 
son will  be  found  in  the  Preface  on  pages  xi  and  xii. 


COMPARISON  OF  CONSTITUTIONS 


CONSTITUTION  OF  186: 


DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS. 

We,  the  People  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
grateful  to  Almighty  God  for  our  civil  and 
religious  liberty,  and  taking  into  our 
serious  consideration  the  best  means  of 
establishing  a  good  Constitution  of  this 
State  for  the  sure  foundation  and  more 
permanent    security    thereof,    declare: 

Article  1.  That  all  Government  of 
right  originates  from  the  People,  is  founded 
in  compact  only,  and  instituted  solely  for 
the  good  of  the  whole;  and  they  have,  at 
all  times,  the  inalienable  right  to  alter, 
reform  or  abolish  their  Form  of  Govern- 
ment, in  such  manner  as  they  may  deem 
expedient. 

Art.  2.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Laws  made,  or  which  shall 
be  made,  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all 
Treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made, 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
are,  and  shall  be  the  Supreme  Law  of 
the  State;  and  the  Judges  of  this  State, 
and  all  the  People  of  this  State,  are,  and 
shall  be  bound  thereby;  anything  in  the 
Constitution  or  Law  of  this  State  to  the 
contrary  nothwithstanding. 

Art.  3.  The  powers  not  delegated  to 
the  United  States  by  the  Constitution 
thereof,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or 
to  the  people  thereof. 

Art.  4.  That  the  People  of  this  State 
have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of  regu- 
lating the  internal  government  and  police 
thereof,  as  a  free,  sovereign  and  independ- 
ent State. 

Art.  5.  That  the  Inhabitants  of  Mary- 
land are  entitled  to  the  Common  Law  of 
England,  and  the  trial  by  Jury,  according 
to  the  course  of  that  Law,  and  to  the 
benefit  of  such  of  the  English  Statutes  as 
existed  on  the  Fourth  day  of  July,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  seventy-six;  and  which, 
by  experience,  have  been  found  applicable 
to  their  local  and  other  circumstances,  and 
have  been  introduced,  used  and  practiced 
by  the  Courts  of  Law  or  Equity;  and  also 
of  all  Acts  of  Assembly  in  force  on  the 
first  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-seven ;  except  such  as  may  have  since 
expired,  or  may  be  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions     of     this     Constitution;     subject, 


PROPOSED  CONSTITUTION  OF  1968 


PREAMBLE 

We,  the  people  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
grateful  to  Almighty  God  for  our  civil  and 
religious  freedom,  recognizing  that  all  politi- 
cal power  originates  in  the  people  and  that 
all  government  is  irrstituted  to  secure  their 
right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness, ajid  acknoivledging  our  duty  and  re- 
sponsibility to  posterity,  do  establish  and 
ordain  this  Constitution. 


Section  1.13     Jury  Trial  in  Civil  Cases. 

Every  person  shall  have  the  right  of  trial 
by  jury  of  all  issues  of  fact  in  civil  proceed- 
ings at  law  in  the  courts  of  this  State  where 
the  amount  or  value  in  controversy  exceeds 
the  minimum  that  the  General  Assembly 
may  prescribe  by  law.  The  jury  shall  consist 
of  twelve,  except  that  the  General  Assembly 
may  provide  by  law  for  a  jury  of  not  less 
than  six  nor  more  than  twelve  in  the  District 
Court.  A  unanimous  decision  of  the  jury 
shall  be  required  to  constitute  its  verdict. 

Section     10.02.     Effect    of    Constitution    on 
Existing  Law. 

All   legislation,   including  local   legislation, 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  1867 
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nevertheless,  to  the  revision  of,  and  amend- 
ment or  repeal  by,  the  Legislature  of  this 
State.  And  the  Inhabitants  of  Maryland 
are  also  entitled  to  all  property  derived  to 
them  from,  or  under  the  Charter  granted 
by  His  Majesty  Charles  the  First  to  Caecilius 
Calvert,  Baron  of  Baltimore. 


Art.  6.  That  all  persons  invested  with 
the  Legislative  or  Executive  powders  of 
Government  are  the  Trustees  of  the  Public, 
and,  as  such,  accountable  for  their  conduct: 
Wherefore,  whenever  the  ends  of  Govern- 
ment are  perverted,  and  public  liberty 
manifestly  endangered,  and  all  other  means 
of  redress  are  ineffectual,  the  People  may, 
and  of  right  ought,  to  reform  the  old,  or 
establish  a  new  Government ;  the  doctrine 
of  non-resistence  against  arbitrary  power 
and  oppression  is  absurd,  slavish  and  de- 
structive of  the  good  and  happiness  of  man- 
kind. 

Art.  7.  That  the  right  of  the  People 
to  participate  in  the  Legislature  is  the  best 
security  of  liberty  and  the  foundation  of 
all  free  Government ;  for  this  purpose, 
elections  ought  to  be  free  and  frequent; 
and  every  white  male  citizen,  having  the 
qualifications  prescribed  by  the  Constitu- 
tion,   ought    to   have    the    right   of   suffrage. 


Art.  8.  That  the  Legislative,  Executive 
and  Judicial  powers  of  Government  <)ut;ht 
to    be    forrver    separate    and    distinct    from 


and  all  other  law,  including  common  law,  in 
force  on  June  30,  1968,  insofar  as  it  is  not  in 
conflict  with  this  Constitution,  shall  continue 
in  force  until  it  expires  by  its  own  limitation 
or  is  lawfully  changed.  A  law  in  effect  on 
June  30,  1968,  shall  not  be  deemed  in  con- 
flict with  this  Constitution  solely  because  it 
was  enacted  pursuant  to  authority  granted 
by  a  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  1867  as 
amended.  All  existing  writs,  actions,  suits, 
proceedings,  civil  or  criminal  liabilities,  pros- 
ecutions, judgments,  sentences,  orders,  de- 
crees, appeals,  causes  of  action,  contracts, 
claims,  demands,  property  titles,  and  rights 
shall  continue  unaffected  except  as  modified 
by  law  or  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  this  Constitution. 


Section  2.01.     Voters  in  National,  State,  and 
County  Elections. 

Every  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  has 
attained  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and  who 
has  been  a  resident  of  this  State  for  six 
months  and  of  the  county  in  which  he  offers 
to  vote  for  three  months  next  preceding  an 
election,  shall  be  eligible  to  vote,  and  if  reg- 
istered shall  be  qualified  to  vote  in  that 
county  in  national,  state,  and  county  elec- 
tions. If  any  county  is  divided  into  different 
electoral  districts  or  into  portions  of  different 
electoral  districts  for  the  election  of  any  na- 
tional, state,  or  county  officer,  then,  to  vote 
for  such  an  officer,  a  person  shall  have  been 
a  resident  of  the  electoral  district  for  three 
months  next  preceding  the  election.  Removal 
from  one  electoral  district  to  another  elector- 
al district  in  this  State  shall  not  deprive  a 
person  of  his  qualification  to  vote  in  the  elec- 
toral district  from  which  lie  has  removed 
until  three  months  after  his  retnoval. 

Section  3.01.     Legislative  Power. 

The  legislative  power  of  the  State  shall  be 
vested  in  the  General  Assembly,  which  shall 
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each  other;  and  no  person  exercising  the 
functions  of  one  of  said  Departments  shall 
assume  or  discharge  the  duties  of  any  other. 


Art.  9.  That  no  power  of  suspending 
Laws  or  the  execution  of  Laws,  unless  by, 
or  derived  from  the  Legislature,  ought  to 
be  exercised,  or  allowed. 

Art.  10.  That  freedom  of  speech  and 
debate,  or  proceedings  in  the  Legi.<;lature, 
ought  not  to  be  impeached  in  any  Courl 
of  Judicature. 


Art.  11.  That  Annapolis  be  the  place 
of  meeting  of  the  Legislature;  and  the 
Legislature  ought  not  to  be  convened,  or 
held  at  any  other  place  but  from  evident 
necessity. 

Art.  12.  That  for  redressiof  grievances, 
and  for  amending,  strengthening  and  pre- 
serving the  Laws,  the  Legislature  ought  to 
be  frequently  convened. 
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consist    of    two    houses,    the   Senate   and    the 
House  of  Delegates. 

Section  4.01.     Executive  Power. 

The  executive  power  of  the  State  shall  be 
vested  in  the  governor,  who  shall  faithfully 
execute  the  laws. 

Section  5.01.     Judicial  Power. 

The  judicial  power  of  the  State  shall  be 
vested  exclusively  in  a  unified  judicial  system 
composed  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  the  In- 
termediate Appellate  Court,  the  Superior 
Court,  and  the  District  Court. 


Section  1.01.     Freedom  of  Expression. 

The  people  shall  have  the  right  peaceably 
to  assemble  and  to  petition  the  government 
for  a  redress  of  grievances.  Freedom  of  the 
press  and  freedom  of  speech  shall  not  be 
abridged,  each  person  remaining  responsible 
for  abuse  of  those  rights. 

Section  3.14.    Immunity. 

Words  used  by  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  any  of  its  proceedings,  including 
the  proceedings  of  any  committees  and  sub- 
committees, shall  be  absolutely  privileged, 
and  a  member  shall  not  be  liable  therefor  in 
any  civil  action  or  criminal  prosecution. 

Section  3.02.    State  Capital. 

The  capital  of  the  State  and  the  meeting 
place  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  at 
Annapolis. 


Section  3.15.     Sessions. 

The  General  Assembly  may  provide  by  law 
for  an  organizational  session  prior  to  the 
convening  of  the  regular  session.  The  Gener- 
al Assembly  shall  convene  in  regular  session 
on  the  third  Wednesday  of  January  of  each 
year,  unless  otherwise  prescribed  by  law,  and 
may  continue  in  session  for  a  period  not 
longer  than  ninety  days;  provided  that  by 
the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  each  house  a  regular  session  may 
be  extended  for  a  period  not  longer  than 
thirty  days,  and  that  by  the  affirmative  vote 
of  three-fifths  of  the  members  of  each  house 
a  regular  session  may  be  extended  a  second 
time    for   a   period   not    longer    than    thirty 


CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION  OF  MARYLAND 


CONSTITUTION  OF  1867 


PROPOSED  CONSTITUTION  OF  1968 


Art.  13.  That  every  man  hath  a  right 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  redress 
of    grievances    in    a    peaceable    and    orderly 


Art.  14.  That  no  aid,  charge,  tax, 
burthen  or  fees  ought  to  be  rated  or  levied, 
under  any  pretence,  without  the  consent 
of  the  Legislature. 


Art.  15.  That  the  levying  of  taxes  by 
the  poll  is  grievous  and  oppressive,  and 
ought  to  be  prohibited;  that  paupers  ought 
not  to  be  assessed  for  the  support  of  the 
Government;  that  the  General  Assembly 
shall,  by  uniform  rules,  provide  for  the 
separate  assessment,  classification  and  sub- 
classification  of  land,  improvements  on  land 
and  personal  property,  as  it  may  deem 
proper;  and  all  taxes  thereafter  provided 
to  be  levied  by  the  State  for  the  support 
of  the  general  State  Government,  and  by  the 
Counties  and  by  the  City  of  Baltimore  for 
their'  respective  purposes,  shall  be  uniform 
within  each  class  or  sub-class  of  land,  im- 
provements on  land  and  personal  property 
which  the  respective  taxing  powers  may 
have  directed  to  be  subjected  to  the  tax 
levy;  yet  fines,  duties  or  taxes  may  properly 
and  justly  be  imposed,  or  laid  with  a 
political  view  for  the  good  government  and 
benefit  of  the  community. 


Art.  16.  That  sanguinary  Laws  ought 
to  be  avoided  as  far  as  it  is  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  the  State;  and  no  Law 
to  inflict  cruel  and  unusual  pains  and 
penalties  ought  to  be  made  in  any  case, 
or  at  any  time,  hen-jiftrr. 

Art.  17.  That  irtrospective  Laws,  pun- 
i.shing  arts  romniitt«d  before  the  existence 
of   such    Laws,   and    by   them   only   declared 


days.  The  governor  may  convene  a  special 
session  of  the  General  Assembly  at  any  time 
and  shall  convene  a  special  session  upon  the 
written  request  of  three-fifths  of  all  the 
members  of  each  house.  The  governor  may, 
on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  Sen- 
ate by  proclamation,  stating  the  purpose  for 
which  he  has  convened  it.  The  presiding  of- 
ficer of  the  Senate  and  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  House  of  Delegates,  acting  concurrent- 
ly, may  convene  a  special  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  at  any  time. 

See  Section  1.01,  Freedom  of  Expression,  p. 
3. 


Section  6.01.     Power  to  Tax. 

Taxes  shall  be  imposed  only  for  public 
purposes  and  only  by  the  elected  representa- 
tives of  the  people  exercising  legislative  pow- 


Section  6.03.    Assessments. 

Assessments  with  respect  to  any  tax  shall 
be  made  pursuant  to  uniform  rules  and  pur- 
suant to  classifications  of  property,  taxpayers, 
and  events  prescribed  by  law,  which  classes 
shall  include  agricultural  property  as  defined 
by  the  General  Assembly  by  law. 

Section  6.04.     Equalization. 

The  Stat.e  shall  prescribe  and  administer 
uniform  rules  and  methods  for  determining 
property  tax  assessments.  State  funds  distrib- 
uted to  units  of  local  government  on  the  ba- 
sis of  assessments  of  property  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  assessments  equalized  among  those 
units,  as  prescribed  by  the  General  Assembly 
I)y  law. 

Section  6.05.     Exemptions. 

Exemptions  with  respect  to  any  tax  im- 
posed by  the  State  shall  be  made  pursuant  to 
uniform  rules  within  classes  of  property,  tax- 
payers, or  events. 

Section  l.ll.     Unusual  Punishments. 

Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor 
excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  un- 
usual punishments  inflicted.  Conviction  of 
dinu'  sliall  not  work  corruption  of  blood  or 
forfeiture  of  estate. 

Section  1.15.     Ex  Post  Facto  Laws. 

No  bill  of  attainder,  or  ex  post  facto  law, 
or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts 
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criminal,  are  oppressive,  unjust  and  incom- 
patible with  liberty :  wherefore,  no  ex  post 
facto  Law  ought  to  be  made;  nor  any 
retrospective  oath  oi  restriction  be  imposed, 
or  required. 

Art.  18.  That  no  Law  to  attamt  par- 
ticular persons  of  treason  or  felony,  ought 
to  be  made  in  any  case,  or  at  any  time, 
hereafter. 

Art.  19.  That  every  man,  for  any  in- 
jury done  to  him  in  his  person  or  property, 
ought  to  have  remedy  by  the  course  of  the 
Law  of  the  Land,  and  ought  to  have 
justice  and  right,  freely  without  sale,  fully 
without  any  denial,  and  speedily  without 
delay,   according   to   the   Law  of  the   Land. 

Art.  20.  That  the  trial  of  facts,  where 
they  arise,  is  one  of  the  greatest  securities 
of  the  lives,  liberties  and  estate  of  the 
People. 


Art.  21.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, every  man  hath  a  right  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  accusation  against  him ;  to 
have  a  copy  of  the  Indictment,  or  charge, 
in  due  time  (if  required)  to  prepare  for 
his  defence ;  to  be  allowed  counsel ;  to  be 
confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him ; 
to  have  process  for  his  witnesses;  to  examine 
the  witnesses  for  and  against  h'm  on  oath ; 
and  to  a  speedy  trial  by  an  impartial  jury, 
without  whose  unanimous  consent  he  ought 
not  to  be  found  guilty. 


Art.  22.  That  no  man  '  ought  to  be 
compelled  to  give  evidence  against  himself 
in  a  criminal  case. 

Art.  23.  That  no  man  ought  to  be  taken 
or  imprisoned  or  disseized  of  his  freehold, 
liberties  or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or 
exiled,  or,  in  any  manner,  destroyed,  or 
deprived  of  his  life,  liberty  or  property, 
but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by  the 
Law  of  the  Land. 

Art.  24.  That  Slavery  shall  not  be  re- 
established in  this  State;  but  having  been 
abolished  under  the  policy  and  authority 
of     the     United     States,     compensation,     in 
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ihall  be  enacted. 


Section  1.03.     Due  Process  and  Equal  Protec- 
tion. 

No  person  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty, 
or  property  without  due  process  of  law,  nor 
be  denied  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws, 
nor  be  subject  to  discrimination  by  the  State 
because  of  race,  color,  religion,  or  national 
origin. 

Section    1.04.     Fair  Treatment   in   Investiga- 
tions. 

No  person  shall  be  denied  the  right  to  fair 
and  just  treatment  in  any  investigation  con- 
ducted by  the  State  or  by  any  unit  of  local 
government,  or  by  any  of  their  departments 
or  agencies. 

Section  1.07.     Rights  of  Accused. 

A  person  accused  of  crime  shall  have  the 
right  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and  cause 
of  the  accusation  in  time  to  prepare  his  de- 
fense, to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel  for 
his  defense,  to  be  confronted  with  and  to  ex- 
amine under  oath  or  affirmation  the 
witnesses  against  him,  to  have  compulsory 
process  for  obtaining  witnesses,  and  to  have  a 
speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury 
of  twelve  without  whose  unanimous  consent 
he  shall  not  be  adjudged  guilty. 

Section  1.09.     Self-incrimination. 

No  person  shall  be  compelled  in  any  crim- 
inal case  to  be  a  witness  against  himself. 

See  Section  1.03,  Due  Process  and  Equal  Pro- 
tection, p.  5;  Section  1.07,  Rights  of  Ac- 
cused, p.  5;  Section  1.13,  Jury  Trial  in  Civil 
Cases,  p.  1. 


CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION  OF  MARYLAND 


CONSTITUTION  OF  1867 


PROPOSED  CONSTITUTION  OF  1968 


consideration     thereof, 
United  States. 


due     from     the 


Art.  25.  That  excessive  bail  ought  not 
to  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  imposed, 
nor  cruel  or  unusual  punishment  inflicted, 
by  the  Courts  of  Law. 

Art.  26.  That  all  warrants,  without  oath 
or  affirmation,  to  search  suspected  places, 
or  to  seize  any  person  or  property,  are 
grievous  and  oppressive;  and  all  general 
warrants  to  search  suspected  places,  or  to 
apprehend  susi>ected  persons,  without  nam- 
ing or  describing  the  place,  or  the  person 
in  special,  are  illegal,  and  ought  not  to 
be  granted. 


Art.  27.  That  no  conviction  shall  work 
corruption  of  blood  or  forfeiture  of  estate. 

Art.  28.  That  a  well  regulated  Militia 
is  the  proper  and  natural  defence  of  a 
free  Government. 

Art.  29.  That  standing  Armies  are 
dangerous  to  liberty,  and  ought  not  to  be 
raised,  or  kept  up,  without  the  consent  of 
the  Legislature. 

Art.  30.  That  in  all  cases,  and  at  all 
times,  the  military  ought  to  be  under  strict 
subordination  to,  and  control  of,  the  civil 
power. 

Art.  31.  That  no  soldier  shall,  in  time 
of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time 
of  war,  except  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  Law. 

Art.  32.  That  no  person  except  regular 
soldiers,  marines,  and  mariners  in  the  service 
of  this  State,  or  militia,  when  in  actual 
service,  ought,  in  any  case,  to  be  subject 
to,  or  punishable  by  Martial  Law. 

Art.  33.  That  the  independency  and 
uprightness  of  Judges  are  essential  to  the 
impartial  administration  of  Justice,  and  a 
great  security  to  the  rights  and  Hberties 
of  the  People:  Wherefore,  the  Judges  shall 
not  be  removed,  except  in  the  manner,  and 
for  the  causes  provided  in  this  Constitu- 
tion.   No  Judge  shall  hold  any  other  office, 


See  Section  1.11,  Unusual  Punishments,  p.  4. 


Section  1.05.     Searches  and  Seizures. 

The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in 
their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects 
against  unreasonable  searches,  seizures,  inter- 
ceptions of  their  communications,  or  other 
invasions  of  their  privacy,  shall  not  be  violat- 
ed, and  no  warrants  shall  issue,  but  upon 
probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affir- 
mation, and  particularly  describing  the  place 
to  be  searched  and  the  persons  or  things  to 
be  seized,  or  the  communications  sought  to 
be  intercepted. 

See  Section  1.11,  Unusual  Punishments,  p.  4. 


Section  9.05.     Militia. 

The  General  Assembly  may  provide  by  law 
for  a  militia.  The  governor  shall  be  its 
commander  in  chief  and  shall  appoint  its  of- 
ficers. The  governor  may  order  the  militia 
into  active  service  to  repel  invasions,  to  sup- 
press insurrections,  to  enforce  the  execution 
of  the  laws,  and  to  provide  assistance  when 
great  destruction  of  life  or  property  may  be 
threatened  or  may  have  occurred.  The  mili- 
tary authority  of  the  State  shall  be  and 
remain  subject  to  civil  control  in  the  person 
of  the  governor  at  all  times.  Only  a  member 
of  the  militia  may  be  subject  to  a  military 
trial  and  then  only  for  offenses  committed 
while  in  actual  service. 


Section     5.25.     Restriction     of     Non-Judicial 
Activities. 

Xo  judge  shall  practice  law,  or  seek  public 
elective  office  other  than  the  judicial  office  he 
then  holds,  or  contribute  to  or  hold  office  in 
;i  political  party  or  political  organization,  or 
participate  in  a  partisan  political  campaign, 
or   serve   as  officer,   director,   or   employee   of 
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civil  or  military,  or  political  trust,  or  em- 
ployment of  any  kind,  whatsoever,  under 
the  Constitution  or  Laws  of  this  State,  or 
of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them;  or 
receive  fees,  or  perquisites  of  any  kind, 
for  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties. 

Art.  34.  That  a  long  continuance  in  the 
Executive  Departments  of  power  or  trust 
is  dangerous  to  liberty :  a  rotation  therefore, 
in  those  Departments  is  one  of  the  best 
securities  of  permanent  freedom. 

Art.  35.  That  no  person  shall  hold,  at 
the  same  time,  more  than  one  office  of 
profit,  created  by  the  Constitution  or  Laws 
of  this  State ;  nor  shall  any  person  in  public 
trust  receive  any  present  from  any  foreign 
Prince  or  State,  or  from  the  United  States, 
or  any  of  them,  without  the  approbation 
of  this  State.  The  position  of  Notary  Public 
shall  not  be  considered  an  office  of  profit 
within  the  meaning  of  this  Article. 

Art.  36.  That  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
man  to  worship  God  in  such  manner  as 
he  thinks  most  acceptable  to  Him,  all  per- 
sons are  equally  entitled  to  protection  in 
their  religious  liberty;  wherefore,  no  person 
ought  by  any  Law  to  be  molested  in  his 
person  or  estate,  on  account  of  his  religious 
persuasion,  or  profession,  or  for  his  religious 
practice,  unless,  under  the  color  of  religion, 
he  shall  disturb  the  good  order,  peace  or 
safety  of  the  State,  or  shall  infringe  the 
laws  of  morality,  or  injure  others  in  their 
natural,  civil  or  religious  rights;  nor  ought 
any  person  to  be  compelled  to  frequent, 
or  maintain,  or  contribute,  unless  on  con- 
tract, to  maintain,  any  place  of  worship, 
or  any  ministry ;  nor  shall  any  person,  other- 
wise competent,  be  deemed  incompetent  as 
a  witness,  or  juror,  on  account  of  his 
religious  belief;  provided,  he  believes  in 
the  existence  of  God,  and  that  under  His 
dispensation  such  person  will  be  held 
morally  accountable  for  his  acts,  and  be 
rewarded  or  punished  therefor  either  in  this 
world  or  in  the  world  to  come. 

Art.  37.  That  no  religious  test  ought 
ever  to  be  required  as  a  qualification  for 
any  office  of  profit  or  trust  in  this  State, 
other  than  a  declaration  of  belief  in  the 
existence  of  God ;  nor  shall  the  Legislature 
prescribe  any  other  oath  of  office  than  the 
oath  prescribed  by  this  Constitution. 

Art.  38.     That  every  gift,  sale  or  devise 
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any  business  formed  with  the  intention  of 
making  a  profit.  No  retired  judge  while  prac- 
ticing law  or  holding  any  public  office  of 
profit  shall  Ije  paid  any  pension  for  his  judi- 
cial service. 


Section  4.02. ...  No  person  elected  governor 
for  two  full  consecutive  terms  shalj  be  eligi- 
ble to  hold  that  office  again  until  one  full 
term  has  intervened. 


Section  9.03.     Limitation  on  Holding  Office. 

No  person  shall  hold  at  the  same  time 
more  than  one  office  of  profit  created  by  this 
Constitution  or  the  laws  of  this  State,  except 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 


Section  1.02.     Freedom  of  Religion. 

No  law  shall  be  made  respecting  an  estab- 
lishment of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free 
exercise  thereof. 


h 
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of  land  to  any  Minister,  Public  Teacher  or 
Preacher  of  the  Gospel,  as  such,  or  to  any 
Religious  Sect,  Order  or  Denomination,  or 
to,  or  for  the  support,  use  or  benefit  of, 
or  in  trust  for,  any  Minister,  Public  Teacher 
or  Preacher  of  the  Gospel,  as  such,  or  any 
Religious  Sect,  Order  or  Denomination;  and 
every  gift  or  sale  of  goods,  or  chattels,  to 
go  in  succession,  or  to  take  place  after  the 
death  of  the  Seller  or  Donor,  to  or  for  such 
support,  use  or  benefit ;  and  also  every 
devise  of  goods  or  chattels  to  or  for  the 
support,  use  or  "benefit  of  any  Minister, 
Public  Teacher  or  Preacher  of  the  Gospel, 
as  such,  or  any  Religious  Sect,  Order  or 
Denomination,  without  the  prior  or  sub- 
sequent sanction  of  the  Legislature,  shall 
be  void ;  except  always,  any  sale,  gift,  lease 
or  devise  of  any  quantity  of  land,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  acres,  for  a  church,  meeting- 
house, or  other  house  of  worship,  or  par- 
sonage, or  for  a  burying  ground,  which 
shall  be  improved,  enjoyed,  or  used  only 
for  such  purpose;  or  such  sale,  gift,  lease, 
or  devise  shall  be  void.  Provided,  however, 
that  except  in  so  far  as  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  hereafter  by  law  otherwise 
enact,  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  shall 
not  be  required  to  any  gift,  grant,  deed, 
or  conveyance  executed  after  the  2nd  day 
of  November,  1948,  or  to  any  devise  or 
bequest  contained  in  the  will  of  any  person 
dying  after  said  2nd  day  of  November, 
1948  for  any  of  the  purposes  hereinabove 
in  this  Article  mentioned. 

Art.  39.  That  the  manner  of  admin- 
istering an  oath  or  affirmation  to  any  per- 
son, ought  to  be  such  as  those  of  the 
religious  persuasion,  profession,  ,or  denom- 
ination, of  which  he  is  a  member,  generally 
esteem  the  most  effectual  confirmation  by 
the  attestation  of  the  Divine  Being. 


Section  9.01.     Oath. 

Every  person  elected  or  appointed  to  any 
office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  Constitu- 
tion or  laws  of  this  State,  before  he  enters 
upon  the  duties  of  such  office,  shall  take  and 
subscribe  to  the  following  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, the  parenthetical  language  being  op- 
tional: "  (In  the  presence  of  Almighty  God) 

I, ,  do  swear    (or  affirm)    that  I 

will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  that  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true 
allegiance  to  the  State  of  Maryland  and  sup- 
port the  Constitution  and  laws  thereof;  and 
that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  judg- 
ment, diligently  and  faithfully,  without  par- 
tiality     or      prejudice      execute      the      office 

of according  to  the  Constitution 

and  laws  of  this  State."  No  other  oath  or  af- 
firmation shall  be  required.  Should  any 
person  elected  or  appointed  to  an  office  of 
profit  or  trust  refuse  or  neglect  to  take  the 
oath  or  affirmation,  then  such  office  shall  be 
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Art.  40.  That  the  liberty  of  the  press 
ought  to  be  inviolably  preserved;  that  every 
citizen  of  the  State  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  speak,  write  and  publish  his  sentiments  on 
all  subjects,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse 
of  that  privilege. 

Art.  41.  That  monopolies  are  odious, 
contrary  to  the  spirit  of  a  free  government 
and  the  principles  of  commerce,  and  ought 
not  to  be  suffered. 

Art.  42.  That  no  title  of  nobility  or 
hereditary  honors  ought  to  be  granted  in 
this  State. 

Art.  43.  That  the  Legislature  ought  to 
encourage  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  and 
virtue,  the  extension  of  a  judicious  system 
of  general  education,  the  promotion  of 
literature,  the  arts,  sciences,  agriculture, 
commerce  and  manufactures,  and  the 
general  melioration  of  the  condition  of  the 
People.  The  Legislature  may  provide  that 
land  actively  devoted  to  farm  or  agricultural 
use  shall  be  assessed  on  the  basis  of  such 
use  and  shall  not  be  assessed  as  if  sub- 
divided. 


Art.  44.  That  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States,  and  of 
this  State,  apply,  as  well  in  time  of  war, 
as  in  time  of  peace ;  and  any  departure 
therefrom,  or  violation  thereof,  under  the 
plea  of  necessity,  or  any  other  plea,  is 
subversive  of  good  Government,  and  tends 
to  anarchy  and  despotism. 


Art.  45.  This  enumeration  of  Rights 
shall  not  be  construed  to  impair  or  deny 
others  retained  by  the  People. 


vacant,  and  shall  be  filled  as  prescribed  by 
this  Constitution  or  by  law. 

See  Section  1.01,  Freedom  of  Expression,  p. 
3. 


Section  8.01.     Public  Education. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  shall  pro- 
vide for  a  statewide  system  of  free  public 
schools.  The  system  shall  be  headed  by  a 
governing  board  whose  members  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor.  The  General 
Assembly  by  law  shall  provide  also  for  such 
other  public  educational  institutions  and 
services  as  may  be  necessary  or  desirable  for 
the  intellectual,  cultural,  and  occupational 
development  of  the  people  of  this  State. 

See  Section  6.03,  Assessments,  p.  4,  for  as- 
sessment of  land  devoted  to  farm  or  agri- 
cultural use. 

Section     1.17.     Continuity     of     Government 
During  Emergencies. 

The  provisions  of  this  Constitution  shall 
not  be  suspended,  except  that  the  General 
Assembly  by  law  shall  provide  for  the  tem- 
porary suspension  of  specific  provisions  during 
an  emergency  caused  by  disaster  or  enemy  at- 
tack. Any  suspension  shall  be  for  the  period 
of  the  emergency  only,  and  only  provisions  of 
this  Constitution  concerning  state  and  local 
public  offices  and  governmental  operations 
may  be  suspended. 

Section  1.18.     Reserved  Rights. 

The  enumeration  of  rights  in  this  Consti- 
tution shall  not  be  construed  to  impair,  dis- 
parage, or  deny  others  retained  by  the 
people. 
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ARTICLE  I.     ELECTIVE  FRANCHISE. 

Section  1.  All  elections  shall  be  by 
ballot;  and  every  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or 
upwards,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  the 
State  for  one  year,  and  of  the  Legislative 
District  of  Baltimore  City,  or  of  the  county, 
in  which  he  may  oflfer  to  vote,  for  six 
months  next  preceding  the  election,  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote,  in  the  ward  or  election 
district,  in  which  he  resides,  at  all  elections 
hereafter  to  be  held  in  this  State;  and  in 
case  any  county,  or  city,  shall  be  so  divided 
as  to  form  portions  of  diflFerent  electoral 
districts,  for  the  election  of  Representatives 
in  Congress,  Senators,  Delegates,  or  other 
Officers,  then,  to  entitle  a  person  to  vote 
for  such  officer,  he  must  have  been  a  resi- 
dent of  that  part  of  the  county,  or  city, 
which  shall  form  a  part  of  the  electoral 
district,  in  which  he  offers  to  vote,  tor  six 
months  next  preceding  the  election ;  but 
a  person,  who  shall  have  acquired  a  resi- 
dence in  such  county,  or  city,  entitling  him 
to  vote  at  any  such  election,  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  district  from 
which  he  removed,  until  he  shall  have 
acquired  a  residence  in  the  part  of  the 
county,  or  city,   to  which   he  has   removed. 


NO  COMPARABLE  SECTIONS. 

Section  1.06.     Grand  Jury  Indictment. 

No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  fe- 
lony unless  on  indictment  of  a  grand  jury, 
except  in  cases  arising  in  the  militia  while  in 
actual  service. 

Section  1.10.     Double  Jeopardy. 

No  person  shall  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy 
of  criminal  punishment  for  the  same  offense. 


See  Section  2.01,  Voters  in  National,  State, 
and  County  Elections,  p.  2,  for  qualifications 
for  voting. 

Section  3.04.    Legislative  Districts. 

The  State  shall  be  divided  by  law  into  dis- 
tricts for  the  election  of  members  of  the 
Senate.  Each  senate  district  shall  be  subdivid- 
ed into  three  districts  for  the  election  of 
members  of  the  House  of  Delegates.  The 
population  represented  by  each  senator  shall 
be  substantially  equal,  as  shall  the  popula- 
tion represented  by  each  delegate.  Each  dis- 
trict shall  consist  of  adjoining  territory  and 
be  compact  in  form.  Due  regard  shall  be  giv- 
en to  natural  boundaries  and  the  boundaries 
of  political  subdivisions.  Boundaries  of  dis- 
tricts shall  be  redrawn  according  to  these 
standards  prior  to  the  general  election  in 
1982  and  in  every  tenth  year  thereafter. 

Section  3.07.     Congressional  Districts. 

The  State  shall  be  divided  by  law  into 
congressional  districts  for  the  election  of 
members  of  the  United  States  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. The  difference  between  the 
populations  of  the  largest  and  smallest 
congressional  districts  in  the  State  shall  not 
exceed  ten  per  cent  of  the  mean  population 
of  all  congressional  districts.  Each  congres- 
sional district  shall  consist  of  adjoining  terri- 
tory and  be  compact  in  form.  Due  regard 
shall  be  given  to  natural  boundaries  and  the 
boundaries  of  political  subdivisions.  Bounda- 
ries of  congressional  districts  shall  be 
redrawn  according  to  these  standards  prior 
to  the  general  election  in  1972  and  in  every 
tenth  year  thereafter. 

Section  2.02.    Voters  in  Presidential  Elections. 

lor  pur|)()scs  of  Noting  for  president  and 
vice  president  of  the  United  States  or  for  elec- 
tors for  those  oflices,  the  General  Assembly 
shall  prescribe  by  law  a  lesser  residence  re- 
(|uiieinenl  for  citi/ens  who  ha\e  resided  in 
this  State  for  less  than  six  months. 
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Sec.  lA.  The  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland  shall  have  power  to  provide  by- 
suitable  enactment  for  voting  by  qualified 
voters  of  the  State  of  Maryland  who  are 
absent  at  the  time  of  any  election  from 
the  ward  or  election  district  in  which  they 
are  entitled  to  vote  and  for  voting  by 
other  qualified  voters  who  are  unable  to 
vote  personally  by  reason  of  physical  dis- 
ability which  shall  confine  said  voters  to  a 
hospital  or  cause  them  to  be  confined  to 
bed,  and  for  the  manner  in  which  and  the 
time  and  place  at  which  such  absent  voters 
may  vote,  and  for  the  canvass  and  return 
of  their  votes. 


Sec.  2.  No  person  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  convicted  of  larceny,  or 
other  infamous  crime,  unless  pardoned  by 
the  Governor,  shall  ever  thereafter  be  en- 
titled to  vote  at  any  election  in  this  State; 
and  no  person  under  guardianship,  as  a 
lunatic,  or,  as  a  person  non  compos  mentis, 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 


PROPOSED  CONSTITUTION  OF  1968 


Section  2.03.     Voters  in  Municipal  Elections. 

A  municipal  corporation  may  prescribe  by 
law  qualifications  for  voters  in  its  municipal 
elections,  subject  to  any  procedures  and 
standards  that  the  General  Assembly  may 
prescribe  by  law.  No  municipal  corporation 
may  prescribe  an  age  requirement  of  more 
than  nineteen  years  or  a  residence  require- 
ment of  more  than  one  year. 

Section    2.04.     Voters    in    United    States    En- 
claves. 

A  person  shall  not  be  deemed  ineligible  to 
vote  in  any  election  solely  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  he  resides  on  land  over  which  the 
United  States   has  been   ceded   jurisdiction. 

Section  2.05.     Property  Qualifications. 

Ownership  of  an  interest  in  property  shall 
not  be  required  as  a  condition  for  voting  ex- 
cept to  the  extent  that  nonresident  property 
owners  may  be  permitted  by  law  to  vote  in  a 
municipal  election.  Ownership  of  an  interest 
in  property  shall  not  be  required  as  a  condi- 
tion for  holding  any  elective  or  appointive 
office  of  this  State  or  of  any  unit  of  local 
government. 

Section  2.07.     Conduct  of  Elections. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  shall  define 
residence,  establish  a  uniform  system  of  per- 
manent registration  of  voters,  provide  for 
the  nomination  of  candidates,  regulate  the 
time,  place,  and  manner  of  elections,  provide 
for  the  uniform  administration  of  elections, 
provide  for  absentee  voting,  insure  secrecy  of 
voting,  and  protect  the  integrity  of  the  elec- 
tion process.  A  municipal  corporation  may 
prescribe  by  law  election  dates  and  proce- 
dures for  the  administration  and  regulation 
of  its  municipal  elections,  subject  to  any 
procedures  and  standards  that  the  General 
Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law.  The  General 
Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  super- 
vision and  imiform  administration  of  laws 
enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  pursuant  to 
this  section. 

Section  2.06.     Disqualifications. 

The  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by 
law  disqualifications  from  voting  in  any  elec- 
tion by  reason  of  mental  incompetence  or 
conviction  of  serious  crime,  and  shall  provide 
by  law  for  the  removal  of  these  disqualifica- 
tions. 
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Sec.  3.  If  any  person  shall  give,  or 
offer  to  give,  directly  or  indirectly,  any 
bribe,  present,  or  reward,  or  any  promise, 
or  any  security,  for  the  payment,  or  the 
delivery  of  money,  or  any  other  thing,  to 
induce  any  voter  to  refrain  from  casting  his 
vote,  or  to  prevent  him  in  any  way  from 
voting,  or  to  procure  a  vote  for  any 
candidate,  or  person  proposed,  or  voted  for, 
as  the  Elector  of  President  and  Vice- 
President  of  the  United  States,  or  Repre- 
sentative in  Congress,  or  for  any  office  of 
profit  or  trust,  created  by  the  Constitution 
or  Laws  of  this  State,  or  by  the  Ordi- 
nances, or  Authority  of  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore,  the  person  giving,  or 
offering  to  give,  and  the  person  receiving 
the  same,  and  any  person  who  gives  or 
causes  to  be  given,  an  illegal  vote,  knowing 
it  to  be  such,  at  any  election  to  be  here- 
after held  in  this  State,  shall,  on  conviction 
in  a  Court  of  Law,  in  addition  to  the 
penalties  now  or  hereafter  to  be  imposed 
by  law,  be  forever  disqualified  to  hold  any 
office  of  profit  or  trust,  or  to  vote  at  any 
election  thereafter.  But  the  General  As- 
sembly may  in  its  discretion  remove  the 
above  penalty  and  ail  other  penalties  upon 
the  vote  seller  so  as  to  place  the  penalties 
for  the  purchase  of  votes  on  the  vote  buyer 
alone. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  pass  Laws  to  punish, 
with  fine  and  imprisonment,  any  person, 
who  shall  remove  into  any  election  district, 
or  precinct  of  any  ward  of  the  City  of  Balti- 
more, not  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring  a 
bona  fide  residence  therein,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  voting  at  an  approaching  elec- 
tion, or,  who  shall  vote  in  any  election 
district,  or  ward,  in  which  he  does  not 
reside  (except  in  the  case  provided  for  in 
this  Article),  or  shall,  at  the  same  election, 
vote  in  more  than  one  election  district,  or 
precinct,  or  shall  vote,  or  offer  to  vote, 
in  any  name  not  his  own,  or  in  place  of 
any  other  person  of  the  same  name,  or  shall 
vote  in  any  county  in  which  he  does  not 
reside. 

Sec.  5.  The  General  Assembly  shall  pro- 
vide by  Law  for  a  uniform  Registration  of 
the  names  of  all  the  voters  in  this  State, 
who  possess  the  qualifications  prescribed  in 
this  Article,  which  Registration  shall  be 
conclusive  evidence  to  the  Judges  of  election 
of  the  right  of  every  person,  thus  registered, 
to   vote   at    any   election    thereafter   held    in 


See  Section  2.07,  Conduct  of  Elections,  p.  11. 
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this  State ;  but  no  person  shall  vote,  at  any 
election,  Federal  or  State,  hereafter  to  be 
held  in  this  State,  or  at  any  municipal 
election  in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  unless  his 
name  appears  in  the  list  of  registered  voters; 
the  names  of  all  persons  shall  be  added  to 
the  list  of  qualified  voters  by  the  officers  of 
Registration,  who  have  the  qualifications 
prescribed  in  the  first  section  of  this  Article, 
and  who  are  not  disqualified  under  the 
provisions  of  the  second  and  third  sections 
thereof. 

Sec.  6.  Every  person  elected,  or  ap- 
pointed, to  any  office  of  profit  or  trust, 
under  this  Constitution,  or  under  the  Laws, 
made  pursuant  thereto,  shall,  before  he 
enters  upon  the  duties  of  such  office,  take 
and  subscribe  the  following  oath,  or  af- 
firmation:   I, ,  do  swear,  (or  affirm, 

as  the  case  may  be),  that  I  will  support 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States;  and 
that  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true  al- 
legiance to  the  State  of  Maryland,  and 
support  the  Constitution  and  Laws  thereof; 
and  that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  skill 
and  judgment,  diligently  and  faithfully,  with- 
out    partiality    or     prejudice,     execute     the 

office  of  ,  according  to  the  Constitution 

and  Laws  of  this  State  (and,  if  a  Governor, 
Senator,  Member  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
or  Judge),  that  I  will  not  directly  or  in- 
directly, receive  the  profits  or  any  part 
of  the  profits  of  any  other  oflSce  during 
the  term  of  my  acting  as 

Sec.  7.  Every  person,  hereafter  elected, 
or  appointed,  to  office,  in  this  State,  who 
shall  refuse,  or  neglect,  to  take  the  oath, 
or  affirmation  of  office,  provided  for  in  the 
sixth  section  of  this  Article,  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  having  refused  to  accept  the  said 
office ;  and  a  new  election,'  or  appointment, 
shall  be  made,  as  in  case  of  refusal  to 
accept,  or  resignation  of  an  office;  and  any 
person  violating  said  oath,  shall,  on  cor- 
viction  thereof,  in  a  Court  of  Law,  in 
addition  to  the  penalties  now,  or  hereafter, 
to  be  imposed  by  Law,  be  thereafter  in- 
capable of  holding  any  office  of  profit  or 
trust  in  this  State. 

ARTICLE  II. 
EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

Section  1.  The  executive  power  of  the 
State  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor,  whose 
term  of  office  shall  commence  on  the 
fourth   Wednesday  of  January  next  ensuing 


PROPOSED  CONSTITUTION  OF  1968 


See  Section  9.01,  Oath,  p.  8. 


See  Section  4.01,  Executive  Power,  p.  3;  Sec- 
tion 4.02,  Qualifications  of  Governor,  p.  15, 
for  limitation  on   terms. 
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his  election,  and  continue  for  four  years, 
and  until  his  successor  shall  have  qualified ; 
and  a  person  who  has  served  two  consecutive 
popular  elective  terms  of  office  as  Governor 
shall  be  ineligible  to  succeed  himself  as 
Governor  for  the  term  immediately  follow- 
ing the  second  of  said  two  consecutive 
popular  elective  terms. 

Sec.  2.  An  election  for  Governor,  under 
this  Constitution,  shall  be  held  on  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  of 
November,  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred 
and  fifty-eight,  and  on  the  same  day  and 
month  in  every  fourth  year  thereafter,  at 
the  places  of  voting  for  Delegates  to  the 
General  Assembly;  and  every  person  quali- 
fied to  vote  for  Delegates,  shall  be  qualified 
and  entitled  to  vote  for  Governor;  the 
election  to  be  held  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  election  of  Delegates,  and  the  re- 
turns thereof,  under  seal,  to  be  addressed 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
and  enclosed  and  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  delivered  to  said  Speaker, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  next  ensuing  said  elec- 
tion. 

Sec.  3.  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Delegates  shall  then  open  the  said  Returns, 
in  the  presence  of  both  Houses;  and  the 
person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes, 
and  being  constitutionally  eligible,  shall  be 
the  Governor,  and  shall  qualify,  in  the 
manner  herein  prescribed,  on  the  fourth 
Wednesday  of  January  next  ensuing  his 
election,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be 
practicable. 

Sec.  4.  If  two  or  more  persons  shall 
have  the  highest  and  an  equal  number  of 
votes  for  Governor,  one  of  them  shall  be 
chosen  Governor  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Delegates ;  and  all  questions  in  relation 
to  the  eligibility  of  Governor,  and  to  the 
Returns  of  said  election,  and  to  the  num- 
ber and  legality  of  votes  therein  given, 
shall  be  determined  by  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates; and  if  the  person,  or  persons,  having 
the  highest  number  of  votes,  be  ineligible, 
the  Governor  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Delegates.  Every  election  of 
Governor  by  the  General  Assembly  shall  be 
determined  by  a  joint  majority  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Delegates;  and  the  vote  shall 
be  taken  viva  voce.  But  if  two  or  more 
persons  shall  have  the  highest  and  an  equal 
number  of  votes,  then,  a  second  vote  shall 
be    taken,    which    shall    be    confined    to    the 


Sectioir    4.05.     Election     of     Governor     and 
Lieutenant  Governor. 

The  governor  shall  be  elected  by  the  voters 
of  the  State  for  a  term  beginning  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  January  following  his  election 
and  ending  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  Janu- 
ary in  the  fourth  year  thereafter,  and  shall 
serve  until  a  person  has  qualified  to  become 
governor  or  to  serve  as  acting  governor.  If 
the  first  Wednesday  in  January  is  a  legal 
holiday  the  term  shall  begin  on  the  next 
day.  In  the  general  election,  each  candidate 
for  lieutenant  governor  shall  be  listed  on  the 
ballot  with  a  candidate  for  governor,  so  that 
a  vote  cast  for  governor  shall  be  considered 
as  also  cast  for  the  lieutenant  governor  listed 
on  the  ballot  with  the  candidate  for  gover- 
nor. The  election  of  a  governor  shall 
constitute  the  election  for  the  same  term  of 
the  lieutenant  governor  who  was  listed  on 
the  ballot  with  him. 


Section  4.23.     Tie  Votes. 

If  at  any  general  election  two  or  more  can- 
didates for  governor,  for  attorney  general,  or 
for  comptroller  shall  have  the  highest  and  an 
equal  number  of  votes  for  the  same  office, 
one  of  them  shall  be  elected  to  that  office  by 
the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly  in  joint  session. 
The  election  shall  be  the  first  order  of  busi- 
ness after  the  organization  of  each  house. 
The  election  of  a  governor  shall  constitute 
the  election  for  the  same  term  of  the  lieuten- 
ant governor  who  was  listed  on  the  ballot 
with  him  at  the  general  election. 
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persons  having  an  equal  number;  and  if 
the  vote  should  again  be  equal,  then  the 
election  of  Governor  shall  be  determined 
by  lot  betw^een  those,  v^ho  shall  have  the 
highest  and  an  equal  number  on  the  first 
vote. 

Sec.  5.  A  person  to  be  eligible  to  the 
office  of  Governor,  must  have  attained  the 
age  of  thirty  years,  and  must  have  been 
for  ten  years  a  citizen  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  for  five  years  next  pre.  eding 
his  election,  a  resident  of  the  State,  and, 
at  the  time  of  his  election,  a  qualified  voter 
therein. 

Sec.  6.  In  case  of  the  death,  resignation, 
removal  from  the  State,  or  other  disquali- 
fication of  the  Governor,  the  General 
Assembly,  if  in  session  with  a  quorum 
present,  or  if  not,  at  its  next  session  with 
a  quorum  present,  shall  elect  some  other 
qualified  person  to  be  Governor  for  the 
residue  of  the  term  for  which  the  said 
Governor  had  been  elected. 

Sec.  7.  In  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  Governor,  and  until  the  General 
Assembly  meets  in  session  with  a  quorum 
present  and  elects  a  Governor  as  provided 
for  in  Section  6,  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
at  the  time  such  vacancy  occurred,  shall 
discharge  the  duties  of  said  office;  and  in 
case  there  be  no  President  of  the  Senate  or 
in  the  case  of  his  refusal  to  serve,  and 
in  the  case  of  his  death,  resignation,  removal 
from  the  State,  or  other  disqualification 
while  discharging  the  duties  of  said  office 
of  Governor,  then  the  duties  of  said  office 
shall,  in  like  manner  and  for  the  same 
interval,  devolve  upon  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Delegates,  at  the  time  such  vacancy 
occurred;  and  in  case  there  be  no  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Delegates  or  in  the  case 
of  his  refusal  to  serve,  and  in  the  case 
of  his  death,  resignation,  removal  from  the 
State,  or  other  disqualification  while  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  said  office  of  Gov- 
ernor, then  the  duties  of  said  office  shall, 
in  like  manner  and  for  the  same  interval, 
devolve  upon  the  Comptroller  of  the  State, 
at  the  time  such  vacancy  occurred ;  and  in 
case  there  be  no  Comptroller  of  the  State, 
or  in  the  case  of  his  refusal  to  serve,  and 
in  the  case  of  his  death,  resignation,  re- 
moval from  the  State  or  other  disqualifica- 
tion while  discharging  the  duties  of  said 
office  of  Governor,  then  the  duties  of  said 
office    shall,    in    like    manner    and    for    the 
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Section  4.02.     Qualifications   of  Governor. 

The  governor  shall  have  attained  the  age 
of  thirty  years  at  the  time  of  his  election  and 
shall  have  been  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State 
for  at  least  five  years  immediately  precediog 
his  election. 


Section  4.09.  Succession  to  Offices  of  Gover- 
nor and  Lieutenant  Governor. 
When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  office  of 
governor,  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  suc- 
ceed to  that  office  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term.  When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  office 
of  lieutenant  governor,  the  governor  shall 
nominate  a  person  who  shall  succeed  to  that 
office  upon  confirmation  by  the  affirmative 
vote  of  a  majority  of  all  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  in  joint  session.  If  vacancies 
in  the  offices  of  governor  and  lieutenant 
governor  exist  at  the  same  time  during  the 
first  year  of  their  term,  the  offices  shall  be 
filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  at  the 
next  general  election  and  the  president  of 
the  Senate  shall  serve  as  acting  governor  until 
the  newly  elected  governor  has  qualified.  If 
vacancies  in  the  offices  of  governor  and  lieu- 
tenant governor  exist  at  the  same  time  after 
the  first  year  of  their  term,  the  president  of 
the  Senate  shall  succeed  to  the  office  of  gov- 
ernor for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  If  a 
vacancy  exists  in  the  office  of  lieutenant 
governor,  at  a  time  when  the  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor is  authorized  to  serve  as  acting  gover- 
nor, the  president  of  the  Senate  shall  serve 
as  acting  governor.  If  there  is  a  vacancy  in 
the  office  of  the  president  of  the  Senate  at 
a  time  when  he  is  authorized  to  succeed  to 
the  office  of  governor  or  is  authorized  to  serve 
as  acting  governor,  the  Senate  shall  convene 
and  fill  the  vacancy. 

Section  4.10.     Powers  and  Duties  of  Succes- 
sor. 

When  the  lieutenant  governor  or  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  succeeds  to  the  office  of 
governor,  he  shall  have  the  title,  powers,  du- 
ties, and  emoluments  of  that  office;  but  when 
the  lieutenant  governor  or  the  president  of 
the  Senate  serves  as  acting  governor,  he  shall 
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same  interval,  devolve  upon  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  State,  at  the  time  such 
vacancy  occurred.  And  the  Legislature  may 
provide  by  Law,  for  the  impeachment  of  the 
Governor;  and  in  case  of  his  conviction, 
or  his  inability,  may  declare  what  person 
shall  perform  the  Executive  duties;  and  for 
any  vacancy  in  said  office  not  herein  pro- 
vided for,  provision  may  be  made  by  Law; 
and  if  such  vacancy  should  occur  without 
such  provision  being  made,  the  Legislature 
shall  be  convened  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
for    the    purpose    of    filling    said    vacancy. 

Sec.  8.  The  Governor  shall  be  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  the  land  and  naval 
forces  of  the  State;  and  may  call  out  the 
Militia  to  repel  invasions,  suppress  insurrec- 
tions, and  enforce  the  execution  of  the  Laws; 
but  shall  not  take  the  command  in  person, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  9.  He  shall  take  care  that  the 
Laws  are  faithfully  executed. 

Sec.  10.  He  shall  nominate,  and,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
appoint  all  civil  and  military  officers  of 
the  State,  whose  appointment,  or  election, 
is  not  otherwise  herein  provided  for,  unless 
a  different  mode  of  appointment  be  pre- 
scribed   by    the    Law    creating    the    office. 


have  only  the  powers  and  duties  of  that  of- 
fice. When  the  president  of  the  Senate  serves 
as  acting  governor,  he  shall  continue  to  be 
president  of  the  Senate,  but  his  duties  as 
president  shall  be  performed  by  such  other 
person  as  the  Senate  shall  select. 


See  Section  9.05,  Militia,  p.  6. 


See  Section  4.01,  Executive  Power,  p.  3. 


Section  4.29.     Appointments  by  Governor. 

The  governor  shall  appoint,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  each  person 
serving  as  the  head  of  each  principal  depart- 
ment and  persons  to  fill  vacancies  on  any 
board  or  commission  serving  as  the  head  of  a 
principal  department,  and  shall  also,  with, 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  ap- 
point persons  to  fill  vacancies  on  regulatory 
and  quasi-judicial  agencies.  He  shall  appoint, 
without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, each  chief  administrative  officer  serving 
under  a  board  or  commission  which  is  the 
head  of  a  principal  department  except  the 
head  or  chief  administrative  officer  of  an  in- 
stitution of  higher  education  or  of  the  state 
public  school  system.  The  General  Assembly 
may  prescribe  by  law  the  qualifications  of 
persons  appointed  by  the  governor  to  serve 
as  heads  of  principal  departments  or  as 
members  of  boards  and  commissions  serving 
as  heads  of  principal  departments. 

Section  5.15.     Nomination  and  Appointment. 

A  judicial  nominating  commission  shall 
nominate  from  three  to  five  cligil)lc  persons 
for  each  judicial  vacancy.  Nominations  to  fill 
a  vacancy  shall  be  made  not  more  than  thir- 
ty days  prior  to  nor  more  than  sixty  days  af- 
ter the  vacancy  occurs.  The  governor  shall 
III!  a  \acancy  by  appointing  one  person  from 
the  list  of  nominees.  If  the  governor  fails  to 
appoint    one   of    the    nominees    within    sixty 
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Sec.  11.  In  case  of  any  vacancy,  during 
the  recess  of  the  Senate,  in  any  office 
which  the  Governor  has  power  to  fill,  he 
shall  appoint  some  suitable  person  to  said 
office,  whose  commission  shall  continue  in 
force  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
the  Legislature,  or  until  some  other  person 
is  appointed  to  the  same  office,  whichever 
shall  first  occur;  and  the  nomination  of 
the  person  thus  appointed,  during  the 
recess,  or,  of  some  other  person  in  his 
place,  shall  be  made  to  the  Senate  on  the 
first  day  of  the  next  regular  meeting  of 
the  Senate. 

Sec.  12.  No  person,  after  being  re- 
jected by  the  Senate,  shall  be  again 
nominated  for  the  same  office  at  the  same 
session,  unless  at  the  request  of  the  Senate; 
or,  be  appointed  to  the  same  office  during 
the  recess  of  the  Legislature. 


Sec.  13.  All  civil  officers  nominated  by 
the  Governor  and  subject  to  confirmation 
by  the  Senate,  shall  be  nominated  to  the 
Senate  within  thirty  days  from  the  com- 
mencement of  each  regular  session  of  the 
Legislature;  and  their  term  of  office,  except 
in  cases  otherwise  provided  for  in  this 
Constitution,  shall  commence  on  the  first 
Monday  of  May  next  ensuing  their  appoint- 
ment, and  continue  for  tWo  years,  (unless 
removed  from  office),  and  until  their  suc- 
cessors, respectively,  qualify  according  to 
Law. 
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Sec.  14.     If  a  vacancy  shall  occur,  during 
the    session    of    the    Senate,    in    any    office 


(lays  after  receiving  the  list,  his  power  to 
make  the  appointment  shall  end  and  the 
chief  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  ap- 
point one  of  the  nominees. 

Section   4.32.     Interim   and   Recess   Appoint- 
ments. 

If  a  vacancy  occurs  in  any  ofllice  which  the 
governor  may  fill  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  he  shall  appoint  a  person 
to  the  office.  If  the  appointment  is  made 
within  the  first  sixty  days  of  a  regular  session 
of  the  General  Assembly,  the  governor  shall 
submit  to  the  Senate  the  nomination  of  the 
appointee,  or  the  nomination  of  another  per- 
son in  his  place.  If  the  appointment  is  made 
at  any  other  time,  the  governor  shall  submit 
the  nomination  to  the  Senate  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  next  regular  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  Such  an  appointee  shall  re- 
main in  office  until  the  end  of  the  next 
regular  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  or 
imtil  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  office 
to  which  he  was  appointed,  or  until  his 
nomination  is  rejected  by  the  Senate,  which- 
ever shall  occur  first.  No  person  after  being 
rejected  by  the  Senate  shall  again  be  appoint- 
ed to  or  nominated  for  the  same  office  at  the 
same  session,  unless  at  the  request  of  the  Sen- 
ate, or  be  appointed  to  the  same  office  dur- 
ing the  adjournment  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

See  Section  4.29,  Appointments  by  Governor, 
p.  16. 

Section  4.30.     Terms  of  Office. 

Each  person  serving  as  the  head  of  a  prin- 
cipal department,  and  each  chief  administra- 
tive officer  of  a  board  or  commission  serving 
as  the  head  of  a  principal  department,  ex- 
cept the  head  or  chief  administrative  officer 
of  an  institution  of  higher  education  or  of 
the  state  public  school  system,  shall  serve  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  governor.  The  terms  of 
office  of  the  members  of  each  board  or  com- 
mission which  serves  as  the  head  of  a  princi- 
pal department,  except  the  governing  board 
of  an  institution  of  higher  education  or  of 
the  state  public  school  system,  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  General  Assembly  by  law  or 
by  the  process  of  executive  reorganization,  so 
that  the  governor,  immediately  upon  taking 
office  following  his  election,  may  appoint  at 
least  one-half  of  the  members  of  each  board 
and  commission. 

See  Section  4.32,  Interim  and  Recess  Appoint- 
ments, p.  17. 
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which  the  Governor  and  Senate  have  the 
power  to  fill,  the  Governor  shall  nominate 
to  the  Senate  before  its  final  adjournment, 
a  proper  person  to  fill  said  vacancy,  un- 
less such  vacancy  occurs  within  ten  days 
before  said  final  adjournment. 

Sec.  15.  The  Governor  may  suspend  or 
arrest  any  military  officer  of  the  State  for 
disobedience  of  orders,  or  other  military 
offense;  and  may  remove  him  in  pursuance 
of  the  sentence  of  a  Court-Martial;  and 
may  remove  for  incompetency,  or  miscon- 
duct, all  civil  officers  who  received  appoint- 
ment from  the  Executive  for  a  term  of 
years. 

Sec.  16.  The  Governor  shall  convene  the 
Legislature,  or  the  Senate  alone,  on  extra- 
ordinary occasions;  and  whenever  from 
the  presence  of  an  enemy,  or  from  any  other 
cause,  the  Seat  of  Government  shall  become 
an  unsafe  place  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislature,  he  may  direct  their  sessions 
to  be  held   nt  some  other  convenient  place. 

Sec.  17.  To  guard  against  hasty  or 
partial  legislation  and  encroachments  of 
the  Legislative  Department  upon  the  co- 
ordinate Executive  and  Judicial  Depart- 
ments, every  Bill  which  shall  have  passed 
the  House  of  Delegates,  and  the  Senate 
shall,  before  it  becomes  a  law,  be  presented 
to  the  Governor  of  the  State;  if  he  approve 
he  shall  sign  it,  but  if  not  he  shall  return 
it  with  his  objections  to  the  House  in  which 
it  originated,  which  House  shall  enter  the 
objections  at  large  on  its  Journal  and  pro- 
ceed to  reconsider  the  Bill ;  if,  after  such 
reconsideration,  three-fifths  of  the  members 
elected  to  that  House  shall  pass  the  Bill, 
it  shall  be  sent  with  the  objections  to  the 
other  House,  by  which  it  shall  likewise  be 
reconsidered,  and  if  it  pass  by  three-fifths 
of  the  members  elected  to  that  House  it 
shall  become  a  Law;  but  in  all  such  cases 
the  votes  of  both  Houses  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of 
the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the  Bill 
shall  be  entered  on  the  Journal  of  each 
House  respectively.  If  any  Bill  shall  not  be 
returned  by  the  Governor  within  six  days 
(Sundays  excepted),  after  it  shall  have  been 
presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  n 
Law  in  like  manner  as  if  he  signed  it, 
unless  the  General  Assembly  shall,  by  ad- 
journment, prevent  its  return,  in  which  case 
it  shall  not  be  a  Law. 


Section  4.31.     Appointment  and  Removal  of 
Other  Persons. 

All  persons  in  the  executive  branch  whose 
method  of  appointment  or  whose  method  of 
removal  is  not  specified  in  this  Constitution 
shall  be  appointed  or  may  be  removed  as  the 
General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law. 


See  Section  3.15,  Sessions,  p.  3. 


Section  4.13.     Veto  Power. 

The  governor  may  veto  any  bill  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly  except  a  budget  bill  or 
a  bill  proposing  an  amendment  to  this  Con- 
stitution. 

Section  4.15.     Action  on  Bills  by  the  Gover- 
nor. 

A  bill  subject  to  veto  shall  become  law  if 
the  governor  signs  or  fails  to  veto  it  within 
twenty  days  after  presentation,  if  the  General 
Assembly  is  in  session.  If  the  General  Assem- 
bly has  adjourned  sine  die  before  the  bill  be- 
comes law,  the  bill  shall  become  law  if  the 
governor  signs  or  fails  to  veto  it  within  thir- 
ty days  after  presentation. 

Section  4.16.     Return  of  Vetoed  Bills. 

If  the  governor  vetoes  a  bill  while  the 
General  Assembly  is  in  session,  he  shall  return 
it  promptly  to  the  General  .Assembly.  If  the 
governor  vetoes  a  bill  after  the  General  As- 
sembly has  adjourned  sine  die,  he  shall  re- 
turn it  promptly  cither  to  the  next  regular 
session  of  the  same  (icneral  Assemhlv  or  to  a 
special  session  of  the  same  GcHieral  .Assembly 
(oinencd  lor  the  purpose  of  reconsidering 
hills  that  have  been  vetoed.  A  bill  shall  be- 
come law  if  passed  over  the  \eto  by  the 
aliirinati\e  Note  of  three-fifths  of  all  the 
nicmlKMs  of  each  house.  The  law  shall  take 
elfcct  on  the  first  day  of  July  after  passage, 


COMPARISON  OF  CONSTITUTIONS 


CONSTITUTION  OF  186: 


I 


Any  bill  which  is  vetoed  by  the  Governor 
following  the  adjournment  of  the  General 
Assembly,  or  any  bill  which  fails  to  become 
a  law  by  reason  of  not  having  been  signed 
by  the  Governor  following  the  adjournment 
of  the  General  Assembly,  shall  he  returned 
to  the  House  in  which  it  originated,  im- 
mediately after  said  House  shall  have 
organized  at  the  next  regular  or  special 
session  of  the  General  Assembly.  Said  bill 
may  then  be  reconsidered  according  to  the 
procedure  specified  hereinabove.  If  the  bill 
is  passed  over  the  veto  of  the  Governor, 
it  shall  take  effect  on  June  1  following, 
unless  the  bill  is  an  emergency  measure 
to  take  effect  when  passed.  No  such  vetoed 
bill  shall  be  returned  to  the  Legislature 
when  a  new  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land has  been  elected  and  sworn  since  the 
passage  of  the  vetoed  bill. 

The  Governor  shall  have  power  to  dis- 
approve of  any  item  or  items  of  any  Bills 
making  appropriations  of  money  embracing 
distinct  items,  and  the  part  or  parts  of  the 
Bill  approved  shall  be  the  law,  and  the 
item  or  items  of  appropriations  disapproved 
shall  be  void  unless  repassed  according  to 
the  rules  or  limitations  prescribed  for  the 
passage  of  other  Bills  over  the  Executive 
veto. 

Sec.  18.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Governor,  semi-annually  (and  oftcner,  if 
he  deem  it  expedient)  to  examine  under 
oath  the  Treasurer  and  Comptroller  of  the 
State  on  all  matters  pertaining  to  their 
respective  offices :  and  inspect  and  review 
their  Bank  and  other  Account  Books. 

Sec.  19.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
inform  the  Legislature  of  the  conditions  of 
the  State  and  recommend  to  their  con- 
sideration such  measures  as  he  may  judge 
necessary  and  expedient. 

Sec.  20.  He  shall  have  power  to  grant 
reprieves  and  pardons,  except  in  cases  of 
impeachment,  and  in  cases,  in  which  he  is 
prohibited  by  other  Articles  of  this  Con- 
stitution ;  and  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures 
for  offences  against  the  State;  but  shall 
not  remit  the  principal  or  interest  of  any 
debt  due  the  State,  except  in  cases  of  fines 
and  forfeitures ;  and  before  granting  a 
nolle  prosequi,  or  pardon,  he  shall  give 
notice,  in  one  or  more  newspapers,  of  the 
application  made  for  it,  and  of  the  day 
on,    or    after    which,    his    decision    will    be 
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unless  another  effective  date  after  passage  is 
established  by  joint  resolution  of  the  General 
Assemblv. 

Section  4.14.     Item  Veto. 

The  governor  mav  reduce  or  strike  out  any 
item  in  a  supplementary  appropriation  bill. 
Each  item  or  portion  of  an  item  not  disap- 
proved shall  become  law.  and  each  item  or 
portion  of  an  item  disapproved  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  procedure  as  a  bill  vetoed 
by  the  governor. 


Section  4.33.     Information  from  Administra- 
tive Officers. 

The  governor  at  any  time  may  require  in- 
formation, in  writing  or  otherwise,  from  any 
officer  of  any  department,  ofifice,  agency,  or 
instrumentality  in  the  executive  branch. 


Section  4.12.     Messages  to  General  Assembly. 

The  governor  from  time  to  time  shall  in- 
form the  General  Assembly  of  the  conditions 
of  the  State  and  recommend  such  measures  as 
he  considers  necessary  or  desirable. 

Section  4.34.     Executive  Clemency. 

The  governor  shall  have  power  to  grant 
reprieves,  commutations,  and  pardons,  except 
in  cases  of  conviction  upon  impeachment, 
and  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures  for  offenses 
against  the  State.  At  least  annually  he  shall 
file  with  the  Court  of  Appeals  a  public  re- 
port of  the  instances  of  the  exercise  of  this 
power. 
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given;  and  in  every  case,  in  which  he 
exercises  this  pov^er,  he  shall  report  to 
either  Branch  of  the  Legislature,  whenever 
required,  the  petitions,  recommendations 
and  reasons,  which   influenced   his  decision. 

Sec.  21.  The  Governor  shall  reside  at 
the  seat  of  government,  and,  from  and 
after  the  fourth  Wednesday  in  January  1967, 
shall  receive  for  his  services  an  annual 
salary  of  Twenty-five  Thousand  Dollars. 


Sec.  22.  A  Secretary  of  State  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall 
continue  in  office,  unless  sooner  removed 
by  the  Governor,  till  the  end  of  the  official 
term  of  the  Governor  from  whom  he  re- 
ceived his  appointment,  and  receive  such 
annual  salary  as  the  General  Assembly  may 
from  time  to  time  by  law  prescribe. 

Sec.  23.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall 
carefully  keep  and  preserve  a  Record  of 
all  official  acts  and  proceedings,  which 
may  at  all  times  be  inspected  by  a  com- 
mittee of  either  Branch  of  the  Legislature; 
and  he  shall  perform  such  other  duties  as 
may  be  prescribed  by  Law,  or  as  may 
properly  belong  to  his  office,  together  with 
all  clerical  duty  belonging  to  the  Executive 
Department. 


Section  4.24.     Salaries. 

The  salary  of  the  governor,  of  the  lieuten- 
ant governor,  of  the  attorney  general,  and  of 
the  comptroller  shall  be  prescribed  by  law, 
and  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  decreased 
(luring  the  term  for  which  each  was  elected. 


NO  COMPARABLE  SECTIONS. 

Section  4.03.     Office  of  Lieutenant  Governor. 

There  shall  be  a  lieutenant  governor,  who 
shall  have  only  the  duties  delegated  to  him 
by  the  governor.  No  power  specifically  vested 
in  the  governor  by  this  Constitution  shall  be 
delegated  to  the  lieutenant  governor  pur- 
suant to  this  section. 

Section    4.04.     Qualifications    of    Lieutenant 
Governor. 

The  lieutenant  governor  shall  have  at- 
tained the  age  of  thirty  years  at  the  time  of 
his  election  or  appointment  and  shall  have 
been  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  for  at  least 
live  years  immediately  preceding  his  election 
or  appointment.  No  person  elected  governor 
shall  be  eligible  thereafter  to  hold  the  office 
of  lieutenant  governor. 

Section    4,06.     Failure   of   Governor-Elect   to 
Take  Office. 

If  the  governor-elect  is  disqualified,  resigns, 
or    (lies,    the    lieutenant    governor-elect    shall 
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become  governor  for  the  full  term.  If  the 
governor-elect  fails  to  assume  office  for  any 
other  reason,  the  newly  elected  lieutenant 
governor  shall  become  lieutenant  governor 
and  shall  serve  as  acting  governor  until  the 
governor-elect  assumes  office  or  until  the 
office  becomes  vacant. 

Section  4.07.     Lieutenant  Governor  as  Acting 
Governor. 

The  lieutenant  governor  shall  serve  as  act- 
ing governor  when  notified  in  writing  by  the 
governor  that  the  go\crnor  will  be  temporar- 
ily unable  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office. 
The  lieutenant  governor  also  shall  serve  as 
acting  governor  when  the  governor  is  dis- 
abled but  is  unable  to  communicate  to  the 
lieutenant  governor  the  fact  of  his  inability 
to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office.  In  either 
event  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  serve  as 
acting  goxernor  until  notified  in  writing  by 
the  governor  that  he  is  able  to  resume  the 
duties  of  his  office  or  until  the  office  becomes 
vacant. 

Section  4.08.     Vacancy  by  Reason  of  Disabili- 
ty- 

The  General  Assembly,  by  the  affirmative 
vote  of  three-fifths  of  all  its  members  in  joint 
session,  may  adopt  a  resolution  declaring 
that  the  governor  or  lieutenant  governor  is 
unable  by  reason  of  physical  or  mental  disa- 
bility to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office.  The 
resolution,  if  adopted,  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  Court  of  Appeals,  which  then  shall  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction  to  determine  whether 
that  officer  is  unable  by  reason  of  the  disabil- 
ity to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office.  If  the 
Court  of  Appeals  determines  that  such  officer 
is  unable  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office 
by  reason  of  a  disability,  the  office  shall  be 
vacant.  If  the  General  Assembly  and  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  acting  in  the  same  manner 
as  described  above,  determine  that  the  gover- 
nor-elect or  lieutenant  governor-elect  is  un- 
able by  reason  of  physical  or  mental  disabili- 
ty to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  to 
which  he  has  been  elected,  he  shall  be  dis- 
qualified to  assume  office. 

Section  4.11.     Adjudication  of  Disputes. 

The  Court  of  .\ppeals  shall  have  original 
and  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  adjudicate  dis- 
putes or  questions  arising  from  the  failure  of 
the  governor-elect  to  take  office,  or  the 
service  of  the  lieutenant  governor  or  presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  as  acting  governor,  or  the 
creation  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  gover- 
nor or  lieutenant  governor  by  reason  of  disa- 


21 


CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION  OF  MARYLAND 


CONSTITUTION  OF  186: 


PROPOSED  CONSTITUTION  OF  1968 


bility,  or  the  succession  to  the  office  of 
governor  or  lieutenant  governor,  or  the  exer- 
cise of  the  powers  and  duties  of  a  successor 
to  the  office  of  governor. 

Section  4.26.     Structure     of     the     Executive 
Branch. 

All  functions,  powers,  and  duties  of  the  of- 
fices, agencies,  and  instrumentalities  of  the 
executive  branch  shall  be  allocated  according 
to  major  purposes  among  and  within  not 
more  than  twenty  principal  departments. 
The  maximum  number  of  principal  depart- 
ments may  be  increased  by  the  General  As- 
sembly by  law  enacted  by  the  affirmative  vote 
of  three-fifths  of  all  members  of  each  house. 
Any  agency  or  commission  which  is  a  regula- 
tory, quasi-judicial,  or  temporary  agency  es- 
tablished by  law  may,  but  need  not,  be  allo- 
cated within  a  principal  department. 

Section  4.27.     Reorganization   of   the   Execu- 
tive Branch. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  by 
law  the  functions,  powers,  and  duties  of  the 
offices,  agencies,  and  instrumentalities  of  the 
executive  branch.  The  General  Assembly 
from  time  to  time  by  law  may  reallocate  of- 
fices, agencies,  and  instrumentalities  among 
principal  departments;  may  increase,  modify, 
diminish,  and  change  their  functions,  powers, 
and  duties;  and  may  assign  new  functions, 
powers,  and  duties  to  them.  The  governor 
may  make  changes  in  the  organization  of  the 
executive  branch,  including  the  establish- 
ment or  abolition  of  offices,  agencies,  instru- 
mentalities, and  principal  departments,  and 
in  the  assignment  of  functions,  powers,  and 
duties  among  the  offices,  agencies,  instrumen- 
talities, and  principal  departments  of  the  ex- 
ecutive branch.  \Vherc  these  changes  require 
the  force  of  law,  they  shall  be  set  forth  in 
executive  orders  in  statutory  form  and  be 
submitted  to  the  General  Assembly  within 
the  first  ten  days  of  a  regular  session.  An  ex- 
ecutive order  shall  become  effective  and  have 
the  force  of  law  on  the  date  designated  in 
the  order  unless  specifically  disapproved, 
within  fifty  days  after  submission,  by  a  reso- 
lution of  disapproval  concurred  in  by  a  ma- 
jority vote  of  all  members  of  either  house  of 
the  General  Assembly. 

Section    4.28.     Heads    of    Principal    Depart- 
ments. 

The  head  of  each  principal  department  of 
the  executive  branch  shall  be  a  single  execu- 
tive unless  otherwise  prescribed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  by  law  or  by  the  process  of  ex- 
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ARTICLE  in. 
LEGISLATIVE  DEPARTMENT. 

Section  1.  The  Legislature  shall  consist 
of  two  distinct  branches:  a  Senate,  and  a 
House  of  Delegates,  and  shall  be  styled 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland. 

Sec.  2.  The  City  of  Baltimore  shall  be 
divided  into  six  legislative  districts  as  near 
as  may  be  of  equal  population  and  of 
contiguous  territory,  and  each  of  said 
legislative  districts  of  Baltimore  City,  as 
they  may  from  time  to  time  be  laid  out, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  hereof, 
and  each  county  in  the  State,  shall  be 
entitled  to  one  Senator,  who  shall  be  elected 
by  the  qualified  voters  of  the  said  legislative 
districts  of  Baltimore  City  and  of  the 
counties  of  the  State,  respectively,  and 
shall  serve  for  four  years  from  the  date  of 
his  election. 

Sec.  3.     Vacant. 

Sec.  4.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have 
the  power  to  provide  by  Law,  from  time 
to  time,  for  altering  and  changing  the 
boundaries  of  the  existing  Legislative  Dis- 
tricts of  the  City  of  Baltimore,  so  as  to 
make  them  as  near  as  may  be  of  equal 
population;  but  said  district  shall  always 
consist  of  contiguous  territory. 

Sec.  5.  The  membership  of  the  House 
of  Delegates  shall  consist  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  (123)  Delegates,  appor- 
tioned as  follows:  Calvert, 'Caroline,  Charles, 
Howard,  Kent,  Queen  Anne's,  and  St. 
Mary's  Counties,  two  Delegates  each;  Cecil, 
Garrett,  Somerset,  Talbot,  and  Worcester 
Counties,  three  Delegates  each;  Carroll, 
Dorchester,  Harford,  and  Wicomico  Coun- 
ties, four  Delegates  each;  Allegany,  Anne 
Arundel,  Baltimore,  Frederick,  Montgomery, 
Prince  George's,  and  Washington  Counties, 
and  each  of  the  six  Legislative  Districts  of 
Baltimore  City,  six  Delegates  each. 

Sec.  6.  The  members  of  the  House  of 
Delegates  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  Counties,  and  the  Legislative 
Districts     of    Baltimore     City,     respectively, 
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ecutive  reorganization.  Any  board  or  commis- 
sion at  the  head  of  a  principal  department 
shall  have  a  chief  administrative  officer. 


See  Section  3.01,  Legislative  Power,  p.  2. 


See  Section  3.04,  Legislative  Districts,  p.  10. 


Section    3.03.     Composition    of    the    General 
Assembly. 

The  number  of  members  of  each  house  of 
the  General  Assembly  shall  be  prescribed  by 
law,  but  the  number  of  delegates  shall  not 
exceed  one  hundred  twenty  and  the  number 
of  senators  shall  be  one-third  the  number  of 
delegates.  Only  one  delegate  shall  represent  a 
delegate  district  and  only  one  senator  shall 
represent  a  senate  district.  Each  senate  dis- 
trict shall  consist  of  three  whole  delegate  dis- 
tricts. 


Section  3.10.     Election  and  Term  of  Office. 

A  member  of  the  General  Assembly  shall 
be  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  district  in 
which  he  seeks  election,  to  serve  for  a  term 
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to    serve    for    four    years,    from    the    day    of 
their  election. 

Sec.  7.  The  election  for  Senators  and 
Delegates  shall  take  place  on  the  Tuesday 
next,  after  the  first  Monday  in  the  month 
of  November,  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight,   and   in   every   fourth   year   thereafter. 

Sec.  8.     Vacant. 

Sec.  9.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a 
Senator  or  Delegate,  wrho  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  who  has  not  resided  therein, 
for  at  least  three  years,  next  preceding  the 
day  of  his  election,  and  the  last  year 
thereof,  in  the  County,  or  in  the  Legislative 
District  of  Baltimore  City,  which  he  may 
be  chosen  to  represent,  if  such  County,  or 
Legislative  District  of  said  City,  shall  have 
been  so  long  established;  and  if  not,  then 
in  the  County,  or  City,  from  which,  in 
whole,  or  in  part,  the  same  may  have  been 
formed;  nor  shall  any  person  be  eligible 
as  a  Senator,  unless  he  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  nor  as  a 
Delegate,  unless  he  shall  have  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  at  the  time  of  his 
election. 

Sec.  10.  No  member  of  Congress,  or 
person  holding  any  civil,  or  military  office 
under  the  United  States,  shall  be  eligible 
as  a  Senator,  or  Delegate  and  if  any  person 
shall  after  his  election  as  Senator,  or  Dele- 
gate, be  elected  to  Congress,  or  be  ap- 
pointed to  any  office,  civil,  or  military, 
under  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
his  acceptance  thereof,  shall  vacate  his  seat. 

Sec.  H.  No  Minister  or  Preacher  of  the 
Gospel,  or  of  any  religious  creed,  or  de- 
nomination, and  no  person  holding  any  civil 
office  of  profit,  or  trust,  under  this  State, 
except  Justices  of  the  Peace,  shall  be  eligible 
as  Senator,  or  Delegate. 

Sec.  12.  No  Collector,  Receiver,  or 
Holder  of  public  money  shall  be  eligible 
as  Senator  or  Delegate,  or  to  any  office 
of  profit,  or  trust,  under  this  State,  until 
he  shall  have  accounted  for,  and  paid  into 
the  Treasury  all  sums  on  the  Books  thereof, 
charged  to,  and  due  by  him. 

Sec.  13.  (a)  In  case  of  death,  dis- 
qualification, resignation,  refusal  to  act, 
expulsion,  or  removal  from  the  county,  or 
city,  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected, 


beginning  at  noon  on  the  second  \V^ednesday 
of  December  following  his  election  and  end- 
ing at  noon  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  De- 
cember in  the  fourth  year  thereafter. 


Section  3.09.     Qualifications. 

A  senator  or  a  delegate  shall  be  a  qualified 
voter  of  the  State  at  the  time  of  his  election 
of  appointment,  shall  have  been  a  resident 
of  the  State  for  at  least  two  years  immediate- 
ly preceding  his  election  or  appointment, 
and  shall  have  been  a  resident  of  his  senate 
district  for  at  least  six  months  immediately 
preceding  his  election  or  appointment.  If  any 
redistricting  plan  has  been  adopted  within 
one  year  before  a  general  election  for  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly,  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  senator  or  delegate  may  also 
seek  election  in  any  new  senate  district  con- 
taining fifty  per  cent  or  more  of  the 
population  of  the  senate  district  in  which  he 
resided  prior  to  redistricting.  At  the  time  of 
his  election  or  appointment  a  senator  shall 
have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
and  a  delegate  shall  have  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years. 


Section  3.11.     Vacancies. - 

\  vacancy  in  the  General  Assembly  shall 
be  filled  as  prescribed  by  law.  An  appointee 
to   fill   a   vacancy,  when  succeeding  a  party 
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of  any  person,  who  shall  have  been  chosen 
as  a  Delegate,  or  Senator,  or  in  case  of 
a  tie  between  two  or  more  such  qualified 
persons,  the  Governor  shall  appoint  a  person 
to  fill  such  vacancy  from  a  person  whose 
name  shall  be  submitted  to  him  in  writing, 
within  thirty  days  after  the  occurrence  of 
the  vacancy,  by  the  State  Central  Commit- 
tee of  the  political  party  with  which  the 
Delegate  or  Senator,  so  vacating,  had  been 
affiliated  in  the  County  or  District  from 
which  he  or  she  was  elected,  provided  that 
the  appointee  shall  be  of  the  same  political 
party  as  the  person  whose  office  is  to  be 
filled;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Governor  to  make  said  appointment  within 
fifteen  days  after  the  submission  thereof 
to  him.  If  a  name  is  not  submitted  by  the 
State  Central  Committee  within  thirty  days 
after  the  occurrence  of  the  vacancy,  the 
Governor  within  another  period  of  fifteen 
days  shall  appoint  a  person,  who  shall  be 
of  the  same  political  party  as  the  person 
whose  office  is  to  be  filled,  and  who  is  other- 
wise properly  qualified  to  hold  the  office 
of  Delegate  or  Senator  in  the  District  or 
County.  In  the  event  there  is  no  State 
Central  Committee  in  the  County  or  Dis- 
trict from  which  said  vacancy  is  to  be 
filled,  the  Governor  shall  within  fifteen  days 
after  the  occurrence  of  such  vacancy  appoint 
a  person  who  is  otherwise  properly  quali- 
fied to  hold  the  office  of  Delegate  or  Senator 
in  such  District  or  County.  In  every  case 
when  any  person  is  so  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  his  appointment  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  person 
whose  office  has  become  vacant. 

(b)  In  addition,  and  in  submitting  a 
name  to  the  Governor  to  fill  a  vacancy  in 
a  Senatorial  district  or  subdistrict,  as  the 
case  may  be,  in  any  of  tne  twenty-three 
counties  of  Maryland,  the  State  Central 
Committee  or  committees  shall  follow  these 
provisions: 

( 1 )  If  the  vacancy  occurs  in  a  district  or 
subdistrict  having  the  same  boundaries  as 
a  county,  the  State  Central  Committee  of 
the  county  shall  submit  the  name  of  a 
resident  of  the  district  or  subdistrict. 

(2)  If  the  vacancy  occurs  in  a  district  or 
subdistrict  which  has  boundaries  comprising 
a  portion  of  one  county,  the  State  Central 
Committee  of  that  county  shall  submit  the 
name  of  a  resident  of  the  district  or  sub- 
district. 


member,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  same  po- 
litical party  as  the  person  last  elected  to  that 
office.  An  appointee  shall  serve  only  until  the 
next  general  election  held  at  least  ninety 
days  after  the  vacancy  occurs.  At  that  elec- 
tion the  remainder  of  the  term  shall  be 
filled. 
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(3)  If  the  vacancy  occurs  in  a  district  or 
subdistrict  which  has  boundaries  comprising 
a  portion  or  all  of  two  or  more  counties, 
the  State  Central  Committee  of  each  county 
involved  shall  have  one  vote  for  submitting 
the  name  of  a  resident  of  the  district  or 
subdistrict;  and  if  there  is  a  tie  vote  between 
or  among  the  State  Central  Committees, 
the  list  of  names  there  proposed  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  Governor,  and  he  shall 
make  the  appointment  from  the  list. 

Sec.  14.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
meet  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  January, 
nineteen  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and  on  the 
same  day  in  every  year  thereafter,  and  at 
no  other  time,  unless  convened  by  Proclam- 
ation of  the  Governor. 

Sec.  15.  The  General  Assembly  may 
continue  its  session  so  long  as  in  its  judg- 
ment the  public  interest  may  require,  for 
a  period  not  longer  than  seventy  days  in 
each  year;  and  on  and  after  January  1, 
1965,  each  member  thereof  shall  receive  a 
compensation  of  twenty-four  hundred  dol- 
lars ($2,400.00),  per  annum,  payable 
quarterly,  with  a  deduction  of  fifteen  dol- 
lars ($15.00)  per  diem  for  each  day  of 
unexcused  absence  from  any  session ;  and 
he  shall  also  receive  such  mileage  as  may 
be  allowed  by  law,  not  exceeding  twenty 
cents  per  mile;  and  the  presiding  officers 
of  each  House  shall  receive  an  additional 
compensation  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  ($250.00)  per  annum.  When  the 
General  Assembly  shall  be  convened  by 
Proclamation  of  the  Governor,  the  session 
shall  not  continue  longer  than  thirty  days, 
but  no  additional  compensation  other  than 
mileage  and  other  allowances  provided  by 
Law  shall  be  paid  members  of  the  General 
Assembly  for  special  session. 

Sec.  16.  No  book,  or  other  printed  mat- 
ter not  appertaining  to  the  business  of  the 
session,  shall  be  purchased,  or  subscribed 
for,  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
General  Assembly,  or  be  distributed  among 
them,  at  the  public  expense. 

Sec.  17.  No  Senator  or  Delegate,  after 
qualifying  as  such,  notwithstanding  he  may 
thereafter  resign,  shall  during  the  whole 
period  of  time,  for  which  he  was  elected, 
be  eligible  to  any  office,  which  shall  have 
been  created,  or  the  salary,  or  profits  of 
which  shall  have  been  increased,  during 
such  term. 


See  Section  3.15,  Sessions,  p.  3. 


Section  3.12.    Compensation. 

A  member  of  tne  General  Assembly  shall 
receive  the  salary  and  allowances  prescribed 
by  law.  A  salary  increase  enacted  during  one 
term  of  office  shall  not  become  effective  be- 
fore the  next  term.  No  senator  or  delegate 
shall  be  paid  daily  living  expenses  during 
regular  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly. 


Section  3.13.     Limitation  on  Appointment. 

No  person  elected  or  appointed  to  the 
General  Assembly  shall  be  appointed,  during 
(he  term  of  office  for  which  he  was  elected  or 
appointed,  to  any  office  which  has  been 
created,  or  for  which  the  compensation  has 
been  increased,  by  the  General  Assembly 
during  that  term. 
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Sec.  18.  No  Senator  or  Delegate  shall 
be  liable  in  any  civil  action,  or  criminal 
prosecution,  whatever,  for  words  spoken  in 
debate. 

Sec.  19.  Each  House  shall  be  judge  of 
the  qualifications  and  elections  of  its  mem- 
bers, as  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  and 
Laws  of  the  State ;  shall  appoint  its  own 
officers,  determine  the  rules  of  its  own 
proceedings,  punish  a  member  for  dis- 
orderly, or  disrespectful  behavior,  and  with 
the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  its  whole  num- 
ber of  members  elected,  expel  a  member; 
but  no  member  shall  be  expelled  a  second 
time  for  the  same  offence. 


Sec.  20.  A  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  members  elected  to  each  House 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transac- 
tion of  business;  but  a  smaller  number  may 
adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  compel  the 
attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  man- 
ner, and  under  such  penalties,  as  each 
House  may  prescribe. 

Sec.  21.  The  doors  of  each  House,  and 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  shall  be 
open,  except  when  the  business  is  such  as 
ought  to  be  kept  secret. 

Sec.  22.  Each  House  shall  keep  a 
Journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  cause  the 
same  to  be  published.  The  yeas  and  nays 
of  members  on  any  question,  shall  at  the 
call  of  any  five  of  them  in  the  House  of 
Delegates,  or  one  in  the  Senate,  be  entered 
on  the  Journal. 


See  Section  3.14,  Immunity,  p.  3. 


Section  3.16.     Organization. 

Each  house  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  qual- 
ifications and  selection  of  its  members,  as 
prescribed  by  this  Constitution  and  the  laws 
of  this  State.  Each  house  shall  elect  its 
officers  and  determine  its  rules  of  procedure, 
and  may  permit  its  committees  and  subcom- 
mittees to  meet  between  sessions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  Each  house,  by  the  affirmative 
vote  of  a  majority  of  all  its  members,  may 
compel  the  attendance  and  testimony  of  wit- 
nesses and  the  production  of  records  and  pa- 
pers either  before  the  house  as  a  whole  or 
before  any  of  its  committees  and  subcommit- 
tees, provided  that  the  rights  and  the  records 
and  papers  of  all  witnesses  in  such  cases  are 
protected  by  law.  Each  house  may  punish  a 
member  for  disorderly  or  disrespectful  be- 
havior, by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority 
of  all  its  members.  Each  house  may  expel 
a  member  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  three- 
fifths  of  all  its  members. 

Section  3.17.     Quorum. 

A  majority  of  all  the  members  of  a  house 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction 
of  business  in  that  house,  but  a  smaller 
number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day. 


Section  3.18.     Journals. 

Each  house  of  the  General  Assembly  shall 
prescribe  by  rule  for  a  current  daily  journal 
of  its  proceedings,  which  shall  be  open  to 
public  inspection  at  all  reasonable  times. 
Each  house  shall  prescribe  by  rule  that  the 
daily  journal  shall  be  published  as  soon  as 
practicable.  Each  house  shall  prescribe  by 
rule  that  all  final  committee  votes  on  all 
bills  shall  be  entered,  by  recorded  votes  of 
individual  members,  in  the  daily  journal  of 
that  house.  Each  house  shall  prescribe  by 
rule  that  on  final  passage  of  a  bill  or  resolu- 
tion, including  a  proposal  for  a  constitution- 
al amendment,  the  vote  cast  by  each  member 
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Sec.  23.  Each  House  may  punish  by 
imprisonment,  during  the  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  any  person,  not  a  mem- 
ber, for  disrespectful,  or  disorderly  be- 
havior in  its  presence,  or  for  obstructing 
any  of  its  proceedings,  or  any  of  its  officers 
in  the  execution  of  their  duties;  provided, 
such  imprisonment  shall  not,  at  any  one 
time,  exceed  ten  days. 

Sec.  24.  The  House  of  Delegates  may 
inquire,  on  the  oath  of  witnesses,  into  all 
complaints,  grievances  and  offences,  as  the 
Grand  Inquest  of  the  State,  and  may  com- 
mit any  person,  for  any  crime,  to  the 
public  jail,  there  to  remain,  until  discharged 
by  due  course  of  Law.  They  may  examine 
and  pass  all  accounts  of  the  State,  relating 
either  to  the  collection  or  expenditure  of 
the  revenue,  and  appoint  Auditors  to  state 
and  adjust  the  same.  They  may  call  for 
all  public,  or  official  papers  and  records, 
and  send  for  persons,  whom  they  may  judge 
necessary  in  the  course  of  their  inquiries, 
concerning  affairs  relating  to  the  public 
interest,  and  may  direct  all  office  bonds 
which  shall  be  made  payable  to  the  State, 
to  be  sued  for  any  breach  thereof;  and 
with  a  view  to  the  more  certain  prevention, 
or  correction  of  the  abuses  in  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  money  of  the  State,  the  General 
Assembly  shall  create,  at  every  session 
thereof,  a  joint  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Delegates,  who  shall 
have  power  to  send  for  persons,  and  examine 
them  on  oath,  and  call  for  Public,  or 
Official  Papers  and  Records,  and  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  examine  and  report  upon  all 
contracts  made  for  printing  stationery,  and 
purchases  for  the  Public  offices,  and  the 
Library,  and  all  expenditures  therein,  and 
upon  all  matters  of  alleged  abuse  in  ex- 
penditures, to  which  their  attention  may  be 
called  by  Resolution  of  either  House  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  25.  Neither  House  shall,  without  the 
consent  of  the  other,  adicurn  for  more  than 
three  days,  at  any  one  time,  nor  adjourn 
to  any  other  place,  than  that  in  which  the 
House  shall  be  sitting,  without  the  concur- 
rent vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present. 


shall   be    recorded    in   the   daily  journal  of 
that  house. 


See  Section  3.16,  Organization,  p.  27.  See  also 
Section  1.04,  Fair  Treatment  in  Investiga- 
tions, p.  5. 

Section  3.24.     Post  Audit. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by 
law  for  post  audit  of  state  finances  by  an 
agency  of  the  General  Assembly.  The  princi- 
pal officer  of  the  agency  shall  be  elected  by 
and  be  responsible  to  the  General  Assembly. 
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Sec.  26.  The  House  of  Delegates  shall 
have  the  sole  power  of  impeachment  in  all 
cases ;  but  a  majority  of  all  the  members 
elected  must  concur  in  the  impeachment. 
All  impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  the 
Senate,  and  when  sitting  for  that  purpose, 
the  Senators  shall  be  on  oath,  or  affirmation, 
to  do  justice  according  to  the  Law  and 
evidence;  but  no  person  shall  be  convicted 
without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of 
all  the  Senators  elected. 


Sec.  27.  Any  bill  may  originate  in 
either  House  of  the  General  Assembly,  and 
be  altered,  amended,  or  rejected  by  the 
other.  No  bill  shall  originate  in  either 
House  during  the  last  twenty-eight  calendar 
days  of  a  regular  session,  unless  two-thirds 
of  the  members  elected  thereto  shall  so 
determine  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  in  addition 
the  two  Houses  by  joint  and  similar  rule 
may  further  regulate  the  right  to  introduce 
bills  during  this  period ;  nor  shall  any  bill 
become  a  law  until  it  be  read  on  three 
different  days  of  the  session  in  each  House, 
unless  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected 
to  the  House  where  such  bill  is  pending 
shall  so  determine  by  yeas  and  nays,  and 
no  bill  shall  be  read  a  third  time  until 
it  shall  have  been  actually  engrossed  or 
printed  for  a  third  reading.    ^ 

Sec.  28.  No  bill  shall  become  a  Law 
unless  it  be  passed  in  each  House  by  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  members 
elected,  and  on  its  final  passage,  the  yeas 
and  nays  be  recorded ;  nor  shall  any  Resolu- 
tion, requiring  the  action  of  both  Houses, 
be  passed  except  in  the  same  manner. 


Sec.  29.  The  style  of  all  Laws  of  this 
State  shall  be,  "Be  it  enacted  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  Maryland:"  and  all 
Laws   shall   be   passed   by   original   bill;   and 
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Section  9.04.     Impeachment. 

The  House  of  Delegates  shall  have  the  sole 
power  of  impeachment  of  elected  state 
officers,  judges,  and  any  other  state  officers 
who  may  be  designated  by  the  General  As- 
sembly by  law,  in  cases  of  serious  crimes  or 
serious  misconduct  in  office.  The  affirmative 
vote  of  three-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Delegates  shall  be  required  to  im- 
peach. Impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  a 
special  tribunal  of  ten  judges  appointed  by 
the  Court  of  Appeals  from  among  the  judges 
of  the  State.  The  concurrence  of  three-fifths 
of  the  judges  of  the  special  tribunal  shall  be 
required  to  convict.  Judgment  upon  convic- 
tion shall  be  removal  from  office  and  may  in- 
clude disqualification  from  holding  any  office 
of  public  trust,  and  deprivation  of  pension 
rights  and  other  privileges  of  office.  A  person 
tried  upon  impeachment,  whether  or  not 
convicted,  nevertheless  may  be  subject  to 
criminal  prosecution  and  punishment  accord- 
ing to  law. 

Section  3.20.     Consideration  of  Bills. 

A  bill  may  originate  in  either  house  of  the 
General  Assembly  and  may  be  amended, 
passed,  or  rejected  by  the  other.  No  vote  on 
final  passage  of  a  bill  shall  be  taken  until  the 
bill  and  all  amendments  to  it  are  in  writing. 
\o  vote  on  final  passage  of  a  bill  shall  be 
taken  until  the  fifth  calendar  day  after  its 
introduction  in  the  house  of  origin  and  until 
the  second  calendar  day  after  it  reaches  the 
second  house  except  upon  the  affirmative 
vote  of  three-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  the 
house  in  which  the  bill  is  pending  or  except 
during  the  first  four  days  of  a  special  session. 
The  General  Assembly  may  provide  by  law 
that  pending  bills  may  be  carried  over  to  the 
next  regular  session  of  the  same  General  As- 
sembly. 


Section  3.21.     Passage  of  Bills. 

No  bill  shall  be  enacted  nor  shall  a 
resolution  requiring  the  action  of  both 
houses  be  adopted  unless  it  is  passed  by  the 
affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  that  house.  A  vote  in  joint  session  or 
in  either  house  on  any  bill  or  resolution  or 
for  the  election  or  confirmation  of  any  state 
officer  shall  be  taken  only  in  public  session. 

Section  3.19.     Form  of  Laws. 

Every  law  of  this  State  shall  be  styled:  "Be 
it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land." The  General  Assembly  shall  enact  no 
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every  Law  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly 
shall  embrace  but  one  subject,  and  that 
shall  be  described  in  its  title ;  and  no  Law, 
nor  section  of  Law,  shall  be  revived,  or 
amended  by  reference  to  its  title,  or  section 
only;  nor  shall  any  Law  be  construed  by 
reason  of  its  title,  to  grant  powers,  or 
confer  rights  which  are  not  expressly  con- 
tained in  the  body  of  the  Act ;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly,  in 
amending  any  article,  or  section  of  the 
Code  of  Laws  of  this  State,  to  enact  the 
same,  as  the  said  article,  or  section  would 
read  when  amended.  And  whenever  the 
General  Assembly  shall  enact  any  Public 
General  Law,  not  amendatory  of  any  section, 
or  article  in  the  said  Code,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  enact  the 
same,  in  articles  and  sections,  in  the  same 
manner,  as  the  Code  is  arranged,  and  to 
provide  for  the  publication  of  all  additions 
and  alterations,  which  may  be  made  to  the 
said  Code. 

Sec.  30.  Every  bill,  when  passed  by  the 
General  Assembly,  and  sealed  with  the 
Great  Seal,  shall  be  presented  to  the  Gover- 
nor, who,  if  he  approves  it,  shall  sign  the 
same  in  the  presence  of  the  presiding  officers 
and  Chief  Clerks  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Delegates.  Every  Law  shall  be  recorded 
in  the  office  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and 
in  due  time,  be  printed,  published  and 
certified  under  the  Great  Seal,  to  the  several 
Courts,  in  the  same  manner  as  has  been 
heretofore  usual  in  this  State. 

Sec.  3L  No  Law  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  shall  take  eflfect,  until  the  first 
day  of  June,  next  after  the  Session,  at 
which  it  may  be  passed,  unless  it  be  other- 
wise expressly  declared  therein. 

Sec.  32.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  of  the  State,  by  any  order 
or  resolution,  nor  except  in  accordance 
with  an  appropriation  by  Law ;  and  every 
such  Law  shall  distinctly  specify  the  sum 
appropriated,  and  the  object,  to  which  it 
shall  be  applied ;  provided,  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  prevent  the  General 
Assembly  from  placing  a  contingent  fund 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive,  who  shall 
report  to  the  General  Assembly,  at  each 
Session,  the  amount  expended,  and  the 
purposes  to  which  it  was  applied.  An  ac- 
curate statement  of  the  receipts  and  expendi- 
tures   of    the    public    money,    shall    be    at- 


law  except  by  bill.  The  subject  of  every  law 
shall  be  described  in  its  title.  Every  law  en- 
acted by  the  General  Assembly,  except  the 
budget  law  and  supplementary  appropriation 
laws,  shall  embrace  only  one  subject.  The 
budget  law  and  all  supplementary  appropria- 
tion laws  shall  be  limited  to  the  subject  of 
budget,  appropriations,  their  purpose  or  pur- 
poses, and  the  requisite  revenue.  No  law  or 
section  of  a  law  shall  be  revived  or  amended 
by  reference  only  to  its  title  or  section,  nor 
shall  any  law  be  construed  by  reason  of  its 
title  to  grant  powers  or  confer  rights  which 
are  not  expressly  contained  in  the  body  of 
the  act.  The  General  Assembly,  in  amending 
any  article  or  section  of  the  code  of  laws  of 
this  State,  shall  enact  the  article,  section,  or 
law  as  it  would  read  when  amended. 


See  Section  4.15,  Action  on  Bills  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, p.  18. 


Section  3.23.     Effective  Date  of  Laws. 

Each  law  passed  by  the  General  Assembly 
shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  July  after 
passage  unless  another  date  is  prescribed  in 
the  law. 

Section  6.08.     Appropriations. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  not  appropri- 
ate any  money  from  the  treasury  except  by  a 
budget  bill  or  a  supplementary  appropria- 
tion bill. 
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tached  to,  and  published  with  the  Laws, 
after  each  regular  Session  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

Sec.  33.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not 
pass  local,  or  special  Laws,  in  any  of  the 
following  enumerated  cases,  viz.:  For  ex- 
tending the  time  for  the  collection  of  taxes; 
granting  divorces;  changing  the  name  of 
any  person ;  providing  for  the  sale  of  real 
estate,  belonging  to  minors,  or  other  persons 
laboring  under  legal  disabilities,  by  execu- 
tors, administrators,  guardians  or  trustees; 
giving  effect  to  informal,  or  invalid  deeds 
or  wills;  refunding  money  paid  into  the 
State  Treasury,  or  releasing  persons  from 
their  debts,  or  obligations  to  the  State, 
unless  recommended  by  the  Governor,  or 
officers  of  the  Treasury  Department.  And 
the  General  Assembly  shall  pass  no  special 
Law,  for  any  case,  for  which  provision  has 
been  made,  by  an  existing  General  Law. 
The  General  Assembly,  at  its  first  Session 
after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution, 
shall  pass  General  Laws,  providing  for  the 
cases  enumerated  in  this  section,  which 
are  not  already  adequately  provided  for, 
and  for  all  other  cases,  where  a  General 
Law  can  be  made  applicable. 


Sec.  34.  No  debt  shall  be  hereafter  con- 
tracted by  the  General  Assembly  unless 
such  debt  shall  be  authorized  by  a  Law 
providing  for  the  collection  of  an  annual 
tax,  or  taxes,  sufficient  to  pay  the  interest 
on  such  debt  as  it  falls  due,  and  also 
to  discharge  the  principal  , thereof  within 
fifteen  years  from  the  time  of  con- 
tracting the  same;  and  the  taxes  laid  for 
this  purpose  shall  not  be  repealed  or  ap- 
plied to  any  other  object  until  the  said 
debt  and  interest  thereon  shall  be  fully 
discharged.  The  credit  of  the  State  shall 
not  in  any  manner  be  given,  or  loaned  to, 
or  in  aid  of  any  individual,  association  or 
corporation ;  nor  shall  the  General  Assembly 
have  the  power  in  any  mode  to  involve 
the  State  in  the  construction  of  Works  of 
Internal  Improvement,  nor  in  granting  any 
aid  thereto,  which  shall  involve  the  faith 
or  credit  of  the  State ;  nor  make  any  appro- 
priation therefor,  except  in  aid  of  the  con- 
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Section  3.22.     General  Application  of  Laws. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  enact  no  pub- 
lic laws  except  general  laws  which  in  their 
terms  and  effects  apply  throughout  the  State. 
No  county  shall  be  exempt  from  a  public 
general  law.  The  limitation  of  this  section 
that  the  General  Assembly  shall  enact  only 
public  general  laws  shall  not  apply  ^o  laws 
(1)  pertaining  to  appropriations;  (2)  pro- 
viding for  or  regulating  the  powers  of 
departments,  agencies,  or  instrumentalities  of 
the  State  which  perform  a  state  and  not  a  lo- 
cal function;  (3)  pertaining  to  public  educa- 
tion; (4)  pertaining  to  multi-county  govern- 
mental units;  (5)  providing  for  the 
establishment,  merger,  or  dissolution  of  coun- 
ties or  for  the  alteration  of  their  boundaries; 

(6)  granting,  limiting,  or  withdrawing  the 
taxing  powers   of  a   county   or  counties;    or 

(7)  empowering  a  county  or  counties,  sub- 
ject to  any  standards  that  the  General  As- 
sembly may  provide  by  law,  to  exercise  any 
power  or  perform  any  function  denied  to 
other  counties.  This  section  shall  not  be 
construed  to  limit  any  power  of  the  General 
Assembly,  otherwise  existing  under  this  Con- 
stitution, to  enact  special  laws,  except  that  a 
special  law  shall  not  be  enacted  for  any  situa- 
tion for  which  an  existing  general  law  is  ap- 
plicable. 

See  Section  7.04,  Powers  of  Counties,  p.  89. 

Section  6.06.     State  Indebtedness. 

The  State  shall  have  the  power  to  incur  in- 
debtedness for  any  public  purpose  in  the 
manner  and  upon  the  terms  and  conditions 
that  the  General  Assembly  mav  prescribe  by 
law.  Unless  the  law  authorizing  the  creation 
of  an  obligation  includes  an  irrevocable 
pledge  of  the  full  faith  and  credit  of  the 
State,  the  obligation  shall  not  be  considered 
an  indebtedness  of  the  State  and  the  terms 
of  this  section  shall  not  apply.  If  the  law  in- 
cludes such  a  pledge  the  obligation  shall  be 
secured  by  the  unlimited  taxing  power  of  the 
State  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  terms  of 
this  section.  If  at  any  time  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  have  failed  to  appropriate  and  to 
make  available  sufficient  funds  to  provide  for 
the  timely  payment  of  the  interest  and  prin- 
cipal then  due  upon  all  state  indebtedness,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  comptroller  to  pay, 
or  to  make  available  for  payment,  to  the 
holders  of  such   indebtedness   from   the  first 
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struction  of  Works  of  Internal  Improvement 
in  the  counties  of  St.  Mary's,  Charles  and 
Calvert,  which  have  had  no  direct  advan- 
tage from  such  Works  as  have  been  here- 
tofore aided  by  the  State;  and  provided, 
that  such  aid,  advances  or  appropriations 
shall  not  exceed  in  the  aggregate  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  And  they 
shall  not  use  or  appropriate  the  proceeds 
of  the  Internal  Improvement  Companies,  or 
of  the  State  tax,  now  levied,  or  which 
may  hereafter  be  levied,  to  pay  off  the 
public  debt  (or)  to  any  other  purpose 
until  the  interest  and  debt  are  fully  paid,  or 
the  sinking  fund  shall  be  equal  to  the 
amount  of  the  outstanding  debt;  but  the 
General  Assembly  may  authorize  the 
Board  of  Public  Works  to  direct  the  State 
Treasurer  to  borrow  in  the  name  of  the 
State,  in  anticipation  of  the  collection  of 
taxes,  such  sum  or  sums  as  may  be  necessary 
to  meet  temporary  deficiencies  in  the 
Treasury,  to  preserve  the  best  interest  of 
the  State  in  the  conduct  of  the  various 
State  institutions,  departments,  bureaus,  and 
agencies  during  each  fiscal  year.  Subject 
to  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  and  as  provided  by  Law,  the  State 
Treasurer  is  authorized  to  make  and  sell 
short-term  notes  for  temporary  emergencies, 
but  such  notes  must  only  be  made  to  pro- 
vide for  appropriations  already  made  by  the 
General  Assembly.  The  General  Assembly 
may  contract  debts  to  any  amount  that 
may  be  necessary  for  the  defense  of  the 
State.  And  provided  further  that  nothing 
in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  pro- 
hibit the  raising  of  funds  for  the  purpose 
of  aiding  or  compensating  in  such  manner 
or  way  as  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  shall  deem  proper,  those  citizens  of 
the  State  who  have  served,  with  honor,  their 
Country  and  State  in  time  of  War;  provided, 
however,  that  such  action  of  the  General 
Assembly  shall  be  effective  only  when  sub- 
mitted to  and  approved  by  a  vote  of  the 
people  of  the  State  at  the  General  Election 
next  following  the  enactment  of  such  legis- 
lation. 

Sec.  35.  No  extra  compensation  shall 
be  granted  or  allowed  by  the  General 
Assembly  to  any  Public  Officer,  Agent, 
Servant  or  Contractor,  after  the  service 
shall  have  been  rendered,  or  the  contract 
entered  into;  nor  shall  the  salary  or  com- 
pensation of  any  public  officer  be  increased 
or  diminished  during  his  term  of  office. 
Provided,  however,  from  and  after  January 


revenues  thereafter  received  applicable  to  the 
general  funds  of  the  State,  a  sum  equal  to 
such  interest  and  principal.  All  state  indebt- 
edness shall  mature  within  fifteen  years  from 
the  time  when  such  indebtedness  is  incurred, 
except  that  at  the  time  of  authorizing  the  in- 
debtedness the  General  Assembly  by  law  may 
extend  the  period  to  not  more  than  twenty- 
five  years  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  three- 
fifths  of  all  the  members  of  each  house. 

Section  4.25.     Board  of  Review. 

There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Review  in  the 
executive 'branch.  The  Board  shall  consist  of 
the  governor,  an  officer  in  the  executive 
branch  designated  by  the  governor,  and  the 
comptroller.  The  Board  shall  act  by  majority 
vote  and  shall  hold  its  meetings  in  public  or 
otherwise  act  in  such  manner  and  have  such 
powers  as  the  General  Assembly  may  pre- 
scribe by  law. 

Section    6.07.     Gift    or    Loan    of    Assets    or 
Credit. 

The  assets  or  credit  of  the  State  shall  not 
be  given  or  lent  to  any  individual,  association, 
or  corporation  unless  a  public  purpose  will 
be  served  thereby  and  unless  authorized  by 
the  General  Assembly  by  a  law  stating  the 
public  purpose  to  be  served.  A  gift  of  assets 
may  be  authorized  by  a  law  enacted  by  the 
affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  each  house,  but  a  law  authorizing  a 
gift  of  credit  or  a  loan  of  credit  or  a  loan  of 
assets  shall  require  the  affirmative  vote  of 
three-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  each  house. 


See  Section  4.24,  Salaries,  p.  20. 
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1,  1956,  for  services  rendered  after  that 
date,  that  the  salary  or  compensation  of 
any  appointed  public  officer  of  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  may  be 
increased  or  diminished  at  any  time  during 
his  term  of  office;  except  that  as  to  officers 
in  the  Classified  City  Service,  when  the 
salary  of  any  appointed  public  officer  of 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
shall  be  so  increased  or  decreased,  it  shall 
not  again  be  increased  or  decreased,  as  the 
case  may  be,  during  the  term  of  such  public 
officer. 

Sec.  35A.  Nothing  in  this  Constitution 
shall  exempt  the  salary  or  compensation 
of  any  judge  or  other  public  officer  from 
the  imposition  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
a  non-discriminatory  tax  upon  income. 

Sec.  36.  No  Lottery  grant  shall  ever 
hereafter  be  authorized  by  the  General 
Assembly. 


Sec.  37.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
pass  no  Law  providing  for  payment  by  this 
State,  for  Slaves  emancipated  from  servitude 
in  this  State;  but  they  shall  adopt  such 
measures,  as  they  may  deem  expedient,  to 
obtain  from  the  United  States,  compensa- 
tion for  such  Slaves,  and  to  receive,  and 
distribute  the  same,  equitably,  to  the  per- 
sons entitled. 

Sec.  38.  No  person  shall  be  imprisoned 
for  debt,  but  a  valid  decree  of  a  court 
of  competent  jurisdiction  or  agreement  ap- 
proved by  decree  of  said  court  for  the 
support  of  a  wife  or  dependent  children, 
or  for  the  support  of  an  illegitimate  child 
or  children,  or  for  alimony,  'shall  not  con- 
stitute a  debt  within  the  meaning  of  this 
section. 

Sec.  39.  The  Books,  papers  and  accounts 
of  all  Banks  shall  be  open  to  inspection 
under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  Law. 

Sec.  40.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
enact  no  Law  authorizing  private  property 
to  be  taken  for  public  use,  without  just 
compensation,  as  agreed  upon  between  the 
parties,   or  awarded   by   a   jury,   being  first 
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Section  6.17.     Lottery. 

Neither  the  State  nor  any  unit  of  local 
government  shall  operate  or  authorize  a  lot- 
tery for  the  purpose  of  financing  any  ex- 
penses of  government. 


Section  1.12.     Imprisonment  for  Debt. 

No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  debt, 
but  an  obligation  for  the  support  of  a  de- 
pendent, or  for  alimony,  created  by  a  valid 
decree  of  a  court  or  created  by  an  agreement 
approved  by  decree  of  a  court  shall  not  con- 
stitute a  debt  within  the  meaning  of  this  sec- 
tion. 


Section  1.16.     Eminent  Domain. 

Private  property  shall  not  be  taken  or 
.damaged  for  public  use  or  purposes  without 
just  compensation,  except  that  the  allowance 
of  compensation    for   property   damaged   but 
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paid,  or  tendered,  to  the  party  entitled  to 
such  compensation. 


Sec.  40A.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
enact  no  law  authorizing  private  property 
to  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just 
compensation,  to  be  agreed  upon  between 
the  parties,  or  awarded  by  a  jury,  being 
first  paid  or  tendered  to  the  party  entitled 
to  such  compensation,  but  where  such  prop- 
erty is  situated  in  Baltimore  City  and  is 
desired  by  this  State  or  by  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  Baltimore,  the  General 
Assembly  may  provide  that  such  property 
may  be  taken  immediately  upon  payment 
therefor  to  the  owner  or  owners  thereof  by 
the  State  or  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  Baltimore,  or  into  court,  such  amount 
as  the  State  or  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  Baltimore,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall 
estimate  to  be  the  fair  value  of  said  prop- 
erty, provided  such  legislation  also  requires 
the  payment  of  any  further  sum  that  may 
subsequently  be  added  by  a  jury;  and 
further  provided  that  the  authority  and 
procedure  for  the  immediate  taking  of  prop- 
erty as  it  applies  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  on  June  1,  1961,  shall 
remain  in  force  and  effect  to  and  including 
June  1,  1963,  and  where  such  property  is 
situated  in  Baltimore  County  and  is  desired 
by  Baltimore  County,  Maryland,  the  County 
Council  of  Baltimore  County,  Maryland,  may 
provide  for  the  appointment  of  an  ap- 
praiser or  appraisers  by  a  Court  of  Record 
to  value  siich  property  and  that  upon  pay- 
ment of  the  amount  of  such  evaluation,  to 
the  party  entitled  to  compensation,  or  into 
Court,  and  securing  the  payment  of  any 
further  sum  that  may  be  awarded  by  a  jury, 
such  property  may  be  taken;  and  where 
such  property  is  situated  in  Montgomery 
County  and  in  the  judgment  of  and  upon 
a  finding  by  the  County  Council  of  said 
County  that  there  is  immediate  need  there- 
for for  right  of  way  for  County  roads  or 
streets,  the  County  Council  may  provide 
that  such  property  may  be  taken  immedi- 
ately upon  payment  therefor  to  the  owner 
or  owners  thereof,  or  into  Court,  such 
amount  as  a  licensed  real  estate  broker 
appointed  by  the  County  Council  shall  esti- 
mate to  be  the  fair  market  value  of  such 
property,  provided  that  the  Council  shall 
secure  the  payment  of  any  further  sum 
that    may    subsequently    be    awarded    by    a 


not  taken  for  public  use  or  purposes  shall  be 
subject  to  any  reasonable  limitations  and  re- 
strictions that  the  General  Assembly  may 
prescribe  by  law. 
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jury.  In  the  various  municipal  corpora- 
tions within  Cecil  County,  where  in  the 
judgment  of  and  upon  a  finding  by  the 
governing  body  of  said  municipal  corpora- 
tion that  there  is  immediate  need  therefor 
for  right  of  way  for  municipal  roads,  streets 
and  extension  of  municipal  water  and  sew- 
age facilities,  the  governing  body  may 
provide  that  such  property  may  be  taken 
immediately  upon  payment  therefor  to  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  or  into  Court, 
such  amount  as  a  licensed  real  estate 
broker  appointed  by  the  particular  govern- 
ing body  shall  estimate  to  be  a  fair  market 
value  of  such  property,  provided  that  the 
municipal  corporation  shall  secure  the 
payment  of  any  further  sum  that  sub- 
sequently may  be  awarded  by  a  jury.  This 
sectiin  40A  shall  not  apply  in  Montgomery 
County  or  any  of  the  various  municipal 
corporations  within  Cecil  County,  if  the 
property  actually  to  be  taken  includes  a 
building  or  buildings. 

Sec.  40B.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
enact  no  law  authorizing  private  property 
to  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just 
compensation,  to  be  agreed  upon  between 
the  parties  or  awarded  by  a  jury,  being 
first  paid  or  tendered  to  the  party  entitled 
to  such  compensation,  except  that  where 
such  property  in  the  judgment  of  the  State 
Roads  Commission  is  needed  by  the  State 
for  highway  purposes,  the  General  Assembly 
may  provide  that  such  property  may  be 
taken  immediately  upon  payment  therefor 
to  the  owner  or  owners  thereof  by  said 
State  Roads  Commission,  or  into  Court, 
such  amount  as  said  State  Roads  Commission 
shall  estimate  to  be  of  the  fair  value  of 
said  property,  provided  such  legislation  also 
requires  the  payment  of  any  further  sum 
that  may  subsequently  be  awarded  by  a 
jury.  ' 

Sec.  40C.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
enact  no  law  authorizing  private  property 
to  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just 
compensation,  to  be  agreed  upon  between 
the  parties  or  awarded  by  a  jury,  being 
first  paid  or  tendered  to  the  party  entitled 
to  such  compensation,  except  that  where 
such  property,  located  in  Prince  George's 
County  in  this  State,  is  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Washington  Suburban  Sanitary  Com- 
mission needed  for  water  supply,  sewerage 
and  drainage  systems  to  be  extended  or 
constructed  by  the  said  Commission,  the 
General    Assembly    may    provide    that    such 
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property,  except  any  building  or  buildings 
may  be  taken  immediately  upon  payment 
therefor  by  the  condemning  authority  to 
the  owner  or  owners  thereof  or  into  the 
Court  to  the  use  of  the  person  or  persons 
entitled  thereto,  such  amount  as  the  con- 
demning authority  shall  estimate  to  be  the 
fair  value  of  said  propery,  provided  such 
legislation  requires  that  the  condemning 
authority's  estimate  be  not  less  than  the 
appraised  value  of  the  property  being  taken 
as  evaluated  by  at  least  one  qualified 
appraiser,  whose  qualifications  have  been 
accepted  by  a  Court  of  Recorcf:  of  this 
State,  and  also  requires  the  payment  of 
any  further  sum  that  may  subsequently  be 
awarded  by  a  jury,  and  provided  such  legis- 
lation limits  the  condemning  authority's 
utilization  of  the  acquisition  procedures 
specified  in  this  section  to  occasions  where 
it  has  acquired  or  is  acquiring  by  purchase 
or  other  procedures  one-half  or  more  of 
the  several  takings  of  land  or  interests  in 
land  necessary  for  any  given  water  supply, 
sewerage  or  drainage  extension  or  construc- 
tion project. 

Sec.  41.  Any  citizen  of  this  State,  who 
shall  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitu- 
tion, either  in,  or  out  of  this  State,  fight  a 
duel  with  deadly  weapons,  or  send,  or 
accept  a  challenge  so  to  do,  or  who  shall 
act  as  a  second,  or  knowingly  aid  or  assist 
in  any  manner,  those  offending,  shall,  ever 
thereafter,  be  incapable  of  holding  any 
office  of  profit  or  trust,  under  this  State, 
unless  relieved  from  the  disability  by  an 
act  of  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  42.  The  General  Assembly  shall  pass 
Laws  necessary  for  the  preservation  of  the 
purity  of  Elections. 

Sec.  43.  The  property  of  the  wife  shall 
be  protected  from  the  debts  of  her  husband. 

Sec.  44.  Laws  shall  be  passed  by  the 
General  Assembly,  to  protect  from  execution 
a  reasonable  amount  of  the  property  of  the 
debtor,  not  exceeding  in  value,  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  45.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
provide  a  simple  and  uniform  system  of 
charges  in  the  offices  of  Clerks  of  Courts, 
and  Registers  of  Wills,  in  the  Counties  of 
this  State,  and   the  City  of  Baltimore,  and 


See  Section  2.07,  Conduct  of  Elections,  p.  11. 


Section  5.32.     Cost  of  Judicinl  Branch. 

The  cost  of  the  operation  and  administra- 
tion of  the  judicial  branch  shall  be  borne 
exclusively  by  the  State,  and  all  revenues 
derived  from  the  operation  and  administra- 


36 


COMPARISON  OF  CONSTITUTIONS 


CONSTITUTION  OF  186: 


PROPOSED  CONSTITUTION  OF  1968 


for  the  collection  thereof;  provided,  the 
amount  of  compensation  to  any  of  the  said 
officers  in  the  various  Counties  and  in  the 
City  of  Baltimore  shall  be  such  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

Sec.  46.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
have  power  to  receive  from  the  United 
States,  any  grant,  or  donation  of  land,  money, 
or  securities  for  any'  purpose  designated 
by  the  United  States,  and  shall  administer, 
or  distribute  the  same  according  to  the 
conditions  of  the  said  grant. 

Sec.  47.  The  General  Assembly,  shall 
make  provisions  for  all  cases  of  contested 
elections  of  any  of  the  officers,  not  herein 
provided  for. 

Sec.  48.  Corporations  may  be  formed 
under  general  Laws,  but  shall  not  be  created 
by  special  act,  except  for  municipal  pur- 
poses and  except  in  cases  where  no  general 
Laws  exist,  providing  for  the  creation  of 
corporations  of  the  same  general  character, 
as  the  corporation  proposed  to  be  created; 
and  any  act  of  incorporation  passed  in  vio- 
lation of  this  section  shall  be  void.  All 
charters  granted,  or  adopted,  in  pursuance 
of  this  section,  and  all  charters  heretofore 
granted  and  created,  subject  to  repeal  or 
modification,  may  be  altered,  from  time  to 
time,  or  be  repealed;  provided,  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend to  Banks,  or  the  incorporation  thereof. 
The  General  Assembly  shall  not  alter  or 
amend  the  charter  of  any  corporation 
existing  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of 
this  Article,  or  pass  any  other  general  or 
special  law  for  the  benefit  of  such  corpo- 
ration except  upon  the  condition  that  such 
corporation  shall  surrender  all  claim  to 
exemption  from  taxation  or  from  the  repeal 
or  modification  of  its  charter,  and  that 
such  corporation  shall  thereafter  hold  its 
charter  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Constitution;  and  any  corporation  chartered 
by  this  State  which  shall  accept,  use,  enjoy, 
or  in  any  wise  avail  itself  of  any  rights, 
privileges,  or  advantages  that  may  here- 
after be  granted  or  conferred  by  any  gen- 
eral or  special  Act,  shall  be  conclusively 
presumed  to  have  thereby  surrendered  any 
exemption  from  taxation  to  which  it  may 
be  entitled  under  its  charter,  and  shall 
be  thereafter  subject  to  taxation  as  if  no 
such  exemption  has  been  granted  by  its 
charter. 


tion  of  the  judicial  branch  shall  inure  to  the 
State. 


See  Section  2.07,  Conduct  of  Elections,  p.  11. 


Section  9.10.     Corporation  Charters. 

Corporations  may  be  formed  under  general 
laws,  but  shall  not  be  created  by  special  act, 
except  in  cases  where  no  general  laws  exist 
providing  for  the  creation  of  corporations  of 
the  same  general  character  as  the  corporation 
proposed  to  be  created;  and  any  act  of  incor- 
poration passed  in  violation  of  this  section 
shall  be  void.  .All  charters  granted,  or  adopt- 
ed, in  pursuance  of  this  section,  and  all 
charters  heretofore  granted  and  created  sub- 
ject to  repeal  or  modification  may  be  altered, 
from  time  to  time,  or  be  repealed;  provided 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  extend  to  banks  or  the  incorporation 
thereof.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  al- 
ter or  amend  the  charter  of  any  corporation 
existing  on  December  3,  1891,  or  pass  any 
other  general  or  special  law  for  the  benefit 
of  such  corporation  except  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  such  corporation  shall  surrender  all 
claim  to  exemption  from  taxation  or  from 
the  repeal  or  modification  of  its  charter,  and 
t*liat  such  corporation  shall  thereafter  hold 
its  charter  suijject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Constitution;  and  any  corporation  chartered 
by  this  State  which  shall  accept,  use,  enjoy, 
or  in  any  wise  avail  itself  of  any  rights,  priv- 
ileges, or  advantages  granted  or  conferred  by 
any  general  or  special  act,  shall  be  conclu- 
sively presumed  to  have  thereby  surrendered 
any  exemption  from  taxation  to  which  it 
may  be  entitled  under  its  charter  and  shall 
be  thereafter  subject  to  taxation  as  if  no 
such  exemption  has  been  granted  by  its  char- 
ter except  to  the  extent  that  application  of 
this  section  may  be  prohii)ited  by  Article  I, 
Section  10,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 
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Sec.  49.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
have  power  to  regulate  by  Law,  not  in- 
consistent with  this  Constitution,  all  mat- 
ters which  relate  to  the  Judges  of  election, 
time,  place  and  manner  of  holding  elections 
in  this  State,  and  of  making  returns  thereof. 


Sec.  50.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
General  Assembly,  at  its  first  session,  held 
after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  to 
provide  by  Law  for  the  punishment,  by 
fine,  or  imprisonment  in  the  Penitentiary, 
or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Court, 
of  any  person,  who  shall  bribe,  or  attempt 
to  bribe,  any  Executive,  or  Judicial  officer 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  or  any  member, 
or  officer  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  or  of  any  Municipal 
Corporation  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  or 
any  Executive  officer  of  such  corporation, 
in  order  to  influence  him  in  the  performance 
of  any  of  his  official  duties;  and,  also,  to 
provide  by  Law  for  the  punishment,  by 
fine,  or  imprisonment  in  the  Penitentiary, 
or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  of 
any  of  said  officers,  or  members,  who  shall 
demand,  or  receive  any  bribe,  fee,  reward, 
or  testimonial,  for  the  performance  of  his 
official  duties,  or  for  neglecting,  or  failing 
to  perform  the  same;  and,  also,  to  provide 
by  Law  for  compelling  any  person,  so  brib- 
ing, or  attempting  to  bribe,  or  so  demanding, 
or  receiving  a  bribe,  fee,  reward,  or  testi- 
monial, to  testify  against  any  person,  or 
persons,  who  may  have  committed  any  of 
said  offences;  provided,  that  any  person, 
so  compelled  to  testify,  shall  be  exempted 
from  trial  and  punishment  for  the  offence,  of 
which  he  may  have  been  guilty;  and  any 
person,  convicted  of  such  offence,  shall,  as 
part  of  the  punishment  thereof,  be  forever 
disfranchised  and  disqualified  from  holding 
any  office  of  trust,  or  profit,  in   this  State. 


Section  2.07.     Conduct  of  Elections. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  shall  define 
residence,  establish  a  uniform  system  of  per- 
manent registration  of  voters,  provide  for 
the  nomination  of  candidates,  regulate  the 
time,  place,  and  manner  of  elections,  provide 
for  the  uniform  administration  of  elections, 
provide  for  absentee  voting,  insure  secrecy  of 
voting,  and  protect  the  integrity  of  the  elec- 
tion process.  A  municipal  corporation  may 
prescribe  by  law  election  dates  and  proce- 
dures for  the  administration  and  regulation 
of  its  municipal  elections,  subject  to  any 
procedures  and  standards  that  the  General 
Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law.  The  General 
Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  super- 
vision and  uniform  administration  of  laws 
enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  pursuant  to 
this  section. 
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Sec.  51.  The  personal  property  of 
residents  of  this  State,  shall  be  subject  to 
taxation  in  the  county  or  city  where  the 
resident  bona  fide  resides  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  year  for  which  the  tax  may 
or  shall  be  levied,  and  not  elsewhere,  except 
goods  and  chattels  permanently  located, 
which  shall  be  taxed  in  the  city  or  county 
where  they  are  so  located,  but  the  General 
Assembly  may  by  law  provide  for  the  taxa- 
tion of  mortgages  upon  property  in  this 
State  and  the  debts  secured  thereby,  in  the 
county  or  city  where  such  property  is 
situated. 

Sec.  52.  ( 1 )  The  General  Assembly  shall 
not  appropriate  any  money  out  of  the 
Treasury  except  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  section. 

(2)  Every  appropriation  bill  shall  be 
either  a  Budget  Bill,  or  a  Supplementary 
Appropriation  Bill,  as  hereinafter  provided. 

(3)  On  the  third  Wednesday  in  January 
in  each  year,  (except  in  the  case  of  a  newly 
elected  Governor,  and  then  not  later  than 
ten  days  after  the  convening  of  the  General 
Assembly),  unless  such  time  shall  be  ex- 
tended by  the  General  Assembly,  the 
Governor  shall  submit  to  the  General  As- 
sembly a  Budget  for  the  next  ensuing  fiscal 
year.  Each  Budget  shall  contain  a  com- 
plete plan  of  proposed  expenditures  and 
estimated  revenues  for  said  fiscal  year  and 
shall  show  the  estimated  surplus  or  deficit 
of  revenues  at  the  end  of  the  preceding 
fiscal  year.  Accompanying  each  Budget 
shall  be  a  statement  showing:  (a)  the 
revenues  and  expenditures  for  the  preced- 
ing fiscal  year;  (b)  the  current  assets, 
liabilities,  reserves  and  surplus  or  deficit  of 
the  State;  (c)  the  debts  and  funds  of  the 
State;  (d)  an  estimate  of  the  State's  financial 
condition  as  of  the  beginning  and  end  of 
the  preceding  fiscal  year;  (e)  any  ex- 
planation the  Governor  may  desire  to  make 
as  to  the  important  features  of  the  Budget 
and  any  suggestions  as  to  methods  for  reduc- 
tion   or    increase    of    the    State's    revenue. 

(4)  Each  Budget  shall  embrace  an  esti- 
mate of  all  appropriations  in  such  form  and 
detail  as  the  Governor  shall  determine  or 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  Law,  as  follows: 
(a)  for  the  General  Assembly  as  certified 
to  the  Governor  in  the  manner  hereinafter 
provided;  (b)  for  the  Executive  Depart- 
ment;   (c)    for    the    Judiciary    Department, 
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Section  6.02.     Local  Taxing  Power. 

All  units  of  local  government  shall  retain, 
unless  withdrawn  by  the  General  Assembly 
by  law,  those  taxing  powers  that  they  have 
at  the  efEective  date  of  this  Constitution. 
Taxing  powers  may  be  granted  or  withdrawn 
by  the  General  Assembly  by  law  applicable 
to  all  municipal  corporations  or  by  law  ap- 
plicable to  one  or  more  of  the  other  popu- 
larly elected  representative  local  governments. 

See  Section  7.04,  Powers  of  Counties,  p.  89, 
for  taxing  powers. 


See  Section  6.08,  Appropriations,  p.  30. 

Section  6.09.    The  Budget. 

The  governor  shall  submit  a  budget  for 
the  ensuing  fiscal  year  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly on  the  third  Wednesday  in  January  in 
each  year,  except  that  in  the  year  after  the 
election  of  a  new  governor,  the  budget  shall 
be  submitted  not  later  than  twelve  days  after 
the  convening  of  the  regular  session  of  the 
General  Assembly.  In  any  year  the  time  may 
be  extended  by  the  General  Assembly.  The 
budget  shall  show  the  estimated  surplus  or 
deficit  of  revenues,  at  the  end  of  the  preced- 
ing year  and  shall  contain  for  the  ensuing  fis- 
cal year  an  estimate  of  revenues,  a  complete 
plan  of  proposed  expenditures  by  program 
including  all  appropriations  required  by  this 
Constitution  or  by  law,  and  any  additional 
information  prescribed  by  law,  all  in  such 
form  and  detail  as  the  governor  shall  deter- 
mine. The  total  of  the  proposed  expenditures 
shall  be  limited  to  funds  available  therefor 
as  shown  in  the  budget. 

Section  6.10.     Mandatory  Appropriations. 

The  estimates  of  appropriations  for  the 
legislative  branch  certified  by  the  presiding 
officer  of  each  house,  and  for  the  judicial 
branch  certified  by  the  judge  designated  by 
the  chief  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  to 
certify  the  judicial  branch  budget,  shall  be 
transmitted  to  the  governor  in  the  form  and 
at  the  time  that  he  shall  direct.  To  the  ex- 
tent that  appropriations  for  the  legislative 
and  judicial  branches  and  for  state  support 
of  public  school  systems  are  required  by  law, 
the  estimates  therefor  shall  be  included  in 
the  budget  without  revision. 

Section  6.11.     Presentation  of  Budget  Bill. 

At  the  time  the  governor  submits  the 
budget  to  the  General  Assembly,  he  shall  de- 
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as  provided  by  Law,  certified  by  the  Comp- 
troller; (d)  to  pay  and  discharge  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  debt  of  the 
State  in  conformity  with  Section  34  of 
Article  3  of  the  Constitution,  and  all  Laws 
enacted  in  pursuance  thereof;  (e)  for  the 
salaries  payable  by  the  State  and  under 
the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  State:  (f) 
for  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
throughout  the  State  of  a  thorough  and 
efficient  system  of  public  schools  in  con- 
formity with  Article  8  of  the  Constitution 
and  with  the  Laws  of  the  State;  (g)  for 
such  other  purposes  as  are  set  forth  in  the 
Constitution   or  Laws  of  the  State. 

(5)  The  Governor  shall  deliver  to  the 
presiding  officer  of  each  House  the  Budget 
and  a  bill  for  all  the  proposed  appropria- 
tions of  the  Budget  classified  and  in  such 
form  and  detail  as  he  shall  determine  or 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  Law;  and  the 
presiding  officer  of  each  House  shall 
promptly  cause  said  bill  to  be  introduced 
therein,  and  such  bill  shall  be  known  as 
the  "Budget  Bill."  The  Governor  may, 
with  the  consent  of  the  General  Assembly, 
before  final  action  thereon  by  the  General 
Assembly,  amend  or  supplement  said  Budget 
to  correct  an  oversight,  provide  funds  con- 
tingent on  passage  of  pending  legislation 
or,  in  case  of  an  emergency,  by  delivering 
such  an  amendment  or  supplement  to  the 
presiding  officers  of  both  Houses;  and  such 
amendment  or  supplement  shall  thereby 
become  a  part  of  said  Budget  Bill  as  an 
addition  to  the  items  of  said  bill  or  as  a 
modification  of  or  a  substitute  for  any  item 
of  said  bill  such  amendment  or  supplement 
may  affect. 

(6)  The  General  Assembly  shall  not 
amend  the  Budget  Bill  so  as  to  affect  either 
the  obligations  of  the  State  under  Section  34 
of  Article  3  of  the  Constitution,  or  the 
provisions  made  by  the  Laws  of  the  State 
for  the  establishment  and  maintenance  of 
a  system  of  public  schools  or  the  payment 
of  any  salaries  required  to  be  paid  by  the 
State  of  Maryland  by  the  Constitution 
thereof;  and  the  General  Assembly  may 
amend  the  bill  by  increasing  or  diminishing 
the  items  therein  relating  to  the  General 
Assembly,  and  by  increasing  the  items 
therein  relating  to  the  judiciary,  but  except 
as  hereinbefore  specified,  may  not  alter  the 
said  bill  except  to  strike  out  or  reduce 
items  therein,  provided,  however,  that  the 
salary  or  compensation  of  any  public  officer 
shall    not  be   decreased   during   his   term   of 


liver  to  the  presiding  officer  of  each  house  a 
budget  bill  for  all  the  proposed  appropria- 
tions of  the  budget,  classified  and  in  the 
form  and  detail  that  he  shall  detemiine  or 
that  the  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by 
law.  Each  presiding  officer  shall  promptly 
cause  the  budget  bill  to  be  introduced.  Be- 
fore final  action  on  the  budget  bill  by  the 
General  Assembly,  the  governor  may  amend 
or  supplement  the  bill  to  correct  an  over- 
sight, to  appropriate  funds  contingent  on 
passage  of  pending  legislation,  or  to  provide 
for  an  emergency.  An  amendment  or  a  sup- 
plement shall  be  delivered  to  the  presiding 
officer  of  each  house,  and  it  shall  become  an 
addition,  substitute,  or  modification  of  the 
budget  bill  or  any  item  thereof.  Each 
amendment  or  supplement  shall  be  accompa- 
nied by  a  statement  by  the  governor 
explaining  the  reasons  therefor. 

Section  6.12.     Amendment  of  Budget  Bill. 

The  General  Assembly  may  amend  the 
iHidget  bill  by  increasing  any  item  relating  to 
the  legislative  or  judicial  branches,  or  by  de- 
ducing or  striking  out  any  item  except  the 
appropriation  of  sufficient  funds  to  provide 
for  the  timely  payment  of  interest  upo'h  and 
installments  of  principal  of  all  state  indebt- 
edness and  the  appropriations  required  by 
law  for  state  support  of  public  school  sys- 
tems. The  General  Assembly  may  not  amend 
the  budget  bill  in  any  other  manner,  or 
change  the  estimate  of  revenues,  or  decrease 
the  compensation  of  a  public  officer  during 
his  term  of  office. 

Section  6.13.     Enactment  of  Budget  Bill. 

The  budget  bill  shall  become  law  when 
passed  by  both  houses  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly and  shall  not  be  subject  to  veto  by  the 
governor.  If  the  budget  bill  shall  not  have 
been  finally  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly 
by  the  eightieth  day  of  its  regular  session, 
the  go\crnor  shall  issue  a  proclamation  ex- 
tending the  session  until  the  enactment  of 
the  l)udget  bill  and  ten  days  thereafter.  After 
the  proclamation  no  other  legislation,  except 
provision  for  the  cost  of  the  extended  ses- 
sion, shall  be  finally  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  until  the  budget  bill  has  been  en- 
acted. 

Sctiion  6.14.     Testimony  on  Budget  Bill. 

Either  house  of  the  General  Assembly  may 
require  any  person  in  any  branch  or  agency 
of  the  state  government,  other  than  the  gov- 
i  rnor.  to  appear  and  testify  with  respect  to 
the  budget  bill  or  a  supplemental y  appropri- 
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office;  and  such  bill,  when  and  as  passed 
by  both  Houses,  shall  be  a  law  immediately 
without    further    action    by    the    Governor. 

(7)  The  Governor  and  such  representa- 
tives of  the  executive  departments,  boards, 
officers  and  commissions  of  the  State  ex- 
pending or  applying  for  State's  moneys,  as 
have  been  designated  by  the  Governor  for 
this  purpose,  shall  have  the  right,  and  when 
requested  by  either  House  of  the  General 
Assembly,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  appear 
and  be  heard  with  respect  to  any  Budget 
Bill  during  the  consideration  thereof,  and  to 
answer  inquiries  relative  thereto. 

(8)  Supplementary  Appropriation  Bill. 
Either  House  may  consider  other  appro- 
priations but  both  houses  shall  not  finally 
act  upon  such  appropriations  until  after 
the  Budget  Bill  has  been  finally  acted  upon 
by  both  Houses,  and  no  such  other  appro- 
priation shall  be  valid  except  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  following:  (a)  Every 
such  appropriation  shall  be  embodied  in  a 
separate  bill  limited  to  some  single  work, 
object  or  purpose  therein  stated  and  called 
herein  a  Supplementary  Appropriation 
Bill;  (b)  Each  Supplementary  Appropriation 
Bill  shall  provide  the  revenue  necessary 
to  pay  the  appropriation  thereby  made  by 
a  tax,  direct  or  indirect,  to  be  levied  and 
collected  as  shall  be  directed  in  said  bill; 
(c)  No  Supplementary  Appropriation  Bill 
shall  become  a  law  unless  it  be  passed  in 
each  House  by  a  vote  of  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  the  members  elected, 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  recorded  on  its  final 
passage;  (d)  Each  Supplementary  Appro- 
priation Bill  shall  be  presented  to  the 
Governor  of  the  State  as  provided  in  Section 
17  of  Article  2  of  the  Constitution  and 
thereafter  all  the  provisions  of  said  section 
shall  apply. 

(9)  Nothing  in  this  section  shall  be  con- 
strued as  preventing  the  General  Assembly 
from  passing  at  any  time,  in  accordance 
with  the  provisions  of  Section  28  of  Article 
3  of  the  Constitution  and  subject  to  the 
Governor's  power  of  approval  as  provided 
in  Section  17  of  Article  2  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, an  appropriation  bill  to  provide  for 
the  payment  of  any  obligation  of  the  State 
within  the  protection  of  Section  10  of  Article 
1   of  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

(10)  If  the  Budget  Bill  shall  not  have 
been  finally  acted  upon  by  the  Legislature 
three  days  before  the  expiration  of  its 
regular   session,    the    Governor   may,   and    it 


ation  bill.  The  governor  or  a  person 
designated  by  him  shall  have  the  right  to  ap- 
pear and  testify  with  respect  to  these  bills. 

Section  6.15.     Supplementary  Appropriations. 

Any  other  appropriation  shall  be  embod- 
ied in  a  supplementary  appropriation  bill, 
the  purpose  or  purposes  of  which  shall  be 
clearly  defined  therein.  In  a  regular  session  a 
supplementary  appropriation  bill  may  be 
passed  by  either  house,  but  shall  not  be  final- 
ly passed  by  both  houses  until  the  budget 
bill  has  been  enacted.  In  a  special  session  a 
supplementary  appropriation  bill  may  be 
considered  and  enacted  at  any  time.  Except 
with  regard  to  capital  projects  submitted  by 
the  governor,  a  supplementary  appropriation 
bill  shall  provide  the  revenue  necessary  to 
pay  the  appropriation  by  a  tax,  direct  or  in- 
direct, to  be  levied  and  collected  as  pre- 
scribed therein. 

See  Section  6.13,  Enactment  of  Budget  Bill, 
p.  40. 

See  Section  4.33,  Information  from  Adminis- 
trative Officers,  p.  19. 
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shall  be  his  duty  to  issue  a  proclamation 
extending  the  session  for  some  further  period 
as  may,  in  his  judgment,  be  necessary  for 
the  passage  of  such  bill;  but  no  other 
matter  than  such  bill  shall  be  considered 
during  such  extended  session  except  a  pro- 
vision for  the  cost  thereof. 

(11)  The  Governor  for  the  purpose  of 
making  up  his  Budget  shall  have  the  power, 
and  it  shall  be  his  duty,  to  require  from 
the  proper  State  officials,  including  herein 
all  executive  departments,  all  executive  and 
administrative  offices,  bureaus,  boards,  com- 
missions and  agencies,  expending  or  super- 
vising the  expenditure  of,  and  all  institu- 
tions applying  for  State  moneys  and  appro- 
priations, such  itemized  estimates  and  other 
information,  in  such  form  and  at  such 
times  as  he  shall  direct.  The  estimates 
for  the  Legislative  Department,  certified  by 
the  presiding  officer  of  each  House,  of  the 
Judiciary,  as  provided  by  Law,  certified  by 
the  Comptroller,  and  for  the  public  schools, 
as  provided  by  law,  shall  be  transmitted 
to  the  Governor,  in  such  form  and  at  such 
times  as  he  shall  direct,  and  shall  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Budget  without  revision. 

(12)  The  Governor  may  provide  for  pub- 
lic hearings  on  all  estimates  and  may  require 
the  attendance  at  such  hearings  of  repre- 
sentatives of  all  agencies,  and  for  all  in- 
stitutions applying  for  State  moneys.  After 
such  public  hearings  he  may,  in  his  discre- 
tion, revise  all  estimates  except  those  for 
the  legislative  and  judiciary  departments, 
and  for  the  public  schools,  as  provided  by 
Law. 

(13)  The  General  Assembly  may,  from 
time  to  time,  enact  such  Laws  not  incon- 
sistent with  this  section,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  carry  out  its  provisions. 

(14)  In  the  event  of  any  inconsistency 
between  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Sec- 
tion and  any  of  the  other  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  the  provisions  of  this  Section 
shall  prevail.  But  nothing  herein  shall  in 
any  manner  affect  the  provisions  of  Section 
34  of  Article  3  of  the  Constitution  or  of 
any  laws  heretofore  or  hereafter  passed  in 
pursuance  thereof,  or  be  construed  as  pre- 
venting the  Governor  from  calling  extra- 
ordinary sessions  of  the  General  Assembly, 
as  provided  by  Section  16  of  Article  2,  or 
as  preventing  the  General  Assembly  at  such 
extraordinary  sessions  from  considering  any 
emergency  appropriation  or  appropriations. 
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(15)  If  any  item  of  any  appropriation 
bill  passed  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Section  shall  be  held  invalid  upon  any 
ground,  such  invalidity  shall  not  affect  the 
legality  of  the  bill  or  of  any  other  item 
of  such  bill  or  bills. 

Sec.  53.  No  person  shall  be  incompetent, 
as  a  witness,  on  account  of  race  or  color, 
unless  hereafter  so  declared  by  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  54.  No  County  of  this  State  shall 
contract  any  debt,  or  obligation,  in  the 
construction  of  any  Railroad,  Canal,  or 
other  Work  of  Internal  Improvement,  nor 
give,  or  loan  its  credit  to,  or  in  aid  of  any 
association,  or  corporation,  unless  author- 
ized  by   an   Act   of   the   General   Assembly. 


Sec.  55.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
pass  no  Law  suspending  the  privilege  of 
the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 

Sec.  56.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
have  power  to  pass  all  such  Laws  as  may  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  powers  vested,  by  this  Con- 
stitution, in  any  Department,  or  office  of 
the  Government,  and  the  duties  imposed 
upon  them  thereby. 

Sec.  57.  The  Legal  Rate  of  Interest 
shall  be  six  per  cent  per  annum;  unless 
otherwise  provided  by  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  58.  The  Legislature  shall  provide 
by  Law  for  State  and  municipal  taxation 
upon  the  revenues  accruing  from  business 
done  in  the  State  by  all  foreign  corporations. 

Sec.  59.  The  office  of  "State  Pension 
Commissioner"  is  hereby  abolished;  and  the 
Legislature  shall  pass  no  law  creating  such 
office,  or  establishing  any  general  pension 
system  within  this  State. 

Sec.  60.  The  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland  shall  have  the  power  to  provide 
by  suitable   general   enactment    (a)    for   the 
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See  Section  1.03,  Due  Process  and  Equal  Pro- 
tection, p.  5. 


Section    7.10.     Credit    Limitations    of    Local 
Governments. 

The  assets  or  credit  of  a  unit  of  local  gov- 
ernment may  be  given  or  lent  to  any  indi- 
vidual, association,  or  corporation  only  if  a 
public  purpose  will  be  served  thereby,  and 
then  subject  to  any  other  restrictions  pre- 
scribed by  law.  The  act  of  the  governing 
body  making  the  gift  or  loan  shall  state  the 
public  purpose  to  be  served,  and  no  gift  of 
credit  or  loan  of  credit  or  loan  of  assets  shall 
be  made  without  the  consent  of  three-fifths 
jof  the  members  of  the  governing  body. 

Section  1.14.     Habeas  Corpus. 

The  right  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
shall  not  be  suspended. 

See  Section  3.01,  Legislative  Power,  p.  2. 


See   Section   5.01,  Judicial  Power,  p.   3;  Sec- 
tion 5.03,  Rule-Making  Power,  p.  56. 
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suspension  of  sentence  by  the  Court  in 
criminal  cases;  (b)  for  any  form  of  the 
indeterminate  sentence  in  criminal  cases, 
and  (c)  for  the  release  upon  parole  in  what- 
ever manner  the  General  Assembly  may 
prescribe,  of  convicts  imprisoned  under 
sentence  for  crimes. 

Sec.  61.  (a)  The  General  Assembly  may 
authorize  and  empower  any  county  or  any 
municipal  corporation,  by  public  local  law: 

( 1 )  To  carry  out  urban  renewal  projects 
which  shall  be  limited  to  slum  clearance  in 
slum  or  blighted  areas  and  redevelopment 
or  the  rehabilitation  of  slum  or  blighted 
areas,  and  to  include  the  acquisition, 
within  the  boundary  lines  of  such  county 
or  municipal  corporation,  of  land  and  prop- 
erty of  every  kind  and  any  right,  interest, 
franchise,  easement  or  privilege  therein,  by 
purchase,  lease,  gift,  condemnation  or  any 
other  legal  means.  The  term  "slum  area" 
shall  mean  any  area  where  dwellings  pre- 
dominate which,  by  reason  of  depreciation, 
overcrowding,  faulty  arrangement  or  de- 
sign, lack  of  ventilation,  light  or  sanitary 
facilities,  or  any  combination  of  these  factors, 
are  detrimental  to  the  public  safety,  health 
or  morals.  The  term  "blighted  area"  shall 
mean  an  area  in  which  a  majority  of  build- 
ings have  declined  in  productivity  by  rea- 
son of  obsolescence,  depreciation  or  other 
causes  to  an  extent  they  no  longer  justify 
fundamental  repairs  and  adequate  mainte- 
nance. 

(2)  To  sell,  lease,  convey,  transfer  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  any  of  said  land  or 
property,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  it  has 
been  developed,  redeveloped,  altered  or  im- 
proved and  irrespective  of  the  manner  or 
means  in  or  by  which  it  may  have  been 
acquired,  to  any  private,  public  or  quasi 
public  corporation,  partnership,  association, 
person  or  other  legal  entity. 

No  land  or  property  taken  by  any  county 
or  any  municipal  corporation  for  any  of  the 
aforementioned  purposes  or  in  connection 
with  the  exercise  of  any  of  the  powers 
which  may  be  granted  to  such  county  or 
municipal  corporation  pursuant  to  this 
section  by  exercising  the  power  of  eminent 
domain  shall  be  taken  without  just  com- 
pensation, as  agreed  upon  between  the 
parties,  or  awarded  by  a  jury,  being  first 
paid  or  tendered  to  the  party  entitled  to 
such  compensation. 

All  land  or  property  needed,  or  taken 
by    the    exercise    of    the    power    of    eminent 


See  Section  1.16,  Eminent  Domain,  p.  33;  Sec- 
tion 3.22,  General  Application  of  Laws,  p.  31; 
Section  7.04,  Powers  of  Counties,  p.  89. 


44 


COMPARISON  OF  CONSTITUTIONS 


CONSTITUTION  OF  186i 


domain,  by  any  county  or  any  municipal 
corporation  for  any  of  the  aforementioned 
purposes  or  in  connection  with  the  exercise 
of  any  of  the  powers  which  may  be  granted 
pursuant  to  this  section  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  needed  or  taken  for  public  uses  and 
purposes.  Any  or  all  of  the  activities  au- 
thorized pursuant  to  this  section  shall  con- 
stitute governmental  functions  undertaken 
for  public  uses  and  purposes  and  the  power 
of  taxation  may  be  exercised,  public  funds 
expended  and  public  credit  extended  in 
furtherance  thereof. 

(b)  The  General  Assembly  may  grant 
to  any  county  or  any  municipal  corporation, 
by  public  local  law,  any  and  all  additional 
power  and  authority  necessary  or  proper  to 
carry  into  full  force  and  effect  any  and 
all  of  the  specific  powers  authorized  by  this 
section  and  to  fully  accomplish  any  and  all 
of  the  purposes  and  objects  contemplated  by 
the  provisions  of  this  section,  provided  such 
additional  power  or  authority  is  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  terms  and  provisions  of  this 
section  or  with  any  other  provision  or  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  of  Maryland. 

(c)  The  General  Assembly  of  Maryland, 
by  public  local  law,  may  establish  or 
authorize  the  establishment  of  a  public  body 
or  agency  to  undertake  in  a  county  or 
municipal  corporation  (other  than  Balti- 
more City)  the  activities  authorized  by  this 
section,  and  may  provide  that  any  or  all 
of  the  powers,  except  the  power  of  taxation, 
herein  authorized  to  be  granted  to  such 
county  or  municipal  corporation  shall  be 
vested  in  such  public  body  or  agency  or 
in  any  existing  public  body  or  agency. 

(d)  The  General  Assembly  may  place 
such  other  and  further  restrictions  or  limi- 
tations on  the  exercise  of  any  of  the  powers 
provided  for  in  this  section^  as  it  may  deem 
proper  and  expedient.  "* 

(e)  The  provisions  of  this  section  are 
independent  of,  and  shall  in  no  way  affect, 
the  powers  granted  under  Article  XIB  of 
the  Constitution  of  Maryland,  title  "City  of 
Baltimore — Land  Development  and  Rede- 
velopment." Also,  the  power  provided  in  this 
section  for  the  General  Assembly  to  enact 
public  local  laws  authorizing  any  municipal 
corporation  or  any  county  to  carry  out 
urban  renewal  projects  prevails  over  the 
restrictions  contained  in  Article  llA  "Local 
Legislation"  and  in  Article  llE  "Municipal 
Corporations"  of  this  Constitution. 
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NO  COMPARABLE  SECTIONS. 

Section  3.05.     Redistricting  Commission. 

Six  months  before  the  first  day  of  the  reg- 
ular session  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
year  in  which  redistricting  is  to  be  effective, 
the  presiding  officer  and  the  minority  leader 
of  each  house  shall  each  appoint  two  persons 
to  a  commission  on  legislative  redistricting. 
The  governor  shall  appoint  an  additional 
member  who  shall  serve  as  chairman  of  the 
commission.  Any  vacancy  on  the  commission 
shall  be  filled  by  the  appointing  authority. 
The  commission  shall  adopt  a  redistricting 
plan  only  by  a  majority  vote  of  all  its  mem- 
bers. No  member  of  the  commission  shall 
hold  a  popularly  elected  office  in  the  State. 


Legislative  Redistricting  Proce- 


Section  3.06. 
dure. 

The  commission  on  legislative  redistricting 
shall  submit  a  plan  to  the  governor,  who 
shall  transmit  it  to  the  General  Assembly  by 
the  first  day  of  the  regular  session  in  the 
year  in  which  redistricting  is  to  be  effective. 
If  any  other  plan  has  not  been  prescribed  by 
law  within  seventy  days  after  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  commission  plan  to  the  General 
Assembly,  then  the  commission  plan  shall  be- 
come law.  The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  have 
original  jurisdiction,  upon  petition  of  any 
qualified  voter,  to  review  the  new  redistrict- 
ing law  and  the  commission  plan  if  it  has 
not  become  law.  If  the  Court  of  Appeals 
finds  a  redistricting  law  enacted  by  the  Gen- 
oral  Assembly  invalid,  then  the  commission 
plan  shall  become  law.  If  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals finds  the  commission  plan  invalid,  then 
the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  grant  appropriate 
relief  for  the  conduct  of  the  impending  elec- 
tion. 

Section      3.08.     Congressional      Redistricting 
Procedure. 

The  commission  on  legislative  redistricting 
shall  submit  a  congressional  redistricting 
plan  to  the  governor,  who  shall  transmit  it  to 
the  General  Assembly  by  the  first  day  of  the 
regular  session  in  the  year  in  which  congres- 
sional redistricting  is  to  be  effective.  The 
General  Assnnbly  shall  enact  either  the  com- 
mission plan  or  a  congressional  redistricting 
plan  of  its  own. 

Section  6.16.     Capital  Expenditures. 

Appropriations  for  capital  projects  to  be 
financed  by  the  creation  of  indcl)tedness  of 
the  Stale  shall  be  embodied  in  a  supplemen- 
tary  appropriation    iiill   which   shall   contain 
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ARTICLE  IV. 
JUDICIARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Part  I.     General  Provisions. 

Section  1.  The  Judicial  power  of  this 
State  shall  be  vested  in  a  Court  of  Appeals, 
and  such  intermediate  courts  of  appeal,  as 
shall  be  provided  by  law  by  the  General 
Assembly,  Circuit  Courts,  Orphans'  Courts, 
such  Courts  for  the  City  of  Baltimore,  as 
are  hereinafter  provided  for,  and  Justices 
of  the  Peace;  all  said  Courts  shall  be  Courts 
of  Record,  and  each  shall  have  a  seal  to  be 
used  in  the  authentication  of  all  process 
issuing  therefrom.  The  process  and  official 
character  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall  be 
authenticated  as  hath  heretofore  been  prac- 
ticed in  this  State,  or  may  hereafter  be 
prescribed  by  Law. 

Sec.  2.  The  Judges  of  all  of  the  said 
Courts  shall  be  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  qualified  voters  under  this 
Constitution,  and  shall  have  resided  there- 
in not  less  than  five  years,  and  not  less 
than  six  months  next  preceding  their  elec- 
tion, or  appointment,  as  the  case  may  be, 
in  the  city,  county,  judicial  circuit,  inter- 
mediate appellate  judicial  circuit  or  appel- 
late judicial  circuit  for  which  they  may  be, 
respectively,  elected,  or  appointed.  They 
shall  be  not  less  than  thirty  years  of  age 
at  the  time  of  their  election,  or  appointment, 
and  shall  be  selected  from  those  who  have 
been  admitted  to  practice  Law  in  this  State, 
and  who  are  most  distinguished  for  integrity, 
wisdom  and  sound  legal  knowledge. 

Sec.  3.  The  Judges  of  the  said  several 
Courts  other  than  the  Court  of  Appeals  or 
any  intermediate  courts  of  appeal  shall, 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  Section  5  of  this 
Article  of  the  Constitution,  be  elected  in 
Baltimore  City  and  in  each  county,  by  the 
qualified  voters  of  the  city  and  of  each 
county,  respectively,  except  that  in  the  First 
and  Second  Judicial  Circuits  the  said  Judges 
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an  irrevocable  pledge  of  the  full  faith  and 
credit  and  unlimited  taxing  power  of  the 
State.  Any  such  appropriation  that  is  in  ad- 
dition to  or  exceeds  the  capital  appropria- 
tions submitted  to  the  General  Assembly  by 
the  governor  shall  provide  for  a  tax,  direct 
or  indirect,  sufficient  to  pay  the  debt  service 
required  thereby,  to  be  levied  and  collected 
as  prescribed  in  the  supplementary  appropri- 
ation bill. 


See  Section  5.01,  Judicial  Power,  p.  3. 


Section  5.14.     Eligibility  for  Nomination  and 
Appointment. 

A  judge  shall  have  been  a  citizen  of  the 
State  and  shall  have  been  authorized  to  prac- 
tice law  in  the  State  for  at  least  five  years 
immediately  preceding  his  nomination.  A 
nominee  for  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
or  of  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court  shall 
be  a  resident  of  the  circuit  where  that  court 
vacancy  exists.  A  nominee  for  judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  shall  be  a  resident  of  the 
county  where  the  vacancy  exists.  A  nominee 
for  judge  of  the  District  Court  shall  be  a  res- 
ident of  the  district  where  the  vacancy  ex- 
ists. 


See  Section  5.22,  Judicial  Term  of  Office,  p. 
61. 

Section  5.23.     Judicial  Retirement. 

Each  judge  shall  retire  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty. If  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  approve,  the  chief  judge 
may  authorize  a  retired  judge  to  perform 
temporarily  judicial  duties  in  any  court. 
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of  the  several  Courts  shall  be  elected  by  the 
qualified  voters  in  each  respective  Judicial 
Circuit  as  hereinafter  provided,  all  of  the 
said  Judges  to  be  elected  at  the  general 
election  to  be  held  on  the  Tuesday  after  the 
first  Monday  in  November,  as  nov/  provided 
for  in  the  Constitution.  Each  of  the  said 
Judges  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term 
of  fifteen  years  from  the  time  of  his  election, 
and  until  his  successor  is  elected  and  quali- 
fied, or  until  he  shall  have  attained  the 
age  of  seventy  years,  v^hichever  may  first 
happen,  and  be  re-eligible  thereto  until  he 
shall  have  attained  the  age  of  sevesnty 
years,  and  not  after.  In  case  of  the  in- 
ability of  any  of  said  Judges  to  discharge 
his  duties  w^ith  efficiency,  by  reason  of  con- 
tinued sickness,  or  of  physical  or  mental 
infirmity,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the 
General  Assembly,  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  each  House  concurring,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Governor  to  retire  said 
Judge  from  office. 

Sec.  4.  Any  Judge  shall  be  removed 
from  office  by  the  Governor,  on  conviction 
in  a  Court  of  Law,  of  incompetency,  of 
wilful  neglect  of  duty,  misbehavior  in  office, 
or  any  other  crime,  or  on  impeachment, 
according  to  this  Constitution,  or  the  Laws 
of  the  State;  or  on  the  address  of  the 
General  Assembly,  two-thirds  of  each  House 
concurring  in  such  address,  and  the  accused 
having  been  notified  of  the  charges  against 
him,  and  having  had  opportunity  of  making 
his  defence. 

Sec.  4A.  (a)  There  is  created  a  Com- 
mission on  Judicial  Disabilities,  composed 
of  five  persons  appointed  by  the  Governor 
of  Maryland.  The  members  of  the  Com- 
mission shall  be  citizens  and  residents  of 
this  State.  Three  members  of  the  Commis- 
sion shall  be  appointed  from  among  the 
judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  the  Circuit 
Court  for  the  Counties  and  of  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Baltimore  City;  one  member  shall 
be  appointed  from  among  those  persons  who 
are  admitted  to  the  practice  of  Law  in  the 
State,  who  have  been  so  engaged  for  at 
least  fifteen  years,  and  who  is  not  a  judge 
of  any  Court;  and  one  member  shall  rep- 
resent the  public,  who  shall  not  be  a  judge, 
active  or  retired,  and  who  is  not  admitted 
to  the  practice  of  Law  in  this  State.  The 
term  of  office  of  each  member  shall  be  for 
four  years  commencing  on  January  1,  except 
that  of  those  persons  first  appointed  to  the 
Commission    one    shall    be    appointed    for    a 


See    Sections   5.14-5.21,   for    the   selection    of 
judges,  pp.  47,  16,  75-77. 

See  Sections  5.26-5.30  for  removal  of  judges, 
pp.  48-50. 


See  Section  9.04,  Impeachment,  p.  29.  See  also 
Sections  5.26-5.30,  for  the  removal  of  judges, 
pp.  48-50. 


Section  5.2b.     Commission  on  Judicial  Disa- 
bilities. 

The  Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities 
shall  consist  of  one  judge  of  the  Intermedi- 
ate Appellate  Court,  one  judge  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court,  one  judge  of  the  District  Court, 
one  lay  member,  and  one  lawyer  member. 
The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  appoint  the 
judicial  members.  The  governor  shall  ap- 
point the  lay  and  lawyer  members  from 
among  the  qualified  voters  of  the  State.  The 
term  of  each  member  shall  be  four  years,  but 
the  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  by  law 
shorter  terms  for  the  three  judicial  members 
and  one  of  the  other  nu'ml)ers  first  appoint- 
ed, in  order  to  establish  overlapping  terms  of 
office.  A  vacancy  on  the  Commission  shall  l)c 
filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  No 
member  shall  receive  compensation  for  his 
service. 
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term  of  one  year,  one  for  two  years,  one 
for  three  years,  and  two  for  four  years  and 
thereafter  all  terms  shall  be  for  four  years. 
Whenever  any  member  of  the  Commission 
appointed  from  among  judges  in  the  State 
ceases  to  be  a  judge,  when  any  member 
appointed  from  among  those  admitted  to  the 
practice  of  Law  becomes  a  judge,  when 
any  member  representing  the  public  becomes 
a  judge  or  is  admitted  to  the  practice  of 
Law  in  this  State,  or  when  any  member 
ceases  to  be  a  resident  of  the  State,  in 
such  case  the  membership  of  this  member 
shall  forthwith  terminate.  Any  vacancies 
on  the  Commission  shall  be  filled  for  the 
unexpired  term  by  the  Governor  in  the 
same  manner  as  for  making  of  appointments 
to  the  Commission  and  subject  to  the  same 
qualifications  which  were  applicable  to  the 
person  causing  the  vacancy.  No  member 
of  the  Commission  shall  receive  any  com- 
pensation for  his  services  as  such  but  shall 
be  allowed  any  expenses  necessarily  incur- 
red in  the  performance  of  his  duties  as 
such  member. 

(b)  The  concurrence  of  a  majority  of 
the  appointed  members  shall  be  sufficient 
for  the  validity  of  any  act  of  the  Com- 
mission. The  Commission  shall  select  one  of 
its  members  to  serve  as  Chairman. 


Sec.  4B.  (a)  A  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  of  the  Circuit  Courts  for  the 
Counties,  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Balti- 
more City,  of  the  Orphans'  Courts  and 
all  other  judges  elected  or  subject  to  elec- 
tion, and  those  appointed  if  the  full  term 
of  the  particular  office  is  for  not  less  than 
four  years,  (including  a  judge  holding  office 
on  the  date  of  adoption  of  this  Amend- 
ment) may,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
cedure described  in  this  section,  be  removed 
for  misconduct  in  office,  persistent  failure 
to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  or  con- 
duct which  shall  prejudice  the  proper  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  or  may  be  retired 
for  disability  seriously  interfering  with  the 
performance  of  his  duties,  which  is,  or  is 
likely  to  become,  of  a  permanent  char- 
acter. The  Commission  may,  after  such 
investigation  as  it  deems  necessary,  order 
a  hearing  to  be  held  before  it  concerning 
the  removal  or  retirement  of  a  judge.  If, 
after    hearing,    the    Commission    finds    good 
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Section  5.28.     Procedures  of  Commission  on 
Judicial  Disabilities. 

The  Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities 
shall  act  only  upon  the  concurrence  of  a  ma- 
jority of  its  members.  The  Commission  shall 
elect  one  of  its  members  as  chairman.  Practice 
and  procedure  before  the  Commission  shall 
be  prescribed  by  rule. 

See  Section  5.26,  Commission  on  Judicial  Dis- 
abilities, p.  48. 

Section    5.30.     Retirement    by   Court   of   Ap- 
peals. 

Upon  reconniicndation  of  the  Commission 
on  Judicial  Disabilities  that  a  judge  be  re- 
tired from  office,  the  Court  of  Appeals,  after 
hearing  and  upon  a  finding  of  disability 
which  is  or  is  likely  to  becoine  permanent 
and  which  seriously  interferes  with  the  per- 
formance of  his  duties,  may  retire  the  judge 
from  office.  A  judge  retirctl  under  this  sec- 
tion shall  have  the  rights  and  privileges 
prescribed  by  law  for  other  retired  judges.  No 
judge  shall  sit  in  judgment  in  any  hearing 
invohing  his  own  retirement. 
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cause  therefor  as  aforesaid,  it  shall  recom- 
mend to  the  General  Assembly  the  removal 
or  retirement,  as  the  case  may  be,  of  the 
judge. 

(b)  The  General  Assembly  shall  review 
the  record  of  the  proceedings  on  the  law 
and  facts  and  in  its  discretion  may  permit 
the  introduction  of  additional  evidence  and 
by  a  joint  resolution  passed  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  members  elected  in  each  House 
thereof,  shall  order  removal  or  retirement, 
as  it  finds  just  and  proper,  or  wholly  reject 
the  recommendation.  Upon  an  order  for 
retirement,  the  judge  shall  thereby  be  re- 
tired with  the  rights  and  privileges  provided 
by  Law.  Upon  an  order  of  removal,  the 
judge  shall  thereby  be  removed  from  office, 
his  salary  shall  cease  from  the  date  of  such 
order,  and  neither  he  nor  his  widow,  upon 
his  death,  shall  receive  any  benefits,  pension, 
or  retirement  allowance  accruing  from  ju- 
dicial service. 

(c)  All  papers  filed  with  and  proceedings 
before  the  Commission  on  Judicial  Dis- 
abilities, pursuant  to  this  section  shall  be 
confidential,  and  the  filing  of  papers  with 
and  the  giving  of  testimony  before  the 
Commission  shall  be  privileged.  No  other 
publication  of  such  papers  or  proceedings 
shall  be  privileged  in  any  action  for  def- 
amation except  that  (a)  the  record  filed 
by  the  Commission  in  the  General  Assembly 
continues  to  be  privileged  and  upon  such 
filing  loses  its  confidential  character  and 
(b)  a  writing  which  was  privileged  prior 
to  its  filing  with  the  Commission  does  not 
lose  such  privilege  by  such  filing.  The 
Commission  and  the  General  Assembly  shall 
have  the  power  to  issue  and  enforce  process 
to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  and 
the  production  of  evidence.  The  General 
Assembly  shall  by  statute  provide  for  pro- 
cedure under  this  section  before  the  Com- 
mission on  Judicial  Disabilities  and  by  rule 
shall  provide  for  procedure  under  this  sec- 
tion in  the  General  Assembly.  A  judge  who 
is  a  member  of  the  Commission  shall  not 
participate  in  any  proceedings  involving  his 
own  removal  or  retirement,  and  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  appoint  a  substitute  member  of 
the  Commission  for  the  purpose  of  said 
particular  proceedings. 

(d)  This  section  is  alternative  to,  and 
cumulative  with,  the  methods  of  retirement 
and  removal  provided  in  Sections  3  and  4 
of  this  Article,  and  in  Section  26  of  Article 
III  of  this  Constitution. 


Section  5.29.     Removal  by  Court  of  Appeals 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Commission 
on  Judicial  Disabilities  that  a  judge  be  re- 
moved from  office,  the  Court  of  Appeals,  af- 
ter a  hearing  and  upon  a  finding  of 
misconduct  while  in  office,  or  of  persistent 
failure  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office,  or 
of  conduct  prejudicial  to  the  proper  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  may  remove  the  judge 
from  office  or  may  censure  him.  A  judge  re- 
moved under  this  section,  and  his  surviving 
spouse,  shall  have  the  rights  and  privileges 
accruing  from  his  judicial  service  only  to  the 
extent  prescribed  by  the  order  of  removal. 
No  judge  shall  sit  in  judgment  in  any  hear- 
ing involving  his  own  removal. 


Section  5.27.     Powers  of  Commission  on  Ju- 
dicial Disabilities. 

The  Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities 
shall  have  the  power  to  investigate  com- 
plaints against  any  judge,  to  conduct  hear- 
ings concerning  the  removal  or  retirement  of 
a  judge,  to  administer  oaths  and  affirmations, 
to  issue  process  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
witnesses  and  the  production  of  evidence, 
and  to  require  persons  to  testify  and  produce 
evidence  by  granting  them  immunity  from 
prosecution  or  from  penalty  or  forfeiture. 
The  Commission  shall  have  the  power  to 
recommend  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  the  re- 
moval or  retirement  of  a  judge.  All  proceed- 
ings, testimony,  and  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mission shall  be  confidential  and  privileged, 
except  that  the  record  of  any  proceeding 
filed  with  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  lose  its 
confidential  character.  The  Court  of  .Appeals 
shall  prescribe  by  rule  the  means  to  imple- 
ment and  enforce  the  powers  of  the  Commis- 
sion. 

See  Section  5.29,  Removal  by  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, p.  50. 
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Sec.  5.  Upon  every  occurrence  or  re- 
currence of  a  vacancy  through  death,  resig- 
nation, removal,  disqualification  by  reason 
of  age  or  otherwise,  or  expiration  of  the 
term  of  fifteen  years  of  any  judge,  or  crea- 
tion of  the  office  of  any  judge,  or  in  any 
other  way,  the  Governor  shall  appoint  a 
person  duly  qualified  to  fill  said  office,  who 
shall  hold  the  same  until  the  election  and 
qualification  of  his  successor;  except  that 
when  a  vacancy  shall  exist  in  the  office  of 
Chief  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of 
Baltimore  City,  the  Governor  may  designate 
an  Associate  Judge  of  said  Supreme  Bench 
as  Chief  Judge  of  said  Supreme  Bench, 
and  such  appointee  as  Chief  Judge  shall 
hold  such  office  for  the  residue  of  the  term 
for  which  he  was  last  elected  an  Associate 
Judge  of  said  Supreme  Bench.  His  succes- 
sor shall  be  elected  at  the  first  biennial 
general  election  for  Representatives  in 
Congress  after  the  expiration  of  the  term 
of  fifteen  years  (if  the  vacancy  occurred 
in  that  way)  or  the  first  such  general 
election  after  one  year  after  the  occurrence 
of  the  vacancy  in  any  other  way  than 
through  expiration  of  such  term.  Except  in 
case  of  reappointment  of  a  judge  upon 
expiration  of  his  term  of  fifteen  years,  no 
person  shall  be  appointed  who  will  become 
disqualified  by  reason  of  age  and  thereby 
unable  to  continue  to  hold  office  until  the 
prescribed  time  when  his  successor  would 
have  been  elected. 

Sec.  6.  All  Judges  shall,  by  virtue  of 
their  offices,  be  Conservators  of  the  Peace 
throughout  the  State;  and  no  fees,  or  per- 
quisites, commission,  or  reward  of  any 
kind;  shall  be  allowed  to  any  Judge  in  this 
State,  besides  his  annual  salary,  for  the 
discharge  of  any  Judicial  duty. 


Sec.  7.  No  Judge  shall  sit  in  any  case 
wherein  he  may  be  interested,  or  where 
either  of  the  parties  may  be  connected  with 
him,    by    affinity    or    consanguinity,    within 
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See  Section  5.15,  Nomination   and  Appoint- 
ment, p.  16. 

Section  5.22.     Judicial  Term  of  Office. 

The  continuance  in  office  of  each  judge 
shall  be  subject  to  approval  or  rejection  at 
the  next  general  election  following  the  expi- 
ration of  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  oc- 
currence of  the  vacancy  to  which  he  was 
appointed  and  at  the  general  election  every 
eight  years  thereafter.  The  continuance  in 
office  of  each  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
and  of  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court 
shall  be  subject  to  approval  or  rejection  by 
the  voters  of  the  entire  State.  The  continu- 
ance in  office  of  each  judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  and  of  the  District  Court  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  approval  or  rejection  by  the  voters  of 
the  county  or  the  district  in  which  the  office 
then  exists.  The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  pre- 
scribe by  rule  for  a  poll  by  secret  ballot  of 
the  lawyers  of  the  area  in  which  a  judge 
stands  for  election  regarding  the  desirability 
of  his  continuance  in  office.  The  Court  of 
Appeals  shall  prescribe  by  rule  for  publica- 
tion of  the  results  of  the  poll.  If  the  voters 
reject  the  continuance  in  office  of  a  judge 
the  office  shall  be  vacant. 


Section  5.24.     Judicial  Compensation. 

Each  judge  shall  be  compensated  solely  by 
the  State  for  his  judicial  service.  The  com- 
pensation of  a  judge  shall  not  be  reduced 
during  his  continuance  in  office.  Judges  of 
the  same  court  shall  be  paid  the  same  com- 
pensation, including  any  pension  based  upon 
length  of  service,  except  that  a  uniform  re- 
duction in  compensation  may  be  made  appli- 
cable to  all  judges  of  the  same  court 
appointed  after  the  effective  date  of  the  re- 
duction. A  pension  payable  to  a  retired 
judge  or  to  his  surviving  spouse,  or  to  the 
surviving  spouse  of  a  deceased  judge,  pur- 
suant to  provisions  in  effect  during  his  con- 
tinuance in  office,  shall  not  be  reduced. 

See    also   Section    5.25,   Restriction    of   Non- 
Judicial  Activities,  p.  6. 
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such  degrees  as  now  are,  or  may  hereafter 
be  prescribed  by  Law,  or  where  he  shall 
have  been  of  counsel  in  the  case. 

Sec.  8.  The  parties  to  any  cause  may 
submit  the  same  to  the  Court  for  deter- 
mination without  the  aid  of  a  jury,  and 
in  all  suits  or  actions,  at  law  issues  from 
the  Orphans'  Court,  or  from  any  court  sit- 
ting in  equity  and  in  all  cases  of  Present- 
ments or  indictments  for  offences,  which 
are  or  may  be  punishable  by  death,  pend- 
ing in  any  of  the  courts  of  law  in  this 
State  having  jurisdiction  thereof  upon  sug- 
gestion in  writing  under  oath  of  either  of 
the  parties  to  said  proceedings  that  such 
party  cannot  have  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial  in  the  court  in  which  the  same  may 
be  pending,  the  said  court  shall  order  and 
direct  the  record  of  proceedings  in  such  suit 
or  action,  issue  presentment,  or  indictment, 
to  be  transmitted  to  some  other  court  having 
jurisdiction  in  such  case  for  trial,  but  in 
all  other  cases  of  presentment  or  indictment, 
pending  in  any  of  the  Courts  of  law  in 
this  State  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  in 
addition  to  the  suggestion  in  writing  of 
either  of  the  parties  to  such  presentment 
or  indictment  that  such  party  cannot  have 
a  fair  and  impartial  trial  in  the  court 
in  which  the  same  may  be  pending,  it  shall 
be  necessary  for  the  party  making  such 
suggestion  to  make  it  satisfactorily  appear 
to  the  Court  that  such  suggestion  is  true, 
or  that  thera  is  reasonable  ground  for  the 
same,  and  thereupon  the  said  court  shall 
order  and  direct  the  record  of  proceedings 
in  such  presentment  or  indictment  to  be 
transmitted  to  some  other  Court  having 
jurisdiction  in  such  cases  for  trial  and  such 
right  of  removal  shall  exist  upon  suggestion 
in  cases  where  all  the  Judges  of  said  Court 
may  be  disqualified  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Constitution  to  sit  in  any  such  case 
and  said  Court  to  which  the  record  of  pro- 
ceedings in  such  suit,  or  action,  issue,  pre- 
sentment or  indictment  may  be  so  trans- 
mitted shall  hear  and  determine  the  same 
in  like  manner  as  if  such  suit  or  action, 
issue,  presentment  or  indictment  had  been 
originally  instituted  therein,  and  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  shall  make  such  modification 
of  existing  law  as  may  be  necessary  to 
regulate    and    give   force    to    this   provision. 

Sec.  9.  The  Judge,  or  Judges  of  any 
Court,  may  appoint  such  officers  for  their 
respective  Courts  as  may  be  found  necessary; 
and  such  officers  of  the  Courts  in  the  City  of 


Section  1.08.     Removal  of  Criminal  Cases. 

In  a  case  involving  a  crime  punishable  by 
death  or  life  imprisonment,  after  suggestion 
in  writing  under  oath  by  either  party  that 
the  party  cannot  have  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial  in  the  county  where  the  case  is  pending, 
the  court  shall  order  the  case  removed  to  an- 
other county  for  trial.  Other  criminal  cases 
may  be  removed  only  as  permitted  by  the 
Court  of  Appeals  by  rule  or  by  the  General 
Assembly  by  law. 


Section  5.31.     Administration  of  Judicial  Sys- 
tem. 

The  chief  judge  of   the   Court   of  Appeals 
shall  be  the  administrative  head  of  the  judi- 
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Baltimore  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General  As- 
sembly to  prescribe,  by  Law,  a  fixed  com- 
pensation for  all  such  officers;  and  said 
Judge,  or  Judges  shall^  from  time  to  time, 
investigate  the  expenses,  costs  and  charges 
of  their  respective  courts,  with  a  view  to 
a  change  or  reduction  thereof,  and  report 
the  result  of  such  investigation  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  for  its  action. 


Sec.  10.  The  Clerks  of  the  several 
Courts,  created,  or  continued  by  this  Con- 
stitution, shall  have  charge  and  custody 
of  the  records  and  other  papers,  shall  per- 
form all  the  duties,  and  be  allowed  the  fees, 
which  appertain  to  their  several  offices,  as 
the  same  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be 
regulated  by  Law.  And  the  office  and  busi- 
ness of  said  Clerks,  in  all  their  departments, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  visitorial  power  of 
the  Judges  of  their  respective  Courts,  who 
shall  exercise  the  same,  from  time  to  time, 
so  as  to  insure  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  duties  of  said  officers;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Judges  of  said  Courts 
respectively,  to  make,  from  time  to  time, 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  the  government  of 
said  Clerks,  and  for  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  their  offices,  which  shall  have 
the  force  of  Law  until  repealed,  or  modified 
by  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  11.  The  election  for  Judges,  here- 
inbefore provided,  and  all  elections  for 
Clerks,  Registers  of  Wills,  and  other  officers, 
provided  in  this  Constitution,  except  State's 
Attorneys,  shall  be  certified,  and  the  re- 
turns made,  by  the  Clerks  >  of  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  the  Counties,  and  the  Clerk  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  re- 
spectively, to  the  Governor,  who  shall  issue 
commissions  to  the  different  persons  for 
the  offices  to  which  they  shall  have  been, 
respectively,  elected;  and  in  all  such  elec- 
tions, the  person  having  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  votes  shall  be  declared  to  be  elected. 

Sec.  12.  If  in  any  case  of  election  for 
Judges,  Clerks  of  the  Courts  of  Law.  and 
Registers  of  Wills,  the  opposing  candidates 
shall  have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  order 
a  new  election;  and  in  case  of  any  con- 
tested   election,    the    Governor    shall    send 
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cial  system.  He  shall  designate,  to  serve  at 
his  pleasure,  one  Intermediate  Appellate 
Court  judge,  one  Superior  Court  judge,  and 
one  District  Court  judge  as  the  chief  judge 
of  each  court.  Each  shall  perform  those  du- 
ties in  the  administration  of  the  judicial 
system  that  the  chief  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  shall  assign  to  him.  The  chief  judge 
of  the  Court  of  .\ppeals  may  assign  adminis- 
trati\e  duties  to  other  judges  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  rule.  Any  judge  may  be  as- 
signed to  sit  teniporarilv  in  any  court  as  pre- 
scribed bv  rule. 

See  Section  5.33,  Clerks  of  Court,  p.  56. 


See  Section  5.22,  ludicial  Term  of  Office,  p. 
51,  for  election  of  judges. 
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the  returns  to  the  House  of  Delegates,  which 
shall  judge  of  the  election  and  qualification 
of  the  candidates  at  such  election;  and  if 
the  judgment  shall  be  against  the  one  who 
has  been  returned  elected,  or  the  one  who 
has  been  commissioned  by  the  Governor, 
the  House  of  Delegates  shall  order  a  new 
election  within  thirty  days. 

Sec.  13.  All  Public  Commissions  and 
Grants  shall  run  thus:  "The  State  of  Mary- 
land, etc.,"  and  shall  be  signed  by  the 
Governor,  with  the  Seal  of  the  State  annexed; 
all  writs  and  process  shall  riin  in  the 
same  style,  and  be  tested,  sealed  and  signed, 
as  heretofore,  or  as  may  hereafter  be, 
provided  by  Law;  and  all  indictments  shall 
conclude,  "against  the  peace,  government 
and  dignity  of  the  State." 

Sec.  13 A.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
provide  by  General  Law  for  the  assignment 
by  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  any  of  the 
Chief  Judges  and  any  of  the  Associate 
Judges  of  the  several  Judicial  Circuits  of 
this  State,  including  any  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  from  Baltimore  City,  and 
any  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of 
Baltimore,  to  sit  in  any  other  or  diflferent 
Judicial  Circuits  for  designated  and  limited 
periods,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  ac- 
cumulation of  business  or  because  of  the 
indisposition  or  disqualification  of  any  judge. 
And  any  judge  so  assigned  by  the  Court 
of  Appeals  shall  have  all  the  power  and 
authority  pertaining  to  the  judge  of  the 
court  to  which  he  is  assigned. 

Part  n.     Court  of  Appeals. 

Sec.  14.  The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  be 
composed  of  seven  judges,  one  from  the 
First  Appellate  Judicial  Circuit  consisting 
of  Cecil,  Kent,  Queen  Anne's,  Caroline, 
Talbot,  Dorchester,  Wicomcio,  Worcester 
and  Somerset  counties;  one  from  the  Second 
Appellate  Judicial  Circuit  consisting  of 
Baltimore  and  Harford  counties;  one  from 
the  Third  Appellate  Judicial  Circuit,  con- 
sisting of  Allegany,  Frederick,  Garrett, 
Montgomery  and  Washington  counties;  one 
from  the  Fourth  Appellate  Judicial  Circuit, 
consisting  of  Prince  George's,  Calvert, 
Charles  and  St.  Mary's  counties;  one  from 
the  Fifth  Appellate  Judicial  Circuit,  con- 
sisting of  Anne  Arundel,  Carroll  and  How- 
ard counties;  and  two  from  the  Sixth 
Appellate     Judicial     Circuit,     consisting     of 


See  Section  5.31,  Administration  of  Judicial 
System,  p.  52,  for  assignment  of  judges. 


Section  5.13.     Judicial  Circuits. 

The  State  shall  be  divided  by  law  into  cir- 
cuits of  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  into 
circuits  of  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court. 

Section  5.04.     Composition. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  consist  of  sev- 
en judges,  one  of  whom  shall  serve  as  chief 
judge.  Five  judges  shall  constitute  a  quorum, 
and  the  concurrence  of  four  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  decide  a  case. 
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Baltimore  City.  The  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals  shall  be  residents  of  and  be 
elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of  their 
respective  Appellate  Judicial  Circuits.  The 
term  of  each  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
shall  begin  on  the  date  of  his  qualification 
except  that  each  of  the  judges  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals  in  office  at  the  time  this  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  takes  effect  shall 
continue  to  hold  office  for  the  balance  of 
the  term  for  which  he  was  elected  or 
appointed  or  until  he  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  seventy  years,  whichever  may 
first  happen.  One  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  shall  be  designated  by 
the  Governor  as  the  Chief  Judge.  The 
jurisdiction  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall 
be  co-extensive  with  the  limits  of  the 
State  and  such  as  now  is  or  may  hereafter 
be  prescribed  by  law.  It  shall  hold  its 
sessions  in  the  City  of  Annapolis  at  such 
time  or  times  as  it  shall  from  time  to  time 
by  rule  prescribe.  Its  session  or  sessions 
shall  continue  not  less  than  ten  months  in 
each  year,  if  the  business  before  it  shall  so 
require,  and  it  shall  be  competent  for  the 
judges  temjx)rarily  to  transfer  their  sittings 
elsewhere  upon  sufficient  cause.  The  salary 
of  each  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall 
be  that  now  or  hereafter  prescribed  by  the 
General  Assembly  and  shall  not  be  dimin- 
ished during  his  continuance  in  office.  Five 
of  the  judges  shall  constitute  a  quorum,  and 
five  judges  shall  sit  in  each  case  unless  the 
Court  shall  direct  that  an  additional  judge 
or  judges  sit  for  any  case.  The  concurrence 
of  a  majority  of  those  sitting  shall  be 
sufficient  for  the  decision  of  any  cause,  and 
an  equal  division  of  those  sitting  in  a  case 
has  the  effect  of  affirming  the  decision 
appealed  from  if  there  is  no  application  for 
re-argument  as  hereinafter  provided.  In  any 
case  where  there  is  an  equal  division  or  a 
three  to  two  division  of  the  Court  a  re- 
argument  before  the  full  Court  of  seven 
judges  shall  be  granted  to  the  losing  party 
upon   application   as   a   matter  of   right. 

Sec.  14A.  The  General  Assembly  may 
by  Law  create  such  intermediate  courts  of 
appeal,  as  may  be  necessary.  The  General 
Assembly  may  prescribe  the  intermediate 
appellate  jurisdiction  of  these  courts  of 
appeal,  and  all  other  powers  necessary  for 
the  operation  of  such  courts. 

Sec.  14B.  No  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  at  which   the  addition  of  Section 
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See  Section  5.14,  Eligibility   for  Nomination 
and  Appointment,  p.  47 . 

Section  5.05.     Chief  Judge  of  Court  of  Ap- 
peals. 

The  governor  shall  fill  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  chief  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
by  designating  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  to  be  chief  judge  for  the 
remainder  of  his  service  on  the  Court,  or  un- 
til he  resigns  the  office  of  chief  judge.  The 
associate  judge  senior  in  service  on  the  Court 
of  Appeals  shall  have  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  office  when  the  chief  judge  is  absent, 
or  when  the  Court  of  Appeals  determines 
that  he  is  unable  to  serve,  or  when  the  office 
is  vacant. 

Section  5.02.     Jurisdiction. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  be  the  highest 
court  of  the  State  and  shall  have  the  appel- 
late jurisdiction  prescribed  by  law  and  the 
original  jurisdiction  prescribed  by  this  Con- 
stitution. 


See   Section   5.24,  Judicial   Compensation,  p. 
51. 


See    Section    5.04,    Composition,    p.    54,    for 
quorum. 


Section  5.06.     Jurisdiction. 

The  Intermediate  Appellate  Court  shall 
have  the  jurisdiction  prescribed  by  law. 

See  Section  5.13,  Judicial  Circuits,  p.  54. 

Section  5.07.     Composition. 

The  Intermediate  Appellate  Court  shall 
consist  of  five  judges,  unless  the  number  is 
increased   by   law.   The   Intermediate  Appel- 
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14A  was  proposed,  if  otherwise  qualified, 
shall  be  ineligible  for  appointment  or 
election  as  a  judge  of  any  intermediate 
court  of  appeal,  established  by  law  by  the 
General  Assembly  pursuant  to  said  Section 
14 A,  by  reason  of  his  membership  in  such 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  15.  Any  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  or  of  an  intermediate  court  of 
appeal  who  heard  the  cause  below  either 
as  a  trial  judge  or  as  a  judge  of  any  inter- 
mediate court  of  appeal  as  the  case  may  be 
shall  not  participate  in  the  decision.  In 
every  case  an  opinion,  in  writing,  shall  be 
filed  within  three  months  after  the  argu- 
ment, or  submission  of  the  cause;  and  the 
judgment  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  be 
final  and  conclusive. 

Sec.  16.  Provision  shall  be  made  by 
Law  for  publishing  Reports  of  all  causes, 
argued  and  determined  in  the  Court  of 
Appeals  and  in  the  intermediate  courts  of 
appeal,  which  the  judges  thereof,  respec- 
tively, shall  designate  as  proper  for 
publication. 

Sec.  17.  There  shall  be  a  Clerk  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  v;ho  shall  be  appointed 
by  and  shall  hold  his  office  at  the  pleasure 
of  said  Court  of  Appeals. 


Sec.  18.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  to  make  and 
publish  rules  and  regulations  for  the  pros- 
ecution-of  appeals  to  the  appellate  Courts, 
whereby  they  shall  prescribe  the  periods 
within  which  appeals  may  be  taken,  what 
part  or  parts  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
Court  below  shall  constitute  the  record  on 
appeal,  and  the  manner  in  which  such 
appeals  shall  be  brought  to  hearing  or 
determination,  and  shall  regulate,  generally, 
the  practice  of  said  Court  of  Appeals  and 
any  intermediate  courts  of  appeal  so  as 
to  prevent  delays,  and  promote  brevity  in 
all  records  and  proceedings  brought  into 
said  Courts,  and  to  abolish  and  avoid  all 
unnecessary  costs  and  expenses  in  the  pros- 
ecution of  appeals  therein;  and  the  said 
Judges    shall    make    such    reduction    in    the 


late  Court  may  sit  in  divisions.  At  least  three 
judges  shall  sit  in  each  case. 


See  Section  5.02,  Jurisdiction,  p.  55. 


Section  5.33.     Clerks  of  Court. 

The  chief  judge  of  each  court  shall  ap- 
point, to  serve  at  his  pleasure,  a  chief  clerk 
of  that  court.  There  shall  be  in  each  county 
a  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  who  shall  be 
selected  as  prescribed  by  law.  There  shall  be 
in  each  county  a  clerk  of  the  District  Court 
whose  appointment  and  term  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  rule. 

Section  5.03.     Rule-Making  Power. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  have  power  to 
prescribe  rules  governing  practice  and  proce- 
dure in  all  courts;  governing  the  admission 
of  persons  to  practice  law  in  this  State  and 
their  discipline;  and  governing  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  courts,  officers  of  the  judicial 
branch,  and  officers  of  the  executive  branch 
to  the  extent  that  their  duties  directly  relate 
to  the  enforcement  of  judicial  orders.  The 
General  Assembly  shall  have  concurrent  pow- 
er to  regulate  by  law  the  matters  enumerated 
in  this  section,  except  when  these  matters  are 
specifically  required  by  this  Constitution  to 
be  prescril)ed  by  rule.  As  used  in  this  article, 
rule  shall  mean  a  rule  prescribed  by  the 
Court  of  Appeals.  In  tOe  event  of  a  conffict 
between  a  rule  and  a  law,  the  later  in  time 
shall  prevail  to  the  extent  of  the  conflict. 
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fees  and  expenses  of  the  said  Courts,  as  they 
may  deem  advisable.  It  shall  also  be  the 
duty  of  said  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
to  devise,  and  promulgate  by  rules,  or 
orders,  forms  and  modes  of  framing  and 
filing  bills,  answers,  and  other  proceedings 
and  pleadings  in  Equity;  and  also  forms  and 
modes  of  taking  and  obtaining  evidence,  to 
be  used  in  Equity  cases;  and  to  revise  and 
regulate,  generally,  the  practice  in  the 
Courts  of  Equity  of  this  State,  so  as  to 
prevent  delays,  and  to  promote  brevity  and 
conciseness  in  all  pleadings  and  proceedings 
therein,  and  to  abolish  all  unnecessary  costs 
and  expenses  attending  the  same.  And  all 
rules  and  regulations  hereby  directed  to  be 
made,  shall,  when  made,  have  the  force  of 
Law,  until  rescinded,  changed,  or  modified 
by  the  said  Judges,  or  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  18A.  The  Chief  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals  snail  be  the  administrative  head 
of  the  judicial  system  of  the  State.  He  shall 
from  time  to  time  require,  from  each  of  the 
judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  for  the  several 
counties  and  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of 
Baltimore  City,  and  of  any  intermediate 
courts  of  appeal,  reports  as  to  the  judicial 
work  and  business  of  each  of  the  judges  and 
their  respective  courts.  He  may,  in  case  of  a 
vacancy  or  of  the  illness,  disqualification  or 
other  absence  of  any  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  or  of  any  intermediate  court  of 
appeal,  or  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  an 
accumulation  of  business  in  any  of  said 
courts,  designate  and  assign  any  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  (if  the  assignment  is  to  be 
made  to  an  intermediate  court  of  appeal), 
any  judge  of  any  intermediate  court  of 
appeal  (other  than  that  to  which  the  assign- 
ment is  to  be  made),  any  judge  of  any 
of  the  Circuit  Courts  for  the  counties,  or 
any  judge  of  the  Supreme  'Bench  of  Balti- 
more City  to  sit  in  any  case  or  cases  or  for  a 
specified  period  as  a  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  or  of  any  intermediate  court  of 
appeal  (as  the  case  may  be)  in  lieu  of  a 
judge  of  such  Court.  The  Chief  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  also  may  designate  and 
assign,  to  sit  as  a  judge  of  the  Circuit 
Court  for  any  county  or  the  Supreme  Bench 
of  Baltimore  City  and  of  any  other  Court  or 
Courts  of  Baltimore  City  which  may  be  held 
by  a  judge  of  said  Supreme  Bench,  eith'er 
alone  or  with  one  or  more  other  judges,  in 
any  case  or  cases  or  for  a  specified  period, 
any  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  or  of  any 
intermediate  court  of  appeal  or  of  any  other 
Circuit  Court  or  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of 
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See  Section  5.31,  Administration   of  Judicial 
System,  p.  52. 
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Baltimore  City.  Any  judge  designated  and 
assigned  by  the  Chief  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals  pursuant  to  this  section  shall  have 
all  the  power  and  authority  pertaining  to  a 
judge  of  the  Court  to  which  he  is  so 
assigned;  and  his  power  and  authority  shall 
continue  with  respect  to  all  cases  (including 
any  motions  or  other  matters  incidental 
thereto)  which  may  come  before  him  by 
virtue  of  such  designation  and  assignment 
until  his  action  thereon  shall  be  completed. 
In  the  absence  of  the  Chief  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  the  provisions  of  this 
section  shall  be  applicable  to  the  senior 
judge  present  in  said  Court  of  Appeals.  The 
powers  of  the  Chief  Judge  under  the  afore- 
going provisions  of  this  section  shall  be 
subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations,  if  any, 
as  the  Court  of  Appeals  may  make.  The 
Court  of  Appeals  from  time  to  time  shall 
make  rules  and  regulations  to  revise  the 
practice  and  procedure  in  the  appellate 
courts  and  in  the  other  courts  of  this  State, 
which  shall  have  the  force  of  law  until 
rescinded,  changed  or  modified  by  the  Court 
of  Appeals  or  otherwise  by  law.  The  power 
of  the  courts  other  than  the  Court  of 
Appeals  to  make  rules  of  practice  and  pro- 
cedure shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  prescribed  by  the  Court  of 
Appeals  or  otherwise  by  law. 

Part  III.  Circuit  Courts. 

Sec.  19.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into 
eight  Judicial  Circuits,  in  manner  following, 
viz:  the  Counties  of  Worcester,  Wicomico, 
Somerset,  and  Dorchester,  shall  constitute 
the  First  Circuit;  the  Counties  of  Caroline, 
Talbot,  Queen  Anne's,  Kent  and  Cecil,  the 
Second;  the  Counties  of  Baltimore  and 
Harford,  the  Third;  the  Counties  of 
Allegany,  Garrett,  and  Washington,  the 
Fourth;  the  Counties  of  Carroll,  Howard 
and  Anne  Arundel,  the  Fifth;  the  Counties 
of  Montgomery  and  Frederick,  the  Sixth; 
the  Counties  of  Prince  George's,  Charles, 
Calvert,  and  St.  Mary's,  the  Seventh;  and 
Baltimore  City,  the  Eighth. 

Sec.  20.  A  Court  shall  be  held  in  each 
County  of  the  State,  to  be  styled  the  Circuit 
Court  for  the  County,  in  which  it  may  be 
held.  The  said  Circuit  Courts  shall  have 
and  exercise,  in  the  respective  counties,  all 
the  power,  authority  and  jurisdiction, 
original  and  appellate,  which  the  present 
Circuit  Courts  of  this  State  now  have  and 
exercise,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 


See  Section  5.05,  Chief  Judge  of  Court  of  Ap- 
peals, p.  55,  for  absence  of  Chief  Judge. 


See  Section  5.03,  Rule-Making  Power,  p.  56. 


Section  5.08.     Jurisdiction. 

The  Superior  Court  shall  have  original  ju- 
risdiction in  all  judicial  proceedings,  except 
as  otherwise  prescril)ed  by  this  Constitution 
or  by  law.  Tlie  Superior  Court  shall  have 
such  other  jurisdiction  as  prescribed  by  law. 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Superior  Court  shall  be 
uniform  throughout  the  State. 
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The  several  judges  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  Montgomery  County  on  and  after  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  nineteen  hundred  and  sixty-six, 
shall  each,  alternately  and  in  rotation  and 
on  schedules  to  be  established  by  the  said 
judges,  sit  as  an  Orphan's  Court  for  said 
County,  and  shall  have  and  exercise  all 
the  power,  authority  and  jurisdiction  which 
the  present  Orphans'  Courts  now  have  and 
exercise,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Sec.  21.  From  and  after  January  1,1955, 
there  shall  be  in  the  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
sixth  and  seventh  circuits  at  least  one  judge 
for  each  county,  who  shall  be  a  resident  of 
the  county  in  which  he  shall  hold  office, 
and  who  shall  be  elected  by  the  voters 
thereof,  to  be  styled  judges  of  the  Circuit 
Court,  to  be  elected  or  appointed  as  herein 
provided.  The  number  of  judges  for  any 
of  the  circuits  or  for  any  of  the  counties, 
may  be  increased  or  decreased  by  the 
General  Assembly  from  time  to  time,  and 
any  vacancy  so  created  shall  be  filled  as 
provided  in  Section  5  of  this  Article  except 
that  in  the  third,  fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and 
seventh  judicial  circuits  there  shall  never  be 
less  than  one  judge  for  each  county  and 
in  all  of  the  circuits  there  shall  never  be  less 
than  four  for  each  circuit.  The  senior  judge 
in  length  of  service  shall  be  the  chief  judge 
of  the  circuit;  the  other  judge  or  judges 
shall  be  associate  judges.  In  the  first  and 
second  judicial  circuits  no  two  of  said 
judges  of  the  Circuit  Court  shall  at  the  time 
of  their  election  or  appointment,  or  during 
the  term  for  which  they  may  have  been 
elected  or  appointed,  reside  in  any  one 
county,  except  in  Cecil  County  wherein  two 
said  judges  may  reside  at  one  time  provided 
that  each  of  the  other  counties  within  the 
second  judicial  circuit  shall  have  at  least  one 
judge  resident  therein.  In  the  first  and 
second  judicial  circuits,  in  case  any  candi- 
date or  candidates  for  judge  at  any 
election  shall  receive  sufficient  votes  to 
cause  such  candidate  or  candidates  to  be 
declared  elected,  but  the  election  of  such 
candidate  or  candidates  would  cause  more 
judges  than  herein  permitted  to  reside  in 
any  county  of  the  circuit,  then  and  in  that 
event  there  shall  be  declared  elected  only 
that  candidate  or  those  candidates  residing 
in  Maid  county,  in  the  order  of  the  votes 
received,  whose  election  would  provide  the 
permitted     number     of     judges     from     said 


See  Section  5.22,  Judicial  Term  of  Office,  p. 
51. 

Section  5.09.     Composition. 

The  Superior  Court  shall  consist  of  the 
number  of  judges  prescribed  by  law.  The 
number  shall  be  allocated  among  the  coun- 
ties by  law.  At  least  one  superior  court  judge 
shall  reside  in  each  county.  Functional  divi- 
sions of  the  Superior  Court  may  be  estab- 
lished in  any  county. 
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county,  and  also  the  candidate  or  candidates 
residing  in  some  other  county,  and  not 
similarly  disqualified,  who  shall  have  the 
next  highest  number  of  votes  in  said  election. 
If,  by  reason  of  such  a  condition  or  by 
reason  of  an  equal  vote  for  two  or  more 
candidates  a  sufficient  number  of  judges 
duly  qualified  as  to  residence  shall  not  be 
elected  at  any  election,  then  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Governor  to  order  a  new 
election  for  such  unfilled  office  or  offices. 
From  and  after  December  1,  1954,  there 
shall  be  not  less  than  two  judges  resident  in 
Anne  Arundel  County,  and  not  less  than 
three  judges  resident  in  Baltimore  County. 
From  and  after  December  1,  1960,  there 
shall  be  not  less  than  four  judges  resident  in 
Prince  George's  County.  From  and  after 
December  1,  1960,  there  shall  be  not  less 
than  five  judges  resident  in  Montgomery 
County. 

Notwithstanding  any  other  provision  of 
this  Article  the  vacancy  in  Montgomery 
County  created  by  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment  shall  not  be  filled  by  appoint- 
ment as  provided  in  Section  5  of  this 
Article,  but  at  the  first  biennial  general 
election  for  Representatives  in  Congress, 
after  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  a 
judge  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified 
voters  of  Montgomery  County  to  fill  such 
vacancy  in  such  county.  Any  other  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  Montgomery  County  and  any  vacancy 
in  the  second  judicial  circuit  shall  be  filled 
as  provided  in  Sections  3  and  5  of  this 
Article,  except  that  the  person  initially 
appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  second 
judicial  circuit  shall  be  a  resident  of  Kent 
County. 

The  said  judges  shall  hold  such  terms  of 
the  Circuit  Court  in  each  of  the  counties 
composing  their  respective  circuits,  at  such 
times  as  are  now  prescribed  or  may  here- 
after be  prescribed  by  rules  or  regulations 
by  the  Court  of  Appeals  or  otherwise  by  law. 
One  judge  in  each  of  the  first  seven  circuits 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction 
of  any  business;  and  the  said  judges,  or  any 
of  them,  may  hold  special  terms  of  their 
Courts,  when  in  their'  discretion,  the  busi- 
ness of  the  several  counties  renders  such 
terms  necessary. 

All  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  Mary- 
land and  all  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly 
relating  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  or  any 
other  courts,  and  all  rules  heretofore 
adopted  by  the  Court  of  Appeals,  not  incon- 


See .Section  5.09,  Composition,  p.  59. 
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sistent  with  the  provisions  of  the  sections 
amended  or  added  by  this  amendment,  shall 
remain  in  full  force  and  eflfect  unless  and 
until  amended  or  repealed  by  proper 
authority.  All  salaries  now  prescribed  by 
law  for  associate  judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts 
shall  continue  to  apply  to  all  judges  (includ- 
ing chief  judges)  of  the  Circuit  Court.  No 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  at  which 
either  of  these  amendments  was  proposed, 
or  at  which  the  number  or  salary  of  judges 
for  any  of  the  eight  circuits  or  for  any  of 
the  counties  may  be  or  may  have  been 
increased  or  decreased  by  the  General 
Assembly  from  time  to  time,  if  otherwise 
qualified,  shall  be  ineligible  for  appointment 
or  election  as  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
or  any  other  court  by  reason  of  his  member- 
ship in  such  General  Assembly. 

In  the  event  and  to  the  extent  of  any 
inconsistency  between  the  provisions  of  any 
section  amended  or  added  by  these  amend- 
mends  and  any  of  the  other  provisions  of 
this  Constitution  or  the  provisions  of  any 
existing  law,  the  provisions  of  the  sections 
amended  or  added  shall  prevail,  and  such 
other  provisions  shall  be  repealed  or  abro- 
gated to  the  extent  of  such  inconsistency, 
except  Section  35A  of  Article  III  of  this 
Constitution;  provided,  however,  that  in  the 
event  of  any  inconsistency  between  the  pro- 
visions of  the  sections  thus  amended  or 
added  and  any  of  the  other  provisions  of  the 
sections  thus  amended  or  added  and  any 
of  the  other  provisions  of  this  Constitution 
as  amended  by  any  other  amendments  which 
may  be  adopted  at  the  same  time  or  times 
as  these  amendments,  i.e.  at  the  election  held 
in  November,  1944,  or  at  the  election  held 
in  November,  1954,  or  at  the  election  held 
in  November,  1960,  the  changes  made  by 
these  amendments  and  all  such  other  amend- 
ments to  this  Constitution  shall  all  be  given 
effect. 

Sec.  22.  Where  any  Term  is  held,  or 
trial  conducted  by  less  than  the  whole  num- 
ber of  said  Circuit  Judges,  upon  the 
decision,  or  determination  of  any  point,  or 
question,  by  the  Court,  it  shall  be  competent 
to  the  party,  against  whom  the  ruling  or 
decision  is  made,  upon  motion,  to  have  the 
point,  or  question  reserved  for  the  consid- 
eration of  the  three  Judges  of  the  Circuit, 
who  shall  constitute  a  court  in  banc  for  such 
purpose;  and  the  motion  for  such  reservation 
shall  be  entered  of  record,  during  the  sitting, 
at  which  such   decision  may  be  made;  and 
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See   Section   5.24,  Judicial   Compensation,   p. 
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See  Sections  5.31-5.33,  pp.  52,  36,  56,  for  ad- 
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the  several  Circuit  Courts  shall  regulate,  by 
rules,  the  mode  and  manner  of  presenting 
such  points,  or  questions  to  the  court  in 
banc,  and  the  decision  of  the  said  Court  in 
banc  shall  be  the  effective  decision  in  the 
premises,  and  conclusive,  as  against  the 
party,  at  whose  motion  said  points,  or 
questions  were  reserved;  but  such  decision 
in  banc  shall  not  preclude  the  right  of 
Appeal,  or  writ  of  error  to  the  adverse 
party,  in  those  cases,  civil  or  criminal,  in 
which  appeal,  or  writ  of  error  to  the  Court 
of  Appeals  may  be  allowed  by  Law.  The 
right  of  having  questions  reserved  shall  not, 
however,  apply  to  trials  of  Appeals  from 
judgments  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  nor  to 
criminal  cases  below  the  grade  of  felony, 
except  when  the  punishment  is  confinement 
in  the  Penitentiary;  and  this  Section  shall  be 
subject  to  such  provisions  as  may  hereafter 
be  made  by  Law. 

Sec.  23.  The  Judges  of  the  respective 
Circuit  Courts  of  this  State,  and  of  the 
Courts  of  Baltimore  City,  shall  render  their 
decisions,  in  all  cases  argued  before  them, 
or  submitted  for  their  judgment,  within  two 
months  after  the  same  shall  have  been  so 
argued  or  submitted. 

Sec.  24.  The  salary  of  each  Chief  Judge 
and  of  each  Associate  Judge  of  the  Circuit 
Court  shall  not  be  diminished  during  his 
continuance  in  office. 

Sec.  25.  There  shall  be  a  Clerk  of  the 
Circuit  Court  for  each  County,  who  shall  be 
elected  by  a  plurality  of  the  qualified  voters 
of  said  County,  and  shall  hold  his  office  for 
four  years  from  the  time  of  his  election,  and 
until  his  successor  is  elected  and  qualified, 
and  be  re-eligible,  subject  to  be  removed  for 
wilful  neglect  of  duty,  or  other  misde- 
meanor in  office,  on  conviction  in  a  Court 
of  Law.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office 
of  Clerk  of  a  Circuit  Court,  the  Judges  of 
said  Court  shall  have  power  to  fill  such 
vacancy  until  the  general  election  for 
Delegates  to  the  General  Assembly,  to  be 
held  next  thereafter,  when  a  successor  shall 
be   elected   for   the    term    of   four   years. 

Sec.  26.  The  said  Clerks  shall  appoint, 
subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  Judges 
of  their  respective  Courts,  as  many  deputies 
under  them,  as  the  said  Judges  shall  deem 
necessary  to  perform,  together  with  them- 
selves,   the    duties    of    the    said    office,    who 


See  Section  5.24,  Judicial   Compensation,  p. 
57. 


See  Section  5.33,  Clerks  of  Court,  p.  56. 
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shall  be  removable  by  the  said  Judges  for 
incompetency,  or  neglect  of  duty,  and  whose 
compensation  shall  be  according  to  exist- 
ing, or  future  provisions  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

Part  IV.   Courts  of  Baltimore  City. 

Sec.  27.  There  shall  be  in  the  Eighth 
Judicial  Circuit,  six  Courts,  to  be  styled 
the  Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  the 
Superior  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  the  Baltimore  City  Court, 
the  Circuit  Court  of  Baltimore  City  and  the 
Criminal  Court  of  Baltimore. 

Sec.  28.  The  Superior  Court  of  Balti- 
more City,  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and 
the  Baltimore  City  Court  shall,  each,  have 
concurrent  jurisdiction  in  all  civil  common 
Law  cases,  and,  concurrently,  all  the  juris- 
diction which  the  Superior  Court  of  Balti- 
more City  and  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
now  have,  except  jurisdiction  in  Equity, 
and  except  in  applications  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Insolvent  Laws  of  Maryland,  and  in 
cases  of  Appeal  from  judgements  of  Justices 
of  the  Peace  in  said  city,  whether  civil  or 
criminal,  or  arising  under  the  ordinances  of 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore, 
of  all  of  which  appeal  cases  the  Baltimore 
City  Court  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction; 
and  the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas  shall 
have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  applications 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Laws  of 
Maryland,  and  the  supervision  and  control 
of  the  Trustees  thereof. 

Sec.  29.  The  Circuit  Court  of  Baltimore 
City  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in 
Equity  within  the  limits  of  said  city,  and 
all  such  jurisdiction  as  the  present  Circuit 
Court  of  Baltimore  City  has;  provided,  the 
said  Court  shall  not  have  jurisdiction  in 
applications  for  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
in  cases  of  persons  charged  with  criminal 
offenses. 

Sec.  30.  The  Criminal  Court  of  Balti- 
more shall  have  and  exercise  all  the 
jurisdiction,  now  held  and  exercised  by 
the  Criminal  Court  of  Baltimore,  except  in 
such  Appeal  Cases  as  are  herein  assigned  to 
the  Baltimore  City  Court. 

Sec.  31.  There  shall  be  elected  by  the 
legal  and  qualified  voters  of  said  City,  at  the 
election,  hereinbefore  provided  for,  one  Chief 
Judge,  and  four  Associate  Judges,  who, 
together,  shall  constitute  the  Supreme  Bench 
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See  Sectioix  5.08,  Jurisdiction,  p.  58. 


See  Section  5.08,  Jurisdiction,  p.  58. 
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of  Baltimore  City,  and  shall  hold  their 
offices  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years,  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution  with 
regard  to  the  election  and  qualifications  of 
Judges,  and  their  removal  from  office,  and 
shall  exercise  the  jurisdiction,  hereinafter 
specified,  and  shall  each  receive  an  annual 
salary  of  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars,  payable  quarterly,  which  shall  not 
be  diminished  during  their  term  of  office; 
but  authority  is  hereby  given  to  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  to  pay  to 
each  of  the  said  Judges  an  annual  addition 
of  five  hundred  dollars  to  their  respective 
salaries;  provided,  that  the  same,  being 
once  granted,  shall  not  be  diminished,  nor 
increased,  during  the  continuance  of  said 
Judges  in  office. 

Sec.  31  A.  In  addition  to  the  authority 
granted  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of 
Baltimore  by  the  preceding  section  to  pay 
to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Bench 
the  annual  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
authority  is  hereby  given  to  said  Mayor  and 
City  Council  to  pay  to  each  of  said  Judges 
such  further  annual  sum  as  an  addition  to 
their  respective  salaries  as  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  Baltimore  shall  from  time 
to  time  deem  right  and  proper,  provided, 
that  any  such  sum  being  once  granted  shall 
not  be  diminished  during  the  continuance 
of  said  Judges  in  office. 

Sec.  32.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  as  soon 
as  the  Judges  thereof  shall  be  elected  and 
duly  qualified,  and  from  time  to  time,  to 
provide  for  the  holding  of  each  of  the  afore- 
said Courts,  by  the  assignment  of  one,  or 
more  of  their  number  to  each  of  the  said 
Courts,  who  may  sit  either,  separately,  or 
together,  in  the  trial  of  cases;  and  the  said 
Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City  may, 
from  time  to  time,  change  the  said  assign- 
ment, as  circumstances  may  require,  and  the 
public  interest  may  demand;  and  the  Judge, 
or  Judges,  so  assigned  to  the  said  several 
Courts,  shall,  when  holding  the  same,  have 
all  the  powers  and  exercise  all  the  juris- 
diction, which  may  belong  to  the  Court  so 
being  held;  and  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of 
the  said  Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City, 
in  case  of  the  sickness,  absence,  or  disability 
of  any  Judge  or  Judges,  assigned  as  afore- 
said, to  provide  for  the  hearing  of  the  cases, 
or  transaction  of  the  business  assigned  to 
said  Judge,  or  Judges,  as  aforesaid,  before 
some  one,  or  more  of  the  Judges  of  said 
Court. 


See  Section   5.14,  Eligibility  for  Nomination 
and  Appointment,  p.  47. 


See   Section   5.24,  Judicial   Compensation,  p. 
51. 


See  Section  5.31,  Administration  of  Judicial 
System,  p.  52. 
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Sec.  33.  The  said  Supreme  Bench  of 
Baltimore  City  shall  have  power,  and  it 
shall  be  its  duty,  to  provide  for  the  holding 
of  as  many  general  Terms  as  the  perfor- 
mance of  its  duties  may  require,  such  general 
Terms  to  be  held  by  not  less  than  three 
Judges;  to  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  conduct  of  business  in 
each  of  the  said  Courts,  during  the  session 
thereof,  and  in  vacation,  or  in  Chambers, 
before  any  of  said  Judges. 

Sec.  34.  No  appeal  shall  lie  to  the 
Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City  from  the 
decision  of  the  Judge,  or  Judges,  holding  the 
Baltimore  City  Court,  in  case  of  appeal 
from  a  Justice  of  the  Peace;  but  the  decision 
by  said  Judge,  or  Judges,  shall  be  final;  and 
all  writs  and  other  process  issued  out  of 
either  of  said  Courts,  requiring  attestation, 
shall  be  attested  in  the  name  of  the  Chief 
Judge  of  the  said  Supreme  Bench  of 
Baltimore  City. 

Sec.  35.  Three  of  the  Judges  of  said 
Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  of  said  Court. 

Sec.  36.  All  causes  depending,  at  the 
adoption  of  this  Constitution,  in  the  Superior 
Court  of  Baltimore  City,  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  the  Criminal  Court  of 
Baltimore,  and  the  Circuit  Court  of  Balti- 
more City  shall  be  proceeded  in,  and 
prosecuted  to  final  judgment,  or  decree,  in 
the  Courts,  respectively,  of  the  same  name 
established  by  this  Constitution,  except  cases 
belonging  to  that  class,  jurisdiction  over 
which  is  by  this  Constitution  transferred  to 
the  Baltimore  City  Court,  all  of  which  shall, 
together  with  all  cases  now  pending  in  the 
City  Court  of  Baltimore,  be,  proceeded  in, 
and  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  in  said 
Baltimore  City  Court. 

Sec.  37.  There  shall  bp  a  Clerk  of  each 
of  the  said  Courts  of  Baltimore  City,  except 
the  Supreme  Bench,  who  shall  be  elected 
by  the  legal  and  qualified  voters  of  said 
City,  at  the  election  to  be  held  in  said  City 
on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  First  Mon- 
day of  November,  in  the  year  nineteen 
hundred  and  fifty-eight,  and  shall  hold  his 
office  for  four  years  from  the  time  of  his 
election,  and  until  his  successor  is  elected 
and  qualified,  and  be  re-eligible  thereto, 
subject  to  be  removed  for  willful  neglect  of 
duty,    or    other    misdemeanor    in    office,    on 
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See  those  provisions  of  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion applicable  to  the  Superior  Court. 


See  those  provisions  of  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion applicable  to  the  Superior  Court. 
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See  Section  5.33,  Clerk  of  Court,  p.  56. 
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conviction  in  a  Court  of  Law.  The  salary 
of  each  of  the  said  Clerks  shall  be  payable 
as  provided  in  Section  45  of  Article  3  of  this 
Constitution,  and  they  shall  be  entitled  to 
no  other  perquisites,  or  compensation.  In 
case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Clerk  of 
any  of  said  Courts,  the  Judges  of  said 
Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City  shall  have 
power  to  fill  such  vacancy  until  the  general 
election  of  Delegates  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, to  be  held  next  thereafter,  when  a  Clerk 
of  said  Court  shall  be  elected  to  serve  for 
four  years  thereafter;  and  the  provisions  of 
this  Article  in  relation  to  the  appointment 
of  Deputies  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Circuit 
Courts  in  the  Counties  shall  apply  to  the 
Clerks    of    the    Courts    in    Baltimore    City. 

Sec.  38.  The  Clerk  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  shall  have  authority  to  issue 
within  said  city,  all  marriage  and  other 
licenses  required  by  Law,  subject  to  such 
provisions  as  are  now,  or  may  be  prescribed 
by  Law.  The  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court 
of  said  city  shall  receive  and  record  all 
Deeds,  Conveyances,  and  other  papers, 
which  are,  or  may  be  required  by  Law,  to  be 
recorded  in  said  City.  He  shall  also  have 
custody  of  all  papers  connected  with  the 
proceedings  on  the  Law,  or  Equity  side  of 
Baltimore  County  Court,  and  of  the 
Dockets  thereof,  so  far  as  the  same  have 
relation  to  the  City  of  Baltimore,  and  shall 
also  discharge  the  duties  of  Clerk  to  the 
Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  unless 
otherwise  provided  by  Law. 

Sec.  39.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  as 
often,  as  it  may  think  the  same  proper  and 
expedient,  provide  by  Law  for  the  election 
of  an  additional  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Bench 
of  Baltimore  City,  and  whenever  provision 
is  so  made  by  the  General  Assembly,  there 
shall  be  elected  by  the  voters  of  said  City 
another  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of 
Baltimore  City,  who  shall  be  subject  to  the 
same  constitutional  provisions,  hold  his 
office  for  the  same  term  of  years,  receive 
the  same  compensation  and  have  the  same 
powers  as  are,  or  shall  be  provided  by  the 
Constitution,  or  Laws  of  this  State,  for  the 
Judges  of  said  Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore 
City,  and  the  General  Assembly  may  pro- 
vide by  Laws,  or  the  Supreme  Bench  by  its 
rules,  for  requiring  causes  in  any  of  the 
Courts  of  Baltimore  City  to  be  tried  before 
the  Court  without  a  jury,  unless  the  litigants 
or  some  one  of  them  shall  within  such 
reasonable    time    or    times    as    may    be    pre- 


See  those  provisions  of  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion applicable  to  the  Superior  Court. 
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tion applicable  to  the  Superior  Court. 
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scribed,  elect  to  have  their  causes  tried 
before  a  jury.  And  the  General  Assembly 
may  reapportion,  change  or  enlarge  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  several  Courts  in  said 
City. 

Part  V.  Orphans'  Court. 

Sec.  40.  The  qualified  voters  of  the 
City  of  Baltimore,  and  of  the  several 
Counties,  except  Montgomery  County,  shall 
on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday 
in  November,  (nineteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight)  nineteen  hundred  and  sixty-six,  and 
on  the  same  day  in  every  fourth  year 
thereafter,  elect  three  men  to  be  Judges  of 
the  Orphans'  Courts  of  said  City  and 
Counties,  respectively,  who  shall  be  citizens 
of  the  State,  and  residents  for  the  twelve 
months  preceding,  in  the  City,  or  County, 
for  which  they  may  be  elected.  They  shall 
have  all  the  powers  now  vested  in  the 
Orphans'  Courts  of  the  State,  subject  to 
such  changes  as  the  Legislature  may 
prescribe.  Each  of  said  Judges  shall  be  paid 
such  compensation  as  may  be  regulated  by 
Law,  and  to  be  paid  by  the  said  City,  or 
Counties,  respectively.  In  case  of  a  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Orphans'  Court, 
the  Governor  shall  appoint,  subject  to  con- 
firmation, or  rejection  by  the  Senate,  some 
suitable  person  to  fill  the  same  for  the 
residue  of  the  term. 

Sec.  41.  There  shall  be  a  Register  of 
Wills  in  each  county  of  the  State,  and  the 
City  of  Baltimore,  to  be  elected  by  the  legal 
and  qualified  voters  of  said  counties  and 
city,  respectively,  who  shall  hold  his  office 
for  four  years  from  the  time  of  his  election, 
and  until  his  successor  is  elected  and 
qualified;  he  shall  be  re-eligible,  and  subject 
at  all  times  to  removal  for  "'willful  neglect 
of  duty,  or  misdemeanor  in  office  in  the 
same  manner  that  the  Clerks  of  the  Courts 
are  removable.  In  the  event  of  any  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  Wills,  said 
vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  Judges  of  the 
Orphans'  Court,  in  which  such  vacancy 
occurs,  until  the  next  general  election  for 
Delegates  to  the  General  Assembly  when  a 
Register  shall  be  elected  to  serve  for  four 
years  thereafter. 

Part  V-A.  People's  Courts. 

Sec.  41A.  There  is  hereby  created  a 
People's  Court  of  Baltimore  City.  Said 
Court    shall    consist    originally    of    a    Chief 


See  Section  5.22,  Judicial  Term  of  Office,  p. 
51. 

See  Section  5.14,  Eligibility  for  Nomination 
and  Appointment  p.  47. 

See   Section   5.24,  Judicial   Compensation,  p. 
51. 


Section  5.11.     Composition. 

The    District    Court    shall    consist    of    the 
number   of  judges   prescribed    by   law.   The 
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Judge  and  two  Associate  Judges;  the  number 
of  such  Judges  may  thereafter  be  increased 
or  decreased  by  the  General  Assembly  by 
Law  but  no  such  decrease  shall  affect  the 
term  of  any  Judge  then  in  office  or  his  right 
to  stand  for  election  for  further  terms  as 
hereinafter  provided.  The  Judges  of  said 
Court  shall  have  the  qualifications  pre- 
scribed by  Section  2  of  this  Article  and  shall 
have  practiced  Law  in  the  City  of  Baltimore 
for  a  total  period  of  at  least  five  years;  shall 
hold  office  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
Sections  3  and  4  of  this  Article  with  regard 
to  retirement  and  removal  from  office;  and 
shall  receive  from  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  City  such  compensa- 
tion as  shall  be  fixed  by  Law  by  the  General 
Assembly,  which  shall  not  be  diminished 
during  continuance  in  office. 

The  Governor  shall  appoint  to  said  Court, 
to  take  office  on  the  first  Monday  of  May, 
1941,  one  Associate  Judge  for  a  term 
expiring  December  31,  1942,  one  Associate 
Judge  for  a  term  expiring  December  31, 
1944,  and  a  Chief  Judge  for  a  term  expiring 
December  31,  1946;  and,  upon  the  creation 
of  any  additional  office  on  said  Court  by 
increase  in  the  number  of  Judges  pursuant 
to  this  Section,  shall  appoint  an  Associate 
Judge  for  such  term,  not  exceeding  eight 
years  and  expiring  on  the  thirty-first  day 
of  December  immediately  following  a  Con- 
gressional election,  as  the  Law  creating  such 
office  shall  prescribe.  If  any  vacancy  occurs 
during  any  such  original  term,  the  Governor 
shall  appoint  a  successor  to  serve  for  the 
remainder  of  such  term.  After  the  expira- 
tion of  said  original  terms,  the  terms  of  office 
of  said  Court  shall  be  for  eight  years  from 
the  expiration  of  the  preceding  term,  and 
shall  be  filled  as  follows: 

( 1 )  Any  incumbent  Judge  of  said  Court 
shall  be  eligible,  at  the  Congressional  elec- 
tion immediately  preceding  the  expiration  of 
his  period  of  appointment  or  term,  for 
election  or  re-election  to  succeed  himself 
(a)  for  a  full  term  of  eight  years,  except  as 
provided  in  (b)  hereof;  or  (b)  for  the  un- 
expired remainder  of  the  current  eight  year 
term,  if  his  appointment  will  expire  before 
the  end  of  such  term.  Any  qualified  person 
including  an  incumbent  Judge  shall  be 
eligible  for  election  to  said  Court.  Pro- 
vided, however,  that  any  Judge  who  is  in 
office  when  this  act  takes  effect  shall  be 
entitled  to  have  his  name  placed  upon  the 
ballot  with  no  party  designation  and  with 
no  opposing  candidate;  and  the  voters  shall 


State  shall  be  divided  by  law  into  districts. 
Each  district  shall  consist  of  one  county  or 
two  or  more  entire  and  adjoining  counties. 
The  number  of  judges  shall  be  allocated 
among  the  districts  by  law.  At  least  one  dis- 
trict court  judge  shall  reside  in  each  county. 
Functional  divisions  of  the  District  Court 
may  be  established  in  any  district. 

See  Section  5.14,  Eligibility  for  Nomination 
and  Appointment,  p.  47. 

See  Section  5.24,  Judicial  Compensation]  p. 
51. 


See   Section  5.15,  Nomination  and  Appoint- 
ment, p.  16. 


See  Section  5.22,  Judicial  Term  of  Office,  p. 
51. 
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cast  their  votes  for  or  against  the  continu- 
ation in  office  of  said  Judge. 

(2)  Whenever  a  vacancy  shall  occur  on 
said  Court  from  any  cause  the  Governor 
shall  appoint  to  said  Court  a  Judge  who  shall 
hold  office  under  such  app>ointment  until  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December  immediately 
following  the  first  Congressional  election 
occurring  six  months  or  more  after  the  date 
of  his  appointment.  No  Judge  of  said  Court, 
who  has  stood  for  election  to  succeed  him- 
self, and  not  been  elected,  shall  thereafter 
be  appointed  to  said  Court,  and  no  Judge 
of  said  Court,  who  has  failed  to  stand  for 
election  when  eligible,  shall  be  appointed  to 
succeed  himself. 

(3)  In  order  to  qualify  for  election  or 
re-election  all  candidates  shall  file  with  the 
Supervisors  of  Elections  of  Baltimore  City 
not  later  than  thirty  days  before  the  date 
of  the  applicable  election  a  certificate  of 
candidacy  in  a  form  to  be  supplied  by  the 
Supervisors. 

Unless  his  office  shall  have  been  abolished 
pursuant  to  this  section,  each  Judge  of  said 
Court  shall  continue  to  hold  office  after  the 
expiration  of  his  period  of  appointment  or 
term  until  a  successor  shall  qualify.  As  used 
in  this  section,  "Congressional  election" 
means  any  of  the  biennial  elections  at  which 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
are  regularly  chosen. 

Said  Court  shall  have  such  jurisdiction 
(which  may  be  made  exclusive  as  to  any 
class  or  classes  of  civil  cases  in  Baltimore 
City),  with  such  right  of  appeal,  therefrom, 
and  the  Chief  Judge  and  Associate  Judges 
thereof  shall  have  such  powers  and  duties, 
as  the  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  from 
time  to  time  by  Law.  The  Judges  of  said 
Court  shall  have  full  power  to  regulate  by 
rules  the  administration,  procedure  and 
practice  of  said  Court;  such  sules  shall  have 
the  force  of  law  until  rescinded  or  modified 
by  said  Judges  or  the  General  Assembly. 
Unless  otherwise  provided  by  Law,  ( 1 )  all 
powers  granted  by  this  section  or  by  Law  to 
said  Court  or  the  Judges  thereof  as  a  body 
may  be  exercised  by  a  majority  of  the 
Judges  thereof,  and  (2)  said  Court  shall  not 
be  a  Court  of  Record. 

There  shall  be  a  Chief  Constable  of  said 
Court,  who  shall  perform  therein  the  duties 
prescribed  for  Clerks  of  Court  by  Section  10 
of  this  Article  and  such  other  duties  as  shall 
be  prescribed  by  Law  or  by  rule  of  said 
Court.     Such     Chief     Constable     shall     be 


Section  5.10.     Jurisdiction. 

The  District  Court  shall  have  the  original 
jurisdiction  prescribed  by  law.  Jurisdiction  of 
the  District  Court  shall  be  uniform  through- 
out the  State. 

See  Section  5.31,  Administration   of  Judicial 
System,  p.  52. 


See  Section  5.33,  Clerks  of  Court,  p.  56. 
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appointed,  in  the  manner  hereinafter  pre- 
scribed, by  the  Judges  of  said  Court;  and 
such  Chief  Constable  shall  appoint,  in  the 
manner  hereinafter  prescribed,  all  original, 
subsequent  and  additional  constables  and 
clerks  employed  pursuant  to  this  section, 
and  shall  supervise  and  direct  the  work  of 
all  such  constables  and  clerks.  There  shall 
be  appointed  originally  fourteen  such  con- 
stables and  sixteen  such  clerks;  the  number 
of  either  may,  on  the  joint  recommendation 
of  said  Court  and  said  Chief  Constable,  be 
increased  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  Baltimore  City;  no  vacancy  in  the  posi- 
tion of  any  constable  or  clerk,  however 
arising,  shall  be  filled  by  said  Chief  Con- 
stable unless  the  Judges  of  said  Court  and 
said  Chief  Constable  shall  expressly  find 
that  the  filling  of  such  vacancy  is  necessary 
for  the  efficient  operation  of  said  Court. 
The  positions  of  said  Chief  Constable  and 
of  all  such  constables  and  clerks  shall  be 
positions  in  the  Classified  City  Service  of 
Baltimore  and  the  provisions  of  the  Charter 
of  said  City  with  respect  to  said  City  Service 
are  hereby  expressly  made  applicable 
thereto,  provided  that,  the  Chief  Constable 
at  the  time  this  amendment  becomes 
effective  shall  continue  and  remain  in  said 
position  and  immediately  become  a  member 
of  said  Classified  City  Service  of  Baltimore; 
all  such  positions  shall  be  classified  by  the 
City  Service  Commission  and  all  appoint- 
ments, promotions,  transfers,  reinstatements, 
and  removals  with  respect  to  such  positions 
shall  be  made  only  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions,  rules  and  regulations  of  said 
Classified  City  Service  in  force  from  time 
to  time.  Such  Chief  Constable  and  all  of 
such  other  constables  and  all  such  clerks 
shall  receive  from  the  Mayor  and  City  Coun- 
cil of  Baltimore  City  such  compensation 
as  said  Mayor  and  City  Council  shall  pre- 
scribe. Such  constables  and  clerks  shall 
perform  such  duties  as  may  now  or  hereafter 
be  prescribed  by  Law  or  rule  of  Court. 
After  adoption  of  this  section  no  con- 
stable shall  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  Baltimore  City  pursuant 
to  Section  42  or  Section  43  of  this  Article  IV, 
but  constables  in  office  upon  the  adoption 
of  this  section  shall  hold  office  for  the 
remainder  of  their  terms,  and  the  constables 
first  appointed  under  this  section  shall  take 
office    at    the    expiration    of    such    terms. 

Sec.  4 IB.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
have  power  by  Law  to  establish  a  People's 
Court   in   any   county,   or   any   part   thereof, 
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incorporated  city  or  town  in  this  State, 
except  Baltimore  City,  and  to  prescribe  and 
from  time  to  time  to  alter  ( 1 )  the  number, 
qualifications,  tenure,  and  method  of  se- 
lection of  the  Judges  of  any  such  Court, 
and  their  powers,  duties  and  compensation, 
except  that  the  term  of  office  or  compensa- 
tion of  any  Judge  shall  not  be  reduced 
during  his  continuance  in  office;  (2)  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  such  Court  (which  may 
be  made  exclusive  as  to  any  class  or  classes 
of  civil  cases  in  such  county,  or  any  part 
thereof,  city  or  town)  and  the  right  of 
appeal  therefrom;  (3)  the  number,  qualifi- 
cations, tenure,  method  of  selection,  duties, 
and  compensation  of  all  constables,  clerks 
or  other  employees  for  such  Court;  and  (4) 
all  other  matters  relating  to  such  Court. 
After  adoption  of  this  Section  the  Governor 
shall  not  be  required  to  appoint  any  parti- 
cular number  of  Justices  of  the  Peoce  in  any 
county  or  in  any  of  the  several  election 
districts  of  the  counties  as  now  provided  in 
Section  42  of  the  Constitution. 

Part  V-B.   Municipal  Court. 

Sec.  41C.  (a)  There  is  hereby  created 
a  Municipal  Court  of  Baltimore  City.  Said 
Court  shall  consist  originally  of  eleven 
Judges;  the  number  of  such  Judges  may 
thereafter  be  increased  or  decreased  by  the 
General  Assembly  by  Law,  but  no  such 
decrease  shall  affect  the  term  of  any  Judge 
then  in  office  or  his  right  to  stand  for 
election  for  further  terms  as  hereinafter 
provided.  The  Judges  of  said  Court  shall 
have  the  qualifications  prescribed  by  Section 
2  of  this  Article,  shall  each  have  practiced 
law  in  the  City  of  Baltimore  for  a  total 
period  of  at  least  five  years  and  shall  devote 
their  full  time  to  the  duties  of  said  Court; 
they  shall  hold  office  subject  to  the  provi- 
sions of  Sections  3  and  4  of  this  Article  with 
regard  to  retirement  and  •»  removal  from 
office;  and  they  shall  receive  such  compen- 
sation from  such  sources  as  shall  be  pro- 
vided by  Law  by  the  General  Assembly, 
which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  their 
continuance  in  office.  Authority  is  hereby 
given  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of 
Baltimore  to  pay  to  each  of  the  Judges  of 
the  Court  herein  created  such  annual  sum 
as  an  addition  to  their  respective  salaries 
as  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
shall  from  time  to  time  deem  right  and 
proper,  provided  that  any  such  sum,  being 
once  granted,  shall  not  be  diminished  dur- 
ing the  continuance  of  said  Judges  in  office. 


See  those  provisions  of  the  proposed  Consti- 
tution applicable  to  the  District  Court. 
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(b)  The  Governor  shall  appoint  to  said 
Court,  to  take  office  on  the  first  Monday  of 
May,  1961,  four  Associate  Judges  for  a  term 
expiring  December  31,  1962;  four  Associate 
Judges  for  a  term  expiring  December  31, 
1964;  and  three  Associate  Judges,  one  of 
whom  shall  be  designated  Chief  Judge,  for  a 
term  expiring  December  31,  1966;  and  upon 
the  creation  of  any  additional  office  in  said 
Court  by  increase  in  the  number  of  Judges 
pursuant  to  this  section,  the  Governor  shall 
appoint  an  Associate  Judge  for  a  term  ex- 
piring on  the  thirty-first  day  of  December 
in  the  year  of  the  first  biennial  general 
election  for  Representatives  in  Congress 
after  one  year  from  the  effective  date  of  the 
legislation  creating  the  additional  office.  If 
any  vacancy  occurs  during  any  such  original 
term,  the  Governor  shall  appoint  a  succes- 
sor to  serve  for  the  remainder  of  such 
term.  After  the  expiration  of  said  original 
terms,  the  terms  of  office  of  said  Court 
shall  be  for  ten  years  from  the  expiration 
of  the  preceding  term,  and  shall  be  filled 
as  follows: 

( 1 )  Any  qualified  person,  including  an 
incumbent  Judge  holding  office  by  any  such 
initial  or  subsequent  appointment  or  elec- 
tion, shall  be  eligible  for  election  for  a  term 
of  ten  years,  at  the  biennial  election  for 
Representatives  in  Congress  immediately 
preceding  the  expiration  of  a  term  of  office. 

(2)  Whenever  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in 
said  Court  (other  than  in  an  original  term 
or  other  than  upon  expiration  of  a  term), 
for  any  cause,  the  Governor  shall  appoint 
to  said  Court  a  Judge  who  shall  hold  office 
under  such  appointment  until  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December  inrimediately  following 
the  first  Congressional  election  occurring  at 
least  one  year  after  the  date  of  his  appoint- 
ment. 

(3)  In  order  to  qualify  for  election  or 
re-election  a  candidate  shall  file  a  certificate 
of  candidacy  with  the  Supervisors  of 
Elections  of  Baltimore  City  not  later  than 
midnight  of  the  day  which  is  ten  weeks  or 
seventy  days  prior  to  the  day  on  which  the 
primary  election  should  be  held. 

(4)  The  names  of  all  candidates  for  judge 
of  the  Municipal  Court  created  herein  shall 
be  placed  in  the  voting  machines  without 
any  party  label  or  other  distinguishing  mark 
or  location  which  might  directly  or  indi- 
rectly indicate  the  party  affiliation  of  any 
such  candidate. 

(5)  When  a  vacancy  shall  exist  in  the 
Chief  Judgeship  of  said  Court,  the  Governor 
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may  designate  an  Associate  Judge  of  said 
Court  as  Chief  Judge,  and  such  appointee 
as  Chief  Judge  shall  continue  as  such  for 
the  residue  of  the  term  for  which  he  was 
originally  appointed  or  subsequently  elected 
an  Associate  Judge  of  said  Court;  or  the 
Governor  may  designate  as  Chief  Judge  the 
person  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy  on  said 
Court    under    sub-section     (b)     (2)     herein. 

(c)  The  jurisdiction  of  said  Court  shall 
consist  originally  of  the  jurisdiction  vested 
on  the  day  immediately  preceding  the  first 
Monday  of  May,  1961,  in  the  Justices  of  the 
Peace  of  Baltimore  City,  including  the 
Police  Magistrates,  the  Chief  Police  Magis- 
trate of  Baltimore  City,  the  Magistrates-at- 
Large  of  Baltimore  City,  and  the  Traffic 
Court  of  Baltimore  City,  and  thereafter 
shall  consist  of  such  greater  or  lesser  juris- 
diction (which  may  be  made  exclusive  as  to 
any  class  or  classes  of  cases),  with  such 
right  of  appeal  therefrom,  as  the  General 
Assembly  shall  prescribe  from  time  to  time 
by  Law.  The  Chief  Judge  and  the  Associate 
Judges  thereof  shall  have  such  powers  and 
duties  as  the  General  Assembly  shall  pre- 
scribe from  time  to  time  by  Law.  The  Judges 
of  said  Court  shall  have  full  power  to 
regulate  by  rules  the  administration,  pro- 
cedure and  practice  of  said  Court,  including, 
but  not  limited  to,  the  creation  of  divisions 
of  said  Court  to  hear  exclusively  any  class 
or  classes  of  cases  and  the  assignment  of  a 
particular  judge  or  judges  exclusively  to 
such  divisions  and  the  vesting  of  administra- 
tive duties  in  the  Chief  Judge;  such  rules 
shall  have  the  force  of  Law  until  rescinded  or 
modified  by  said  Judges  or  the  General 
Assembly.  Unless  otherwise  provided  by 
Law,  all  powers  granted  by  this  section  or  by 
Law  to  said  Court  or  the  Judges  thereof  as 
a  body  may  be  exercised  by  a  majority  of  the 
Judges  thereof.  Said  Court  shall  not  be  a 
Court  of  Record.  , 

(d)  There  shall  be  a  Chief  Clerk  of  said 
Court  who  shall  be  appointed  by  said  Court 
and  who  shall  perform  such  duties  as  may 
be  prescribed  from  time  to  time  by  said 
Court  or  by  Law  by  the  General  Assembly. 
He  shall  be  paid  such  compensation  from 
such  sources  as  the  General  Assembly  shall 
prescribe  from  time  to  time  by  Law.  There 
shall  be  such  deputy  and  assistant  clerks, 
clerical,  probationary,  stenographic  and 
other  employees  as  may  be  prescribed  from 
time  to  time  by  the  General  Assembly  by 
Law  and  such  Law  shall  prescribe  the  meth- 
od of  selection,  amount  and  manner  of  com- 
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pensation  and  tenure  of  such  employees 
and  that  such  employees  and  the  Chief 
Clerk  shall  be  or  become  members  of  the 
Classified  City  Service  of  Baltimore  or  the 
Classified  Service  of  the  State  or  another 
classified  service  or  merit  system  which  may 
be  hereafter  established.  Such  employees 
shall  perform  such  duties  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed from  time  to  time  by  said  Court  or 
by  Law  by  the  General  Assembly.  The 
employees  of  the  Traffic  Court  of  Baltimore 
City  shall  be  transferred  from  the  Traffic 
Court  to  the  Municipal  Court,  as  of  the  first 
Monday  in  May,  1961. 

(e)  After  the  day  immediately  preceding 
the  first  Monday  in  May,  1961,  no  Justice 
of  the  Peace  of  Baltimore  City,  including 
the  Police  Magistrates  of  Baltimore  City,  the 
Chief  Police  Magistrate  of  Baltimore  City, 
the  Magistrates-at-Large  for  Baltimore  City, 
the  Magistrates  of  the  Traffic  Court  of 
Baltimore  City,  and  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  Traffic  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  shall 
exercise  any  of  the  jurisdiction,  or  have  any 
of  the  powers  or  duties  conferred  on  the 
Court  herein  created, 

(f)  No  member  of  the  General  Assembly 
at  which  this  amendment  is  proposed,  if 
otherwise  qualified,  shall  be  ineligible  for 
appointment  or  election  as  judge  of  the 
Municipal  Court  of  Baltimore  City  by 
reason  of  his  membership  in  such  General 
Assembly. 

Part  VI.  Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Sec.  42.  The  Governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall 
appoint  such  number  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  and  the  County  Commissioners  of  the 
several  counties,  and  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore,  respectively,  shall 
appoint  such  number  of  Constables,  for  the 
several  Election  Districts  of  the  Counties, 
and  Wards  of  the  City  of  Baltimore,  as  are 
now,  or  may  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  Law ; 
and  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Constables, 
so  appointed,  shall  be  subject  to  removal  by 
the  Judge,  or  Judges  having  criminal  juris- 
diction in  the  county,  or  city,  for  incom- 
petency, wilful  neglect  of  duty,  or  misde- 
meanor in  office,  on  conviction  in  a  Court 
of  Law.  The  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Con- 
stables, so  appointed,  and  commissioned, 
shall  be  Conservators  of  the  Peace,  shall 
hold  their  office  for  two  years,  and  shall 
have  such  jurisdiction,  duties  and  compen- 
sation, subject  to  such  right  of  appeal,  in 
all   cases,   from   the   judgment  of  Justices  of 


See  those  provisions  of  the  proposed  Consti- 
tution applicable  to  the  District  Court. 

Section  5.12.     Commissioners. 

There  may  be  district  court  commissioners 
in  the  number  and  with  the  qualifications 
prescribed  by  rule.  Commissioners  in  a  dis- 
trict shall  be  appointed  by  and  serve  at  the 
pleasure  of  that  judge  of  the  District  Court 
who  shall  be  designated  by  rule  to  appoint 
commissioners  therein.  Commissioners  may 
exercise  powers  only  with  respect  to  warrants 
of  arrest,  or  bail  or  collateral  or  other  terms 
of  pre-trial  release  pending  hearing,  or  incar- 
ceration pending  hearing,  and  then  only  as 
prescribed  by  rule. 
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the  Peace,  as  hath  been  heretofore  exercised, 
or    shall    be    hereafter    prescribed    by    Law, 

Sec.  43.  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  the  Governor 
shall  appoint  a  person  to  serve,  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  for  the  residue  of  the  term; 
and  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
Constable,  the  County  Commissioners  of  the 
county  in  which  the  vacancy  occurs,  or  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore,  as  the 
case  may  be,  shall  appoint  a  person  to  serve 
as  Constable   for   the   residue   of   the    term. 

Part  VII.  Sheriflfs. 

Sec.  44.  There  shall  be  elected  in  each 
county  and  in  Baltimore  City  in  the  year 
1946  and  in  every  fourth  year  thereafter, 
one  person,  resident  in  said  county,  or  City, 
above  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  and  at 
least  five  years  preceding  his  election,  a 
citizen  of  the  State,  to  the  office  of  Sheriff. 
He  shall  hold  office  for  four  years,  and  until 
his  successor  is  duly  elected  and  qualified; 
shall  give  such  bond,  exercise  such  powers 
and  perform  such  duties  as  now  are  or  may 
hereafter  be  fixed  by  Law. 

In  case  of  vacancy  by  death,  resignation, 
refusal  to  serve,  or  neglect  to  qualify,  or 
give  bond,  or  by  disqualification  or  removal 
from  the  County  or  City,  the  Governor  shall 
appoint  a  person  to  be  Sheriff  for  the 
remainder  of  the  official  term. 

The  Sheriff  in  each  county  and  in  Balti- 
more City  shall  receive  such  salary  or  com- 
pensation and  such  expenses  necessary  to 
the  conduct  of  his  office  as  may  be  fixed  by 
Law.  All  fees  collected  by  the  Sheriff  shall 
be  accounted  for  and  paid  to  the  Treasury 
of  the  several  counties  and  of  Baltimore 
City,  respectively. 

Sec.  45.  Coroners,  Elisors,  and  Notaries 
Public  may  be  appointed  for  each  county, 
and  the  City  of  Baltimore,  in  the  manner, 
for  the  purpose,  and  with  the  powers  now 
fixed,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  prescribed 
by  Law. 


See  Section  5.31,  Administration   of  Judicial 
System,  p.  52. 


NO  COMPARABLE  SECTIONS. 

Section   5.16.     Appellate  Courts  Nominating 
Commission. 

The  Appellate  Courts  Nominating  Com- 
mission shall  make  nominations  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy on  the  Court  of  Appeals  or  on  the  In- 
termediate Appellate  Court.  The  Commission 
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shall  consist  of  six  lay  members  and  six 
lawyer  members.  The  term  of  each  member 
shall  be  four  years,  but  the  General  Assem- 
bly shall  prescribe  by  law  shorter  terms  for 
four  of  the  lay  and  four  of  the  lawyer  mem- 
bers first  appointed  or  elected,  in  order  to  es- 
tablish overlapping  terms  of  office.  A 
vacancy  on  the  Commission  shall  be  filled 
for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  No  member 
shall  receive  compensation  for  his  service. 

Section  5.17.     Trial  Courts  Nominating  Com- 
missions. 

A  trial  courts  nominating  commission  shall 
make  nominations  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the 
Superior  Court  or  on  the  District  Court.  The 
number  of  commissions  and  the  terms  of 
their  members  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 
Each  commission  shall  have  at  least  six  mem- 
bers and  shall  consist  of  an  equal  number  of 
lay  and  lawyer  members  as  prescribed  by 
law.  No  member  shall  receive  compensation 
for  his  service.  Each  commission  shall  make 
nominations  to  fill  vacancies  on  the  Superior 
Court  in  one  or  more  counties,  or  on  the 
District  Court  in  one  or  more  districts,  or 
both,  as  prescribed  by  law. 

Section  5.18.     Lawyer  Members  of  Nominat- 
ing Commissions. 

Lawyers  throughout  the  State  shall  elect 
by  secret  ballot  the  lawyer  members  of  the 
Appellate  Courts  Nominating  Commission. 
Lawyers  of  the  area  for  which  each  trial 
courts  nominating  commission  is  established 
shall  elect  by  secret  ballot  the  lawyer  mem- 
bers of  each  commission.  Election  procedure 
and  eligibility  of  lawyer  members  of  nomi- 
nating commissions  and  of  their  electors 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Section  5.19.     Lay  Members  of  Nominating 
Commissions. 

The  governor  shall  appoint  the  lay  mem- 
bers of  the  Appellate  Courts  Nominating 
Commission  from  among  the  qualified  voters 
of  the  State.  The  governor  shall  appoint  the 
lay  members  of  each  trial  courts  nominating 
commission  from  among  the  qualified  voters 
of  the  area  for  which  that  commission  is  es- 
tablished. 

Section    5.20.     Restrictions    on    Members    of 
Nominating  Commissions. 

During  his  service  on  a  commission,  a 
member  shall  not  hold  any  public  office  of 
profit  or  office  in  a  political  party.  A  member 
shall  not  be  eligible  to  hold  a  judicial  office 
for  two  years  immediately  following  his  ser- 
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ARTICLE   V.  ATTORNEY  GENERAL 
AND  STATE'S  ATTORNEYS. 

Attorney   General. 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  an  Attorney 
General  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of 
the  State,  on  general  ticket,  on  the  Tuesday 
next  after  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of 
November,  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight, 
and  on  the  same  day,  in  every  fourth  year 
thereafter,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  four 
years  from  the  time  of  his  election  and 
qualification,  and  until  his  successor  is 
elected  and  qualified,  and  shall  be  re-eligible 
thereto,  and  shall  be  subject  to  removal  for 
incompetency,  willful  neglect  of  duty  or 
misdemeanor  in  office,  on  conviction  in  a 
Court  of  Law. 
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vice  on  a  commission  and  he  shall  not  be  eli- 
gible to  hold  any  other  public  office  of  profit 
for  one  year  immediately  following  his 
service. 

Section     5.21.     Procedures     of     Nominating 
Commissions. 

Each  nominating  commission  shall  act  only 
upon  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  its 
members.  Each  commission  shall  elect  one  of 
its  members  as  chairman. 


Section  4.17.     Office  of  Attorney  General. 

The  attorney  general  shall  be  the  chief  le- 
gal officer  of  the  State.  He  shall  represent  the 
State  in  all  criminal  cases  in  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court, 
and  {he  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  represent  the  State  in  all  civil  cases  or 
proceedings  in  which  the  State  is  a  party  or 
may  be  interested.  He  shall  have  those  other 
powers  and  duties  with  respect  to  criminal 
and  civil  cases  or  proceedings,  and  with  re- 
spect to  his  responsibilities  as  chief  legal 
officer  of  the  State,  that  the  General  Assem- 
bly may  prescribe  by  law.  Upon  request,  he 
shall  give  his  opinion  on  any  legal  matter  to 
either  house  of  the  General  Assembly  or  to 
its  presiding  officer,  or  to  the  governor,  or  to 
any  other  officer,  agency,  or  department  of 
the  State.  The  attorney  general  may  appoint, 
to  serve  at  his  pleasure,  the  number  of  depu- 
ties or  assistants  that  the  General  Assembly 
may  prescribe  by  law. 

Section  4.18.     Qualifications. 

The  attorney  general  shall  have  been  a 
qualified  voter  in  the  State  and  have  been 
authorized  to  practice  law  in  the  State  for  at 
least  five  years  immediately  preceding  his 
election  or  appointment. 

Section  4.19.     Election. 

The  attorney  general  shall  be  elected  by 
the  voters  of  the  State  for  a  term  beginning 
on  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  following 
his  election  and  ending  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  January  in  the  fourth  year  thereafter, 
and  shall  serve  until  his  successor  has  quali- 
fied. If  the  first  W^ednesday  in  January  is  a 
legal  holiday  the  term  shall  begin  on  the 
next  day.  If  the  office  becomes  vacant  the 
governor  shall  appoint,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  a  person  to  the  office 
for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 
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Sec.  2.  All  elections  for  Attorney  Gen- 
eral shall  be  certified  to,  and  returns  made 
thereof  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Circuit  Courts 
for  the  several  counties,  and  the  Clerk  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  to  the 
Governor  of  the  State,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  decide  on  the  election  and  qualification 
of  the  person  returned;  and  in  case  of  a  tie 
between  two  or  more  persons,  to  designate 
which  of  said  persons  shall  qualify  as 
Attorney  General,  and  to  administer  the 
oath  of  office  to  the  person  elected. 

Sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Attorney  General  to  prosecute  and  defend 
on  the  part  of  the  State  all  cases,  which  at 
the  time  of  his  appointment  and  qualification 
and  which  thereafter  may  be  depending  in 
the  Court  of  Appeals  and  the  intermediate 
courts  of  appeal,  or  in  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  by  or  against  the 
State,  or  wherein  the  State  may  be  inter- 
ested; and  he  shall  give  his  opinion  in 
writing  whenever  required  by  the  General 
Assembly  or  either  Branch  thereof,  the 
Governor,  the  Comptroller,  the  Treasurer, 
or  any  State's  Attorney,  on  any  legal  matter 
or  subject  depending  before  them,  or  either 
of  them;  and  when  required  by  the  Governor 
or  General  Assembly,  he  shall  aid  any 
State's  Attorney  in  prosecuting  any  suit  or 
action  brought  by  the  State  in  any  Court 
of  this  State,  and  he  shall  commence  and 
prosecute  or  defend  any  suit  or  action  in 
any  of  said  Courts,  on  the  part  of  the  State, 
which  the  General  Assembly,  or  the  Gover- 
nor, acting  according  to  law,  shall  direct  to 
be  commenced,  prosecuted  or  defended,  and 
he  shall  have  and  perform  such  other  duties 
and  shall  appoint  such  number  of  deputies 
or  assistants  as  the  General  Assembly  may 
from  time  to  time  by  law  prescribe:  And  he 
shall  receive  for  his  service  an  annual  salary 
of  three  thousand  dollars,  or  such  annual 
salary  as  the  General  Assembly  may  from 
time  to  time  by  law  prescribe:  but  he  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  receive  any  fees,  per- 
quisites or  rewards  whatever,  in  addition 
to  the  salary  aforesaid,  for  the  performance 
of  any  official  duty;  nor  shall  the  Governor 
employ  any  additional  Counsel,  in  any  Case 
whatever,  unless  authorized  by  the  General 
Assembly. 

Sec.  4.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to  the 
office  of  Attorney  General,  who  is  not  a 
citizen  of  this  State,  and  a  qualified  voter 
therein,  and  has  not  resided  and  practiced 
Law    in    this    State    for    at    least    ten    years. 


See  Section  4.18,  Qualifications,  p.  77. 
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Sec.  5.  In  case  of  vacancy  in  the  office 
of  Attorney  General,  occasioned  by  death, 
resignation,  removal  from  the  State,  or  from 
office,  or  other  disqualification,  the  said 
vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  Governor,  for 
the  residue  of  the  term   thus  made  vacant. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  the  Clerks  of 
any  intermediate  courts-  of  appeal  and  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  re- 
spectively, whenever  a  case  shall  be  brought 
into  said  Courts,  or  office,  in  which  the 
State  is  a  party,  or  has  interest,  immediately 
to    notify    the    Attorney    General     thereof. 

The  State's  Attorneys. 

Sec.  7.  There  shall  be  an  Attorney  for 
the  State  in  each  county,  and  the  City  of 
Baltimore,  to  be  styled  "The  State's  Attor- 
ney," who  shall  be  elected  by  the  voters 
thereof,  respectively,  on  the  Tuesday  next 
after  the  first  Monday  of  November,  in  the 
year,  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  and 
on  the  same  day  every  fourth  year  there- 
after; and  shall  hold  his  office  for  four 
years  from  the  first  Monday  in  January  next 
ensuing  his  election,  and  until  his  successor 
shall  be  elected  and  qualified;  and  shall  be 
re-eligible  thereto,  and  be  subject  to  removal 
therefrom,  for  incompetency,  willful  neglect 
of  duty,  or  misdemeanor  in  office,  on  con- 
viction in  a  Court  of  Law,  or  by  a  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  the  Senate,  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  Attorney  General. 

Sec.  8.  All  elections  for  the  State's 
Attorney  shall  be  certified  to,  and  Returns 
made  thereof,  by  the  Clerks  of  the  said 
counties  and  city,  to  the  Judges  thereof, 
having  criminal  jurisdiction,  respectively, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  decide  upon  the 
elections  and  qualifications^  of  the  Persons 
returned;  and,  in  case  of  a  tie  between  two 
or  more  Persons,  to  designate  which  of  said 
Persons  shall  qualify  as  State's  Attorney, 
and  to  administer  the  oaths  of  office  to  the 
Person  elected. 

Sec.  9.  The  State's  Attorney  shall  per- 
form such  duties  and  receive  such  salary 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  Law;  and  if  any 
State's  Attorney  shall  receive  any  other  fee 
or  reward  than  such  as  is  or  may  be 
allowed  by  Law,  he  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof,  be  removed  from  office;  provided, 
that  the  State's  Attorney  for  Baltimore  City 
shall  have   the  power  to  appoint  a  Deputy 
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See  Section  4.18,  Qualifications,  p. 


Section  4.35.     State's  Attorney. 

There  shall  be  a  state's  attorney  in  each 
county  or  district  which  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  General  Assembly  by  law.  He  shall  be 
elected  by  the  voters  of  the  county  or  district 
in  which  he  seeks  office.  The  term  of  office, 
functions,  powers,  duties,  method  of  filling 
vacancies,  and  all  other  matters  relating  to 
the  office  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  General 
Assembly  by  law. 


See  Section  4.35,  State's  Attorney,  p.  79. 


See  Section  4.35,  State's  Attorney,  p.  79. 
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and  such  other  Assistants  as  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Baltimore  City  may  authorize  or 
approve  and  until  otherwise  provided  by 
the  General  Assembly,  the  said  State's 
Attorney,  Deputy  and  Assistants  shall 
receive  the  following  annual  salaries:  State's 
Attorney,  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars; Deputy  State's  Attorney,  five  thousand 
dollars;  Assistant  State's  Attorneys,  four 
thousand  dollars  each;  said  salaries,  or  such 
salaries  as  the  General  Assembly  may  sub- 
sequently provide,  and  such  expenses  for 
conducting  the  office  of  the  State's  Attorney 
as  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City 
may  authorize  or  approve  shall  be  paid  by 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
to  the  extent  that  the  total  of  them  exceeds 
the  fees  of  his  office,  or  as  the  General 
Assembly  shall  otherwise  provide,  and  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  shall 
not  be  liable  for  appearance  fees  to  the 
State's  Attorney. 

Sec.  10.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to 
the  office  of  State's  Attorney,  who  has  not 
been  admitted  to  practice  Law  in  this  State, 
and  who  has  not  resided,  for  at  least  two 
years,  in  the  county,  or  city,  in  which  he 
may  be  elected. 

Sec.  11.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  State's  Attorney,  or,  of  his  removal 
from  the  county,  or  city  in  which  he  shall 
have  been  elected,  or  on  his  conviction  as 
herein  specified,  the  said  vacancy  shall  be 
fiiUed  by  the  Judge  or  Judges  resident  in  the 
county  or,  if  there  be  no  resident  Judge,  the 
Judge  or  Judges  having  jurisdiction  in  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  county  in  which  the 
vacancy  occurs,  or  by  the  Supreme  Bench 
of  Baltimore  City  for  a  vacancy  occurring 
in  Baltimore  City,  for  the  residue  of  the 
term  thus  made  vacant. 


Sec.  12.  The  State's  Attorney  in  each 
County,  and  the  City  of  Baltimore,  shall 
have  authority  to  collect,  and  give  receipt, 
in  the  name  of  the  State,  for  such  sums  of 
money  as  may  be  collected  by  him,  and 
forthwith  make  return  of  and  pay  over  the 
same  to  the  proper  accounting  officer.  And 
the  State's  Attorney  of  each  county,  and 
the  City  of  Baltimore,  before  he  shall  enter 
on  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  from 
time  to  time  thereafter,  shall  give  such 
corporate  surety  bond  as  may  hereafter  be 
prescribed  by  Act  of  the  General  Assembly. 


See  Section  435,  State's  Attorney,  p.  79. 


See  Section  435,  State's  Attorney,  p.  79. 


See  Section  435,  State's  Attorney,  p.  79. 
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ARTICLE  VI. 
TREASURY  DEPARTMENT. 

Section  1.  There  shall  be  a  Treasury 
Department,  consisting  of  a  Comptroller 
chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  State, 
at  each  general  election  at  which  the  Gover- 
nor is  chosen,  who  shall  receive  such  salary 
as  may  be  fixed  by  Law;  and  a  Treasurer, 
to  be  appointed  by"  the  two  Houses  of  the 
Legislature,  at  each  regular  session  thereof, 
in  which  begins  the  term  of  the  Governor, 
on  joint  ballot,  who  shall  receive  such  salary 
as  may  be  fixed  by  Law;  and  the  terms  of 
office  of  the  said  Comptroller  and  Treasurer 
shall  be  for  four  years,  and  until  their 
successors  shall  qualify;  and  neither  of  the 
said  officers  shall  be  allowed,  or  receive 
any  fees,  commissions  or  perquisites  of  any 
kind  in  addition  to  his  salary  for  the  per- 
formance of  any  duty  or  services  whatsoever. 
In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  either  of  the  offices 
by  death  or  otherwise,  the  Governor,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
shall  fill  such  vacancy  by  appointment,  to 
continue  until  another  election  or  a  choice  by 
the  Legislature,  as  the  case  may  be,  and 
until  the  qualification  of  the  successor.  The 
Comptroller  and  the  Treasurer  shall  keep 
their  offices  at  the  seat  of  government,  and 
shall  take  such  oath,  and  enter  into  such 
bonds  for  the  faithful  discharge  of  their 
duties  as  are  now,  or  may  hereafter  be 
prescribed  by  Law. 

Sec.  2.  The  Comptroller  shall  have  the 
general  superintendence  of  the  fiscal  affairs 
of  the  State;  he  shall  digest  and  prepare 
plans  for  the  improvement  and  management 
of  the  revenue,  and  for  the  support  of  the 
public  credit;  prepare  and  report  estimates 
of  the  revenue  and  expenditures  of  the  State; 
superintend  and  enforce  the  prompt  collec- 
tion of  all  taxes  and  revenue;  adjust  and 
settle,  on  terms  prescribed  by  Law,  with 
delinquent  collectors  and  receivers  of  taxes 
and  State  revenue;  preserve  all  public 
accounts;  and  decide  on  the  forms  of  keeping 
and  stating  accounts.  He,  or  such  of  his 
deputies  as  may  be  authorized  to  do  so  by  the 
Legislature,  shall  grant,  under  regulations 
prescribed  by  Law,  all  warrants  for  money 
to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  in  pursuance 
of  appropriations  by  Law,  and  countersign 
all  checks  drawn  by  the  Treasurer  upon  any 
bank  or  banks  in  which  the  moneys  of  the 
State,  may,  from  time  to  time,  be  deposited. 
He  shall  prescribe  the  formalities  of  the 
transfer  of  stock,  or  other  evidence  of  the 
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Section  4.20.     Office  of  Comptroller. 

The  comptroller  shall  grant,  under  regula- 
tions prescribed  by  the  General  Assembly  by 
law,  all  warrants  for  money  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  treasury  of  the  State  pursuant  to  ap- 
propriations by  law.  He  shall  also  perform 
other  duties  relating  to  the  payment  of  mon- 
ey of  the  State  as  prescribed  by  law.  The 
comptroller  shall  not  be  the  head  of  the 
finance  department  or  of  any  other  principal 
department  of  the  executive  branch.  The 
comptroller  shall  give  such  bond  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

Section  4.22.     Election. 

The  comptroller  shall  be  elected  by  the 
voters  of  the  State  for  a  term  beginning  on 
the  first  \Vedncsday  in  January  following  his 
election  and  ending  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  January  in  the  fourth  year  thereafter,  and 
shall  serve  until  his  successor  has  qualified. 
If  the  first  \Vednesday  in  January  is  a  legal 
holiday  the  term  shall  begin  on  the  next 
(lay.  If  the  office  becomes  \acant  the  gover- 
nor shall  appoint,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  a  person  to  the  office 
for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 


See  Sections  4.20  and  4.22,  immediately  above. 
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State  debt,  and  countersign  the  same,  with- 
out which  such  evidence  shall  not  be  valid; 
he  shall  make  to  the  General  Assembly  full 
reports  of  all  his  proceedings,  and  of  the 
state  of  the  Treasury  Department  within 
ten  days  after  the  commencement  of  each 
session;  and  perform  such  other  duties  as 
shall  be  prescribed  by  Law. 

Sec.  3.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  the 
moneys  of  the  State,  and,  until  otherwise 
prescribed  by  Law,  deposit  them,  as  soon  as 
received,  to  the  credit  of  the  State,  in  such 
bank  or  banks  as  he  may,  from  time  to  time, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  select 
(the  said  bank  or  banks  giving  security, 
satisfactory  to  the  Governor,  for  the  safe- 
keeping and  forthcoming,  when  required  of 
said  deposits),  and  he  or  such  of  his 
deputies  as  may  be  authorized  to  do  so  by 
the  Legislature  shall  disburse  the  same  for 
the  purposes  of  the  State  according  to  Law, 
upon  warrants  drawn  by  the  Comptroller, 
or  his  duly  authorized  deputy,  and  on  checks 
countersigned  by  the  Comptroller,  or  his 
duly  authorized  deputy,  and  not  otherwise. 
The  Treasurer  or  such  of  his  deputies  as 
may  be  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  Legisla- 
ture shall  take  receipts  for  all  moneys  paid 
from  the  Treasury  Department;  and  receipt 
for  moneys  received  by  him  shall  be  en- 
dorsed upon  warrants  signed,  by  the  Comp- 
troller, or  such  deputy  as  may  be  author- 
ized to  do  so  by  Law,  without  which 
warrants,  so  signed,  no  acknowledgment  of 
money  received  into  the  Treasury  shall  be 
valid;  and  upon  warrants  issued  by  the 
Comptroller,  or  his  duly  authorized  deputy, 
the  Treasurer  shall  make  arrangements  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  public 
debt,  and  for  the  purchase  thereof,  on 
account  of  the  sinking  fund.  Every  bond, 
certificate,  or  other  evidence  of  the  debt 
of  the  State  shall  be  signed  by  the  Treasurer, 
Chief  Deputy  Treasurer,  or  a  Deputy 
Treasurer,  and  countersigned  by  the  Comp- 
troller, Chief  Deputy  Comptroller,  or  a 
Deputy  Comptroller;  and  no  new  certificate 
or  other  evidence  intended  to  replace 
another  shall  be  issued  until  the  old  one 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Treasurer,  and 
authority  executed  in  due  form  for  the 
transfer  of  the  same  filed  in  his  office,  and 
the  transfer  accordingly  made  on  the  books 
thrrrof,  and  the  certificate  or  other  evidence 
cancelled;  but  the  Legislature  may  make 
provisions  for  the  loss  of  certificates,  or 
other  evidences  of  the  debt;  and  may  pre- 
scribe,  by   Law,    the    manner   in    which    the 


See  Sections  4.20  and  4.22,  immediately  above. 


82 


COMPARISON  OF  CONSTITUTIONS 


CONSTITUTION  OF  1867 


I 


Treasurer  shall  receive  and  keep  the  moneys 
of  the  State. 

Sec.  4.  The  Treasurer  shall  render  his 
Accounts,  quarterly,  to  the  Comptroller; 
and  shall  publish,  monthly,  in  such  news- 
papers as  the  Governor  may  direct,  an 
abstract  thereof,  showing  the  amount  of 
cash  on  hand,  and  the  place,  or  places  of 
deposit  thereof;  and  on  the  third  day  of 
each  regular  session  of  the  legislature,  he 
shall  submit  to  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Delegates  fair  and  accurate  copies  of  all 
Accounts  by  him,  from  time  to  time,  ren- 
dered and  settled  with  the  Comptroller.  He 
shall,  at  all  times,  submit  to  the  Comptroller 
the  inspection  of  the  money  in  his  hands, 
and  perform  all  other  duties  that  shall  be 
prescribed  by  Law. 

Sec.  5.  The  Comptroller  shall  qualify, 
and  enter  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  on,  the 
third  Monday  of  January  next  succeeding 
the  time  of  his  election,  or  as  soon  thereafter 
as  practicable.  And  the  Treasurer  shall 
qualify  within  one  month  after  his  appoint- 
ment by  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  6.  Whenever  during  the  recess  of 
the  Legislature  charges  shall  be  preferred 
to  the  Governor  against  the  Comptroller 
or  Treasurer,  for  incompetency,  malfeasance 
in  office,  wilful  neglect  of  duty,  or  misap- 
propriation of  the  funds  of  the  State,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  forthwith  to 
notify  the  party  so  charged,  and  fix  a  day 
for  a  hearing  of  said  charges;  and  if,  from 
the  evidence  taken,  under  oath,  on  said 
hearing  before  the  Governor,  the  said 
allegations  shall  be  sustained,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Governor  to  remove  said  offend- 
ing officer,  and  appoint  another  in  his  place, 
who  shall  hold  the  office  for  the  unexpired 
term  of  the  officer  so  removed. 
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ARTICLE  VII.     SUNDRY  OFFICERS. 

Section    1.     County    Commissioners    shall 
be  elected  on  general  ticket  of  each  county 
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See  Sections  4.20  and  4.22,  immediately  above. 


See  Sections  4.20  and  4.22,  immediately  above. 


See  Sections  4.20  and  4.22,  immediately  aBove. 


NO  COMPARABLE  SECTION 

Section  4.21.     Qualifications. 

The  comptroller  shall  have  attained  the 
age  of  thirty  years  at  the  time  of  his  election 
or  appointment  and  shall  have  been  a  quali- 
fied voter  in  the  State  for  at  least  five  years 
hnmediately  preceding  his  election  or  ap- 
pointment. 
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by  the  qualified  voters  of  the  several  coun- 
ties of  the  State  on  the  Tuesday  next  after 
the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  November, 
commencing  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred 
and  fifty-eight;  their  number  in  each  county, 
their  compensation,  powers  and  duties  shall 
be  such  as  now  or  may  be  hereafter  pre- 
scribed by  Law;  they  shall  be  elected  at  such 
times,  in  such  numbers  and  for  such  periods, 
not  exceeding  four  years,  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  Law. 

Sec.  2.  The  qualified  voters  of  each 
County,  and  of  the  City  of  Baltimore,  shall, 
on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday 
in  the  month  of  November,  in  the  year 
nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  and  on 
the  same  day  in  every  fourth  year  there- 
after, elect  a  Surveyor  for  each  County  and 
the  City  of  Baltimore,  respectively,  whose 
term  of  office  shall  commence  on  the  first 
Monday  of  January  next  ensuing  their 
election,  and  whose  duties  and  compensation 
shall  be  the  same  as  are  now  or  may  here- 
after be  prescribed  by  Law.  And  any 
vacancy  in  the  office  of  Surveyor,  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  counties, 
or  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Balti- 
more, respectively,  for  the  residue  of  the 
term. 

Sec.  3.  The  State  Librarian  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  shall 
hold  his  office  during  the  term  of  the 
Governor,  by  whom  he  shall  have  been 
appointed,  and  until  his  successor  shall  be 
appointed  and  qualified.  His  salary  shall  be 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year;  and  he  shall 
perform  such  duties  as  are  now,  or  may 
hereafter  be  prescribed  by  Law;  and  no 
appropriation,  shall  be  made  by  Law,  to  pay 
for  any  Clerk,  or  assistant  to  the  Librarian. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature, 
at  its  first  Session  after  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution,  to  pass  a  Law  regulating  the 
mode  and  manner  in  which  the  Books  in  the 
Library  shall  be  kept  and  accounted  for 
by  the  Librarian,  and  requiring  the  Librar- 
ian to  give  a  Bond,  in  such  penalty  as  the 
Legislature  may  prescribe,  for  the  proper 
discharge  of  his  duties.  The  office  of  the 
State  Librarian  shall  be  abolished  as  of  the 
end  of  the  term  of  the  present  incumbent. 

Sec.  4.  There  shall  be  a  Commissioner 
of  the  Land  Office,  who  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and   consent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  hold 
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his  office  during  the  term  of  the  Governor, 
by  whom  he  shall  have  been  appointed,  and 
until  his  successor  shall  be  appointed  and 
qualified.  He  shall  perform  such  duties  as 
are  now  required  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office,  or  such  as  may  hereafter  be 
prescribed  by  Law,  and  shall  also  be  the 
Keeper  of  the  Chancery  Records.  He  shall 
receive  a  salary  of  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury,  and  shall  charge  such  fees  as 
are  now,  or  may  be  hereafter  fixed  by  Law. 
He  shall  make  a  semi-annual  report  of  all 
the  fees  of  his  office,  both  as  Commissioner 
of  the  Land  Office,  and  as  Keeper  of  the 
Chancery  Records,  to  the  Comptroller  of 
the  Treasury,  and  shall  pay  the  same  semi- 
annually into  the  Treasury.  The  office  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  shall  be 
abolished  at  the  end  of  the  term  of  the 
present  incumbent. 

Sec.  5.  The  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Office  shall  also,  without  additional  com- 
pensation, collect,  arrange,  classify,  have 
charge  of,  and  safely  keep  all  Papers, 
Records,  Relics,  and  other  Memorials  con- 
nected with  the  Early  History  of  Maryland, 
not  belonging  to  any  other  office. 

Sec.  6.     Vacant. 


ARTICLE  VIII.     EDVCATION. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly,  at  its 
First  Session  after  the  adoption  of  this  Con- 
stitution, shall  by  Law  establish  throughout 
the  State  a  thorough  and  efficient  System 
of  Free  Public  Schools;  and  shall  provide 
by  taxation,  or  otherwise,  for  their  main- 
tenance. 

Sec.  2.  The  System  of  Public  Schools, 
as  now  constituted,  shall  remain  in  force 
until  the  end  of  the  said  Fi^st  Session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  shall  then  expire; 
except  so  far  as  adopted,  or  continued,  by 
the  General  Assembly. 
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See  Section  8.01,  Public  Education,  p.  9. 


Section  8.02.     Public  Higher  Education. 

The  governing  boards  prescribed  by  the 
General  Assembly  by  law  for  the  University 
of  iVIaryland,  the  state  colleges,  and  all  other 
state  institutions  of  higher  education,  includ- 
ing community  colleges,  shall  formulate  poli- 
cies for  their  respective  institutions  and  shall 
have  general  supervision  over  them  in  all  ac- 
ademic matters.  These  boards  may  be 
granted  by  the  General  Assembly  by  law 
such  additional  powers  of  supervision,  direc- 
tion, and  control  of  their  respective  institu- 
tions and  over  the  expenditure  of  their 
funds  as  the  General  .Assembly  may  deem  to 
be  appropriate. 
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Sec.  3.  The  School  Fund  of  the  State 
shall  be  kept  inviolate,  and  appropriated 
only  to  the  purposes  of  Education. 

ARTICLE   IX.     MILITIA    AND 
MILITARY    AFFAIRS. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
make,  from  time  to  time,  such  provisions 
for  organizing,  equipping  and  disciplining 
the  Militia,  as  the  exigency  may  require, 
and  pass  such  Laws  to  promote  Volunteer 
Militia  Organizations  as  may  afford  them 
effectual  encouragement. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  an  Adjutant 
General,  appointed  by  the  Governor,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
He  shall  hold  his  office  until  the  appoint- 
ment and  qualification  of  his  successor, 
or  until  removed  in  pursuance  of  the  sen- 
tence of  a  Court  Martial.  He  shall  perform 
such  duties,  and  receive  such  compensation, 
or  emoluments,  as  are  now,  or  may  be 
prescribed  by  Law.  He  shall  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  office  at  the  seat  of  Government, 
unless  absent,  under  orders,  on  duty;  and  no 
other  officer  of  the  General  Staff  of  the 
Militia  shall  receive  salary  or  pay,  except 
when  on  service,  and  mustered  in  with 
troops. 

Sec.  3.     Vacant. 

ARTICLE  X.     VACANT. 

ARTICLE  XI.     CITY  OF  BALTIMORE. 

Section  1.  The  Inhabitants  of  the  City 
of  Baltimore,  qualified  by  Law  to  vote  in 
said  city  for  members  of  the  House  of 
Delegates,  shall  on  the  Tuesday  after  the 
first  Monday  of  November,  eighteen  hundred 
and  eighty-nine,  and  on  the  same  day  and 
month  in  every  second  year  thereafter,  elect 
a  person  to  be  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Balti- 
more, who  shall  have  such  qualifications, 
receive  such  compensation,  discharge  such 
duties,  and  have  such  powers  as  are  now, 
or  may  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  Law; 
and  the  term  of  whose  office  shall  commence 
on  the  third  Wednesday  in  the  November 
of  the  year  of  his  election,  and  shall  con- 
tinue for  two  years,  and  until  his  successor 
shall  have  qualified. 

Sec.  2.  The  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
shall  consist  of  Two  Branches,  one  of  which 


See  Section  9.05,  Militia,  p.  6. 


For  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion applicable  to  the  structure  and  powers 
of  the  local  government  of  Baltimore  City, 
see  "Article  7,  Local  Govfrnment." 


For  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion applicable  to   the  structure  and  powers 
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shall  be  called  the  First  Branch,  and  the 
other  the  Second  Branch;  and  each  shall 
consist  of  such  number  of  members,  having 
such  qualification,  receiving  such  compen- 
sation, performing  such  duties,  possessing 
such  pov^ers,  holding  such  terms  of  office, 
and  elected  in  such  manner,  as  are  now,  or 
may  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  Law. 

Sec.  3.  In  election  for  members  of  the 
First  Branch  of  the  City  Council  of  Balti- 
more shall  be  held  in  the  City  of  Baltimore 
on  the  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  of 
November,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every  year 
thereafter;  and  for  members  of  the  Second 
Branch  on  the  Tuesday  after  the  first  Mon- 
day of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighty-nine,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every 
second  year  thereafter;  and  the  qualification 
for  electors  of  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  shall  be  the  same  as  those  prescribed 
for  the  electors  of  Mayor. 

Sec.  4.  The  regular  sessions  of  the  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  (which  shall  be 
annual,)  shall  commence  on  the  third  Mon- 
day of  January  of  each  year,  and  shall  not 
continue  more  than  ninety  days,  exclusive 
of  Sundays;  but  the  Mayor  may  convene  the 
City  Council  in  extra  session  whenever,  and 
as  often  as  it  may  appear  to  him  that  the 
public  good  may  require:  but  no  called,  or 
extra  session  shall  last  longer  than  twenty 
days,  exclusive  of  Sundays. 

Sec.  5.  No  person  elected  and  qualified 
as  Mayor,  or  as  a  member  of  the  City  Coun- 
cil, shall,  during  the  term  for  which  he  was 
elected,  hold  any  other  office  of  profit  or 
trust,  created,  or  to  be  created,  by  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore,  or  by  any 
Law  relating  to  the  Corporation  of  Balti- 
more, or  hold  any  employment,  or  position, 
the  compensation  of  which  shall  be  paid, 
directly  or  indirectly,  out  of  the  City 
Treasury;  nor  shall  any  such  person  be 
interested,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  any 
contract,  to  which  the  City  is  a  party;  nor 
shall  it  be  lawful  for  any  person,  holding 
any  office,  under  the  City,  to  be  interested, 
while  holding  such  office,  in  any  contract,  to 
which  the  City  is  a  party. 

Sec.  6.  The  Mayor  shall,  on  conviction  in 
a  Court  of  Law,  of  wilful  neglect  of  duty, 
or  misbehavior  in  office,  be  removed  from 
office  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  a 
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of   the   local  government   of  Baltimore    City, 
see  "Article  7,  Local  Government." 


For  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion applicable  to  the  structure  and  powers 
of  the  local  government  of  Baltimore  City, 
see  "Article  7,  Local  Government." 


For  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion applicable  to  the  structure  and  powers 
of  the  local  government  of  Baltimore  City, 
see  "Article  7,  Local  Government." 


For  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion applicable  to  the  structure  and  powers 
of  the  local  government  of  Baltimore  City, 
see  "Article  7,  Local  Government." 


For  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion applicable  to  the  structure  and  powers 
of  the  local  government  of  Baltimore  City, 
see  "Article  7,  Local  Government." 
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successor   shall   thereafter   be   elected,   as   in 
a  case  of  vacancy. 

Sec.  7.  From  and  after  the  adoption  of 
this  Constitution,  no  debt  (except  as  here- 
inafter excepted),  shall  be  created  by  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore;  nor 
shall  the  credit  of  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  be  given,  or  loaned 
to,  or  in  aid  of  any  individual,  association, 
or  corporation;  nor  shall  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  Baltimore  have  the  power 
to  involve  the  City  of  Baltimore  in  the  con- 
struction of  works  of  internal  improvement, 
nor  in  granting  any  aid  thereto,  which 
shall  involve  the  faith  and  credit  of  the  city, 
nor  make  any  appropriation  therefor,  un- 
less such  debt  or  credit  be  authorized  by 
an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land, and  by  an  ordinance  of  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  Baltimore,  submitted  to 
the  legal  voters  of  the  City  of  Baltimore, 
at  such  time  and  place  as  may  be  fixed  by 
said  ordinance,  and  approved  by  a  majority 
of  the  votes  cast  at  such  time  and  place; 
such  ordinance  shall  provide  for  the  dis- 
charge of  any  such  debt  or  credit  within 
the  period  of  forty  (40)  years  from  the 
time  of  contracting  the  same;  but  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  may,  temporarily,  bor- 
row any  amount  of  money  to  meet  any 
deficiency  in  the  City  Treasury,  and  may 
borrow  any  amount  at  any  time  to  provide 
for  any  emergency  arising  from  the  neces- 
sity of  maintaining  the  police,  or  pre- 
serving the  health,  safety  and  sanitary 
condition  of  the  City,  and  may  make  due 
and  proper  arrangements  and  agreements 
for  the  renewal  and  extension,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  of  any  and  all  debts  and  obliga- 
tions created  according  to  law  before  the 
adoption  of  this  Constitution. 

Sec.  8.  All  Laws  and  Ordinances,  now 
in  force,  applicable  to  the  City  of  Baltimore, 
not  inconsistent  with  this  Article,  shall  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  continued  until  changed 
in  due  course  of  Law. 

Sec.  9.  The  General  Assembly  may  make 
such  changes  in  this  Article,  except  in 
Section  seventh  thereof,  as  it  may  deem  best; 
and  this  Article  shall  not  be  so  construed,  or 
taken  as  to  make  the  political  Corporation 
of  Baltimore  independent  of,  or  free  from 
the  control,  which  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland  has  over  all  such  Corporations 
in  this  State. 


For  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion applicable  to  the  structure  and  powers 
of  the  local  government  of  Baltimore  City, 
see  "Article  7,  Local  Government." 


For  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion applicable  to  the  structure  and  powers 
of  the  local  government  of  Baltimore  City, 
see  "Article  7,  Local  Government." 


For  the  provisions  of  the  proposed  constitu- 
tion applicable  to  the  structure  and  powers 
of  the  local  government  of  Baltimore  City, 
see  "Article  7,  Local  Government." 
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ARTICLE    XI  A.    LOCAL    LEGISLATION. 

Section  1.  On  demand  of  the  Mayor  of 
Baltimore  and  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore,  or  on  petition  bearing  the  sig- 
natures of  not  less  than  20%  of  the  registered 
voters  of  said  city  or  any  county  (Pro- 
vided, however,  that  in  any  case  10,000 
signatures  shall  be  sufficient  to  complete 
a  petition),  the  Board  of  Election  Super- 
visors of  said  city  or  county  shall  provide 
at  the  next  general  or  congressional  election, 
occurring  after  such  demand  or  the  filing 
of  such  petition^  for  the  election  of  a  charter 
board  of  eleven  registered  voters  of  said 
city  or  five  registered  voters  in  any  such 
counties.  Nominations  for  members  for 
said  charter  board  may  be  made  not  less 
than  forty  days  prior  to  said  election  by  the 
Mayor  of  Baltimore  and  City  Council  of  the 
City  of  Baltimore  or  the  County  Commis- 
sioners of  such  county,  or  not  less  than 
twenty  days  prior  to  said  election  by 
petition  bearing  the  signatures  written  in 
their  own  handwriting  (and  not  by  their 
mark)  of  not  less  than  5%  of  the  registered 
voters  of  the  said  City  of  Baltimore  or  said 
county;  provided,  that  in  any  case  two 
thousand  signatures  of  registered  voters  shall 
be  sufficient  to  complete  any  such  nominat- 
ing petition,  and  if  not  more  than  eleven 
registered  voters  of  the  City  of  Baltimore 
or  not  more  than  five  registered  voters  in 
any  such  county  are  so  nominated  their 
names  shall  not  be  printed  on  the  ballot,  but 
said  eleven  registered  voters  in  the  City  of 
Baltimore  or  five  in  such  county  shall  con- 
stitute said  charter  board  from  and  after 
the  date  of  said  election.  At  said  election 
the  ballot  shall  contain  the  names  of  said 
nominees  in  alphabetical  order  without  any 
indication  of  the  source  of  their  nomination, 
and  shall  also  be  so  arranged  as  to  permit 
the  voter  to  vote  for  or  against  the  creation 
of  said  charter  board,  but  the  vote  cast 
against  said  creation  shall  not  be  held  to 
bar  the  voter  from  expressing  his  choice 
among  the  nominees  for  said  board,  and  if 
the  majority  of  the  votes  cast  for  and 
against  the  creation  of  said  charter  board 
shall  be  against  said  creation  the  election 
of  the  members  of  said  charter  board  shall 
be  void;  but  if  such  majority  shall  be  in 
favor  of  the  creation  of  said  charter  board, 
then  and  in  that  event  the  eleven  nominees 
of  the  City  of  Baltimore  or  five  nominees 
in  the  county  receiving  the  largest  number 
of  votes  shall  constitute  the  charter  board, 
and     said     charter    board,     or    a    majority 
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See  Section  3.22,  General  Application  of 
Laws,  p.  31,  for  prohibition  of  the  passage 
of  local  laws  by  the  General  Assembly. 

Section  7.01.     Establishment  of  Counties. 

County  shall  mean  Baltimore  City,  each  of 
the  twenty- three  existing  counties,  and  other 
counties  established  pursuant  to  this  Consti- 
tution. The  General  Assembly  may  provide 
by  law  for  the  establishment,  merger,  or  dis- 
solution of  counties,  *or  for  the  alteration  of 
their  boundaries.  No  such  law  shall  become 
effective  until  submitted  to  the  voters  of 
each  county  affected  and  approved  by  a  ma- 
jority of  those  voting  on  the  question  in 
each  county  affected. 

Section   7.02.     Structure   of   County   Govern- 
ments. 

Each  county  shall  have  a  written  instru- 
ment of  government  which  establishes  its 
governmental  structure.  An  instrument  of 
government  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters 
of  the  county  and  shall  be  adopted  only  if 
approved  by  a  majority  of  those  voting  on 
the  proposal. 

Section  7.03.     Change  of  Structure  of  County 
Governments. 

An  amendment  to  an  instrument  of  gov- 
ernment may  be  proposed  to  the  voters  of  a 
county  by  its  governing  body  or  by  petition 
of  the  voters  in  the  county  as  prescribed  in 
the  instrument  of  government.  An  amend- 
ment also  may  be  proposed  by  other  means 
prescribed  either  in  the  instrument  of  gov- 
ernment or  by  the  General  Assembly  by  law. 
An  amendment  shall  be  adopted  only  if  ap- 
proved by  a  majority  of  those  voting  on  the 
proposal. 

Section  7.04.     Powers  of  Counties. 

A  county  may  exercise  any  power,  other 
than  the  judicial  power,  or  perform  any 
function  unless  that  power  or  function  has 
been  denied  to  the  county  by  the  Constitu- 
tion or  by  its  instrument  of  government,  or 
has  been  transferred  exclusively  to  another 
governmental  unit,  or  has  been  denied  to  the 
county  by  the  General  Assembly  by  law.  A 
county  may  exercise  only  those  taxing  powers 
granted  to  it  by  the  General  Assembly  by 
law  but  shall  retain  taxing  powers  granted  to 
it  prior  to  the  effective  date  of  this  Constitu- 
tion, unless  any  of  those  powers  are  subse- 
quently denied  to  it  by  law. 
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thereof,  shall  prepare  within  twelve  months 
from  the  date  of  said  election  a  charter 
or  form  of  government  for  said  city  or  such 
county  and  present  the  same  to  the  Mayor 
of  Baltimore  or  President  of  the  Board 
of  County  Commissioners  of  such  county, 
who  shall  publish  the  same  in  at  least  two 
newspapers  of  general  circulation  published 
in  the  City  of  Baltimore  or  county  within 
thirty  days  after  it  shall  be  reported  to  him. 
Such  charter  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters 
of  said  city  or  county  at  the  next  general 
or  congressional  election  after  the  report 
of  said  charter  to  said  Mayor  of  Baltimore 
or  President  of  the  Board  of  County  Com- 
missioners; and  if  a  majority  of  the  votes 
cast  for  and  against  the  adoption  of  said 
charter  shall  be  in  favor  of  such  adoption, 
the  said  charter  from  and  after  the  thirtieth 
day  from  the  date  of  such  election  shall 
become  the  Law  of  said  city  or  county, 
subject  only  to  the  Constitution  and  Public 
General  Laws  of  this  State,  and  any  public 
local  laws  inconsistent  with  the  provisions 
of  said  charter  and  any  former  charter  of 
the  City  of  Baltimore  or  county  shall  be 
thereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  at  its 
first  session  after  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment shall  by  public  general  law  provide  a 
grant  of  express  powers  for  such  county  or 
counties  as  may  thereafter  form  a  charter 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Article.  Such 
express  powers  granted  to  the  counties  and 
the  powers  heretofore  granted  to  the  City 
of  Baltimore,  as  set  forth  in  Article  4,  Sec- 
tion 6,  Public  Local  Laws  of  Maryland,  shall 
not  be  enlarged  or  extended  by  any  charter 
formed  under  the  provisions  of  this  Article, 
but  such  powers  may  be  extended,  modified, 
amended  or  repealed  by  the  General 
Assembly. 

Sec.  3.  Every  charter  so  formed  shall 
provide  for  an  elective  legislative  body  in 
which  shall  be  vested  the  lawmaking  power 
of  said  city  or  county.  Such  legislative 
body  in  the  City  of  Baltimore  shall  be 
known  as  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore,  and  in  any  county  shall  be 
known  as  the  County  Council  of  the  county. 
The  chief  executive  officer,  if  any  such 
charter  shall  provide  for  the  election  of 
such  executive  officer,  or  the  presiding 
officer  of  said  legislative  body,  if  such 
charter  shall  not  provide  for  the  election 
of  a  chief  executive  officer,  shall  be  known 
in  the  City  of  Baltimore  as  Mayor  of  Balti- 


See  Sections  7.01-7.04,  immediately  above. 


See   Sections   7.01-7.04,  immediately   above. 
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more,  and  in  any  county  as  the  President 
of  the  County  Council  of  the  county,  and 
all  references  in  the  Constitution  and  Laws 
of  this  State  to  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore  and 
City  Council  of  the  City  of  Baltimore  or  to 
the  County  Commissioners  of  the  counties, 
shall  be  construed  to  refer  to  the  Mayor  of 
Baltimore  and  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore  and  to  the  President  and  County 
Council  herein  provided  for  whenever  such 
construction  would  be  reasonable.  From  and 
after  the  adoption  of  a  charter  by  the  City 
of  Baltimore,  or  any  county  of  this  State,  as 
hereinbefore  provided,  the  Mayor  of  Balti- 
more and  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore  or  the  County  Council  of  said 
county,  subject  to  the  Constitution  and 
Public  General  Laws  of  this  State,  shall  have 
full  power  to  enact  local  laws  of  said  city  or 
county  including  the  power  to  repeal  or 
amend  local  laws  of  said  city  or  county 
enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  upon 
all  matters  covered  by  the  express  powers 
granted  as  above  provided;  provided  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  authorize  or  empower  the  County  Council 
of  any  county  in  this  State  to  enact  laws  or 
regulations  for  any  incorporated  town, 
village,  or  municipality  in  said  county,  on 
any  matter  covered  by  the  powers  granted 
to  said  town,  village,  or  municipality  by  the 
Act  incorp>orating  it,  or  any  subsequent  Act 
or  Acts  amendatory  thereto.  Provided,  how- 
ever, that  the  charters  for  the  various 
counties  shall  specify  the  number  of  days, 
not  to  exceed  forty-five,  which  may  but  need 
not  be  consecutive,  that  the  County  Coun- 
cil of  the  counties  may  sit  in  each  year  for 
the  purpose  of  enacting  legislation  for  such 
counties,  and  all  legislation  shall  be  enacted 
at  the  times  so  designated  for  that  purpose 
in  the  charter,  and  all  laws  and  ordinances 
so  enacted  shall  be  published  once  a  week 
for  three  successive  weeks  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  published  in  such  counties,  so 
that  the  taxpayers  and  citizens  may  have 
notice  thereof.  This  provision  shall  not 
apply  to  Baltimore  City.  All  such  local  laws 
enacted  by  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore  and 
City  Council  of  the  City  of  Baltimore  or  the 
Council  of  the  counties  as  hereinbefore 
provided,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules 
of  interpretation  as  those  now  applicable  to 
the  Public  Local  Laws  of  this  State,  except 
that  in  case  of  any  conflict  between  said 
local  law  and  any  Public  General  Law  now 
or  hereafter  enacted  the  Public  General 
Law  shall  control. 
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Sec.  4.  From  and  after  the  adoption  of  a 
charter  under  the  provisions  of  this  Article 
by  the  City  of  Baltimore  or  any  county  of 
this  State,  no  public  local  law  shall  be 
enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  for  said 
city  or  county  on  any  subject  covered  by 
the  express  powers  granted  as  above  pro- 
vided. Any  law  so  drawn  as  to  apply  to  two 
or  more  of  the  geographical  subdivisions  of 
this  State  shall  not  be  deemed  a  Local  Law, 
within  the  meaning  of  this  Act.  The  term 
"geographical  sub-division"  herein  used  shall 
be  taken  to  mean  the  City  of  Baltimore  or 
any  of  the  counties  of  this  State. 

Sec.  5.  Amendments  to  any  charter 
adopted  by  the  City  of  Baltimore  or  by  any 
county  of  this  State  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Article  may  be  proposed  by  a  resolution 
of  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore  and  the  City 
Council  of  said  the  City  of  Baltimore,  or  the 
Council  of  said  county,  or  by  a  petition 
signed  by  not  less  than  20%  of  the  registered 
voters  of  said  city  or  county,  provided, 
however,  that  in  any  case  10,000  signatures 
shall  be  sufficient  to  complete  a  petition,  and 
filed  with  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore  or  the 
President  of  the  County  Council,  and  when 
so  proposed  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters 
of  said  city  or  county  at  the  next  general 
or  congressional  election  occurring  after 
the  passage  of  said  resolution,  or  the  filing 
of  said  petition;  and  if  at  said  election  the 
majority  of  the  votes  cast  for  and  against 
said  amendments  shall  be  in  favor  thereof, 
said  amendment  shall  be  adopted  and  be- 
comes a  part  of  the  charter  of  said  city  or 
county  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day 
after  said  election.  Said  amendments  shall 
be  published  by  said  Mayor  of  Baltimore  or 
President  of  the  County  Council  once  a 
week  for  five  successive  weeks  prior  to  said 
election  in  at  least  one  newspaper  published 
in  said  city  or  county. 

Sec.  6.  The  power  heretofore  conferred 
upon  the  General  Assembly  to  prescribe  the 
number,  compensation,  powers  and  duties 
of  the  County  Commissioners  in  each 
county,  and  the  power  to  make  changes  in 
Sections  1  to  6  inclusive.  Article  XI  of  this 
Constitution,  when  expressly  granted  as 
hereinbefore  provided,  are  hereby  trans- 
ferred to  the  voters  of  each  county  and  the 
voters  of  City  of  Baltimore,  respectively, 
provided  that  said  powers  so  transferred 
shall  be  exercised  only  by  the  adoption 
or  amendment  of  a  charter  as  hereinbefore 
provided;    and    provided    further    that    this 


See   Sections   7.01-7.04,  immediately   above. 
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Article  shall  not  be  construed  to  authorize 
the  exercise  of  any  powers  in  excess  of  those 
conferred  by  the  legislature  upon  said 
counties   or   city   as   this   Article  sets   forth. 

Sec.  7.  The  word  "Petition"  as  used  in 
this  Article  means  one  or  more  sheets 
written  or  printed,  or  partly  written  and 
partly  printed;  "Signature"  means  the  sig- 
nature of  a  registered  voter  written  by 
himself  in  his  own  handwriting  (and  not  by 
his  mark\,  together  with  the  ward  or  district 
and  precinct  in  which  he  is  registered.  The 
authenticity  of  such  signatures  and  the  fact 
that  the  persons  so  signing  are  registered 
voters  shall  be  evidenced  by  the  affidavit  of 
one  or  more  registered  voters  of  the  city  or 
county  in  which  said  voters  so  signing  are 
registered,  and  one  affidavit  may  apply  to  or 
cover  any  number  of  signatures  to  such 
petition.  The  false  signing  of  any  name,  or 
the  signing  of  any  fictitious  name  to  said 
petition  shall  be  forgery,  and  the  making  of 
any  false  affidavit  in  connection  with  said 
petition  shall  be  perjury. 

ARTICLE  XIB    CITY  OF  BALTIMORE- 
LAND  DEVELOPMENT  AND 
REDEVELOPMENT. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland,  by  public  local  law.  may  author- 
ize and  empower  the  Mayor  and  City  Coun- 
cil of  Baltimore: 

(a)  To  acquire,  within  the  boundary 
lines  of  Baltimore  City,  land  and  property 
of  every  kind,  and  any  right,  interest, 
franchise,  easement  or  privilege  therein,  by 
purchase,  lease,  gift,  condemnation  or  any 
other  legal  means,  for  development  or 
redevelopment,  including,  but  not  limited 
to,  the  comprehensive  renovation  or  rehabil- 
itation thereof:  and 

(b)  To  sell,  lease,  comey,  transfer  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  any  of  said  land  or 
property,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  it  has 
been  developed,  redeveloped,  altered  or  im- 
proved and  irrespective  of  the  manner  or 
means  in  or  by  which  it  may  have  been 
acquired,  to  any  private,  public  or  quasi 
public  corporation,  partnership,  association, 
person  or  other  legal  entity. 

No  land  or  property  taken  by  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  for  any  of 
the  aforementioned  purposes  or  in  connec- 
tion with  the  exercise  of  any  of  the  powers 
which  may  be  granted  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  pursuant  to  this  Article 
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See   Sections   7.01-7.04,  immediately   above 


See  Section  1.16,  Eminent  Domain,  p.  33; 
Section  3.22,  General  Application  of  Laws, 
p.  31;  Sections  7.01-7.04,  beginning  at  p.  89. 
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by  exercising  the  power  of  eminent  domain, 
shall  be  taken  without  just  compensation, 
as  agreed  upon  between  the  parties,  or 
awarded  by  a  jury,  being  first  paid  or 
tendered  to  the  party  entitled  to  such  com- 
pensation. 

All  land  or  property  needed,  or  taken  by 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  eminent  domain, 
by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
for  any  of  the  aforementioned  purposes 
or  in  connection  with  the  exercise  of  any  of 
the  powers  which  may  be  granted  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  pur- 
suant to  this  Article  is  hereby  declared  to 
be    needed    or    taken    for   a    public    use. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land may  grant  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  any  and  all  additional 
power  and  authority  necessary  or  proper  to 
carry  into  full  force  and  effect  any  and  all 
of  the  specific  powers  which  the  General 
Assembly  is  authorized  to  grant  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  pur- 
suant to  this  Article  and  to  fully  accomplish 
any  and  all  of  the  purposes  and  objects 
contemplated  by  the  provisions  of  this 
Article,  provided  such  additional  power  or 
authority  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  this  Article  or  with  any 
other  provision  or  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Maryland.  The  General  Assembly 
may  place  such  other  and  further  restrictions 
or  limitations  on  the  exercise  of  any  of  the 
powers  which  it  may  grant  to  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Article  as  it  may  deem 
proper  and  expedient. 

Sec.  3.  The  Baltimore  Redevelopment 
Commission  may  continue  in  existence  and 
shall  have  and  may  continue  to  exercise  any 
of  the  power  and  authority  which  is  now  or 
hereafter  may  be  vested  in  the  Commission 
by  Law,  until  such  time  as  such  power  and 
authority  of  the  Commission  is  validly 
repealed  by  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland  or  by  an  ordinance  or  resolution 
of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
and  a  new  agency  of  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  is  created  to  carry  out 
the  objects  and  purposes  for  which  the 
Baltimore  Redevelopment  Commission  was 
originally  created;  and  nothing  contained 
in  this  Article  shall  be  taken  or  construed 
to  the  contrary. 
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ARTICLE  XIC.   OFF-STREET  PARKING. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland,  by  public  local  law,  may  authorize 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore: 

(a)  Within  the  City  of  Baltimore  to 
acquire  land  and  property  of  every  kind, 
and  any  right,  interest,  franchise,  easement 
or  privilege  therein,  by  purchase,  lease, 
gift,  condemnation  or  any  other  legal  means, 
for  storing,  parking  and  servicing  self-pro- 
pelled vehicles,  provided,  that  no  petroleum 
products  shall  be  sold  or  offered  for  sale  at 
any  entrance  to  or  exit  from,  any  land  so 
acquired  or  at  any  entrance  to,  or  exit  from, 
any  structure  erected  thereon,  when  any 
entrance  to,  or  exit  from,  any  such  land  or 
structure  faces  on  a  street  or  highway  which 
is  more  than  25  feet  wide  from  curb  to  curb; 
and 

(b)  To  sell,  lease,  convey,  transfer  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  any  of  said  land  or 
property,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  it 
has  been  developed,  redeveloped,  altered, 
or  improved  and  irrespective  of  the  manner 
or  means  in  or  by  which  it  may  have  been 
acquired,  to  any  private,  public  or  quasi 
public  corporation,  partnership,  association, 
person  or  other  legal  entity. 

No  land  or  property  taken  by  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  for  any  of 
the  aforementioned  purposes  or  in  connec- 
tion with  the  exercise  of  any  of  the  powers 
which  may  be  granted  to  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  Baltimore  pursuant  to  this 
Article  by  exercising  the  power  of  eminent 
domain,  shall  be  taken  without  just  compen- 
sation, as  agreed  upon  between  the  parties, 
or  awarded  by  a  jury,  being  first  paid  or 
tendered  to  the  party  entitled  to  such  com- 
pensation. 

All  land  or  property  needed,  or  taken  by 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  eminent  domain, 
by  the  Mayor  and  City  Counc^il  of  Baltimore 
for  any  of  the  aforementioned  purposes  or 
in  connection  with  the  exercise  of  any  of  the 
powers  which  may  be  granted  to  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  pursuant  to 
this  Article  is  hereby  declared  to  be  needed 
or  taken  for  a  public  use. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land may  grant  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  any  and  all  additional 
power  and  authority  necessary  or  proper  to 
carry  into  full  force  and  effect  any  and  all 
of  the  specific  powers  which  the  General 
Assembly  is  authorized  to  grant  to  the  Mayor 


See  Section  1.16,  Eminent  Domain,  p.  33; 
SectioTi  3.22,  General  Application  of  Laws, 
p.  31;  Sections  7.01-7.04,  beginning  at  p.  89. 
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and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  pursuant  to 
this  Article  and  to  fully  accomplish  any 
and  all  of  the  purposes  and  objects  contem- 
plated by  the  provisions  of  this  Article,  pro- 
vided such  additional  power  or  authority  is 
not  inconsistent  with  the  terms  and  provi- 
sions of  this  Article  or  with  any  other 
provision  or  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
of  Maryland.  The  General  Assembly  may 
place  such  other  and  further  restrictions  or 
limitations  on  the  exercise  of  any  of  the 
powers  which  it  may  grant  to  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Article  as  it  may  deem 
proper  and  expedient. 

ARTICLE  XI  D.    PORT  DEVELOPMENT. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland,  by  public  local  law,  may  author- 
ize the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Balti- 
more: 

(a)  To  acquire  land  and  property  of 
every  kind,  and  any  right,  interest,  fran- 
chise, easem^ent  or  privilege  therein,  in, 
adjoining  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Patapsco 
River  or  its  tributaries,  by  purchase,  lease, 
gift,  condemnation  or  any  other  legal 
means,  for  or  in  connection  with  extending, 
developing  or  improving  the  harbor  or  port 
of  Baltimore  and  its  facilities  and  the  high- 
ways and  approaches  thereto;  and  provid- 
ing, further,  that  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  shall  not  acquire  any 
such  land  or  property,  or  any  such  right, 
interest,  franchise,  easement  or  privilege 
therein,  for  any  of  said  purposes,  in  any 
of  the  counties  of  this  State  without  the 
prior  consent  and  approval  by  resolution 
duly  passed  after  a  public  hearing,  by  the 
Board  of*  County  Commissioners  of  the 
county  in  which  such  land  or  property, 
or  such  right,  interest,  franchise,  easement 
or  privilege  therein,  is  situate;  and  pro- 
vided, further,  that  Anne  Arundel  County 
shall  retain  jurisdiction  and  power  to  tax 
any  land  so  acquired  by  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  Baltimore  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Act. 

(b)  To  sell,  lease,  convey,  transfer  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  any  of  said  land  or 
property,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  it  is 
undeveloped  or  has  been  developed,  re- 
developed, altered,  or  improved  and  ir- 
respective of  the  manner  or  means  in  or 
by  which  it  may  have  been  acquired,  to  any 
private,  public  or  quasi  public  corporation, 
partnership,  association,  person  or  other 
legal  entity. 


See  Section  1.16,  Eminent  Domain,  p.  33; 
Section  3.22,  General  Application  of  Laws, 
p.  31;  Sections  7.01-7.04,  beginning  at  p.  89. 

See  also  Section  7.08,  Establishment  of  Multi- 
County  Governmental  Units  and  Section 
7.09,  Financing  of  Intergovernmental  Au- 
thorities. 
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No  land  or  property  taken  by  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  for  any  of 
the  aforementioned  purposes  or  in  connec- 
tion with  the  exercise  of  any  of  the  powers 
which  may  be  granted  to  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  Baltimore  pursuant  to  this 
Article  by  exercising  the  power  of  eminent 
domain,  shall  be  taken  without  just  com- 
pensation, as  agreed  upon  between  the 
parties,  or  awarded  by  a  jury,  being  first 
paid  or  tendered  to  the  party  entitled  to 
such  compensation. 

All  land  or  property  needed,  or  taken  by 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  eminent  domain, 
by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
for  any  of  the  aforementioned  purposes  or 
in  connection  with  the  exercise  of  any  of 
the  powers  which  may  be  granted  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  pur- 
suant to  this  Article  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  needed  or  taken  for  a  public  use. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land may  grant  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  any  and  all  additional 
power  and  authority  necessary  or  proper 
to  carry  into  full  force  and  effect  any  and 
all  of  the  specified  powers  which  the 
General  Assembly  is  authorized  to  grant 
to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Balti- 
more pursuant  to  this  Article  and  to  fully 
accomplish  any  and  all  of  the  purposes 
and  objects  contemplated  by  the  provisions 
of  this  Article,  provided  such  additional 
power  or  authority  is  not  inconsistent  with 
the  terms  and  provisions  of  this  Article  or 
with  any  other  provision  or  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  of  Maryland.  The  General 
Assembly  may  place  such  other  and  further 
restrictions  or  limitations  on  the  exercise 
of  any  of  the  powers  which  it  may  grant 
to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Balti- 
more under  the  provisions  of  this  Article 
as    it    may    deem    proper    and    expedient. 

Sec.  3.  Provided,  however,  that  no 
public  local  law  enacted  under  the  provi- 
sions and  authority  of  this  Article  shall  be 
enacted  or  construed  to  authorize  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  to  exercise 
or  apply  any  of  the  powers  or  authority 
in  this  Article  enumerated  within  the  ter- 
ritorial limits  of  Howard  County. 


NO  EXACTLY  COMPARABLE  SECTIONS. 

Section  7.08.     Establishment  of  Multi-County 
Governmental  Units. 

Multi-county    governmental    units,    includ- 
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ARTICLE  XI  E. 

Section  1.  Except  as  provided  elsewhere 
in  this  Article,  the  General  Assembly  shall 
not  pass  any  law  relating  to  the  incorpo- 
ration, organization,  government,  or  affairs 
of  those  municipal  corporations,  which  are 
not  authorized  by  Article  11 -A  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  have  a  charter  form  of  govern- 
ment which  will  be  special  or  local  in 
its  terms  or  in  its  eflFect,  but  the  General 
Assembly  shall  act  in  relation  to  the  incor- 
poration, organization,  government,  or  af- 
fairs of  any  such  municipal  corporation 
only  by  general  laws  which  shall  in  their 
terms  and  in  their  eflfect  apply  alike  to  all 
municipal  corporations  in  one  or  more  of 
the  classes  provided  for  in  Section  2  of  this 
Article.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General 
Assembly  to  provide  by  Law  the  method 
by  which  new  municipal  corporations  shall 
be  formed. 


Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly,  by  Law, 
shall  classify  all  such  municipal  corporations 
by  grouping  them  into  not  more  than  four 
classes  based  on  populations  as  determined 
by  the  most  recent  census  made  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States  or  the  State 
of  Maryland.    No  more  than  one  such  group- 
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ing  intergovernmental  authorities  and  popu- 
larly elected  representative  regional  gov- 
ernments, shall  consist  of  all  or  part  of  two 
or  more  counties.  The  General  Assembly  may 
provide  by  law  for  the  establishment,  merger, 
or  dissolution  of  multi-county  governmental 
units,  or  for  the  alteration  of  their  bounda- 
ries, or  for  the  powers  they  may  exercise. 
The  General  Assembly  may  provide  for  ref- 
erenda on  any  of  these  laws  pertaining  to  a 
popularly  elected  representative  regional  gov- 
ernment. 

Section  7.09.   Financing  of  Intergovernmental 
Authorities. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  or  a  popu- 
larly elected  representative  local  government 
by  law  may  grant  to  an  intergovernmental 
authority  the  power  to  impose  and  to  collect 
service  or  benefit  charges,  to  borrow  money, 
and  to  collect  taxes  imposed  by  the  General 
Assembly  or  by  the  popularly  elected  repre- 
sentative local  government,  but  may  not 
grant  the  power  to  impose  taxes. 


Section    7.05.     Existing    Municipal    Corpora- 
tions. 

Municipal  corporation  shall  mean  an  in- 
corporated city,  town,  or  village,  but  shall 
not  include  Baltimore  City  or  any  other 
county.  Municipal  corporations  existing  at 
the  effective  date  of  this  Constitution  may 
not  be  merged  or  dissolved  or  have  their 
boundaries  altered  or  have  their  existing 
powers  withdrawn,  without  the  consent  of 
the  governing  bodies  of  the  county  and  the 
municipal  corporations  affected,  or  except  as 
the  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law. 

Section   7.06.     New   Municipal    Corporations, 
and  Intracounty  Governmental  Units. 

A  county  may  provide  by  law  for  the  crea- 
tion of  new  municipal  corporations  and 
other  units  of  local  government  comprising  a 
part  of  the  area  of  the  county  and  by  law 
may  grant  to  and  withdraw  from  them  any 
and  all  powers  of  the  county,  subject  to  any 
procedures  and  standards  that  the  General 
Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law. 
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ing  of  municipal  corporations  into  four 
(or  fewer)  classes  shall  be  in  effect  at  any 
time,  and  the  enactment  of  any  such  group- 
ing of  municipal  corporations  into  four 
(or  fewer)  classes  shall  repeal  any  such 
grouping  of  municipal  corporations  into 
four  (or  fewer)  classes  then  in  efTect. 
Municipal  corporations  shall  be  classified 
only  as  provided  in  this  section  and  not 
otherwise. 

Sec.  3.  Any  such  municipal  corporation, 
now  existing  or  hereafter  created,  shall 
have  the  power  and  authority,  (a)  to  amend 
or  repeal  an  existing  charter  or  local  laws 
relating  to  the  incorporation,  organization, 
government,  or  affairs  of  said  municipal 
corporation  heretofore  enacted  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  of  Maryland,  and  (b)  to 
adopt  a  new  charter,  and  to  am.end  or 
repeal  any  charter  adopted  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Article. 

Sec.  4.  The  adoption  of  a  new  charter, 
the  amendment  of  any  charter  or  local 
laws,  or  the  repeal  of  any  part  of  a  charter 
or  local  laws  shall  be  proposed  either  by  a 
resolution  of  the  legislative  body  of  any 
such  municipal  corporation  or  by  a  petition 
containing  the  signatures  of  at  least  five 
per  cent  of  the  registered  voters  of  a 
municipal  corporation  and  filed  with  the 
legislative  body  of  said  municipal  corpo- 
ration. The  General  Assembly  shall  amplify 
the  pro\'isions  of  this  section  by  general 
law  in  any  manner  not  inconsistent  with 
this  Article. 

Sec.  5.  Notwithstanding  any  other  pro- 
vision in  this  Article,  the  General  Assembly 
may  enact,  amend,  or  repeal  local  laws 
placing  a  maximum  limit  on  the  rate  at 
which  property  taxes  may  be  imposed  by 
any  such  municipal  corporation  and  regu- 
lating the  maximum  amount  of  debt 
which  may  be  incurred  by  any  municipal 
corporation.  However,  no  such  local  law 
shall  become  effective  in  regard  to  a  munici- 
pal corporation  until  and  unless  it  shall 
have  been  approved  at  a  regular  or  special 
municipal  election  by  a  majority  of  the 
voters  of  that  municipal  corporation  voting 
on  the  question.  No  such  municipal  corpo- 
ration shall  levy  any  type  of  tax,  license, 
fee,  franchise  tax  or  fee  which  was  not 
in  effect  in  such  municipal  corporation  on 
January  1,  1954,  unless  it  shall  receive 
the    express    authorization    of    the    General 


Section  7.07.     Additional  Powers  of  Munici- 
pal Corporations. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  or  a  county 
by  law  may  grant  additional  powers  to  mu- 
nicipal corporations,  and  the  granting  au- 
thority may  withdraw  such  powers. 


See  Section  7.07,  Additional  Powers  of  Mu- 
nicipal Corporations,  p.  99. 


See  Section   7.07,  Additional  Powers  of  Mu- 
nicipal Corporations,  p.  99. 
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Assembly  for  such  purpose,  by  a  general 
law  which  in  its  terms  and  its  effect  applies 
alike  to  all  municipal  corporations  in  one 
or  more  of  the  classes  provided  for  in 
Section  2  of  this  Article.  All  charter  pro- 
visions enacted  under  the  authority  of  Sec- 
tion 3  of  this  Article  shall  be  subject  to 
any  local  laws  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly  and  approved  by  the  municipal 
voters  under  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Sec.  6.  All  charter  provisions,  or  amend- 
ments thereto,  adopted  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Article,  shall  be  subject  to  all 
applicable  laws  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly;  except  that  any  local  laws,  or 
amendments  thereto,  relating  to  the  incor- 
poration, organization,  government,  or  af- 
fairs of  any  municipal  corporation  and  en- 
acted before  this  Article  becomes  effective, 
shall  be  subject  to  any  charter  provisions, 
or  amendments  thereto,  adopted  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Article.  Any  local  law, 
or  amendments  thereto,  relating  to  the  in- 
corporation, organization,  government,  or 
affairs  of  any  municipal  corporation  and  in 
effect  at  the  time  this  Article  becomes  ef- 
fective, shall  be  subject  to  any  applicable 
State  law  enacted  after  this  Article  becomes 
effective.  All  laws  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly  and  in  effect  at  the  time  this 
Article  becomes  effective,  shall  remain  in 
effect  until  amended  or  repealed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  this  Constitu- 
tion. Nothing  in  this  Article  shall  be  con- 
strued to  authorize  any  municipal  corpo- 
ration, by  any  amendment  or  addition  to 
its  charter,  to  permit  any  act  which  is 
prohibited  by  the  laws  of  this  State  con- 
cerning the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  Day 
or  the  manufacture,*  licensing  or  sale  of 
alcoholic  beverages. 

ARTICLE  XI-F. 
HOME  RULE   FOR   CODE   COUNTIES. 

Section  1.  For  the  purposes  of  this 
Article,  ( 1 )  "code  county"  means  a  county 
which  is  not  a  charter  county  under  Article 
llA  of  this  Constitution  and  has  adopted 
the  optional  powers  of  home  rule  provided 
under  this  Article;  and  (2)  "public  local 
law"  means  a  law  applicable  to  the  in- 
corporation, organization,  or  government  of 
a  code  county  and  contained  in  the  county's 
code  of  public  local  laws;  but  this  latter 
term  specifically  does  not  include  (i)  the 
charters  of  municipal  corporations  under 
Article    HE    of    this    Constitution,    (ii)    the 
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See  Section  7.07,  Additional  Powers  of  Mu- 
nicipal Corporations,  p.  99. 


See  Sections  7.01-7.04,  beginning  at  p.  89. 
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laws  or  charters  of  counties  under  Article 
llA  of  this  Constitution^  (iii)  laws,  whether 
or  not  Statewide  in  application,  in  the  code 
of  public  general  laws,  (iv)  laws  which 
apply  to  more  than  one  county,  and  (v) 
ordinances  and  resolutions  of  the  county 
government  enacted  under  public  local  laws. 

Sec.  2.  The  governing  body  of  any 
county,  by  a  vote  of  at  least  two-thirds 
of  the  members  elected  thereto,  may  pro- 
pose by  resolution  that  the  county  become 
a  code  county  and  be  governed  by  the 
provisions  of  this  Article.  Upon  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  resolution,  it  shall  be  certified 
to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Elections 
in  the  county,  which  Board  (pursuant  to 
the  election  laws  of  the  State)  shall  submit 
to  the  voters  of  the  county  at  the  next 
ensuing  general  election  the  question 
whether  the  resolution  shall  be  approved 
or  rejected.  If  in  the  referendum  a  ma- 
jority of  those  persons  voting  on  this 
question  vote  for  the  resolution,  the  resolu- 
tion is  approved,  and  the  county  shall  be- 
come a  code  county  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Article,  on  the  thirtieth  day  after 
the  election.  If  in  the  referendum  a  ma- 
jority of  those  persons  voting  on  this  ques- 
tion vote  against  the  resolution,  the  resolu- 
tion is  rejected,  and  of  no  further  effect. 
Provided  that  if  at  the  next  ensuing 
general  election  there  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  voters  of  the  county  a  proposed  charter 
under  Article  llA  of  this  Constittition,  the 
proposed  charter  only  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  voters  at  that  next  ensuing  general 
election.  If  the  proposed  charter  is  adopted 
by  the  voters,  this  particular  resolution  to 
become  a  code  county  shall  not  be  submitted 
to  the  voters  and  shall  have  no  further 
eflfect.  If  the  proposed  charter  is  rejected 
by  the  voters,  the  code  question  under  this 
Article  shall  be  submitted  to*  the  voters  at 
the  general  election  two  years  later,  and 
no  charter  question  under  Article  llA  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  voters  at  that  general 
election. 

Sec.  3.  Except  as  otherwise  provided  in 
this  Article,  a  code  county  may  enact, 
amend,  or  repeal  a  public  local  law  of  that 
county,  following  the  procedure  in  this 
Article. 

Sec.  4.  Except  as  otherwise  provided 
in  this  Article,  the  General  Assembly  shall 
not  enact,  amend,  or  repeal  a  public  local 


See  Sections  7.01-7.04,  beginning  at  p.  89. 


See  Sections  7.01-7.04,  beginning  at  p.  89. 


See  Sections  7.01-7.04,  beginning  at  p.  89.  See 
also  Section  3.22,  General  Application  of 
Laws,  p.  31. 
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law  which  is  special  or  local  in  its  terms 
or  effect  within  a  code  county.  The  General 
Assembly  may  enact,  amend,  or  repeal 
public  local  laws  applicable  to  code  coun- 
ties only  by  general  enactments  which  in 
term  and  eflfect  apply  alike  to  all  code 
counties  in  one  or  more  of  the  classes 
provided   for   in   Section   5   of   this   Article; 

Sec.  5.  The  General  Assembly,  by  Law, 
shall  classify  all  code  counties  by  grouping 
them  into  not  more  than  four  classes  based 
either  upon  population  as  determined  in 
the  most  recent  Federal  or  State  census 
or  upon  such  other  criteria  as  determined 
by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  appropriate. 
Not  more  than  one  such  grouping  of  code 
counties  into  four  (or  fewer)  classes  may 
be  in  effect  at  any  one  time,  and  the  enact- 
ment of  any  grouping  of  code  counties  into 
four  (or  fewer)  classes  repeals  any  other 
such  grouping  then  in  effect.  Code  counties 
may  be  classified  only  as  provided  in  this 
section. 

Sec.  6.  A  code  county  may  enact,  amend, 
or  repeal  a  public  local  law  of  that  county 
by  a  resolution  of  the  board  of  county 
commissioners.  The  General  Assembly  may 
amplify  the  provisions  of  this  section  by 
general  law  in  any  manner  not  inconsistent 
with  this  Article. 

Sec.  7.  Any  action  of  a  code  county  in 
the  enactment,  amendment,  or  repeal  of  a 
public  local  law  is  subject  to  a  referendum 
of  the  voters  in  the  county,  as  in  this  section 
provided.  The  enactment,  amendment,  or 
repeal  shall  be  effective  unless  a  petition 
of  the  registered  voters  of  the  county  re- 
quires that  it  be  submitted  to  a  referendum 
of  the  voters  in  the  county.  The  General 
Assembly  shall  amplify  the  provisions  of 
this  section  by  general  law  in  any  manner 
not  inconsistent  with  this  Article,  except 
that  in  any  event  the  number  of  signatures 
required  on  such  a  petition  shall  not  be 
fewer  than  five  percentum  (5%)  of  the 
voters  in  a  county  registered  for  county 
and  State  elections. 

Sec.  8.  Notwithstanding  any  other  pro- 
visions of  this  Article,  the  General  Assembly 
has  exclusive  power  to  enact,  amend,  or 
repeal  any  local  law  for  a  code  county  which 
( 1 )  authorizes  or  places  a  maximum  limit 
upon  the  rate  of  property  taxes  which  may 
be    imposed    by    the    code    county;    or    (2) 
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See  Sections  7.01-7.04,  beginning  at  p.  89.  See 
also  Section  3.22,  General  Application  of 
Laws,  p.  31. 


See  Sections  7.01-7.04,  beginning  at  p.  89. 


See  Sections  7.01-7.04,  beginning  at  p.  89. 


See  Section  7.10,  Credit  Limitations  on  Local 
Governments,  p.  43. 
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authorizes  or  regulates  the  maximum  amount 
of  indebtedness  which  may  be  incurred  by 
the  code  county.  Public  local  laws  enacted 
by  the  General  Assembly  under  this  section 
prevail  over  any  public  local  laws  enacted 
by  the  code  county  under  other  sections 
in  this  Article. 

Sec.  9.  A  code  county  shall  not  levy 
any  type  of  tax,  license  fee,  franchise  tax, 
or  fee  which  was  not  in  effect  or  authorized 
in  the  code  county  at  the  time  it  came 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Article,  until 
an  express  authorization  of  the  General 
Assembly  has  been  enacted  for  this  pur- 
pose by  a  general  law  which  in  its  terms 
and  effect  applies  alike  to  all  code  counties 
in  one  or  more  of  the  classes  provided  for 
in  Section  5  of  this  Article. 

Sec.  10.  All  laws  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly  and  in  effect  when  this  Article 
was  added  to  the  Constitution  shall  remain 
in  effect  until  amended  or  repealed  under 
this  Constitution.  Every  public  local  law 
enacted,  amended,  or  repealed  by  a  county 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Article  pre- 
vails over  the  previous  public  local  law, 
except  to  the  extent  it  is  subject  to  an 
applicable  law  enacted  by  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

ARTICLE  XII.     PUBLIC  WORKS. 

Section  1.  The  Governor,  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Treasuier, 
shall  constitute  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
in  this  State.  They  shall  keep  a  journal 
of  their  proceedings,  and  shall  hold  regular 
sessions  in  ^he  City  of  Annapolis,  on  the 
first  Wednesday  in  January,  April,  July  and 
October,  in  each  year,  and  oftener,  if  neces- 
sary; at  which  sessions  they  shall  hear  and 
determine  such  matters  as  affect  the  Public 
Works  of  the  State,  and  ks  the  General 
Assembly  may  confer  upon  them  the  power 
to  decide. 

Sec.  2.  They  shall  exercise  a  diligent 
and  faithful  supervision  of  all  Public  Works 
in  which  the  State  may  be  iriterested  as 
Stockholder  or  Creditor,  and  shall  appoint 
the  Directors  in  every  Railroad  and  Canal 
Company,  in  which  the  State  has  the  legal 
power  to  appoint  Directors,  which  said 
Directors  shall  represent  the  State  in  all 
meetings  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  respec- 
tive Companies  for  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed or  elected.    They  shall  require  the 


See  Sections  7.01-7.04,  beginning  at  p.  89. 


See  Section  4.25,  Board  of  Review,  p.  32. 
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Directors  of  all  said  Public  Works  to  guard 
the  public  interest,  and  prevent  the  estab- 
lishment of  tolls  which  shall  discriminate 
against  the  interest  of  the  citizens  or  products 
of  this  State,  and  from  time  to  time,  and 
as  often  as  there  shall  be  any  change  in  the 
rates  of  toll  on  any  of  the  said  Works, 
to  furnish  the  said  Board  of  Public  Works 
a  schedule  of  such  modified  rates  of  toll, 
and  so  adjust  them  as  to  promote  the  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  State;  they  shall 
report  to  the  General  Assembly  at  each 
regular  session,  and  recommend  such  legis- 
lation as  they  may  deem  necessary  and 
requisite  to  promote  or  protect  the  interests 
of  the  State  in  the  said  Public  Works;  they 
shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
hereafter  prescribed  by  Law,  and  a  majority 
of  them  shall  be  competent  to  act.  The 
Governor,  Comptroller  and  Treasurer  shall 
receive  no  additional  salary  for  services 
rendered  by  them  as  members  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Works. 

Sec.  3.  The  Board  of  Public  Works  is 
hereby  authorized,  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions and  conditions  as  the  General  As- 
sembly may  from  time  to  time  prescribe, 
to  sell  the  State's  interest  in  all  works  of 
Internal  Improvement,  whether  as  a  stock- 
holder or  a  creditor,  and  also  the  State's 
interest  in  any  banking  corporation,  re- 
ceiving in  payment  the  bonds  and  regis- 
tered debt  now  owing  by  the  State,  equal 
in  amount  to  the  price  obtained  for  the 
State's  said  interest. 

ARTICLE  XIII.     NEW  COUNTIES. 

Section.  1.  The  General  Assembly  may 
provide,  by  Law,  for  organizing  new  coun- 
ties, locating  and  removing  county  seats, 
and  changing  county  lines;  but  no  new 
county  shall  be  organized  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  majority  of  the  legal  voters 
residing  within  the  limits  proposed  to  be 
formed  into  said  new  county;  and  whenever 
a  new  county  shall  be  proposed  to  be 
formed  out  of  portions  of  two  or  more 
counties,  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the 
legal  voters  of  such  part  of  each  of  said 
counties,  respectively,  shall  be  required;  nor 
shall  the  lines  of  any  county  nor  of  Balti- 
more City  be  changed  without  the  consent 
of  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  residing 
within  the  district,  which  under  said  pro- 
posed change,  would  form  a  part  of  a 
county  or  of  Baltimore  City  different  from 
that    to    which    it    belonged    prior    to    said 
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change;  and  no  new  county  shall  contain 
less  than  four  hundred  square  miles,  nor 
less  than  ten  thousand  white  inhabitants; 
nor  shall  any  change  be  made  in  the  limits 
of  any  county,  whereby  the  population  of 
said  county  would  be  reduced  to  less  than 
ten  thousand  white  inhabitants,  or  its  ter- 
ritory reduced  to  less  than  four  hundred 
square  miles. 

Sec.  2.  At  the  election  to  be  held  for 
the  adoption,  or  rejection  of  this  Constitu- 
tion, in  each  Election  District,  in  those 
parts  of  Worcester  and  Somerset  Counties, 
comprised  within  the  following  limits,  viz: 
Beginning  at  the  point,  where  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line  crosses  the  channel  of  Poco- 
moke  River,  thence  following  said  line  to 
the  channel  of  the  Nanticoke  River,  thence 
with  the  channel  of  said  river  to  Tangier 
Sound,  or  the  intersection  of  Nanticoke  and 
Wicomico  Rivers,  thence  up  the  channel 
of  the  Wicomico  River  to  the  mouth  of 
Wicomico  Creek,  thence  with  the  channel  of 
said  creek  and  Passerdyke  Creek  to  Da- 
shield's  or  Disharoon's  Mills,  thence  with 
the  mill-pond  of  said  mills  and  Branch 
following  the  middle  prong  of  said  Branch, 
to  Meadow  Bridge,  on  the  road,  dividing 
the  Counties  of  Somerset  and  Worcester, 
near  the  southwest  corner  of  the  farm  of 
William  P.  Morris,  thence  due  east  to  the 
Pocomoke  River,  thence  with  the  channel 
of  said  river  to  the  beginning,  the  Judges 
of  election,  in  each  of  said  Districts,  shall 
receive  the  ballots  of  each  elector,  voting 
at  said  election,  who  has  resided  for  six 
months,  preceding  said  election  within  said 
limits,  for  or  against  a  new  county:  and 
the  Return  Judges  of  said  Election  Districts 
shall  certify  the  result  of  such  voting,  in 
the  manner,  now  prescribed  by  Law,  to  the 
Governor,  who  shall  by  Proclamation  make 
know  the  same;  and  if  a  majority  of  the 
legal  votes,  cast  within  that  part  of  Worces- 
ter County,  contained  within  said  lines, 
and  also  a  majority  of  the  legal  votes 
cast  within  that  part  of  Somerset  County, 
contained  within  said  lines,  shall  be  in  favor 
of  a  new  county,  then  said  parts  of 
Worcester  and  Somerset  Counties  shall  be- 
come and  constitute  a  new  county,  to  be 
called  W'icomico  County;  and  Salisbury  shall 
be  the  County  Seat.  And  the  Inhabitants 
thereof  shall  thenceforth  have  and  enjoy 
all  such  rights  and  privileges  as  are  held 
and  enjoyed  by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  other 
counties  of  this  State. 


05 


CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION  OF  MARYLAND 


CONSTITUTION  OF  1867 


Sec.  3.  When  said  new  county  shall 
have  been  so  created,  the  Inhabitants  thereof 
shall  cease  to  have  any  claim  to,  or  interest 
in  the  county  buildings,  and  other  public 
property  of  every  description,  belonging  to 
said  counties  of  Somerset  and  Worcester, 
respectively,  and  shall  be  liable  for  their 
proportionate  shares  of  the  then  existing 
debts  and  obligations  of  the  said  counties, 
according  to  the  last  assessment  in  said 
counties,  to  be  ascertained  and  appor- 
tioned by  the  Circuit  Court  of  Somerset 
County,  as  to  the  debts  and  obligations 
of  said  county,  and  by  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Worcester  County,  as  to  the  debts  and 
obligations  of  Worcester  County,  on  the 
petition  of  the  County  Commissioners  of 
the  said  counties,  respectively;  and  the 
property  in  each  part  of  the  said  counties, 
included  in  said  new  county,  shall  be  bound 
only  for  the  share  of  the  debts  and  obliga- 
tions of  the  county  from  which  it  shall  be 
separated;  and  the  Inhabitants  of  said  new 
county  shall  also  pay  the  county  taxes, 
levied  upon  them  at  the  time  of  the  creation 
of  such  new  county,  as  if  such  new  county 
had  not  been  created;  and  on  the  applica- 
tion of  twelve  citizens  of  the  proposed 
county  of  Wicomico,  the  Surveyor  of 
Worcester  County  shall  run  and  locate  the 
line  from  Meadow  Bridge  to  the  Pocomoke 
River,  previous  to  the  adoption,  or  rejection 
of  this  Constitution,  and  at  the  expense 
of  said  petitioners. 

Sec.  4.  At  the  first  general  election, 
held  under  this  Constitution,  the  qualified 
voters  of  said  new  county  shall  be  entitled 
to  elect  a  Senator,  and  two  Delegates  to 
the  General  Assembly,  and  all  such  county, 
or  other  officers  as  this  Constitution  may 
authorize,  or  require  to  be  elected  by  other 
counties  of  the  State;  a  notice  of  such 
election  shall  be  given  by  the  Sheriffs  of 
Worcester  and  Somerset  Counties  in  the 
manner  now  prescribed  by  Law;  and  in 
case  said  new  county  shall  be  established, 
as  aforesaid,  then  the  counties  of  Somerset 
and  Worcester  shall  be  entitled  to  elect 
but  two  Delegates  each  to  the  General 
Assembly. 

Sec.  5.  The  County  of  Wicomico,  if 
formed  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Constitution,  shall  be  embraced  in  the  First 
Judicial  Circuit;  and  the  times  for  holding 
the  Courts  therein  shall  be  fixed  and  deter- 
mined by  the  General  Assembly. 
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Sec.  6.  The  General  Assembly  shall  pass 
all  such  Laws  as  may  be  necessary  more 
fully  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
this  Article. 

ARTICLE  XIV.  AMENDMENTS  TO  THE 
CONSTITUTION. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  may 
propose  Amendments  to  this  Constitution; 
provided  that  each  Amendment  shall  be 
embraced  in  a  separate  bill,  embodying  the 
Article  or  Section,  as  the  same  will  stand 
when  amended  and  passed  by  three-fifths  of 
all  the  members  elected  to  each  of  the  two 
Houses,  by  yeas  and  nays,  to  be  entered 
on  the  Journals  with  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment. The  bill  or  bills  proposing  amend- 
ment or  amendments  shall  be  published  by 
order  of  the  Governor,  in  at  least  two 
newspapers,  in  each  County,  where  so  many 
may  be  published,  and  where  not  more  than 
one  may  be  published,  then  in  that  news- 
paper, and  in  three  newspapers  published 
in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  once  a  week  for 
four  weeks  immediately  preceding  the  next 
ensuing  general  election,  at  which  the  pro- 
posed amendment  or  amendments  shall  be 
submitted,  in  a  form  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
General  Assembly,  to  the  qualified  voters 
of  the  State  for  adoption  or  rejection.  The 
votes  cast  for  and  against  said  proposed 
amendment  or  amendments,  severally,  shall 
be  returned  to  the  Governor,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  in  other  cases,  and  if  it  shall 
appear  to  the  Governor  that  a  majority  of 
the  votes  cast  at  said  election  on  said 
amendment  or  amendments,  severally,  were 
cast  in  favor  thereof,  the  Governor  shall, 
by  his  proclamation,  declare  the  said  amend- 
ment or  amendments  having  received  said 
majority  of  votes,  to  have  been  adopted  by 
the  people  of  Maryland  as  part  of  the 
Constitution  thereof,  and  thenceforth  said 
amendment  or  amendments^  shall  be  part 
of  the  said  Constitution.  When  two  or  more 
amendments  shall  be  submitted  in  manner 
aforesaid,  to  the  voters  of  this  State  at  the 
same  election,  they  shall  be  so  submitted 
as  that  each  amendment  shall  be  voted  on 
separately. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  provide  by  Law  for 
taking,  at  the  general  election  to  be  held 
in  the  year  nineteen  hundred  and  seventy, 
and  every  twenty  years  thereafter,  the  sense 
of  the  People  in  regard  to  calling  a  Con- 
vention     for      altering      this      Constitution; 


Section  10.03.     Constitutional  Amendment. 

An  amendment  to  this  Constitution  may 
be  proposed  either  by  the  affirmative  vote  of 
three-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  each  house 
of  the  General  Assembly  or  by  the  affirma- 
tive vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of 
a  constitutional  convention.  Any  proposed 
amendment  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters 
of  the  State  at  a  special  or  general  election 
as  determined  by  the  General  Assembly  or 
by  the  convention,  whichever  proposes  the 
amendment.  Notice  of  the  election  shall  be 
given  as  the  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe 
by  law.  Unless  otherwise  provided,  the 
amendment  shall  become  effective  thirty  days 
after  approval  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of 
those  voting  on  the  amendment. 


Section  10.04.     Constitutional  Convention. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  may  call  a 
constitutional  convention  at  any  time  or  may 
submit  the  question  of  calling  a  constitution- 
al convention  to  the  voters  of  the  State  at 
any  time.  If  a  constitutional  convention  shall 
not  have  been   called  or  if  the  question  of 
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and  if  a  majority  of  voters  at  such 
election  or  elections  shall  vote  for  a  Con- 
vention, the  General  Assembly,  at  its  next 
session,  shall  provide  by  Law  for  the  as- 
sembling of  such  convention,  and  for  the 
election  of  Delegates  thereto.  Each  County, 
and  Legislative  District  of  the  City  of  Balti- 
more, shall  have  in  such  Convention  a  num- 
ber of  Delegates  equal  to  its  representation 
in  both  Houses  at  the  time  at  which  the 
Convention  is  called.  But  any  Constitution, 
or  change,  or  amendment  of  the  existing 
Constitution,  which  may  be  adopted  by  such 
Convention,  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters 
of  this  State,  and  shall  have  no  effect  unless 
the  same  shall  have  been  adopted  by  a 
majority  of  the  voters  voting  thereon. 


ARTICLE  XV.     MISCELLANEOUS. 

Section  1.  Every  person  holding  any 
office  created  by,  or  existing  under  the 
Constitution,  or  Laws  of  the  State  (except 
Justices  of  the  Peace,  Constables  and 
Coroners),  or  holding  any  appointment 
under  any  Court  of  this  State,  whose  pay, 
or  compensation  is  derived  from  fees,  or 
moneys  coming  into  his  hands  for  the  dis- 
charge of  his  official  duties,  or,  in  any 
way,  growing  out  of,  or  connected  with 
his  office,  shall  keep  a  book  in  which  shall 
be  entered  every  sum,  or  sums  of  money, 
received  by  him,  or  on  his  account,  as  a 
payment  or  compensation  for  his  perfor- 
mance of  official  duties,  a  copy  of  which 
entries  in  said  book,  verified  by  the  oath 
of  the  officer,  by  whom  it  is  directed  to  be 
kept,  shall  be  returned  yearly  to  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  State  for  his  inspection,  and 
that  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State, 
to  which  the  Comptroller  shall,  at  each 
regular  session  thereof,  make  a  report  show- 
ing what  officers  have  complied  with  this 
Section;  and  each  of  the  said  officers,  when 
the  amount  received  by  him  for  the  year 
shall  exceed  the  sum  which  he  is  by  Law 
entitled  to  retain,  as  his  salary,  or  com- 
pensation (or  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
and    for    the    expenses    of    his    office,    shall 
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calling  a  convention  shall  not  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  voters  of  the  State  for  a  period 
of  twenty  years,  then  the  question  shall  be 
submitted  at  the  next  general  election.  A 
convention  shall  be  held  within  two  years  af- 
ter a  majority  of  those  voting  on  the  ques- 
tion approve  the  calling  of  a  convention  or 
within  two  years  after  the  General  Assembly 
calls  a  convention.  Within  sixty  days  after 
approval  by  the  voters  or  within  sixty  days 
after  the  General  Assembly  calls  a  conven- 
tion, the  governor  shall  appoint  a 
commission  to  prepare  for  the  convention. 
Not  later  than  the  second  regular  session  fol- 
lowing the  approval,  the  General  Assembly 
shall  prescribe  by  law  the  manner  for  elect- 
ing delegates,  for  filling  vacancies  in  the  posi- 
tion of  delegate,  and  for  assembling  the  con- 
vention, and  shall  appropriate  sufficient  funds 
for  the  work  of  the  convention.  The  conven- 
tion shall  adopt  its  own  rules  of  procedure. 
Any  proposal  recommended  by  the  conven- 
tion for  changing  the  Constitution  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  voters  of  the  State  for 
adoption,  and  shall  be  effective  only  if  ap- 
proved by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority 
of  those  voting  on  the  proposal. 
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yearly  pay  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State  the  amount  of  such  excess,  subject  to 
such  disposition  thereof  as  the  General  As- 
sembly may  direct;  if  any  of  such  officers 
shall  fail  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
this  Section  for  the  period  of  thirty  days 
after  the  expiration  of  each  and  every  year 
of  his  office,  such  officer  shall  be  deemed 
to  have  vacated  his  office,  and  the  Gover- 
nor shall  declare  the  same  vacant,  and  the 
vacancy  therein  shall  be  filled  as  in  case 
of  vacancy  for  any  other  cause,  and  such 
officer  shall  be  subject  to  suit  by  the  State 
for  the  amount  that  ought  to  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury. 

Sec.  2.  The  several  Courts  existing  in 
this  State  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of 
this  Constitution  shall,  until  superseded, 
under  its  provisions,  continue  with  like 
powers  and  jurisdiction,  and  in  the  exercise 
thereof,  both  at  Law  and  in  Equity,  in 
all  respects,  as  if  this  Constitution  had  not 
been  adopted;  and  when  said  Courts  shall 
be  so  superseded,  all  causes,  then  depending 
in  said  Courts,  shall  pass  into  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  several  Courts,  by  which  they 
may  be,  respectively,  superseded. 

Sec.  3.     Vacant. 

Sec.  4.  If  at  any  election  directed  by  this 
Constitution,  any  two  or  more  candidates 
shall  have  the  highest  and  an  equal  number 
of  votes,  a  new  election  shall  be  ordered 
by  the  Governor,  except  in  cases  specially 
provided  for  by  this  Constitution. 

Sec.  5.  In  the  trial  of  all  criminal  cases, 
the  Jury  shall  be  the  Judges  of  the  Law, 
as  well  as  of  fact,  except  that  the  Court 
may  pass  upon  the  sufficiency  of  the  evi- 
dence to  sustain  a  conviction.  "* 

Sec.  6.  The  right  of  trial  by  Jury  of 
all  issues  of  fact  in  civil  proceedings  in 
the  several  Courts  of  Law  in  this  State, 
where  the  amount  in  controversy  exceeds 
the  sum  of  five  dollars,  shall  be  inviolably 
preserved. 

Sec.  7.  All  general  elections  in  this 
State  shall  be  held  on  the  Tuesday  next 
after  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of 
November,  in  the  year  in  which  they  shall 
occur. 


See   Section   10.02,  Effect  of   Constitution   on 
Existing  Laiv,  p.  1. 


Section  2.09.     Pluralities. 

The  candidates  receiving  the  highest  num- 
ber of  votes  shall  be  elected  to  the  offices  for 
which  thev  were  candidates. 


See  Section  1.07,  Rights  of  Accused,  p.  5. 


See   Section    1.13,  Iiiry    Trial 
p.  1. 


Civil   Cases, 


See  Section  2.08,  General  Elections,  p.  114. 
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Sec.  8.     Vacant. 

Sec.  9.  The  Term  of  office  of  all  Judges 
and  other  officers,  for  whose  election,  pro- 
vision is  made  by  this  Constitution,  shall 
except  in  cases  otherwise  expressly  provided 
herein,  commence  from  the  time  of  their 
Election;  and  all  such  officers  shall  qualify 
as  soon  after  their  election  as  practicable, 
and  shall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  their 
respective  offices  immediately  upon  their 
qualification;  and  the  Term  of  office  of  the 
State  Librarian  and  of  the  Commissioner 
of  the  Land  Office  shall  commence  from 
the  time  of  their  appointment. 

Sec.  10.  Any  officer  elected  or  appointed 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  Con- 
stitution, may  qualify,  either  according  to 
the  existing  provisions  of  Law,  in  relation 
to  officers  under  the  present  Constitution, 
or  before  the  Governor  of  the  State,  or 
before  any  Clerk  of  any  Court  of  Record 
in  any  part  of  the  State;  but  in  case  an 
officer  shall  qualify  out  of  the  County  in 
which  he  resides,  an  official  copy  of  his 
oath  shall  be  filed  and  recorded  in  the 
Clerk's  office  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
County  in  which  he  may  reside,  or  in  the 
Clerk's  office  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  of  Baltimore,  if  he  shall  reside  therein. 
All  words  or  phrases,  used  in  creating 
public  offices  and  positions  under  the  Con- 
stitution and  Laws  of  this  State,  which  de- 
note the  masculine  gender  shall  be  con- 
strued to  include  the  feminine  gender,  un- 
less the  contrary  intention  is  specifically 
expressed. 

Sec.  11.  No  person  who  is  a  member 
of  an  organization  that  advocates  the  over- 
throw of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  or  of  the  State  of  Maryland  through 
force  or  violence  shall  be  eligible  to  hold 
any  office,  be  it  elective  or  appointive,  or 
any  other  position  of  profit  or  trust  in  the 
Government  of  or  in  the  administration  of 
the  business  of  this  State  or  of  any  county, 
municipality  or  other  political  subdivision 
of  this  State. 
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See  Section  5.22,  Judicial  Term  of  Office,  p. 
51. 


NO  COMPARABLE  SECTIONS. 

Section  9.02.     Conflict  of  Interest. 

The  General  .Assembly  shall  prescribe  by 
law  a  code  of  ethics,  and  provide  for  the  reg- 
ulation of  conflicts  of  interest,  for  all  elect- 
ed state  officers. 
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ARTICLE  XVI.     THE  REFERENDUM. 

Section  1.  (a)  The  people  reserve  to 
themselves  pjower  known  as  The  Referendum, 
by  petition  to  have  submitted  to  the 
registered  voters  of  the  State,  to  approve 
or  reject  at  the  polls,  any  Act,  or  part 
of  any  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  if 
approved  by  the  Governor,  or,  if  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly  over  the  veto  of 
the  Governor; 

(b)  The  provisions  of  this  Article  shall 
be  self-executing;  provided  that  additional 
legislation  in  furtherance  \hereof  and  not 
in  conflict  therewith  may  be  enacted. 

Sec.  2.  No  law  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly  shall  take  effect  until  the  first 
day  of  June  next  after  the  session  at  which 
it  may  be  passed,  unless  it  contain  a  Section 
declaring  such  law  an  emergency  law  and 
necessary  for  the  immediate  preservation 
of  the  public  health  or  safety,  and  passed 
upon  a  yea  and  nay  vote  supported  by 
three-fifths  of  all  the  members  elected  to 
each  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General 
Assembly;  provided,  however,  that  said 
period    of    suspension    may   be    extended    as 


Section  9.06.     Natural  Resources. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by 
law  for  the  conservation,  enhancement,  im- 
provement, and  protection  of  the  natural  en- 
vironment, natural  resources,  and  natural 
beauty  of  the  State. 

Section  9.07.     Consumer  Protection. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by 
law  for  the  protection  and  education  of  the 
citizens  of  the  State  against  harmful  and  un- 
fair business  practices. 

Section  9.08.     Sovereign  Immunity. 

Sovereign  immunity  may  not  be  pleaded  as 
a  defense  in  a  suit  against  the  State  or  any 
unit  of  local  government,  or  any  of  their  de- 
partments or  agencies,  except  to  the  extent 
and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Section     9.09.     Intergovernmental     Coopera- 
tion. 

The  State  or  any  unit  of  local  government, 
except  as  limited  by  any  law,  may  cooperate 
or  agree  with  one  or  more  other  governmen- 
tal unit  or  units,  whether  within  or  without 
the  boundaries  of  the  State,  including  the 
federal  and  state  governments,  for  the  exer- 
cise of  any  of  its  powers  and  functions. 


Section  2.10.    Referendum. 

The  people  reserve  to  themselves  the 
power  of  referendum.  Any  law  enacted  by 
the  General  Assembly  may  be  petitioned  to 
referendum  except  laws  for  legislative  appor- 
tionment and  districting,  or  congressional 
districting,  or  imposing  a  tax,  or  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  state  government  or 
any  public  institution. 

Section  2.11.     Manner  of  Referral. 

A  law,  other  than  a  law  applicable  in  only 
one  county,  shall  be  referred  to  a  vote  of  the 
people  after  a  petition  has  been  signed  by  a 
number  of  qualified  voters  equal  to  at  least 
five  per  cent  of  the  total  votes  cast  for  gover- 
nor in  the  most  recent  gubernatorial  elec- 
tion. Not  more  than  one-half  of  the  required 
number  of  signatures  shall  be  those  of  quali- 
fied voters  residing  in  any  one  county.  If  the 
total  number  of  required  signatures  is  filed 
with  the  governor  within  sixty  days  after  the 
bill  becomes  law,  it  shall  be  submitted  to  a 
vote  of  the  people  at  the  next  general  elec- 
tion held  not  less  than  four  months  after  the 
bill  becomes  law. 
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provided  in  Section  3(b)  hereof.  If  be- 
fore said  first  day  of  June  there  shall  have 
been  filed  v^'ith  the  Secretary  of  the  State  a 
petition  to  refer  to  a  vote  of  the  people 
any  law  or  part  of  a  law  capable  of  ref- 
erendum, as  in  this  Article  provided,  the 
same  shall  be  referred  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  such  vote,  and  shall  not  become 
a  law  or  take  eflPect  until  thirty  days  after 
its  approval  by  a  majority  of  the  electors 
voting  thereon  at  the  next  ensuing  election 
held  throughout  the  State  for  Members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States.  An  emergency  law  shall  remain  in 
force  notwithstanding  such  petition^,  but 
shall  stand  repealed  thirty  days  after  having 
been  rejected  by  a  majority  of  the  qualified 
electors  voting  thereon;  provided,  however, 
that  no  measure  creating  or  abolishing  any 
office,  or  changing  the  salary,  term  or  duty 
of  any  officer,  or  granting  any  franchise 
or  special  privilege,  or  creating  any  vested 
right  or  interest,  shall  be  enacted  as  an 
emergency  law.  No  law  making  any  appro- 
priation for  maintaining  the  State  Gov- 
ernment, or  for  maintaining  or  aiding  any 
public  institution,  not  exceeding  the  next 
previous  appropriation  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, shall  be  subject  to  rejection  or  repeal 
under  this  Section.  The  increase  in  any 
such  appropriation  for  maintaining  or  aid- 
ing any  public  institution  shall  only  take 
effect  as  in  the  case  of  other  laws,  and 
such  increase  or  any  part  thereof  specified 
in  the  petition,  may  be  referred  to  a  vote 
of  the  people  upon  petition. 

Sec.  3.  (a)  The  referendum  petition 
against  an  Act  or  part  of  an  Act  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly,  shall  be  sufficient 
if  signed  by  three  per  centum  of  the 
qualified  voters  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
calculated  upon  the  whole  number  of  votes 
cast  therein  for  Governor  at  the  last  pre- 
ceding Gubernatorial  election,  of  whom  not 
more  than  half  shall  be  residents  of  Balti- 
more City,  or  of  any  one  County;  pro- 
vided that  any  Public  Local  Law  for  any 
one  County  or  the  City  of  Baltimore,  shall 
be  referred  by  the  Secretary  of  State  only 
to  the  people  of  said  County  or  City  of 
Baltimore,  upon  a  referendum  petition  of 
ten  per  cent  of  the  qualified  voters  of  said 
County  or  City  of  Baltimore,  as  the  case 
may  be,  calculated  upon  the  whole  number 
of  votes  cast  therein  respectively  for  Gov- 
ernor at  the  last  preceding  Gubernatorial 
election. 
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Section  2.12.     Suspension. 

A  law  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly 
subject  to  referendum  shall  be  suspendible 
unless  it  is  passed  by  the  affirmative  vote  of 
three-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  each  house 
and  contains  a  section  declaring  it  to  be  an 
emergency  law  and  necessary  for  the  immedi- 
ate preservation  of  the  public  health  or  safe- 
ty. If  one-half  the  required  signatures  are 
filed  during  the  thirty  days  after  a  bill  be 
comes  law,  the  law,  if  suspendible,  shall  be 
suspended  thereby  through  the  sixtieth  day 
after  it  became  law.  If  the  remaining  re- 
quired signatures  are  filed  by  that  sixtieth 
day,  the  law  shall  continue  to  be  suspended. 

Section  2.13.    Effect  of  Referendum. 

A  referred  law  shall  be  repealed  thirty  days 
after  it  has  been  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
those  voting  on  it  if  the  number  voting  on 
the  question  is  not  less  than  one-fourth  the 
number  voting  in  the  election.  A  suspended 
law  which  is  not  repealed  shall  take  effect 
thirty  days  after  the  referendum  or  at  a  later 
time  if  prescribed  in  the  law. 

Section  2.14.     Laws  Applicable  in  One  Coun- 
ty- 

The  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  by 
law  procedures  by  which  a  law  enacted  by  it 
and  applicable  in  only  one  county  may  be 
petitioned  to  referendum.  The  law  shall  be 
submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people  of  the 
county  after  a  petition  has  been  signed  by  a 
number  of  qualified  voters  of  the  county 
equal  to  at  least  ten  per  cent  of  the  total 
votes  cast  for  governor  in  that  county  in  the 
most  recent  gubernatorial  election.  No  law 
empowering  a  county  to  exercise  a  power  or 
perform  a  function,  nor  any  law  pertaining 
to  appropriations,  nor  any  law  granting,  lim- 
iting, or  withdrawing  the  taxing  power  of  a 
county  shall  be  subject  to  referendum  pur- 
suant to  this  section. 
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(b)  If  more  than  one-half,  but  less  than 
the  full  number  of  signatures  required  to 
complete  any  referendum  petition  against 
any  law  passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  be 
filed  with  Secretary  of  State  before  the  first 
day  of  June,  the  time  for  the  law  to  take 
effect,  and  for  filing  the  remainder  of 
signatures  to  complete  the  petition  shall 
be  extended  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  the 
same  month,  with  like  effect. 

Sec.  4.  A  petition  may  consist  of  several 
papers,  but  each  paper  shall  contain  the 
full  text  of  the  Act  or  part  of  Act  peti- 
tioned upon;  and  their  shall  be  attached  to 
each  such  paper  an  affidavit  of  the  person 
procuring  the  signatures  thereon  that  of  the 
said  person's  own  personal  knowledge  every 
signature  thereon  is  genuine  and  bona  fide, 
and  that  the  signers  are  registered  voters 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  of  the  City 
of  Baltimore,  or  County,  as  the  case  may 
be,  as  set  opposite  their  names,  and  no 
other  verification  shall  be  required. 

Sec.  5.  (a)  The  General  Assembly  shall 
provide  for  furnishing  the  voters  of  the 
State  the  text  of  all  measures  to  be  voted 
upon  by  the  people:  provided,  that  until 
otherwise  provided  by  law  the  same  shall 
be  published  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
Article  XIV  of  the  Constitution  for  the 
publication  of  proposed  Constitutional 
Amendments. 

(b)  All  laws  referred  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Article  shall  be  submitted 
separately  on  the  ballots  to  the  voters  of 
the  people,  but  if  containing  more  than  two 
hundred  words,  the  full  text  shall  not  be 
printed  on  the  official  ballots,  but  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  shall  prepare  and  submit  a 
ballot  title  of  each  such  measure  in  such 
form  as  to  present  the  purpose  of  said 
measure  concisely  and  intelligently.  The 
ballot  title  may  be  distinct  from  the  legisla- 
tive title,  but  in  any  case  the  legislative 
title  shall  be  sufficient.  Upon  each  of  the 
ballots,  following  the  ballot  title  or  text, 
as  the  case  may  be,  of  each  such  measure, 
there  shall  be  printed  the  words  'Tor  the 
referred  law"  and  "Against  the  referred 
law,"  as  the  case  may  be.  The  votes  cast 
for  and  against  any  such  referred  law  shall 
be  returned  to  the  Governor  in  the  manner 
prescribed  with  respect  to  proposed  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  under  Article 
XIV  of  this  Constitution,  and  the  Governor 
shall    proclaim    the    result    of    the    election. 
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See  Sections  2.10-2.14,  beginning  at  p.  111. 


See  Sections  2.10-2. M,  beginning  at  p.  111. 


113 


CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION  OF  MARYLAND 


CONSTITUTION  OF  1867 


and,  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  majority 
of  the  votes  cast  on  any  such  measure  were 
cast  in  favor  thereof,  the  Governor  shall 
by  his  proclamation  declare  the  same  hav- 
ing received  a  majority  of  the  votes  to  have 
been  adopted  by  the  people  of  Maryland  as 
a  part  of  the  laws  of  the  State,  to  take 
effect  thirty  days  after  such  election,  and 
in  like  manner  and  with  like  effect  the 
Governor  shall  proclaim  the  result  of  the 
local  election  as  to  any  Public  Local  Law 
which  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the 
voters  of  any  County  or  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore. 

Sec.  6.  No  law  or  Constitutional  Amend- 
ment, licensing,  regulating,  prohibiting,  or 
submitting  to  local  option,  the  manufacture 
or  sale  of  malt  or  spirituous  liquors,  shall 
be  referred  or  repealed  under  any  Act  of 
the  provisions  of  this  Article. 

ARTICLE  XVII. 
QUADRENNIAL  ELECTIONS. 

Section  1.  All  State  officers  elected  by 
qualified  voters  (except  judges  of  the 
Circuit  Courts,  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  judges  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  and  judges  of  any  inter- 
mediate courts  of  appeal),  and  all  county 
officers  elected  by  qualified  voters,  shall  hold 
office  for  terms  of  four  years,  and  until 
their  successors  shall  qualify. 

Sec.  2.  Elections  by  qualified  voters 
for  State  and  county  officers  shall  be  held 
on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday 
of  November,  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred 
and  twenty-six,  and  on  the  same  day  in 
every  fourth  year  thereafter. 

Sec.  3.  All  State  and  county  officers 
elected  by  the  qualified  voters  shall  hold 
office  for  terms  of  four  years. 

Sec.  4.  All  officers  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Governor  shall  hold  office  for  the  terms 
fixed  by  law.  All  officers  appointed  by 
County  Commissioners  shall  hold  office  for 
terms  of  four  years,  unless  otherwise  duly 
changed  by  law. 

Sec.  5.     Vacant. 

Sec.  6.     Vacant. 

Sec.  7.     Vacant. 
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See  Sections  2.10-2.14,  beginning  at  p.  111. 


Section  2.08.    General  Elections. 

A  general  election  shall  be  held  in  every 
even-numbered  year  on  the  first  Tuesday  after 
the  first  Monday  in  November,  State  officers 
shall  be  elected  at  the  general  election  in 
1970  and  every  fourth  year  thereafter,  except 
that  judges  may  be  elected  in  any  even-num- 
bered year.  County  officers  shall  be  elected  at 
the  same  time  as  state  officers  unless  other- 
wise prescribed  by  the  General  Assembly  by 
law  or  by  the  instrument  of  government  of  a 
county.  If  members  of  any  public  body  serve 
overlapping  terms,  an  election  may  be  held 
every  two  years  for  those  members  then  to 
be  elected. 


See  Section  4.30,  Terms  of  Office,  p.  17. 
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Sec.  8.  The  terms  of  the  Members  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  elections  of 
Baltimore  City  and  of  the  several  counties 
shall  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of 
June  next  ensuing  their  appointment. 

Sec.  9.     Vacant. 

Sec.  10.     Vacant. 

Sec.  11.  The  purpose  of  this  Article  is  to 
reduce  the  number  of  elections,  by  providing 
that  all  State  and  county  elections  shall 
be  held  only  in  every  fourth  year,  and  at 
the  time  now  provided  by  law  for  holding 
congressional  elections;  and  to  bring  the 
terms  of  appointive  officers  into  harmony 
with  the  changes  effected  in  the  time  of 
the  beginning  of  the  terms  of  elective  of- 
ficers; and  the  administrative  and  judicial 
officers  of  the  State  shall  construe  the 
provisions  of  this  Article  so  as  to  eflfectuate 
that  purpose.  For  the  purpose  of  this  Article 
only  the  word  "officers"  shall  be  construed 
to  include  those  holding  positions  and 
other  places  of  employment  in  the  State 
and  county  governments  whose  terms  are 
fixed  by  law,  but  it  shall  not  include  any 
appointments  made  by  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  nor  appointments  by  the  Governor 
for  terms  of  three  years. 

Sec.  12.     Vacant. 

Sec.  13.  In  the  event  of  any  inconsistency 
between  the  provisions  of  this  Article  and 
any  of  the  other  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  provisions  of  this  Article  shall 
prevail,  and  all  other  provisions  shall  be 
repealed  or  abrogated  to  the  extent  of  such 
inconsistency. 

VOTE  ON  THE  CONSTITUTION. 

For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  sense 
of  the  people  of  this  State,  in  regard  to 
the  adoption,  or  rejection  of  this  Constitu- 
tion, the  Governor  shall  issue  his  Procla- 
mation within  five  days  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  this  Convention,  directed  to  the 
Sheriffs  of  the  City  of  Baltimore,  and  of 
the  several  Counties  of  this  State,  command- 
ing them  to  give  notice,  in  the  manner  now 
prescribed  by  Law  in  reference  to  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
that  an  election  for  the  adoption  or  rejection 
of    this    Constitution,    will    be    held    in    the 


See  Section  2.08,  General  Elections,  p.  114. 


VOTE  ON  THE  CONSTITUTION 

This  Constitution,  the  attached  Schedule 
of  Transitional  Provisions,  and  the  attached 
Schedule  of  Legislation  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  qualified  voters  of  the  State  for  ratifica- 
tion or  rejection  at  the  special  referendum 
election  to  be  held  on  May  14,  1968,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  procedures  prescribed  by 
Chapter  4  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Maryland  of  1967.  If  this  Constitution 
is  ratified  at  such  special  referendum  elec- 
tion, then  the  attached  Schedule  of  Transi- 
tional Provisions  is  ratified  as  a  part  thereof 
and  the  attached  Schedule  of  Legislation   is 
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City  of  Baltimore,  and  in  the  several  Coun- 
ties of  this  State,  on  Wednesday,  the  Eight- 
eenth day  of  September,  in  the  year  eight- 
een hundred  and  sixty-seven,  at  the  usual 
places  of  holding  elections  for  members  of 
the  House  of  Delegates  in  said  City  and 
Counties.  At  the  said  election  the  vote 
shall  be  by  ballot,  and  upon  each  ballot, 
there  shall  be  written  or  printed  the  w^ords 
"For  the  Constitution,"  or  "Against  the 
Constitution,"  as  the  voter  may  elect;  and 
the  provisions  of  the  Laws  of  this  State, 
relating  to  the  holding  of  general  elections 
for  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
shall,  in  all  respects,  apply  to,  and  regulate 
the  holding  of  the  said  election.  It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Judges  of  Election,  in  said 
City,  and  in  the  several  Counties  of  the 
State,  to  receive,  accurately  count,  and 
duly  return  the  number  of  ballots,  so  cast 
for,  or  against  the  adoption  of  this  Con- 
stitution, as  well  as  any  blank  ballots  which 
may  be  cast,  to  the  several  Clerks  of  the 
Circuit  Courts  of  this  State,  and  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Baltimore 
City,  in  the  manner  n.ow  prescribed  by 
Law,  in  reference  to  the  election  of  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  du- 
plicates thereof  directly  to  the  Governor; 
and  the  several  Clerks,  aforesaid  shall 
return  to  the  Governor,  within  ten  days 
after  said  election,  the  number  of  ballots 
cast  for  or  against  the  Constitution,  and 
the  number  of  blank  ballots;  and  the 
Governor,  upon  receiving  the  returns  from 
the  Judges  of  Election  or  the  Clerks  as 
aforesaid  and  ascertaining  the  aggregate  vote 
throughout  the  State,  shall,  by  this  Procla- 
mation, make  known  the  same;  and  if  a 
majority  of  the  votes  cast  shall  be  for  the 
adoption  of  this  Constitution,  it  shall  go 
into  effect  on  Saturday,  the  Fifth  day  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-seven. 


Done  in  Convention,  the  seventeenth  day 
of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States  the  ninety-second. 

Richard  B.   Carmichael, 
President  of  the  Convention. 
Attest: 

Milton   Y.   Kidd, 
Secretary. 
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adopted  also  and  shall  take  effect  as  provided 
therein. 


Section    lO.OL     Eftective    Date    ol    Constitu- 
tion. 

This  Constitution  shall  become  effective, 
and  the  Constitution  of  1867  as  amended 
shall  cease  to  be  effective,  on  July  1,  1968, 
except  as  otherwise  specifically  provided  in 
the  Schedule  of  Transitional  Provisions  at- 
tached to  this  Constitution. 

DONE  in  Convention  at  Annapolis,  Mary- 
land, this  tenth  day  of  January  in  the  year 
Nineteeyi  Hundred  and  Sixty-eight. 


H.  Vernon  Eney 
President 


Attest: 

Robert  J.  Martineau 

Secretary 
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PART  n 

Comparison  of  1968  Constitution  Proposed  By 
Convention  With  Present  Constitution  of  1867 


In  this  part,  the  complete  text  of  the  proposed  Constitution  of  1968 
is  printed  section  by  section  seriatim  in  the  left  column  and  the  corres- 
ponding or  comparable  section,  or  part  of  a  section,  of  the  present  Con- 
stitution of  1867,  as  amended  to  date,  is  printed  directly  opposite  in  the 
right  column.  Thf  sections  of  the  present  Constitution  which  deal  with 
a  subject  matter  not  dealt  with  at  all  in  the  proposed  Constitution  of 
1968  are  printed  in  the  appendix  to  this  part  on  pages  226  to  233.  A 
detailed  explanation  of  the  methods  used  in  presenting  this  comparison 
will  be  found  in  the  Preface  on  pages  xi  and  xii. 
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PREAMBLE 

We,  the  people  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
grateful  to  Almighty  God  for  our  civil  and 
religious  freedom,  recognizing  that  all  politi- 
cal power  originates  in  the  people  and  that 
all  government  is  instituted  to  secure  their 
right  to  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  hap- 
piness, and  acknowledging  our  duty  and  re- 
sponsibility to  posterity,  do  establish  and 
ordain  this  Constitution. 


ARTICLE  1.    DECLARATION  OF 
RIGHTS 

Section  1.01.     Freedom  of  Expression. 

The  people  shall  have  the  right  peaceably 
to  assemble  and  to  petition  the  government 
for  a  redress  of  grievances.  Freedom  of  the 
press  and  freedom  of  speech  shall  not  be 
abridged,  each  person  remaining  responsible 
for  abuse  of  those  rights. 


Section  1.02.     Freedom  of  Religion. 

No  law  shall  be  made  respecting  an  estab- 
lishment of  religion,  or  prohibiting  the  free 
exercise  thereof. 
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DECLARATION  OF  RIGHTS. 

We,  the  People  of  the  State  of  Maryland, 
grateful  to  Almighty  God  for  our  civil 
and  religious  liberty,  and  taking  into  our 
serious  consideration  the  best  means  of 
establishing  a  good  Constitution  of  this 
State  for  the  sure  foundation  and  more 
permanent   security    thereof,    declare'. 

Article  1.  That  all  Government  of  right 
originates  from  the  People,  is  founded  in 
compact  only,  and  instituted  solely  for  the 
good  of  the  whole;  and  they  have,  at  all 
times,  the  inalienable  right  to  alter,  re- 
form or  abolish  their  Form  of  Government, 
in  such  manner  as  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient. 

Art.  4.  That  the  People  of  this  State 
have  the  sole  and  exclusive  right  of 
regulating  the  internal  government  and 
police  thereof,  as  a  free,  sovereign  and 
independent  State. 


Art.  10.  That  freedom  of  speech  and 
debate,  or  proceedings  in  the  Legislature, 
ought  not  to  be  impeached  in  any  Court 
of  Judicature. 

Art.  13.  That  every  man  hath  a  right 
to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  redress 
of  grievances  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly 
manner. 

Art.  40.  That  the  liberty  of  the  press 
ought  to  be  inviolably  preserved;  that  every 
citizen  of  the  State  ought  to  be  allowed 
to  speak,  write  and  publish  his  sentiments  on 
all  subjects,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse 
of  that  privilege. 

Art.  36.  That  as  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
man  to  worship  God  in  such  manner  as 
he  thinks  most  acceptable  to  Him,  all  per- 
sons are  equally  entitled  to  protection  in 
their  religious  liberty;  wherefore,  no  person 
ought  by  any  Law  to  be  molested  in  his 
person  or  estate,  on  account  of  his  religious 
persuasion,  or  profession,  or  for  his  religious 
practice,  unless,  under  the  color  of  religion, 
he  shall  disturb  the  good  order,  peace  or 
safety  of  the  State,  or  shall  infringe  the 
laws  of  morality,  or  injure  others  in  their 
natural,  civil  or  religious  rights;  nor  ought 
any  person  to  be  compelled  to  frequent, 
or  maintain,  or  contribute,   unless   on  con- 
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Section  1.03.     Due  Process  and  Equal  Protec- 


tion. 


No  person  shall  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty. 
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tract,  to  maintain,  any  place  of  worship, 
or  any  ministry;  nor  shall  any  person,  other- 
wise competent,  be  deemed  incompetent  as 
a  witness,  or  juror,  on  account  of  his 
religious  belief;  provided,  he  believes  in 
the  existence  of  God,  and  that  under  His 
dispensation  such  person  will  be  held 
morally  accountable  for  his  acts,  and  be 
rewarded  or  punished  therefor  either  in  this 
world  or  in  the  world  to  come. 

Art.  37.  That  no  religious  test  ought 
ever  to  be  required  as  a  qualification  for 
any  office  of  profit  or  trust  in  this  State, 
other  than  a  declaration  of  belief  in  the 
existence  of  God;  nor  shall  the  Legislature 
prescribe  any  other  oath  of  office  than  the 
oath  prescribed  by  this  Constitution, 

Art.  38.  That  every  gift,  sale  or  devise 
of  land  to  any  Minister,  Public  Teacher  or 
Preacher  of  the  Gospel,  as  such,  or  to  any 
Religious  Sect,  Order  or  Denomination,  or 
to,  or  for  the  support,  use  or  benefit  of, 
or  in  trust  for,  any  Minister,  Public  Teacher 
or  Preacher  of  the  Gospel,  as  such,  or  any 
Religious  Sect,  Order  or  Denomination;  and 
every  gift  or  sale  of  goods,  or  chattels,  to 
go  in  succession,  or  to  take  place  after  the 
death  of  the  Seller  or  Donor,  to  or  for  such 
support,  use  or  benefit;  and  also  every 
devise  of  goods  or  chattels  to  or  for  the 
support,  use  or  benefit  of  any  Minister, 
Public  Teacher  or  Preacher  of  the  Gospel, 
as  such,  or  any  Religious  Sect,  Order  or 
Denomination,  without  the  prior  or  sub- 
sequent sanction  of  the  Legislature,  shall 
be  void;  except  always,  any  sale,  gift,  lease 
or  devise  of  any  quantity  of  land,  not  ex- 
ceeding five  acres,  for  a  church,  meeting- 
house, or  other  house  of  worship,  or  par- 
sonage, or  for  a  burying  ground,  which 
shall  be  improved,  enjoyed,  or  used  only 
for  such  purpose;  or  such  sale,  gift,  lease, 
or  devise  shall  be  void.  Provided,  however, 
that  except  in  so  far  as  the  General 
Assembly  shall  hereafter  by  law  otherwise 
enact,  the  consent  of  the  Legislature  shall 
not  be  required  to  any  gift,  grant,  deed, 
or  conveyance  executed  after  the  2nd  day 
of  November,  1948,  or  to  any  devise  or 
bequest  contained  in  the  will  of  any  person 
dying  after  said  2nd  day  of  November, 
1948  for  any  of  the  purposes  hereinabove 
in  this  Article  mentioned. 

Art.  19.  That  every  man,  for  any  in- 
jury done  to  him  in  his  person  or  property, 
ought  to  have  remedy  by  the  course  of  the 
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or  property  without  due  process  of  law,  nor 
be  denied  the  equal  protection  of  the  laws, 
nor  be  subject  to  discrimination  by  the  State 
because  of  race,  color,  religion,  or  national 
origin. 


Section    1.04.     Fair   Treatment   in   Investiga- 
tions. 

No  person  shall  be  denied  the  right  to  fair 
and  just  treatment  in  any  investigation  con- 
ducted by  the  State  or  by  any  unit  of  local 
government,  or  by  any  of  their  departments 
or  agencies. 

Section  1.05.     Searches  and  Seizures. 

The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in 
their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects 
against  unreasonable  searches,  seizures,  inter- 
ceptions of  their  communications,  or  other 
invasions  of  their  privacy,  shall  not  be  violat- 
ed, and  no  warrants  shall  issue,  but  upon 
probable  cause,  supported  by  oath  or  affir- 
mation, and  particularly  describing  the  place 
to  be  searched  and  the  persons  or  things  to 
be  seized,  or  the  communications  sought  to 
be  intercepted. 

Section  1.06.     Grand  Jury  Indictment. 

No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  fe- 
lony unless  on  indictment  of  a  grand  jury, 
except  in  cases  arising  in  the  militia  while  in 
actual  service. 

Section  1.07.     Rights  of  Accused. 

A  person  accused  of  crime  shall  have  the 
right  to  be  informed  of  the  nature  and  cause 
of  the  accusation  in  time  to  prepare  his  de- 
fense, to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel  for 
his  defense,  to  be  confronted  with  and  to  ex- 
amine under  oath  or  affirmation  the 
witnesses  against  him,  to  have  compulsory 
process  for  obtaining  witnesses,  and  to  have  a 
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Law  of  the  Land,  and  ought  to  have 
justice  and  right,  freely  without  sale,  fully 
without  any  denial,  and  speedily  without 
delay,   according  to   the  Law  of   the   Land. 

Art.  20.  That  the  trial  of  facts,  where 
they  arise,  is  one  of  the  greatest  securities 
of  the  lives,  liberties  and  estate  of  the 
People. 

Art.  23.  That  no  man  ought  to  be  taken 
or  imprisoned  or  disseized  of  his  freehold, 
liberties  or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or 
exiled,  or,  in  any  manner,  destroyed,  or 
deprived  of  his  life,  liberty  or  property, 
but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by  the 
Law  of  the  Land. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  53.  No  person  shall  be 
incompetent,  as  a  witness,  on  account  of 
race  or  color,  unless  hereafter  so  declared 
by  Act  of  the  General  Assembly. 


Art.  26.  That  all  warrants,  without  oath 
or  affirmation,  to  search  suspected  places, 
or  to  seize  any  person  or  property,  are 
grie\x>us  and  oppressive;  and  all  general 
warrants  to  search  suspected  places,  or  to 
apprehend  suspected  persons,  without  nam- 
ing or  describing  the  place,  or  the  person 
in  special,  are  illegal,  and  ought  not  to 
be  granted. 


Art.  21.  That  in  all  criminal  prosecu- 
tions, every  man  hath  a  right  to  be  in- 
formed of  the  accusation  against  him;  to 
have  a  copy  of  the  Indictment,  or  charge, 
in  due  time  (if  required)  to  prepare  for 
his  defence;  to  be  allowed  counsel;  to  be 
confronted  with  the  witnesses  against  him; 
to  have  process  for  his  witnesses;  to  examine 
the  witnesses  for  and  against  him  on  oath; 
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speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury 
of  twelve  without  whose  unanimous  consent 
he  shall  not  be  adjudged  guilty. 


Section  1.08.    Removal  of  Criminal  Cases. 

In  a  case  involving  a  crime  punishable  by 
death  or  life  imprisonment,  after  suggestion 
in  writing  under  oath  by  either  party  that 
the  party  cannot  have  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial  in  the  county  where  the  case  is  pending, 
the  court  shall  order  the  case  removed  to  an- 
other county  for  trial.  Other  criminal  cases 
may  be  removed  only  as  permitted  by  the 
Court  of  Appeals  by  rule  or  by  the  General 
Assembly  by  law. 


and  to  a  speedy  trial  by  an  impartial  jury, 
without  whose  unanimous  consent  he  ought 
not  to  be  found  guilty. 

Art.  23.  That  no  man  ought  to  be  taken 
or  imprisoned  or  disseized  of  his  freehold, 
liberties  or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or 
exiled,  or,  in  any  manner,  destroyed,  or 
deprived  of  his  life,  liberty  or  property, 
but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by  the 
Law  of  the  Land. 

Art.  XV,  sec.  5.  In  the  trial  of  all 
criminal  cases,  the  Jury  shall  be  the  Judges 
of  the  Law,  as  well  as  of  fact,  except  that 
the  Court  may  pass  upon  the  sufficiency 
of    the    evidence    to    sustain    a    conviction. 

Art.  IV,  sec.  8.  The  parties  to  any 
cause  may  submit  the  same  to  the  Court 
for  determination  without  the  aid  of  a  jury, 
and  in  all  suits  or  actions,  at  law  issues 
from  the  Orphans'  Court,  or  from  any  court 
sitting  in  equity  and  in  all  cases  of  Present- 
ments or  indictments  for  offences,  which 
are  or  may  be  punishable  by  death,  pend- 
ing in  any  of  the  courts  of  law  in  this 
State  having  jurisdiction  thereof  upon  sug- 
gestion in  writing  under  oath  of  either  of 
the  parties  to  said  proceedings  that  such 
party  cannot  have  a  fair  and  impartial 
trial  in  the  court  in  which  the  same  may 
be  pending,  the  said  court  shall  order  and 
direct  the  record  of  proceedings  in  such  suit 
or  action,  issue  presentment,  or  indictment, 
to  be  transmitted  to  some  other  court  hav- 
ing jurisdiction  in  such  case  for  trial,  but 
in  all  other  cases  of  presentment  or  indict- 
ment, pending  in  any  of  the  Courts  of  law 
in  this  State  having  jurisdiction  thereof,  in 
addition  to  the  suggestion  in  writing  of 
either  of  the  parties  to  such  presentment 
or  indictment  that  such  party  cannot  have 
a  fair  and  impartial  trial  in  the  court  in 
which  the  same  may  be  pending,  it  shall 
be  necessary  for  the  party  making  such 
suggestion  to  make  it  satisfactorily  appear 
to  the  Court  that  such  suggestion  is  true, 
or  that  there  is  reasonable  ground  for  the 
same,  and  thereupon  the  said  court  shall 
order  and  direct  the  record  of  proceedings 
in  such  presentment  or  indictment  to  be 
transmitted  to  some  other  Court  having 
jurisdiction  in  such  cases  for  trial  and  such 
right  of  removal  shall  exist  upon  suggestion 
in  cases  where  all  the  Judges  of  said  Court 
may  be  disqualified  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Constitution  to  sit  in  any  such  case 
and  said  Court  to  which  the  record  of  pro- 
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Section  1.09.     Self-incrimination. 

No  person  shall  be  compelled  in  any  crim- 
inal case  to  be  a  witness  against  himself. 

Section  1.10.     Double  Jeopardy. 

No  person  shall  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy 
of  criminal  punishment  for  the  same  offense. 

Section  1.11.     Unusual  Punishments. 

Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor 
excessive  fines  imposed,  nor  cruel  and  un- 
usual punishments  inflicted.  Conviction  of 
crime  shall  not  work  corruption  of  blood  or 
forfeiture  of  estate. 


Section  1.12.     Imprisonment  for  Debt. 

No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  debt, 
but  an  obligation  for  the  support  of  a  de- 
pendent, or  for  alimony,  created  by  a  valid 
decree  of  a  court  or  created  by  an  agreement 
approved  by  decree  of  a  court  shall  not  con- 
stitute a  debt  within  the  meaning  of  this  sec- 
tion. 


Section  1.13.  Jury  Trial  in  Civil  Cases. 

Every  person  shall  have  the  right  of  trial 
by  jury  of  all  issues  of  fact  in  civil  proceed- 
ings at  law  in  the  courts  of  this  State  where 
the  amount  or  value  in  controversy  exceeds 
the  minimum  that  the  General  Assembly 
may  prescribe  by  law.  The  jury  shall  consist 
of  twelve,  except  that  the  General  Assembly 
may  provide  by  law  for  a  jury  of  not  less 
than  six  nor  more  than  twelve  in  the  District 
Court.  A  unanimous  decision  of  the  jury 
shall  be  required  to  constitute  its  verdict. 
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ceedings  in  such  suit,  or  action,  issue,  pre- 
sentment or  indictment  may  be  so  trans- 
mitted shall  hear  and  determine  the  same 
in  like  manner  as  if  such  suit  or  action, 
issue,  presentment  or  indictment  had  been 
originally  instituted  therein,  and  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  shall  make  such  modification 
of  existing  law  as  may  be  necessary  to 
regulate    and    give    force    to    this    provision. 

Art.  22.  That  no  man  ought  to  be 
compelled  to  give  evidence  against  himself 
in  a  criminal  case. 


Art.  16.  That  sanguinary  Laws  ought 
to  be  avoided  as  far  as  it  is  consistent 
with  the  safety  of  the  State;  and  no  Law 
to  inflict  cruel  and  unusual  pains  and 
penalties  ought  to  be  made  in  any  case, 
or  at  any  time,  hereafter. 

Art.  25.  That  excessive  bail  ought  not 
to  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  imposed, 
nor  cruel  or  unusual  punishment  inflicted, 
by  the  Courts  of  Law. 

Art.  27.  That  no  conviction  shall  work 
corruption  of  blood  or  forfeiture  of  estate. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  38.  No  person  shall  be 
imprisoned  for  debt,  but  a  valid  decree  of 
a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  or  agree- 
ment approved  by  decree  of  said  court  for 
the  support  of  a  wife  or  dependent  chil- 
dren, or  for  the  support  of  an  illegitimate 
child  or  children,  or  for  alimony,  shall  not 
constitute  a  debt  within  the  meaning  of 
this  section. 

Art.  5.  That  the  Inhabitants  of  Mary- 
land are  entitled  to  the  Common  Law  of 
England,  and  the  trial  by  Jury,  according 
to  the  course  of  that  Law,  and  to  the 
benefit  of  such  of  the  English  Statutes  as 
existed  on  the  Fourth  day  of  July,  seven- 
teen hundred  and  seventy-six;  and  which, 
by  experience,  have  been  found  applicable 
to  their  local  and  other  circumstances,  and 
have  been  introduced,  used  and  practiced 
by  the  Courts  of  Law  or  Equity;  and  also 
of  all  Acts  of  Assembly  in  force  on  the 
first  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-seven;  except  such  as  may  have  since 
expired,   or   may   be    inconsistent   with    the 
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Section  1.14.     Habeas  Corpus. 

The  right  to  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
shall  not  be  suspended. 

Section  1.15.     Ex  Post  Facto  Laws. 

No  bill  of  attainder,  or  ex  post  facto  law, 
or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts 
shall  be  enacted. 


Section  1.16.     Eminent  Domain. 

Private  property  shall  not  be  taken  or 
damaged  for  public  use  or  purposes  without 
just  compensation,  except  that  the  allowance 
of  compensation  for  property  damaged  but 
not  taken  for  public  use  or  purposes  shall  be 
subject  to  any  reasonable  limitations  and  re- 
strictions that  the  General  Assembly  may 
prescribe  by  law. 


provisions  of  this  Constitution;  subject, 
nevertheless,  to  the  revision  of,  and  amend- 
ment or  repeal  by,  the  Legislature  of  this 
State.  And  the  Inhabitants  of  Maryland 
are  also  entitled  to  all  property  derived  to 
them  from,  or  under  the  Charter  granted 
by  His  Majesty  Charles  the  First  to  Caecilius 
Calvert,  Baron  of  Baltimore. 

Art.  23.  That  no  man  ought  to  be  taken 
or  imprisoned  or  disseized  of  his  freehold, 
liberties  or  privileges,  or  outlawed,  or 
exiled,  or,  in  any  manner,  destroyed,  or 
deprived  of  his  life,  liberty  or  property, 
but  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by  the 
Law  of  the  Land. 

Art.  XV,  sec.  6.  The  right  of  trial  by 
Jury  of  all  issues  of  fact  in  civil  proceed- 
ings in  the  several  Courts  of  Law  in  this 
State,  where  the  amount  in  controversy 
exceeds  the  sum  of  five  dollars,  shall  be 
inviolably  preserved. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  55.  The  General  Assembly 
shall  pass  no  Law  suspending  the  privilege 
of  the  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus. 

Art.  17.  That  retrospective  Laws,  pun- 
ishing acts  committed  before  the  existence 
of  such  Laws,  and  by  them  only  declared 
criminal,  are  oppressive,  unjust  and  incom- 
patible with  liberty:  wherefore,  no  ex  post 
facto  Law  ought  to  be  made;  nor  any 
retrospective  oath  or  restriction  be  imposed, 
or  required. 

Art.  18.  That  no  Law  to  attaint  par- 
ticular persons  of  treason  or  felony,  ought 
to  be  made  in  any  case,  or  at  any  time, 
hereafter. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  40.  The  General  Assembly 
shall  enact  no  Law  authorizing  private 
property  to  be  taken  for  public  use,  without 
just  compensation,  as  agreed  upon  between 
the  parties,  or  awarded  by  a  jury,  being 
first  paid,  or  tendered,  to  the  party  entitled 
to  such  compensation. 

Sec.  40A.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
enact  no  law  authorizing  private  property 
to  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just 
compensation,  to  be  agreed  upon  between 
the  parties,  or  awarded  by  a  jury,  being 
first  paid  or  tendered  to  the  party  entitled 
to  such  compensation,  but  where  such  prop- 
erty is  situated  in  Baltimore  City  and  is 
desired  by  this  State  or  by  the  Mayor  and 
City    Council    of    Baltimore,    the    General 
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Assembly  may  provide  that  such  property 
may  be  taken  immediately  upon  payment 
therefor  to  the  owner  or  owners  thereof  by 
the  State  or  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  Baltimore,  or  into  court,  such  amount 
as  the  State  or  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  Baltimore,  as  the  case  may  be,  shall 
estimate  to  be  the  fair  value  of  said  prop- 
erty, provided  such  legislation  also  requires 
the  payment  of  any  further  sum  that  may 
subsequently  be  added  by  a  jury;  and 
further  provided  that  the  authority  and 
procedure  for  the  immediate  taking  of  prop- 
erty as  it  applies  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  on  June  1,  1961,  shall 
remain  in  force  and  effect  to  and  including 
June  1,  1963,  and  where  such  property  is 
situated  in  Baltimore  County  and  is  desired 
by  Baltimore  County,  Maryland,  the  County 
Council  of  Baltimore  County,  Maryland, 
may  provide  for  the  appointment  of  an  ap- 
praiser or  appraisers  by  a  Court  of  Record 
to  value  such  property  and  that  upon  pay- 
ment of  the  amount  of  such  evaluation,  to 
the  party  entitled  to  compensation,  or  into 
Court,  and  securing  the  payment  of  any 
further  sum  that  may  be  awarded  by  a  jury, 
such  property  may  be  taken;  and  where 
such  property  is  situated  in  Montgomery 
County  and  in  the  judgment  of  and  upon 
a  finding  by  the  County  Council  of  said 
County  that  there  is  immediate  need  there- 
for for  right  of  way  for  County  roads  or 
streets,  the  County  Council  may  provide 
that  such  property  may  be  taken  immedi- 
ately upon  payment  therefor  to  the  owner 
or  owners  thereof,  or  into  Court,  such 
amount  as  a  licensed  real  estate  broker 
appointed  by  the  County  Council  shall 
estimate  to  be  the  fair  market  value  of 
such  property,  provided  that  the  Council 
shall  secure  the  payment  of  any  further 
sum  that  may  subsequently  be  awarded  by 
a  jury.  In  the  various  municipal  corpora- 
tions within  Cecil  County,  where  in  the 
judgment  of  and  upon  a  finding  by  the 
governing  body  of  said  municipal  corpora- 
tion that  there  is  immediate  need  therefor 
for  right  of  way  for  municipal  roads,  streets 
and  extension  of  municipal  water  and  sew- 
age facilities,  the  governing  body  may 
provide  that  such  property  may  be  taken 
immediately  upon  payment  therefor  to  the 
owner  or  owners  thereof,  or  into  Court, 
such  amount  as  a  licensed  real  estate 
broker  appointed  by  the  particular  govern- 
ing body  shall  estimate  to  be  a  fair  market 
value  of  such  property,  provided  that  the 
municipal     corporation     shall     secure     the 
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payment  of  any  further  sum  that  sub- 
sequently may  be  awarded  by  a  jury.  This 
section  40A  shall  not  apply  in  Montgomery 
County  or  any  of  the  various  municipal 
corporations  within  Cecil  County,  if  the 
property  actually  to  be  taken  includes  a 
building  or  buildings. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  40B.  The  General  As- 
sembly shall  enact  no  law  authorizing 
private  property  to  be  taken  for  public  use 
without  just  compensation,  to  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  parties  or  awarded  by  a 
jury,  being  first  paid  or  tendered  to  the 
party  entitled  to  such  compensation,  except 
that  where  such  property  in  the  judgment 
of  the  State  Roads  Commission  is  needed  by 
the  State  for  highway  purposes,  the  General 
Assembly  may  provide  that  such  property 
may  be  taken  immediately  upon  payment 
therefor  to  the  owner  or  owners  thereof 
by  said  State  Roads  Commission,  or  into 
Court,  such  amount  as  said  State  Roads 
Commission  shall  estimate  to  be  of  the  fair 
value  of  said  property,  provided  such  legis- 
lation also  requires  the  payment  of  any 
further  sum  that  may  subsequently  be 
awarded  by  a  jury. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  40C.  The  General  As- 
sembly shall  enact  no  law  authorizing 
private  property  to  be  taken  for  public  use 
without  just  compensation,  to  be  agreed 
upon  between  the  parties  or  awarded  by  a 
jury,  being  first  paid  or  tendered  to  the 
party  entitled  to  such  compensation,  except 
that  where  such  property,  located  in  Prince 
George's  County  in  this  State,  is  in  the 
judgment  of  the  Washington  Suburban 
Sanitary  Commission  needed  for  water 
supply,  sewerage  and  drainage  systems  to 
be  extended  or  constructed  by  the  said 
Commission,  the  General  Assembly  may 
provide  that  such  property,  except  any 
building  or  buildings  may  be  taken  im- 
mediately upon  payment  therefor  by  the 
condemning  authority  to  the  owner  or 
owners  thereof  or  into  the  Court  to  the  use 
of  the  person  or  persons  entitled  thereto, 
such  amount  as  the  condemning  authority 
shall  estimate  to  be  the  fair  value  of  said 
property,  provided  such  legislation  requires 
that  the  condemning  authority's  estimate 
be  not  less  than  the  appraised  value  of 
the  property  being  taken  as  evaluated  by  at 
least  one  qualified  appraiser,  whose  qualifi- 
cations have  been  accepted  by  a  Court  of 
Record  of  this  State,  and  also  requires  the 
payment  of  any  further  sum  that  may 
subsequently    be    awarded    by    a    jury,    and 
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provided  such  legislation  limits  the  con- 
demning authority's  utilization  of  the  ac- 
quisition procedures  specified  in  this  section 
to  occasions  where  it  has  acquired  or  is 
acquiring  by  purchase  or  other  procedures 
one-half  or  more  of  the  several  takings  of 
land  or  interests  in  land  necessary  for  any 
given  water  supply,  sewerage  or  drainage 
extension  or  construction  project. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  61.  (a)  The  General  As- 
sembly may  authorize  and  empower  any 
county  or  any  municipal  corporation,  by 
public  local  law: 

( 1 )  To  carry  out  urban  renewal  projects 
which  shall  be  limited  to  slum  clearance  in 
slum  or  blighted  areas  and  redevelopment 
or  the  rehabilitation  of  slum  or  blighted 
areas,  and  to  include  the  acquisition, 
within  the  boundary  lines  of  such  county 
or  municipal  corporation,  of  land  and  prop- 
erty of  every  kind  and  any  right,  interest, 
franchise,  easement  or  privilege  therein,  by 
purchase,  lease,  gift,  condemnation  or  any 
other  legal  means.  The  term  "slum  area" 
shall  mean  any  area  where  dwellings  pre- 
dominate which,  by  reason  of  depreciation, 
overcrowding,  faulty  arrangement  or  de- 
sign, lack  of  ventilation,  light  or  sanitary 
facilities,  or  any  combination  of  these 
factors,  are  detrimental  to  the  public  safety, 
health  or  morals.  The  term  "blighted  area" 
shall  mean  an  area  in  which  a  majority  of 
buildings  have  declined  in  productivity  by 
reason  of  obsolescence,  depreciation  or 
other  causes  to  an  extent  they  no  longer 
justify  fundamental  repairs  and  adequate 
maintenance. 

(2)  To  sell,  lease,  convey,  transfer  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  any  of  said  land  or 
property,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  it  has 
been  developed,  redeveloped,  altered  or  im- 
proved and  irrespective  of  the  manner  or 
means  in  or  by  which  it  may  have  been 
acquired,  to  any  private,  public  or  quasi 
public  corporation,  partnership,  association, 
person  or  other  legal  entity. 

No  land  or  property  taken  by  any  county 
or  any  municipal  corporation  for  any  of  the 
aforementioned  purposes  or  in  connection 
with  the  exercise  of  any  of  the  powers 
which  may  be  granted  to  such  county  or 
municipal  corporation  pursuant  to  this 
section  by  exercising  the  power  of  eminent 
domain  shall  be  taken  without  just  com- 
pensation, as  agreed  upon  between  the 
parties,  or  awarded  by  a  jury,  being  first 
paid  or  tendered  to  the  party  entitled  to 
such  compensation. 
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All  land  or  property  needed,  or  taken 
by  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  eminent 
domain,  by  any  county  or  any  municipal 
corporation  for  any  of  the  aforementioned 
purposes  or  in  connection  with  the  exercise 
of  any  of  the  powers  which  may  be  granted 
pursuant  to  this  section  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  needed  or  taken  for  public  uses  and 
purposes.  Any  or  all  of  the  activities  au- 
thorized pursuant  to  this  section  shall  con- 
stitute governmental  functions  undertaken 
for  public  uses  and  purposes  and  the  power 
of  taxation  may  be  exercised,  public  funds 
expended  and  public  credit  extended  in 
furtherance  thereof. 

(b)  The  General  Assembly  may  grant 
to  any  county  or  any  municipal  corporation, 
by  public  local  law,  any  and  all  additional 
power  and  authority  necessary  or  proper  to 
carry  into  full  force  and  effect  any  and 
all  of  the  specific  powers  authorized  by  this 
section  and  to  fully  accomplish  any  and  all 
of  the  purposes  and  objects  contemplated  by 
the  provisions  of  this  section,  provided  such 
additional  power  or  authority  is  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  terms  and  provisions  of  this 
section  or  with  any  other  provision  or  pro- 
visions of  the  Constitution  of  Maryland. 

(c)  The  General  Assembly  of  Maryland, 
by  public  local  law,  may  establish  or 
authorize  the  establishment  of  a  public  body 
or  agency  to  undertake  in  a  county  or 
municipal  corporation  (other  than  Balti- 
more City)  the  activities  authorized  by  this 
section,  and  may  provide  that  any  or  all 
of  the  powers,  except  the  power  of  taxation, 
herein  authorized  to  be  granted  to  such 
county  or  municipal  corporation  shall  be 
vested  in  such  public  body  or  agency  or 
in  any  existing  public  body  or  agency. 

(d)  The  General  Assembly  may  place 
such  other  and  further  restrictions  or  limi- 
tations on  the  exercise  of  any  of  the  powers 
provided  for  in  this  section,  as  it  may  deem 
proper  and  expedient. 

(e)  The  provisions  of  this  section  are 
independent  of,  and  shall  in  no  way  affect, 
the  powers  granted  under  Article  XIB  of 
the  Constitution  of  Maryland,  title  "City  of 
Baltimore — Land  Development  and  Rede- 
velopment." Also,  the  power  provided  in 
this  section  for  the  General  Assembly  to 
enact  public  local  laws  authorizing  any 
municipal  corporation  or  any  county  to 
carry  out  urban  renewal  projects  prevails 
over  the  restrictions  contained  in  Article 
llA  "Local  Legislation"  and  in  Article  HE 
"Municipal  Corporations"  of  this  Constitu- 
tion. 
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ARTICLE  XI-B.  CITY  OF  BALTIMORE- 
LAND  DEVELOPMENT  AND 
REDEVELOPMENT. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland,  by  public  local  law,  may  author- 
ize and  empower  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore: 

(a)  To  acquire,  within  the  boundary 
lines  of  Baltimore  City,  land  and  property 
of  every  kind,  and  any  right,  interest, 
franchise,  easement  or  privilege  therein,  by 
purchase,  lease,  gift,  condemnation  or  any 
other  legal  means,  for  development  or 
redevelopment,  including,  but  not  limited 
to,  the  comprehensive  renovation  or  rehabil- 
itation thereof;  and 

(b)  To  sell,  lease,  convey,  transfer  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  any  of  said  land  or 
property,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  it  has 
been  developed,  redeveloped,  altered  or  im- 
proved and  irrespective  of  the  manner  or 
means  in  or  by  which  it  may  have  been 
acquired,  to  any  private,  public  or  quasi 
public  corporation,  partnership,  association, 
person  or  other  legal  entity. 

No  land  or  property  taken  by  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  for  any  of 
the  aforementioned  purposes  or  in  connec- 
tion with  the  exercise  of  any  of  the  powers 
which  may  be  granted  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  pursuant  to  this  Article 
by  exercising  the  power  of  eminent  domain, 
shall  be  taken  without  just  compensation, 
as  agreed  upon  between  the  parties,  or 
awarded  by  a  jury,  being  first  paid  or 
tendered  to  the  party  entitled  to  such  com- 
pensation. 

All  land  or  property  needed,  or  taken  by 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  eminent  domain, 
by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
for  any  of  the  aforementioned  purposes 
or  in  connection  with  the  exercise  of  any  of 
the  powers  which  may  be  granted  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  pur- 
suant to  this  Article  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  needed  or  taken  for  a  public  use. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land may  grant  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  any  and  all  additional 
power  and  authority  necessary  or  proper  to 
carry  into  full  force  and  effect  any  and  all 
of  the  specific  powers  which  the  General 
Assembly  is  authorized  to  grant  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  pur- 
suant to  this  Article  and  to  fully  accomplish 
any  and  all  of  the  purposes  and  objects 
contemplated     by     the     provisions     of     this 
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Article,  provided  such  additional  power  or 
authority  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  this  Article  or  with  any 
other  provision  or  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Maryland.  The  General  Assembly 
may  place  such  other  and  further  restric- 
tions or  limitations  on  the  exercise  of  any 
of  the  powers  which  it  may  grant  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  under 
the  provisions  of  this  Article  as  it  may 
deem  proper  and  expedient. 

Sec.  3.  The  Baltimore  Redevelopment 
Commission  may  continue  in  existence  and 
shall  have  and  may  continue  to  exercise  any 
of  the  power  and  authority  which  is  now  or 
hereafter  may  be  vested  in  the  Commission 
by  Law,  until  such  time  as  such  power  and 
authority  of  the  Commission  is  validly 
repealed  by  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland  or  by  an  ordinance  or  resolution 
of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
and  a  new  agency  of  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  is  created  to  carry  out 
the  objects  and  purposes  for  which  the 
Baltimore  Redevelopment  Commission  was 
originally  created;  and  nothing  contained 
in  this  Article  shall  be  taken  or  construed 
to  the  contrary. 

ARTICLE  XI C.  OFF-STREET  PARKING. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland,  by  public  local  law,  may  authorize 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore: 

(a)  Within  the  City  of  Baltimore  to 
acquire  land  and  property  of  every  kind, 
and  any  right,  interest,  franchise,  easement 
or  privilege  therein,  by  purchase,  lease, 
gift,  condemnation  or  any  other  legal  means, 
for  storing,  parking  and  servicing  self- 
propelled  vehicles,  provided,  that  no  petro- 
leum products  shall  be  sold  or  offered  for 
sale  at  any  entrance  to  or  exit  from,  any 
land  so  acquired  or  at  any  entraace  to,  or 
exit  from,  any  structure  erected  thereon, 
when  any  entrance  to,  or  exit  from,  any 
such  land  or  structure  faces  on  a  street  or 
highway  which  is  more  than  25  feet  wide 
from  curb  to  curb;  and 

(b)  To  sell,  lease,  convey,  transfer  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  any  of  said  land  or 
property,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  it 
has  been  developed,  redeveloped,  altered, 
or  improved  and  irrespective  of  the  manner 
or  means  in  or  by  which  it  may  have  been 
acquired,  to  any  private,  public  or  quasi 
public  corporation,  partnership,  association, 
person  or  other  legal  entity. 
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No  land  or  property  taken  by  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  for  any  of 
the  aforementioned  purposes  or  in  connec- 
tion with  the  exercise  of  any  of  the  powers 
which  may  be  granted  to  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  Baltimore  pursuant  to  this 
Article  by  exercising  the  power  of  eminent 
domain,  shall  be  taken  without  just  compen- 
sation, as  agreed  upon  between  the  parties, 
or  awarded  by  a  jury,  being  first  paid  or 
tendered  to  the  party  entitled  to  such  com- 
pensation. 

All  land  or  property  needed,  or  taken  by 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  eminent  domain, 
by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
for  any  of  the  aforementioned  purposes  or 
in  connection  with  the  exercise  of  any  of  the 
powers  which  may  be  granted  to  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  pursuant  to 
this  Article  is  hereby  declared  to  be  needed 
or  taken  for  a  public  use. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land may  grant  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  any  and  all  additional 
power  and  authority  necessary  or  proper  to 
carry  into  full  force  and  effect  any  and  all 
of  the  specific  powers  which  the  General 
Assembly  is  authorized  to  grant  to  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  pursuant  to 
this  Article  and  to  fully  accomplish  any 
and  all  of  the  purposes  and  objects  contem- 
plated by  the  provisions  of  this  Article,  pro- 
vided such  additional  power  or  authority  is 
not  inconsistent  with  the  terms  and  provi- 
sions of  this  Article  or  with  any  other 
provision  or  provisions  of  the  Constitution 
of  Maryland.  The  General  Assembly  may 
place  such  other  and  further  restrictions  or 
limitations  on  the  exercise  of  any  of  the 
powers  which  it  may  grant  to  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Article  as  it  may  deem 
proper  and  expedient. 

ARTICLE  XID.   PORT  DEVELOPMENT. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  of 
Maryland,  by  public  local  law,  may  author- 
ize the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Balti- 
more: 

(a)  To  acquire  land  and  property  of 
every  kind,  and  any  right,  interest,  fran- 
chise, easement  or  privilege  therein,  in, 
adjoining  or  in  the  vicinity  of  the  Patapsco 
River  or  its  tributaries,  by  purchase,  lease, 
gift,  condemnation  or  any  other  legal  means, 
for  or  in  connection  with  extending,  de- 
veloping or  improving  the  harbor  or  port 
of  Baltimore  and  its  facilities  and  the  high- 
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ways  and  approaches  thereto;  and  provid- 
ing, further,  that  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  shall  not  acquire  any 
such  land  or  property,  or  any  such  right, 
interest,  franchise,  easement  or  privilege 
therein,  for  any  of  said  purposes,  in  any 
of  the  counties  of  this  State  without  the 
prior  consent  and  approval  by  resolution 
duly  passed  after  a  public  hearing,  by  the 
Board  of  County  Commissioners  of  the 
county  in  which  such  land  or  property, 
or  such  right,  interest,  franchise,  easement 
or  privilege  therein,  is  situate;  and  pro- 
vided, further,  that  Anne  Arundel  County 
shall  retain  jurisdiction  and  power  to  tax 
any  land  so  acquired  by  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  Baltimore  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Act. 

(b)  To  sell,  lease,  convey,  transfer  or 
otherwise  dispose  of  any  of  said  land  or 
property,  regardless  of  whether  or  not  it  is 
undeveloped  or  has  been  developed,  re- 
developed, altered,  or  improved  and  ir- 
respective of  the  manner  or  means  in  or 
by  which  it  may  have  been  acquired,  to  any 
private,  public  or  quasi  public  corporation, 
partnership,  association,  person  or  other 
legal  entity. 

No  land  or  property  taken  by  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  for  any  of 
the  aforementioned  purposes  or  in  connec- 
tion with  the  exercise  of  any  of  the  powers 
which  may  be  granted  to  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  Baltimore  pursuant  to  this 
Article  by  exercising  the  power  of  eminent 
domain,  shall  be  taken  without  just  com- 
pensation, as  agreed  upon  between  the 
parties,  or  awarded  by  a  jury,  being  first 
paid  or  tendered  to  the  party  entitled  to 
such  compensation. 

All  land  or  property  needed,  or  taken  by 
the  exercise  of  the  power  of  eminent  domain, 
by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
for  any  of  the  aforementioned  purposes  or 
in  connection  with  the  exercise  of  any  of 
the  powers  which  may  be  granted  to  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  pur- 
suant to  this  Article  is  hereby  declared  to 
be  needed  or  taken  for  a  pubHc  use. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land may  grant  to  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  any  and  all  additional 
power  and  authority  necessary  or  proper 
to  carry  into  full  force  and  eflfect  any  and 
all  of  the  specified  powers  which  the 
General  Assembly  is  authorized  to  grant 
to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Balti- 
more pursuant   to  this  Article  and  to  fully 
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Section     1.17.    Continuity     of     Government 
During  Emergencies. 

The  provisions  of  this  Constitution  shall 
not  be  suspended,  except  that  the  General 
Assembly  by  law  shall  provide  for  the  tem- 
porary suspension  of  specific  provisions  during 
an  emergency  caused  by  disaster  or  enemy  at- 
tack. Any  suspension  shall  be  for  the  period 
of  the  emergency  only,  and  only  provisions  of 
this  Constitution  concerning  state  and  local 
public  offices  and  governmental  operations 
may  be  suspended. 

Section  1.18.     Reserved  Rights. 

The  enumeration  of  rights  in  this  Consti- 
tution shall  not  be  construed  to  impair,  dis- 
parage, or  deny  others  retained  by  the 
people. 

ARTICLE  2,     SUFFRAGE  AnD  ELEC- 
TIONS 

Qualifications  for  Voting 

Section  2.01.     Voters  in  National,  State,  and 
County  Elections. 

Every  citizen  of  the  United  States  who  has 
attained  the  age  of  nineteen  years,  and  who 
has  been  a  resident  of  this  State  for  six 
months  and  of  the  county  in  which  he  offers 
to  vote  for  three  months  next  preceding  an 
election,  shall  be  eligible  to  vote,  and  if  reg- 
istered shall  be  qualified  to  vote  in  that 
county  in  national,  state,  and  county  elec- 
tions. If  any  county  is  divided  into  different 
electoral  districts  or  into  portions  of  different 
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accomplish  any  and  all  of  the  purposes 
and  objects  contemplated  by  the  provisions 
of  this  Article,  provided  such  additional 
power  or  authority  is  not  inconsistent  with 
the  terms  and  provisions  of  this  Article  or 
with  any  other  provision  or  provisions  of 
the  Constitution  of  Maryland.  The  General 
Assembly  may  place  such  other  and  further 
restrictions  or  limitations  on  the  exercise 
of  any  of  the  powers  which  it  may  grant 
to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Balti- 
more under  the  provisions  of  this  Article 
as    it    may    deem    proper    and     expedient. 

Sec.  3.  Provided,  however,  that  no  public 
local  law  enacted  under  the  provisions  and 
authority  of  this  Article  shall  be  enacted 
or  construed  to  authorize  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  Baltimore  to  exercise  or 
apply  any  of  the  powers  or  authority  in  this 
Article  enumerated  within  the  territorial 
limits  of  Howard  County. 

Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  44.  That  the 
provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  of  this  State,  apply,  as  well  in 
time  of  war,  as  in  time  of  peace;  and  any 
departure  therefrom,  or  violation  thereof, 
under  the  plea  of  necessity,  or  any  other 
plea,  is  subversive  of  good  Government,  and 
tends    to    anarchy    and    despotism. 


Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  45.  This  enu- 
meration of  Rights  shall  not  be  construed 
to  impair  or  deny  others  retained  by  the 
People. 


Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  7.  That  the 
right  of  the  People  to  participate  in  the 
Legislature  is  the  best  security  of  liberty 
and  the  foundation  of  all  free  Government; 
for  this  purpose,  elections  ought  to  be  free 
and  frequent;  and  every  white  male^ 
citizen,  having  the  qualifications  prescribed 
by  the  Constitution,  ought  to  have  the  right 
of  suffrage. 

ARTICLE    I.    ELECTIVE    FRANCHISE. 

Section  1.  All     elections     shall     be     by 
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electoral  districts  for  the  election  of  any  na- 
tional, state,  or  county  officer,  then,  to  vote 
for  such  an  officer,  a  person  shall  have  been 
a  resident  of  the  electoral  district  for  three 
months  next  preceding  the  election.  Removal 
from  one  electoral  district  to  another  elector- 
al district  in  this  State  shall  not  deprive  a 
person  of  his  qualification  to  vote  in  the  elec- 
toral district  from  which  he  has  removed 
until  three  months  after  his  removal. 


Section  2.02.    Voters  in  Presidential  Elections. 

For  purposes  of  voting  for  president  and 
vice  president  of  the  United  States  or  for  elec- 
tors for  those  offices,  the  General  Assembly 
shall  prescribe  by  law  a  lesser  residence  re- 
quirement for  citizens  who  have  resided  in 
this  State  for  less  than  six  months. 

Section  2.03.    Voters  in  Municipal  Elections. 

A  municipal  corporation  may  prescribe  by 
law  qualifications  for  voters  in  its  municipal 
elections,  subject  to  any  procedures  and 
standards  that  the  General  Assembly  may 
prescribe  by  law.  No  municipal  corporation 
may  prescribe  an  age  requirement  of  more 
than  nineteen  years  or  a  residence  require- 
ment of  more  than  one  year. 

Section    2.04.     Voters    in    United    States    En- 
claves, 

A  person  shall  not  be  deemed  ineligible  to 
vote  in  any  election  solely  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  he  resides  on  land  over  which  the 
United  States   has  been   ceded   jurisdiction. 

Section  2.05.     Property  Qualifications. 

Ownership  of  an  interest  in  properly  shall 
not  be  required  as  a  condition  for  voting  ex- 
cept to  the  extent  that  nonresident  property 
owners  may  be  permitted  by  law  to  vote  in  a 
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ballot;  and  every  citizen  of  the  United 
States,  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  or 
upwards,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  the 
State  for  one  year,  and  of  the  Legislative 
District  of  Baltimore  City,  or  of  the  county, 
in  which  he  may  offer  to  vote,  for  six 
months  next  preceding  the  election,  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote,  in  the  ward  or  election 
district,  in  which  he  resides,  at  all  elections 
hereafter  to  be  held  in  this  State;  and  in 
case  any  county,  or  city,  shall  be  so  divided 
as  to  form  portions  of  different  electoral 
districts,  for  the  election  of  Representatives 
in  Congress,  Senators,  Delegates,  or  other 
Officers,  then,  to  entitle  a  person  to  vote 
for  such  officer,  he  must  have  been  a  resi- 
dent of  that  part  of  the  county,  or  city, 
which  shall  form  a  part  of  the  electoral 
district,  in  which  he  offers  to  vote,  for  six 
months  next  preceding  the  election;  but 
a  person,  who  shall  have  acquired  a  resi- 
dence in  such  county,  or  city,  entitling  him 
to  vote  at  any  such  election,  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  in  the  election  district  from 
which  he  removed,  until  he  shall  have 
acquired  a  residence  in  the  part  of  the 
county,  or  city,  to  which  he  has  removed. 
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municipal  election.  Ownership  of  an  interest 
in  property  shall  not  be  required  as  a  condi- 
tion for  holding  any  elective  or  appointive 
office  of  this  State  or  of  any  unit  of  local 
government. 

Section  2.06.     Disqualifications. 

The  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by 
law  disqualifications  from  voting  in  any  elec- 
tion by  reason  of  mental  incompetence  or 
conviction  of  serious  crime,  and  shall  provide 
by  law  for  the  removal  of  these  disqualifica- 
tions. 


Conduct  of  Elections 

Section  2.07.     Conduct  of  Elections. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  shall  define 
residence,  establish  a  uniform  system  of  per- 
manent registration  of  voters,  provide  for 
the  nomination  of  candidates,  regulate  the 
time,  place,  and  manner  of  elections,  provide 
for  the  uniform  administration  of  elections, 
provide  for  absentee  voting,  insure  secrecy  of 
voting,  and  protect  the  integrity  of  the  elec- 
tion process.  A  municipal  corporation  may 
prescribe  by  law  election  dates  and  proce- 
dures for  the  administration  and  regulation 
of  its  municipal  elections,  subject  to  any 
procedures  and  standards  that  the  General 
Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law.  The  General 
Assembly  shall  provide  by  law  for  the  super- 
vision and  uniform  administration  of  laws 
enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  pursuant  to 
this  section. 


Sec.  2.  No  person  above  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  convicted  of  larceny,  or 
other  infamous  crime,  unless  pardoned  by 
the  Governor,  shall  ever  thereafter  be  en- 
titled to  vote  at  any  election  in  this  State; 
and  no  person  under  guardianship,  as  a 
lunatic,  or,  as  a  person  non  compos  mentis, 
shall  be  entitled  to  vote. 


Sec.  lA.  The  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land shall  have  power  to  provide  by  suitable 
enactment  for  voting  by  qualified  voters  of 
the  State  of  Maryland  who  are  absent  at  the 
time  of  any  election  from  the  ward  or  elec- 
tion district  in  which  they  are  entitled  to 
vote  and  for  voting  by  other  qualified  voters 
who  are  unable  to  vote  personally  by  reason 
of  physical  disability  which  shall  confine 
said  voters  to  a  hospital  or  cause  them  to 
be  confined  to  bed,  and  for  the  manner 
in  which  and  the  time  and  place  at  which 
such  absent  voters  may  vote,  and  for  the 
canvass  and  return  of  their  votes. 

Sec.  3.  If  any  person  shall  give,  or  offer 
to  give,  directly  or  indirectly,  any  bribe, 
present,  or  reward,  or  any  promise,  or  any 
security,  for  the  payment,  or  the  delivery 
of  money,  or  any  other  thing,  to  induce  any 
voter  to  refrain  from  casting  his  vote,  or 
to  prevent  him  in  any  way  from  voting,  or 
to  procure  a  vote  for  any  candidate,  or 
person  proposed,  or  voted  for,  as  the 
Elector  of  President  and  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States,  or  Representative  in 
Congress,  or  for  any  office  of  profit  or 
trust,  created  by  the  Constitution  or  Laws 
of  this  State,  or  by  the  Ordinances,  or 
Authority  of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council 
of  Baltimore,  the  person  giving,  or  offering 
to  give,  and  the  person  receiving  the  same, 
and  any  person  who  gives  or  causes  to  be 
given,  an  illegal  vote,  knowing  it  to  be  such, 
at  any  election  to  be  hereafter  held  in  this 
State,  shall,  on  conviction  in  a  court  of  Law, 
in  addition  to  the  penalties  now  or  hereafter 
to  be  imf)osed  by  law,  be  forever  disqualified 
to  hold  any  office  of  profit  or  trust,  or  to" 
vote  at  any  election  thereafter.  But  the 
General    Assembly    may    in    its    discretion 
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remove  the  above  penalty  and  all  other 
penalties  upon  the  vote  seller  so  as  to  place 
the  penalties  for  the  purchase  of  votes  on 
the  vote  buyer  alone. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
General  Assembly  to  pass  Laws  to  punish, 
with  fine  and  imprisonment,  any  person, 
who  shall  remove  into  any  election  district, 
or  precinct  of  any  ward  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore,  not  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
a  bona  fide  residence  therein,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  voting  at  an  approaching  elec- 
tion, or,  who  shall  vote  in  any  election 
district,  or  ward,  in  which  he  does  not 
reside  (except  in  the  case  provided  for  in 
this  Article),  or  shall,  at  the  same  election, 
vote  in  more  than  one  election  district,  or 
precinct,  or  shall  vote,  or  offer  to  vote, 
in  any  name  not  his  own,  or  in  place  of 
any  other  person  of  the  same  name,  or  shall 
vote  in  any  county  in  which  he  does  not 
reside. 

Sec.  5.  The  General  Assembly  shall  pro- 
vide by  Law  for  a  uniform  Registration  of 
the  names  of  all  the  voters  in  this  State, 
who  possess  the  qualifications  prescribed  in 
this  Article,  which  Registration  shall  be 
conclusive  evidence  to  the  Judges  of  election 
of  the  right  of  every  person,  thus  registered, 
to  vote  at  any  election  thereafter  held  in 
this  State;  but  no  person  shall  vote,  at  any 
election,  Federal  or  State,  hereafter  to  be 
held  in  this  State,  or  at  any  municipal 
election  in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  unless  his 
name  appears  in  the  list  of  registered  voters; 
the  names  of  all  persons  shall  be  added  to 
the  list  of  qualified  voters  by  the  officers  of 
Registration,  who  have  the  qualifications 
prescribed  in  the  first  section  of  this  Article, 
and  who  are  not  disqualified  under  the 
provisions  of  the  second  and  third  sections 
thereof. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  42.  The  General  Assembly 
shall  pass  Laws  necessary  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  purity  of  Elections. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  47.  The  General  Assembly, 
shall  make  provisions  for  all  cases  of  con- 
tested elections  of  any  of  the  officers,  not 
herein  provided  for. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  49.  The  General  Assembly 
shall  have  power  to  regulate  by  Law,  not 
inconsistent  with  this  Constitution,  all  mat- 
ters which  relate  to  the  Judges  of  election, 
time,  place  and  manner  of  holding  elections 
in  this  State,  and  of  making  returns  thereof. 
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Section  2.08.     General  Elections. 

A  general  election  shall  be  held  in  every 
even-numbered  year  on  the  first  Tuesday  after 
the  first  Monday  in  November.  State  officers 
shall  be  elected  at  the  general  election  in 
1970  and  every  fourth  year  thereafter,  except 
that  judges  may  be  elected  in  any  even-num- 
bered year.  County  officers  shall  be  elected  at 
the  same  time  as  state  officers  unless  other- 
wise prescribed  by  the  General  Assembly  by 
law  or  by  the  instrument  of  government  of  a 
county.  If  members  of  any  public  body  serve 
overlapping  terms,  an  election  may  be  held 
every  two  years  for  those  members  then  to 
be  elected. 


Section  2.09.     Pluralities. 

The  candidates  receiving  the  highest  num- 


Art.  XV,  sec.  7.  All  general  elections  in 
this  State  shall  be  held  on  the  Tuesday 
next  after  the  first  Monday  in  the  month 
of  November,  in  the  year  in  which  they 
shall  occur. 

ARTICLE   XVII.   QUADRENNIAL 
ELECTIONS. 

Section  1.  All  State  officers  elected  by 
qualified  voters  (except  judges  of  the 
Circuit  Courts,  judges  of  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  judges  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  and  judges  of  any  inter- 
mediate courts  of  appeal),  and  all  county 
officers  elected  by  qualified  voters,  shall  hold 
office  for  terms  of  four  years,  and  until 
their  successors  shall  qualify. 

Sec.  2.  Elections  by  qualified  voters  for 
State  and  county  officers  shall  be  held  on 
the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday 
of  November,  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred 
and  twenty-six,  and  on  the  same  day  in 
every  fourth  year  thereafter. 

Sec.  3.  All  State  and  county  officers 
elected  by  the  qualified  voters  shall  hold 
office  for  terms  of  four  years. 

Sec.  11.  The  purpose  of  this  Article  is  to 
reduce  the  number  of  elections,  by  providing 
that  all  State  and  county  elections  shall 
be  held  only  in  every  fourth  year,  and  at 
the  time  now  provided  by  law  for  holding 
congressional  elections;  and  to  bring  the 
terms  of  appointive  officers  into  harmony 
with  the  changes  effected  in  the  time  of 
the  beginning  of  the  terms  of  elective  of- 
ficers; and  the  administrative  and  judicial 
officers  of  the  State  shall  construe  the 
provisions  of  this  Article  so  as  to  effectuate 
that  purpose.  For  the  purpose  of  this  Article 
only  the  word  "officers"  shall  be  construed 
to  include  those  holding  positions  and 
other  places  of  employment  in  the  State 
and  county  governments  whose  terms  are 
fixed  by  law,  but  it  shall  not  include  any 
appointments  made  by  the  Board  of  Public 
Works,  nor  appointments  by  the  Governor 
for  terms  of  three  years. 

Sec.  13.  In  the  event  of  any  inconsistency 
between  the  provisions  of  this  Article  and 
any  of  the  other  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution, the  provisions  of  this  Article  shall 
prevail,  and  all  other  provisions  shall  be 
repealed  or  abrogated  to  the  extent  of  sucli 
inconsistency. 

Art.  XV,  sec.  4.  If  at  any  election 
directed   by   this   Constitution,    any   two   or 
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ber  of  votes  shall  be  elected  to  the  offices  for 
which  they  were  candidates. 


Referendum 

Section  2.10.     Referendum. 

The  people  reserve  to  themselves  the 
power  of  referendum.  Any  law  enacted  by 
the  General  Assembly  may  be  petitioned  to 
referendum  except  laws  for  legislative  appor- 
tionment and  districting,  or  congressional 
districting,  or  imposing  a  tax,  or  making  an 
appropriation  for  the  state  government  or 
any  public  institution. 


Section  2.11.     Manner  of  Referral. 

A  law,  other  than  a  law  applicable  in  only 
one  county,  shall  be  referred  to  a  vote  of  the 
people  after  a  petition  has  been  signed  by  a 
number  of  qualified  voters  equal  to  at  least 
five  per  cent  of  the  total  votes  cast  for  gover- 
nor in  the  most  recent  gubernatorial  elec- 
tion. Not  more  than  one-half  of  the  required 
number  of  signatures  shall  be  those  of  quali- 
fied voters  residing  in  any  one  county.  If  the 
total  number  of  required  signatures  is  filed 
with  the  governor  within  sixty  days  after  the 
bill  becomes  law,  it  shall  be  submitted  to  a 
vote  of  the  people  at  the  next  general  elec- 
tion held  not  less  than  four  months  after  the 
bill  becomes  law. 


more  candidates  shall  have  the  highest  and 
an  equal  number  of  votes,  a  new  election 
shall  be  ordered  by  the  Governor,  except 
in  cases  specially  provided  for  by  this 
Constitution. 

ARTICLE  XVI.  THE  REFERENDUM. 

Section  1.  (a)  The  people  reserve  to 
themselves  powder  known  as  The  Referendum, 
by  petition  to  have  submitted  to  the 
registered  voters  of  the  State,  to  approve 
or  reject  at  the  polls,  any  Act,  or  part 
of  any  Act  of  the  General  Assembly,  if 
approved  by  the  Governor,  or,  if  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly  over  the  veto  of 
the  Governor; 

Sec.  2.  .  .  .No  law  making  any  appro- 
priation for  maintaining  the  State  Govern- 
ment, or  for  maintaining  or  aiding  any 
public  institution,  not  exceeding  the  next 
previous  appropriation  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, shall  be  subject  to  rejection  or  repeal 
under  this  Section.  The  increase  in  any 
such  appropriation  for  maintaining  or  aid- 
ing any  public  institution  shall  only  take 
effect  as  in  the  case  of  other  laws,  and 
such  increase  or  any  part  thereof  specified 
in  the  petition,  may  be  referred  to  a  vote 
of  the  people  upon  petition. 

Sec.  6.  No  law  or  Constitutional  Amend- 
ment, licensing,  regulating,  prohibiting,  or 
submitting  to  local  option,  the  manufacture 
or  sale  of  malt  or  spirituous  liquors,  shall 
be  referred  or  repealed  under  any  Act  of 
the  provisions  of  this  Article. 

Art.  XVI,  sec.  3.  (a)  The  referendum 
petition  against  an  Act  or  part  of  an  Act 
passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  shall  be 
sufficient  if  signed  by  three  per  centum  of 
the  qualified  voters  of  the  State  of  Mary- 
land, calculated  upon  the  whole  number 
of  votes  cast  therein  for  Governor  at  the 
last  preceding  Gubernatorial  election,  of 
whom  not  more  than  half  shall  be  residents 
of  Baltimore  City,  or  of  any  one 
County;  .... 

(b)  If  more  than  one-half,  but  less  than 
the  full  number  of  signatures  required  to 
complete  any  referendum  petition  against 
any  law  passed  by  the  General  Assembly,  be 
filed  with  Secretary  of  State  before  the  first 
day  of  June,  the  time  for  the  law  to  take 
effect,  and  for  filing  the  remainder  of 
signatures  to  complete  the  petition  shall 
be  extended  to  the  thirtieth  day  of  the 
same  month,  with  like  eflfect. 
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Section  2.12.     Suspension. 

A  law  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly 
subject  to  referendum  shall  be  suspendible 
unless  it  is  passed  by  the  affirmative  vote  of 
three-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  each  house 
and  contains  a  section  declaring  it  to  be  an 
emergency  law  and  necessary  for  the  immedi- 
ate preservation  of  the  public  health  or  safe- 
ty. If  one-half  the  required  signatures  are 
filed  during  the  thirty  days  after  a  bill  be- 
comes law,  the  law,  if  suspendible,  shall  be 
suspended  thereby  through  the  sixtieth  day 
after  it  became  law.  If  the  remaining  re- 
quired signatures  are  filed  by  that  sixtieth 
day,  the  law  shall  continue  to  be  suspended. 


Section  2.13.     Effect  of  Referendum. 

A  referred  law  shall  be  repealed  thirty  days 
after  it  has  been  rejected  by  a  majority  of 
those  voting  on  it  if  the  number  voting  on 
the  question  is  not  less  than  one-fourth  the 
number  voting  in  the  election.  A  suspended 
law  which  is  not  repealed  shall  take  effect 
thirty  days  after  the  referendum  or  at  a  later 
time  if  prescribed  in  the  law. 


Art.  XVI,  sec.  2.  No  law  enacted  by  the 
General  Assembly  shall  take  effect  until  the 
first  day  of  June  next  after  the  session  at 
which  it  may  be  passed,  unless  it  contain 
a  Section  declaring  such  law  an  emergency 
law  and  necessary  for  the  immediate  pres- 
ervation of  the  public  health  or  safety,  and 
passed  upon  a  yea  and  nay  vote  supported 
by  three-fifths  of  all  the  members  elected 
to  each  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  General 
Assembly;  provided,  however,  that  said 
period  of  suspension  may  be  extended  as 
provided  in  Section  3(b)  hereof.  If  be- 
fore said  first  day  of  June  there  shall  have 
been  filed  with  the  Secretary  of  the  State  a 
petition  to  refer  to  a  vote  of  the  people 
any  law  or  part  of  a  law  capable  of 
referendum,  as  in  this  Article  provided,  the 
same  shall  be  referred  by  the  Secretary 
of  State  to  such  vote,  and  shall  not  become 
a  law  or  take  effect  until  thirty  days  after 
its  approval  by  a  majority  of  the  electors 
voting  thereon  at  the  next  ensuing  election 
held  throughout  the  State  for  Members  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  of  the  United 
States,  An  emergency  law  shall  remain  in 
force  notwithstanding  such  petition,  but 
shall  stand  repealed  thirty  days  after  having 
been  rejected  by  a  majority  of  the  qualified 
electors  voting  thereon;  provided,  however, 
that  no  measure  creating  or  abolishing  any 
office,  or  changing  the  salary,  term  or  duty 
of  any  officer,  or  granting  any  franchise 
or  special  privilege,  or  creating  any  vested 
right  or  interest,  shall  be  enacted  as  an 
emergency  law.  .  .  , 

Art.  XVI,  sec.  5.  (a)  The  General  As- 
sembly shall  provide  for  furnishing  the 
voters  of  the  State  the  text  of  all  measures 
to  be  voted  upon  by  the  people;  provided, 
that  until  otherwise  provided  by  law  the 
same  shall  be  published  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  Article  XIV  of  the  Constitu- 
tion for  the  publication  of  proposed  Con- 
stitutional Amendments. 

(b)  All  laws  referred  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Article  shall  be  submitted 
separately  on  the  ballots  to  the  voters  of 
the  people,  but  if  containing  more  than  two 
hundred  words,  the  full  text  shall  not  be 
printed  on  the  official  ballots,  but  the 
Secretary  of  State  shall  prepare  and  submit 
a  ballot  title  of  each  such  measure  in  such 
form  as  to  present  the  purpose  of  said 
measure  concisely  and  intelligently.  The 
ballot  title  may  be  distinct  from  the  legisla- 
tive   title,    but    in    any    case    the    legislative 
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Section  2.14.     Laws  Applicable  in  One  Coun- 
ty. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  by 
law  procedures  by  which  a  law  enacted  by  it 
and  applicable  in  only  one  county  may  be 
petitioned  to  referendum.  The  law  shall  be 
submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people  of  the 
county  after  a  petition  has  been  signed  by  a 
number  of  qualified  voters  of  the  county 
equal  to  at  least  ten  per  cent  of  the  total 
votes  cast  for  governor  in  that  county  in  the 
most  recent  gubernatorial  election.  No  law 
empowering  a  county  to  exercise  a  power  or 
perform  a  function,  nor  any  law  pertaining 
to  appropriations,  nor  any  law  granting,  lim- 
iting, or  withdrawing  the  taxing  power  of  a 
county  shall  be  subject  to  referendum  pur- 
suant to  this  section. 

ARTICLE  3.     LEGISLATIVE  BRANCH 

Section  3.01.     Legislative  Power. 

The  legislative  power  of  the  State  shall  be 
vested  in  the  General  Assembly,  which  shall 
consist  of  two  houses,  the  Senate  and  the 
House  of  Delegates. 


title  shall  be  sufficient.  Upon  each  of  the 
ballots,  following  the  ballot  title  or  text, 
as  the  case  may  be,  of  each  such  measure, 
there  shall  be  printed  the  words  'Tor  the 
referred  law"  and  "Against  the  referred 
law,"  as  the  case  may  be.  The  votes  cast 
for  and  against  any  such  referred  law  shall 
be  returned  to  the  Governor  in  the  manner 
prescribed  with  respect  to  proposed  amend- 
ments to  the  Constitution  under  Article 
XIV  of  this  Constitution,  and  the  Governor 
shall  proclaim  the  result  of  the  election, 
and,  if  it  shall  appear  that  the  majority 
of  the  votes  cast  on  any  such  measure  were 
cast  in  favor  thereof,  the  Governor  shall 
by  his  proclamation  declare  the  same  hav- 
ing received  a  majority  of  the  votes  to  have 
been  adopted  by  the  people  of  Maryland  as 
a  part  of  the  laws  of  the  State,  to  take 
effect  thirty  days  after  such  election,  and 
in  like  manner  and  with  like  effect  the 
Governor  shall  proclaim  the  result  of  the 
local  election  as  to  any  Public  Local  Law 
which  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the 
voters  of  any  County  or  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore. 

Art.  XVI,  sec.  3(a).  ...  provided  that 
any  Public  Local  Law  for  any  one  County 
or  the  City  of  Baltimore,  shall  be  referred 
by  the  Secretary  of  State  only  to  the  people 
of  said  County  or  City  of  Baltimore,  upon 
a  referendum  petition  of  ten  per  cent  of 
the  qualified  voters  of  said  County  or  City 
of  Baltimore,  as  the  case  may  be,  calculated 
upon  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast  therein 
respectively  for  Governor  at  the  last  pre- 
ceding Gubernatorial  election. 


Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  8.  That  the 
Legislative,  Executive  and  Judicial  powers 
of  Government  ought  to  be  forever  separate 
and  distinct  from  each  other;  and  no  person 
exercising  the  functions  of  one  of  said 
Departments  shall  assume  or  discharge  the 
duties  of  any  other. 

ARTICLE  III.  LEGISLATIVE 
DEPARTMENT. 

Section   1.  The  Legislature  shall  consist  of 
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Section  3.02.     State  Capital. 

The  capital  of  the  State  and  the  meeting 
place  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  at 
Annapolis. 


Section    3.03.     Composition    of    the    General 

Assembly. 

The  number  of  members  of  each  house  of 
the  General  Assembly  shall  be  prescribed  by 
law,  but  the  number  of  delegates  shall  not 
exceed  one  hundred  twenty  and  the  number 
of  senators  shall  be  one- third  the  number  of 
delegates.  Only  one  delegate  shall  represent  a 
delegate  district  and  only  one  senator  shall 
represent  a  senate  district.  Each  senate  dis- 
trict shall  consist  of  three  whole  delegate  dis- 
tricts. 

Districts 

Section  3.04.     Legislative  Districts. 

The  State  shall  be  divided  by  law  into  dis- 
tricts for  the  election  of  members  of  the 
Senate.  Each  senate  district  shall  be  subdivid- 
ed into  three  districts  for  the  election  of 
members  of  the  House  of  Delegates.  The 
population  represented  by  each  senator  shall 
be  substantially  equal,  as  shall  the  popula- 
tion represented  by  each  delegate.  Each  dis- 
trict shall  consist  of  adjoining"  territory  and 
be  compact  in  form.  Due  regard  shall  be  giv- 
en to  natural  boundaries  and  the  boundaries 
of  political  subdivisions.  Boundaries  of  dis- 
tricts shall  be  redrawn  according  to  these 
standards  prior  to  the  general  election  in 
1982  and  in  every  tenth  year  thereafter. 


two  distinct  branches;  a  Senate,  and  a 
House  of  Delegates,  and  shall  be  styled 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland. 

Sec.  56.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have 
power  to  pass  all  such  Laws  as  may  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into 
execution  the  powers  vested,  by  this  Con- 
stitution, in  any  Department,  or  office  of 
the  Government,  and  the  duties  imposed 
upon  them  thereby. 

Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  11.  That 
Annapolis  be  the  place  of  meeting  of  the 
Legislature;  and  the  Legislature  ought  not 
to  be  convened,  or  held  at  any  other  place 
but  from  evident  necessity. 

Sec.  5.  The  membership  of  the  House  of 
Delegates  shall  consist  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty-three  (123)  Delegates,  appor- 
tioned as  follows:  Calvert,  Caroline,  Charles, 
Howard,  Kent,  Queen  Anne's,  and  St. 
Mary's  Counties,  two  Delegates  each;  Cecil, 
Garrett,  Somerset,  Talbot,  and  Worcester 
Counties,  three  Delegates  each;  Carroll, 
Dorchester,  Harford,  and  Wicomico  Coun- 
ties, four  Delegates  each;  Allegany,  Anne 
Arundel,  Baltimore,  Frederick,  Montgomery, 
Prince  George's,  and  Washington  Counties, 
and  each  of  the  six  Legislative  Districts  of 
Baltimore  City,  six  Delegates  each. 

Article  I,  sec.  1  .  .  .  and  in  case  any 
county,  or  city,  shall  be  so  divided  as  to 
form  portions  of  different  electoral  districts, 
for  the  election  of  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress, Senators,  Delegates,  or  other  Offi- 
cers, .... 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  2.  The  City  of  Baltimore 
shall  be  divided  into  six  legislative  districts 
as  near  as  may  be  of  equal  population  and 
of  contiguous  territory,  and  each  of  said 
legislative  districts  of  Baltimore  City,  as 
they  may  from  time  to  time  be  laid  out, 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  hereof, 
and  each  county  in  the  State,  shall  be 
entitled  to  one  Senator,  who  shall  be  elected 
by  the  qualified  voters  of  the  said  legislative 
districts  of  Baltimore  City  and  of  the 
counties  of  the  State,  respectively,  and 
shall  serve  for  four  years  from  the  date  of 
his    election. 

Sec.  4.  The  General  Assembly  shall  have 
the  power  to  provide  by  Law,  from  time 
to  time,  for  altering  and  changing  the 
boundaries  of  the  existing  Legislative  Dis- 
tricts  of   the    City   of   Baltimore,    so    as    to 
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Section  3.05.    Redistricting  Commission. 

Six  months  before  the  first  day  of  the  reg- 
ular session  of  the  General  Assembly  in  the 
year  in  which  redistricting  is  to  be  effective, 
the  presiding  officer  and  the  minority  leader 
of  each  house  shall  each  appoint  two  persons 
to  a  commission  on  legislative  redistricting. 
The  governor  shall  appoint  an  additional 
member  who  shall  serve  as  chairman  of  the 
commission.  Any  vacancy  on  the  commission 
shall  be  filled  by  the  appointing  authority. 
The  commission  shall  adopt  a  redistricting 
plan  only  by  a  majority  vote  of  all  its  mem- 
bers. No  member  of  the  commission  shall 
hold  a  popularly  elected  office  in  the  State. 

Section  3.06.     Legislative  Redistricting  Proce- 
dure. 

The  commission  on  legislative  redistricting 
shall  submit  a  plan  to  the  governor,  who 
shall  transmit  it  to  the  General  Assembly  by 
the  first  day  of  the  regular  session  in  the 
year  in  which  redistricting  is  to  be  effective. 
If  any  other  plan  has  not  been  prescribed  by 
law  within  seventy  days  after  the  transmis- 
sion of  the  commission  plan  to  the  General 
Assembly,  then  the  commission  plan  shall  be- 
come law.  The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  have 
original  jurisdiction,  upon  petition  of  any 
qualified  voter,  to  review  the  new  redistrict- 
ing law  and  the  commission  plan  if  it  has 
not  become  law.  If  the  Court  of  Appeals 
finds  a  redistricting  law  enacted  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  invalid,  then  the  commission 
plan  shall  become  law.  If  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals finds  the  commission  plan  invalid,  then 
the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  grant  appropriate 
relief  for  the  conduct  of  the  impending  elec- 
lion. 

Section  3.07.     Congressional  Districts. 

The  State  shall  be  divided  by  law  into 
congressional  districts  for  the  election  of 
members  of  the  United  States  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. The  difference  between  the 
populations  of  the  hirgest  and  smallest 
congressional  districts  in  the  State  shall  not 
exceed  ten  per  cent  of  the  mean  population 
of  all  congressional  districts.  Each  congres- 
sional district  shall  consist  of  adjoining  terri- 
tory and  be  compact  in  form.  Due  regard 
shall  be  given  to  natural  boundaries  and  the 
boundaries  of  political  subdivisions.  Bounda- 
ries    of     congressional     districts     shall     be 
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make  them  as  near  as  may  be  of  equal 
population;  but  said  district  shall  always 
consist   of    contiguous    territory. 


See  Art.  I,  Sec.  1  at  Section  3.04  for  Con- 
gressional Districts. 
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redrawn  according  to  these  standards  prior 
to  the  general  election  in  1972  and  in  every 
tenth  year  thereafter. 

Section      3.08.     Congressional      Redistricting 
Procedure. 

The  commission  on  legislative  redistricting 
shall  submit  a  congressional  redistricting 
plan  to  the  governor,  who  shall  transmit  it  to 
the  General  Assembly  by  the  first  day  of  the 
regular  session  in  the  year  in  which  congres- 
sional redistricting  is  to  be  effective.  The 
General  Assembly  shall  enact  either  the  com- 
mission plan  or  a  congressional  redistricting 
plan  of  its  own. 

Members  of  General  Assembly 

Section  3.09.     Qualijfications. 

A  senator  or  a  delegate  shall  be  a  qualified 
voter  of  the  State  at  the  time  of  his  election 
or  appointment,  shall  have  been  a  resident 
of  the  State  for  at  least  two  years  immediate- 
ly preceding  his  election  or  appointment, 
and  shall  have  been  a  resident  of  his  senate 
district  for  at  least  six  months  immediately 
preceding  his  election  or  appointment.  If  any 
redistricting  plan  has  been  adopted  within 
one  year  before  a  general  election  for  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly,  a  candidate 
for  the  office  of  senator  or  delegate  may  also 
seek  election  in  any  new  senate  district  con- 
taining fifty  per  cent  or  more  of  the 
population  of  the  senate  district  in  which  he 
resided  prior  to  redistricting.  At  the  time  of 
his  election  or  appointment  a  senator  shall 
have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years, 
and  a  delegate  shall  have  attained  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years. 


Sec.  9.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  as  a 
Senator  or  Delegate,  who  at  the  time  of  his 
election,  is  not  a  citizen  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  who  has  not  resided  therein, 
for  at  least  three  years,  next  preceding  the 
day  of  his  election,  and  the  last  year 
thereof,  in  the  County,  or  in  the  Legislative 
District  of  Baltimore  City,  which  he  may 
be  chosen  to  represent,  if  such  County,  or 
Legislative  District  of  said  City,  shall  have 
been  so  long  established;  and  if  not,  then 
in  the  County,  or  City,  from  which,  in 
whole,  or  in  part,  the  same  may  have  been 
formed;  nor  shall  any  person  be  eligible 
as  a  Senator,  unless  he  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  nor  as  a 
Delegate,  unless  he  shall  have  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years,  at  the  time  of  his 
election. 

Sec.  10.  No  member  of  Congress,  or 
person  holding  any  civil,  or  military  office 
under  the  United  States,  shall  be  eligible 
as  a  Senator,  or  Delegate;  and  if  any  person 
shall  after  his  election  as  Senator,  or  Dele- 
gate, be  elected  to  Congress,  or  be  ap- 
pointed to  any  office,  civil,  or  military, 
under  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
his  acceptance  thereof,  shall  vacate  his  seat. 

Sec.  11.  No  Minister  or  Preacher  of  the 
Gospel,  or  of  any  religious  creed,  or  de- 
nomination, and  no  person  holding  any  civil 
office  of  profit,  or  trust,  under  this  State, 
except  Justices  of  the  Peace,  shall  be  eligible 
as  Senator,  or  Delegate. 

Sec.  12.  No  Collector,  Receiver,  or 
Holder  of  public  money  shall  be  eligible 
as  Senator  or  Delegate,  or  to  any  office  of 
profit,  or  trust,  under  this  State,  until  he 
shall    have    accounted    for,    and    paid    into 
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Section  3.10.     Election  and  Term  of  Office. 

A  member  of  the  General  Assembly  shall 
be  elected  by  the  voters  of  the  district  in 
which  he  seeks  election,  to  serve  for  a  term 
beginning  at  noon  on  the  second  Wednesday 
of  December  following  his  election  and  end- 
ing at  noon  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  De- 
cember in  the  fourth  year  thereafter. 


Section  3.11.     Vacancies. 

A  vacancy  in  the  General  Assembly  shall 
be  filled  as  prescribed  by  law.  An  appointee 
to  fill  a  vacancy,  when  succeeding  a  party 
member,  shall  be  a  member  of  the  same  po- 
litical party  as  the  person  last  elected  to  that 
office.  An  appointee  shall  serve  only  until  the 
next  general  election  held  at  least  ninety 
days  after  the  vacancy  occurs.  At  that  elec- 
tion the  remainder  of  the  term  shall  be 
filled. 


the  Treasury  all  sums  on  the  Books  thereof, 
charged  to,  and  due  by  him. 

Sec.  6.  The  members  of  the  House  of 
Delegates  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified 
voters  of  the  Counties,  and  the  Legislative 
Districts  of  Baltimore  City,  respectively, 
to  serve  for  four  years,  from  the  day  of 
their  election. 

Sec.  7.  The  election  for  Senators  and 
Delegates  shall  take  place  on  the  Tuesday 
next,  after  the  first  Monday  in  the  month 
of  November,  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight,   and  in  every  fourth  year  thereafter. 

Sec.  13.  (a)  In  case  of  death,  dis- 
qualification, resignation,  refusal  to  act, 
expulsion,  or  removal  from  the  county,  or 
city,  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected, 
of  any  person,  who  shall  have  been  chosen 
as  a  Delegate,  or  Senator,  or  in  case  of 
a  tie  between  two  or  more  such  qualified 
persons,  the  Governor  shall  appoint  a  person 
to  fill  such  vacancy  from  a  person  whose 
name  shall  be  submitted  to  him  in  writing, 
within  thirty  days  after  the  occurrence  of 
the  vacancy,  by  the  State  Central  Commit- 
tee of  the  political  party  with  which  the 
Delegate  or  Senator,  so  vacating,  had  been 
affiliated  in  the  County  or  District  from 
which  he  or  she  was  elected,  provided  that 
the  appointee  shall  be  of  the  same  political 
party  as  the  person  whose  office  is  to  be 
filled;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Governor  to  make  said  appointment  within 
fifteen  days  after  the  submission  thereof 
to  him.  If  a  name  is  not  submitted  by  the 
State  Central  Committee  within  thirty  days 
after  the  occurrence  of  the  vacancy,  the 
Governor  within  another  period  of  fifteen 
days  shall  appoint  a  person,  who  shall  be 
of  the  same  political  party  as  the  person 
whose  office  is  to  be  filled,  and  who  is  other- 
wise properly  qualified  to  hold  the  office 
of  Delegate  or  Senator  in  the  District  or 
County.  In  the  event  there  is  no  State 
Central  Committee  in  the  County  or  Dis- 
trict from  which  said  vacancy  is  to  be 
filled,  the  Governor  shall  within  fifteen  days 
after  the  occurrence  of  such  vacancy  appoint 
a  person  who  is  otherwise  properly  quali- 
fied to  hold  the  office  of  Delegate  or  Senator 
in  such  District  or  County.  In  every  case 
when  any  person  is  so  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  his  appointment  shall  be  deemed 
to  be  for  the  unexpired  term  of  the  person 
whose  office  has  become  vacant. 
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Section  3.12.     Compensation. 

A  member  of  the  General  Assembly  shall 
receive  the  salary  and  allowances  prescribed 
by  law.  A  salary  increase  enacted  during  one 
term  of  office  shall  not  become  effective  be- 
fore the  next  term.  No  senator  or  delegate 
shall  be  paid  daily  living  expenses  during 
regular  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly. 


Section  3.13.     Limitation  on  Appointment. 

No  person  elected  or  appointed  to  the 
General  Assembly  shall  be  appointed,  during 
the  term  of  office  for  which  he  was  elected  or 
appointed,  to  any  office  which  has  been 
created,  or  for  which  the  compensation  has 
been  increased,  by  the  General  Assembly 
during  that  term. 

Section  3.14.     Immunity. 

Words  used  by  a  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  in  any  of  its  proceedings,  including 
the  proceedings  of  any  committees  and  sub- 


(b)  In  addition,  and  in  submitting  a 
name  to  the  Governor  to  fill  a  vacancy  in 
a  Senatorial  district  or  subdistrict,  as  the 
case  may  be,  in  any  of  the  twenty-three 
counties  of  Maryland,  the  State  Central 
Committee  or  committees  shall  follow  these 
provisions: 

(1)  If  the  vacancy  occurs  in  a  district  or 
subdistrict  having  the  same  boundaries  as 
a  county,  the  State  Central  Committee  of 
the  county  shall  submit  the  name  of  a 
resident  of  the  district  or  subdistrict. 

(2)  If  the  vacancy  occurs  in  a  district  or 
subdistrict  which  has  boundaries  comprising 
a  portion  of  one  county,  the  State  Central 
Committee  of  that  county  shall  submit  the 
name  of  a  resident  of  the  district  or  sub- 
district. 

(3)  If  the  vacancy  occurs  in  a  district  or 
subdistrict  which  has  boundaries  comprising 
a  portion  or  all  of  two  or  more  counties, 
the  State  Central  Committee  of  each  county 
involved  shall  have  one  vote  for  submitting 
the  name  of  a  resident  of  the  district  or 
subdistrict;  and  if  there  is  a  tie  vote  between 
or  among  the  State  Central  Committees, 
the  list  of  names  there  proposed  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  Governor,  and  he  shall 
make  the  appointment  from  the  list. 

Sec.  15.  .  .  .  and  on  and  after  January 
1,  1965,  each  member  thereof  shall  receive 
a  compensation  of  twenty-four  hundred 
dollars  ($2,400.00),  per  annum,  payable 
quarterly,  with  a  deduction  of  fifteen  dol- 
lars ($15.00)  per  diem  for  each  day  of 
unexcused  absence  from  any  session;  and 
he  shall  also  receive  such  mileage  as  may 
be  allowed  by  law,  not  exceeding  twenty 
cents  per  mile;  and  the  presiding  officers 
of  each  House  shall  receive  an  additional 
compensation  of  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  ($250.00)  per  annum.  .  .  . 

Sec.  17.  No  Senator  or  Delegate,  after 
qualifying  as  such,  notwithstanding  he  may 
thereafter  resign,  shall  during  the  whole 
period  of  time,  for  which  he  was  elected, 
be  eligible  to  any  office,  which  shall  have 
been  created,  or  the  salary,  or  profits  of 
which  shall  have  been  increased,  during 
such  term. 

See  Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  10,  at  Sec- 
tion 1.01  for  protection  of  proceedings  in 
the  General  Assembly  from  impeachment  in 
court. 
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committees,  shall  be  absolutely  privileged, 
and  a  member  shall  not  be  liable  therefor  in 
any  civil  action  or  criminal  prosecution. 


General  Assembly 

Section  3.15.     Sessions. 

The  General  Assembly  may  provide  by  law 
for  an  organizational  session  prior  to  the 
convening  of  the  regular  session.  The  Gener- 
al Assembly  shall  convene  in  regular  session 
on  the  third  Wednesday  of  January  of  each 
year,  unless  otherwise  prescribed  by  law,  and 
may  continue  in  session  for  a  period  not 
longer  than  ninety  days;  provided  that  by 
the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  the 
members  of  each  house  a  regular  session  may 
be  extended  for  a  period  not  longer  than 
thirty  days,  and  that  by  the  affirmative  vote 
of  three-fifths  of  the  members  of  each  house 
a  regular  session  may  be  extended  a  second 
time  for  a  period  not  longer  than  thirty 
days.  The  governor  may  convene  a  special 
session  of  the  General  Assembly  at  any  time 
and  shall  convene  a  special  session  upon  the 
written  request  of  three-fifths  of  all  the 
members  of  each  house.  The  governor  may, 
on  extraordinary  occasions,  convene  the  Sen- 
ate by  proclamation,  stating  the  purpose  for 
which  he  has  convened  it.  The  presiding  of- 
ficer of  the  Senate  and  the  presiding  officer 
of  the  House  of  Delegates,  acting  concurrent- 
ly, may  convene  a  special  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assemblv  at  anv  time. 


Section  3.16.     Organization. 

Each  house  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  qual- 
ifications and  selection  of  its  members,  as 
prescribed  by  this  Constitution  and  the  laws 
of  this  State.  Each  house  shall  elect  its 
officers  and  determine  its  rules  of  procedure, 
and  may  permit  its  committees  and  subcom- 
mittees to  meet  between  sessions  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  Each  house,  by  the  affirmative 
vote  of  a  majority  of  all  its  members,  may 
compel  the  attendance  and  testimony  of  wit- 
nesses and  the  production  of  records  and  pa- 
pers either  before  the  house  as  a  whole  or 
before  any  of  its  committees  and  subcommit- 
tees, provided  that  the  rights  and  the  records 
and  papers  of  all  witnesses  in  such  cases  are 
protected  by  law.  Each  house  may  punish  a 
member  for  disorderly  or  disrespectful  be- 
havior, by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority 


Art.  Ill,  sec.  18.  No  Senator  or  Delegate 
shall  be  liable  in  any  civil  action,  or 
criminal  prosecution,  whatever,  for  words 
spoken  in  debate. 


Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  12.  That  for 
redress  of  grievances,  and  for  amending, 
strengthening  and  preserving  the  Laws,  the 
Legislature  ought  to  be  frequently  convened. 

Art.  II,  sec.  16.  The  Governor  shall 
convene  the  Legislature,  or  the  Senate  alone, 
on  extraordinary  occasions;  and  whenever 
from  the  presence  of  an  enemy,  or  from  any 
other  cause,  the  Seat  of  Government  shall 
become  an  unsafe  place  for  the  meeting  of 
the  Legislature,  he  may  direct  their  sessions 
to  be  held  at  some  other  convenient  place. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  14.  The  General  Assembly 
shall  meet  on  the  third  Wednesday  of  Janu- 
ary, nineteen  hundred  and  sixty-five,  and 
on  the  same  day  in  every  year  thereafter, 
and  at  no  other  time,  unless  convened  by 
Proclamation   of   the    Governor. 

Sec.  15.  The  General  Assembly  may 
continue  its  session  so  long  as  in  its  judg- 
ment the  public  interest  may  require,  for 
a  period  not  longer  than  seventy  days  in 
each  year;  ....  When  the  General  Assembly 
shall  be  convened  by  Proclamation  of  the 
Governor,  the  session  shall  not  continue 
longer  than  thirty  days,  but  no  additional 
compensation  other  than  mileage  and  other 
allowances  provided  by  Law  shall  be  paid 
members  of  the  General  Assembly  for 
special  session. 

Sec.  19.  Each  House  shall  be  judge  of 
the  qualifications  and  elections  of  its  mem- 
bers, as  prescribed  by  the  Constitution  and 
Laws  of  the  State;  shall  appoint  its  own 
officers,  determine  the  rules  of  its  own 
proceedings,  punish  a  member  for  dis- 
orderly, or  disrespectful  behavior,  and  with 
the  consent  of  two-thirds  of  its  whole  num- 
ber of  members  elected,  expel  a  member; 
but  no  member  shall  be  expelled  a  second 
time  for  the  same  offence. 

Sec.  24.  The  House  of  Delegates  may 
inquire,  on  the  oath  of  witnesses,  into  all 
complaints,  grievances  and  offences,  as  the 
Grand  Inquest  of  the  State,  and  may  com- 
mit any  person,  for  any  crime,  to  the 
public  jail,  there  to  remain,  until  discharged 
by  due  course  of  Law.  They  may  examine 
and  pass  all  accounts  of  the  State,  relating 
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of  all  its  members.  Each  house  may  expel 
a  member  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  three- 
fifths  of  all  its  members. 


Section  3.17.     Quorum. 

A  majority  of  all  the  members  of  a  house 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction 
of  business  in  that  house,  but  a  smaller 
number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day. 


Section  3.18.     Journals. 

Each  house  of  the  General  Assembly  shall 
prescribe  by  rule  for  a  current  daily  journal 
of  its  proceedings,  which  shall  be  open  to 
public  inspection  at  all  reasonable  times. 
Each  house  shall  prescribe  by  rule  that  the 
daily  journal  shall  be  published  as  soon  as 
practicable.  Each  house  shall  prescribe  by 
rule  that  all  final  committee  votes  on  all 
bills  shall  be  entered,  by  recorded  votes  of 
individual  members,  in  the  daily  journal  of 
that  house.  Each  house  shall  prescribe  by 
rule  that  on  final  passage  of  a  bill  or  resolu- 
tion, including  a  proposal  for  a  constitution- 
al amendment,  the  vote  cast  by  each  member 
shall  be  recorded  in  the  daily  journal  of 
that  house. 

Legislation 

Section  3.19.     Form  of  Laws. 

Every  law  of  this  State  shall  be  styled:  "Be 


either  to  the  collection  or  expenditure  of 
the  revenue,  and  appoint  Auditors  to  state 
and  adjust  the  same.  They  may  call  for 
all  public,  or  official  papers  and  records, 
and  send  for  persons,  whom  they  may  judge 
necessary  in  the  course  of  their  inquiries, 
concerning  affairs  relating  to  the  public 
interest,  and  may  direct  all  office  bonds 
which  shall  be  made  payable  to  the  State, 
to  be  sued  for  any  breach  thereof;  and 
with  a  view  to  the  more  certain  prevention, 
or  correction  of  the  abuses  in  the  expendi- 
tures of  the  money  of  the  State,  the  General 
Assembly  shall  create,  at  every  session 
thereof,  a  joint  Standing  Committee  of  the 
Senate  and  House  of  Delegates,  who  shall 
have  power  to  send  for  persons,  and  examine 
them  on  oath,  and  call  for  Public,  or 
Official  Papers  and  Records,  and  whose  duty 
it  shall  be  to  examine  and  report  upon  all 
contracts  made  for  printing  stationery,  and 
purchases  for  the  Pubhc  offices,  and  the 
Library,  and  all  expenditures  therein,  and 
upon  all  matters  of  alleged  abuse  in  ex- 
penditures, to  which  their  attention  may  be 
called  by  Resolution  of  either  House  of  the 
General  Assembly. 

Sec.  20.  A  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  members  elected  to  each  House  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business;  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn 
from  day  to  day,  and  compel  the  attendance 
of  absent  members,  in  such  manner,  and 
under  such  penalties,  as  each  House  may 
prescribe. 

Sec.  22.  Each  House  shall  keep  a  Journal 
of  its  proceedings,  and  cause  the  same  to 
be  published.  The  yeas  and  nays  of  mem- 
bers on  any  question,  shall  at  the  call  of 
any  five  of  them  in  the  House  of  Delegates, 
or  one  in  the  Senate,  be  entered  on  the 
Journal. 


Sec.  29.  The    style    of    all    Laws    of    this 
I       State    shall    be,     "Be    it    enacted    by    the 
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it  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land." The  General  Assembly  shall  enact  no 
law  except  by  bill.  The  subject  of  every  law 
shall  be  described  in  its  title.  Every  law  en- 
acted by  the  General  Assembly,  except  the 
budget  law  and  supplementary  appropriation 
laws,  shall  embrace  only  one  subject.  The 
budget  law  and  all  supplementary  appropria- 
tion laws  shall  be  limited  to  the  subject  of 
budget,  appropriations,  their  purpose  or  pur- 
poses, and  the  requisite  revenue.  No  law  or 
section  of  a  law  shall  be  revived  or  amended 
by  reference  only  to  its  title  or  section,  nor 
shall  any  law  be  construed  by  reason  of  its 
title  to  grant  powers  or  confer  rights  which 
are  not  expressly  contained  in  the  body  of 
the  act.  The  General  Assembly,  in  amending 
any  article  or  section  of  the  code  of  laws  of 
this  State,  shall  enact  the  article,  section,  or 
law  as  it  would  read  when  amended. 


Section  3.20.     Consideration  of  Bills. 

A  bill  may  originate  in  either  house  of  the 
General  Assembly  and  may  be  amended, 
passed,  or  rejected  by  the  other.  No  vote  on 
final  passage  of  a  bill  shall  be  taken  until  the 
bill  and  all  amendments  to  it  are  in  writing. 
No  vote  on  final  passage  of  a  bill  shall  be 
taken  until  the  fifth  calendar  day  after  its 
introduction  in  the  house  of  origin  and  until 
the  second  calendar  day  after  it  reaches  the 
second  house  except  upon  the  affirmative 
vote  of  three-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  the 
house  in  which  the  bill  is  pending  or  except 
during  the  first  four  days  of  a  special  session. 
The  General  Assembly  may  provide  by  law 
that  pending  bills  may  be  carried  over  to  the 
next  regular  session  of  the  same  General  As- 
sembly. 


Section  3.21.     Passage  of  Bills. 

No  bill  shall  be  enacted  nor  shall  a 
resolution  requiring  the  action  of  both 
houses  be  adopted  unless  it  is  passed  by  the 
affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  mem- 
l)ers  of  that  house.  A  vote  in  joint  session  or 
in  either  house  on  any  bill  or  resolution  or 
for  the  election  or  confirmation  of  any  state 
officer  shall  be  taken  only  in  public  session. 

Section  3.22.     General  Application  of  Laws. 

The  C General  Assembly  shall  enact  no  pub- 


General  Assembly  of  Maryland:"  and  all 
Laws  shall  be  passed  by  original  bill;  and 
every  Law  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly 
shall  embrace  but  one  subject,  and  that 
shall  be  described  in  its  title;  and  no  Law, 
nor  section  of  Law,  shall  be  revived,  or 
amended  by  reference  to  its  title,  or  section 
only;  nor  shall  any  Law  be  construed  by 
reason  of  its  title,  to  grant  powers,  or 
confer  rights  which  are  not  expressly  con- 
tained in  the  body  of  the  Act;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  General  Assembly,  in 
amending  any  article,  or  section  of  the 
Code  of  Laws  of  this  State,  to  enact  the 
same,  as  the  said  article,  or  section  would 
read  when  amended.  And  whenever  the 
General  Assembly  shall  enact  any  Public 
General  Law,  not  amendatory  of  any  section, 
or  article  in  the  said  Code,  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  General  Assembly  to  enact  the 
same,  in  articles  and  sections,  in  the  same 
manner,  as  the  Code  is  arranged,  and  to 
provide  for  the  publication  of  all  additions 
and  alterations,  which  may  be  made  to  the 
said  Code. 

Sec.  27.  Any  bill  may  originate  in  either 
House  of  the  General  Assembly,  and  be 
altered,  amended,  or  rejected  by  the  other. 
No  bill  shall  originate  in  either  House 
during  the  last  twenty-eight  calendar  days 
of  a  regular  session,  unless  two-thirds  of 
the  members  elected  thereto  shall  so  deter- 
mine by  yeas  and  nays,  and  in  addition 
the  two  Houses  by  joint  and  similar  rule 
may  further  regulate  the  right  to  introduce 
bills  during  this  period;  nor  shall  any  bill 
become  a  law  until  it  be  read  on  three 
different  days  of  the  session  in  each  House, 
unless  two-thirds  of  the  members  elected  to 
the  House  where  such  bill  is  pending  shall 
so  determine  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  no 
bill  shall  be  read  a  third  time  until  it  shall 
have  been  actually  engrossed  or  printed  for 
a  third  reading. 

Sec.  28.  No  bill  shall  become  a  Law 
unless  it  be  passed  in  each  House  by  a 
majority  of  the  whole  number  of  members 
elected,  and  on  its  final  passage,  the  yeas 
and  nays  be  recorded;  nor  shall  any  Resolu- 
tion, requiring  the  action  of  both  Houses, 
be  passed  except  in  the  same  manner. 


Sec.  33.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not 
pass   local,  or  special   Laws,   in  any  of   the 
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lie  laws  except  general  laws  which  in  their 
terms  and  effects  apply  throughout  the  State. 
No  county  shall  be  exempt  from  a  public 
general  law.  The  limitation  of  this  section 
that  the  General  Assembly  shall  enact  only 
public  general  laws  shall  not  apply  to  laws 
(1)  pertaining  to  appropriations;  (2)  pro- 
viding for  or  regulating  the  powers  of 
departments,  agencies,  or  instrumentalities  of 
the  State  which  perform  a  state  and  not  a  lo- 
cal function;  (3)  pertaining  to  public  educa- 
tion; (4)  pertaining  to  multi-county  govern- 
mental units;  (5)  providing  for  the 
establishment,  merger,  or  dissolution  of  coun- 
ties or  for  the  alteration  of  their  boundaries; 

(6)  granting,  limiting,  or  withdrawing  the 
taxing   powers   of  a   county   or   counties;    or 

(7)  empowering  a  county  or  counties,  sub- 
ject to  any  standards  that  the  General  As- 
sembly may  provide  by  law,  to  exercise  any 
power  or  perform  any  function  denied  to 
other  counties.  This  section  shall  not  be 
construed  to  limit  any  power  of  the  General 
Assembly,  otherwise  existing  imder  this  Con- 
stitution, to  enact  special  laws,  except  that  a 
special  law  shall  not  be  enacted  for  any  situa- 
tion for  which  an  existing  general  law  is  ap- 
plicable. 
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following  enumerated  cases,  viz.:  For  ex- 
tending the  time  for  the  collection  of  taxes; 
granting  divorces;  changing  the  name  of 
any  person;  providing  for  the  sale  of  real 
estate,  belonging  to  minors,  or  other  persons 
laboring  under  legal  disabilities,  by  execu- 
tors, administrators,  guardians  or  trustees; 
giving  effect  to  informal,  or  invalid  deeds 
or  wills;  refunding  money  paid  into  the 
State  Treasury,  or  releasing  persons  from 
their  debts,  or  obligations  to  the  State, 
unless  recommended  by  the  Governor,  or 
officers  of  the  Treasury  Department.  And 
the  General  Assembly  shall  pass  no  special 
Law,  for  any  case,  for  which  provision  has 
been  made,  by  an  existing  General  Law. 
The  General  Assembly,  at  its  first  Session 
after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution, 
shall  pass  General  Laws,  providing  for  the 
cases  enumerated  in  this  section,  which  are 
not  already  adequately  provided  for,  and 
for  all  other  cases,  where  a  General  Law 
can  be  made  applicable. 

See  Art.  Ill,  Sec.  61  at  Section  1.16  for 
the  power  of  the  General  Assembly  by  pub- 
lic local  law  to  empower  Baltimore  City  to 
carry   out   urban   renewal  projects. 

See  Art.  XI-B,  Sec.  1  and  Sec.  2,  at  Section 
1.16  for  the  power  of  the  General  Assembly 
by  public  local  law  to  authorize  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  to  acquire 
and  sell  land  for  land  development. 

See  Art.  XI-C,  Sec.  1  and  Sec.  2  at  Sec- 
tion 1.16  for  the  power  of  the  General 
Assembly  by  public  local  law  to  authorize 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
to   acquire   land  for  offstreet  parking. 

See  Art.  XI-D,  Sec.  1  and  Sec.  2  at  Sec- 
tion 1.16  for  the  power  of  the  General  As- 
sembly by  public  local  law  to  authorize  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  to 
acquire   land  for  port   development. 

Art.  XI-F,  sec.  4.  Except  as  otherwise 
provided  in  this  Article,  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  not  enact,  amend,  or  repeal 
a  public  local  law  which  is  special  or  local 
in  its  terms  or  effect  within  a  code  county. 
The  General  Assembly  may  enact,  amend, 
or  repeal  public  local  laws  applicable  to 
code  counties  only  by  general  enactments 
which  in  term  and  effect  apply  alike  to  all 
code  counties  in  one  or  more  of  the  classes 
provided   for   in    Section    5   of   this   Article. 

Sec.  5.  The  General  Assembly,  by  Law, 
shall  classify  all  code  counties  by  grouping 
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Section  3.23.     Effective  Date  of  Laws. 

Each  law  passed  by  the  General  Assembly 
shall  take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  July  after 
passage  unless  another  date  is  prescribed  in 
the  law. 

Post  Audit 

Section  3.24.     Post  Audit. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by 
law  for  post  audit  of  state  finances  by  an 
agency  of  the  General  Assembly.  The  princi- 
pal officer  of  the  agency  shall  be  elected  by 
and  be  responsible  to  the  General  Assembly. 


them  into  not  more  than  four  classes  based 
either  upon  population  as  determined  in 
the  most  recent  Federal  or  State  census 
or  upon  such  other  criteria  as  determined 
by  the  General  Assembly  to  be  appropriate. 
Not  more  than  one  such  grouping  of  code 
counties  into  four  (or  fewer)  classes  may 
be  in  effect  at  any  one  time,  and  the  enact- 
ment of  any  grouping  of  code  counties  into 
four  (or  fewer)  classes  repeals  any  other 
such  grouping  then  in  effect.  Code  counties 
may  be  classified  only  as  provided  in  this 
section. 

Sec.  31.  No  Law  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  shall  take  effect,  until  the  first 
day  of  June,  next  after  the  Session,  at 
which  it  may  be  passed,  unless  it  be  other- 
wise expressly  declared  therein. 


Article  XV,  section  1.  Every  person 
holding  any  office  created  by,  or  existing 
under  the  Constitution,  or  Laws  of  the 
State  (except  Justices  of  the  Peace,  Con- 
stables and  Coroners),  or  holding  any 
appointment  under  any  Court  of  this  State, 
whose  pay,  or  compensation  is  derived 
from  fees,  or  moneys  coming  into  his  hands 
for  the  discharge  of  his  official  duties,  or,  in 
any  way,  growing  out  of,  or  connected  with 
his  office,  shall  keep  a  book  in  which  shall 
be  entered  every  sum,  or  sums  of  money, 
received  by  him,  or  on  his  account,  as  a 
payment  or  compensation  for  his  perform- 
ance of  official  duties,  a  copy  of  which 
entries  in  said  book,  verified  by  the  oath 
of  the  officer,  by  whom  it  is  directed  to  be 
kept,  shall  be  returned  yearly  to  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  State  for  his  inspection,  and 
that  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State, 
to  which  the  Comptroller  shall,  at  each 
regular  session  thereof,  make  a  report  show- 
ing what  officers  have  complied  with  this 
Section;  and  each  of  the  said  officers,  when 
the  amount  received  by  him  for  the  year 
shall  exceed  the  sum  which  he  is  by  Law 
entitled  to  retain,  as  his  salary,  or  com- 
pensation for  the  discharge  of  his  duties, 
and  for  the  expenses  of  his  office,  shall 
yearly  pay  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the 
State  the  amount  of  such  excess,  subject  to 
such  disposition  thereof  as  the  General  As- 
sembly may  direct;  if  any  of  such  officers 
shall  fail  to  comply  with  the  requisitions  of 
this  Section  for  the  period  of  thirty  days 
after  the  expiration  of  each  and  every  year 
of   his   office,   such   officer   shall   be   deemed 
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ARTICLE  4.     EXECUTIVE  BRANCH 

Section  4.01.     Executive  Power. 

The  executive  power  of  the  State  shall  be 
vested  in  the  governor,  who  shall  faithfully 
execute  the  laws. 


Governor  and  Lieutenant  Governor 

Section  4.02.     Qualifications  of  Governor. 

The  governor  shall  have  attained  the  age 
of  thirty  years  at  the  time  of  his  election  and 
shall  have  been  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State 
for  at  least  five  years  immediately  preceding 
his  election.  No  person  elected  governor  for 
two  full  consecutive  terras  shall  be  eligible  to 
hold  that  office  again  until  one  full  term  has 
intervened. 


Section  4.03.    Office  of  Lieutenant  Governor. 

There  shall  be  a  lieutenant  governor,  who 
shall  have  only  the  duties  delegated  to  him 
by  the  governor.  No  power  specifically  vested 
in  the  governor  by  this  Constitution  shall  be 
delegated  to  the  lieutenant  governor  pur- 
suant to  this  section. 

Section    4.04.     Qualifications    of    Lieutenant 
Governor. 

The    lieutenant    governor    shall    have    at- 
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to  have  vacated  his  office,  and  the  Gover- 
nor shall  declare  the  same  vacant,  and  the 
vacancy  therein  shall  be  filled  as  in  case 
of  vacancy  for  any  other  cause,  and  such 
officer  shall  be  subject  to  suit  by  the  State 
for  the  amount  that  ought  to  be  paid  into 
the  Treasury. 


See  Art.  8,  Declaration  of  Rights,  at  Section 
3.01    for  separation   of  powers. 

ARTICLE  II. 
EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENT 

Section    1.    The   executive   power  of   the 
State  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor,  .... 

Sec.  9.    He  shall  take  care  that  the  Laws 
are  faithfully  executed. 


Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  34.  That  a 
long  continuance  in  the  Executive  Depart- 
ments of  power  or  trust  is  dangerous  to 
liberty;  a  rotation  therefore,  in  those  De- 
partments is  one  of  the  best  securities  of 
permanent  freedom. 

Art.  II,  section  1.  ...  and  a  person  who 
has  served  two  consecutive  popular  elective 
terms  of  office  as  Governor  shall  be  in- 
eligible to  succeed  himself  as  Governor  for 
the  term  immediately  following  the  second 
of  said  two  consecutive  popular  elective 
terms. 

Sec.  5.  A  person  to  be  eligible  to  the 
office  of  Governor,  must  have  attained  the 
age  of  thirty  years,  and  must  have  been 
for  ten  years  a  citizen  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  for  five  years  next  preceding 
his  election,  a  resident  of  the  State,  and, 
at  the  time  of  his  election,  a  qualified  voter 
therein. 
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tained  the  age  of  thirty  years  at  the  time  of 
his  election  or  appointment  and  shall  have 
been  a  qualified  voter  in  the  State  for  at  least 
five  years  immediately  preceding  his  election 
or  appointment.  No  person  elected  governor 
shall  be  eligible  thereafter  to  hold  the  office 
of  lieutenant  governor. 

Section     4.05.     Election     of     Governor    and 
Lieutenant  Governor. 

The  governor  shall  be  elected  by  the  voters 
of  the  State  for  a  term  beginning  on  the  first 
Wednesday  in  January  following  his  election 
and  ending  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  Janu- 
ary in  the  fourth  year  thereafter,  and  shall 
serve  until  a  person  has  qualified  to  become 
governor  or  to  serve  as  acting  governor.  If 
the  first  Wednesday  in  January  is  a  legal 
holiday  the  term  shall  begin  on  the  next 
day.  In  the  general  election,  each  candidate 
for  lieutenant  governor  shall  be  listed  on  the 
ballot  with  a  candidate  for  governor,  so  that 
a  vote  cast  for  governor  shall  be  considered 
as  also  cast  for  the  lieutenant  governor  listed 
on  the  ballot  with  the  candidate  for  gover- 
nor. The  election  of  a  governor  shall 
constitute  the  election  for  the  same  term  of 
the  lieutenant  governor  who  was  listed  on 
the  ballot  with  him. 


Gubernatorial  Succession 

Section    4.06.     Failure   of   Governor-Elect   to 
Take  Office. 

If  the  governor-elect  is  disqualified,  resigns, 
or  dies,  the  lieutenant  governor-elect  shall 
become  governor  for  the  full  term.  If  the 
governor-elect  fails  to  assume  office  for  any 
other  reason,  the  newly  elected  lieutenant 
governor  shall  become  lieutenant  governor 
and  shall  serve  as  acting  governor  until  the 
governor-elect  assumes  office  or  until  the 
office  becomes  vacant. 


Section  1.  .  .  .  [Governor]  whose  term 
of  office  shall  commence  on  the  fourth 
Wednesday  of  January  next  ensuing  his 
election,  and  continue  for  four  years,  and 
until  his  successor  shall  have  qualified;  .... 

Sec.  2.  An  election  for  Governor,  under 
this  Constitution,  shall  be  held  on  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  of 
November,  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred 
and  fifty-eight,  and  on  the  same  day  and 
month  in  every  fourth  year  thereafter,  at 
the  places  of  voting  for  Delegates  to  the 
General  Assembly;  and  every  person  quali- 
fied to  vote  for  Delegates,  shall  be  qualified 
and  entitled  to  vote  for  Governor;  the 
election  to  be  held  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  election  of  Delegates,  and  the  re- 
turns thereof,  under  seal,  to  be  addressed 
to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
and  enclosed  and  transmitted  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  State,  and  delivered  to  said  Speaker, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  next  ensuing  said  elec- 
tion. 

Sec.  3.  The  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Delegates  shall  then  open  the  said  Returns, 
in  the  presence  of  both  Houses;  and  the 
person  having  the  highest  number  of  votes, 
and  being  constitutionally  eligible,  shall  be 
the  Governor,  and  shall  qualify,  in  the 
manner  herein  prescribed,  on  the  fourth 
Wednesday  of  January  next  ensuing  his 
election,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  may  be 
practicable. 
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Section  4.07.     Lieutenant  Governor  as  Acting 
Governor. 

The  lieutenant  governor  shall  serve  as  act- 
ing governor  when  notified  in  writing  by  the 
governor  that  the  governor  will  be  temporar- 
ily unable  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  oflfice. 
The  lieutenant  governor  also  shall  serve  as 
acting  governor  when  the  governor  is  dis- 
abled but  is  unable  to  communicate  to  the 
lieutenant  governor  the  fact  of  his  inability 
to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office.  In  either 
event  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  serve  as 
acting  governor  until  notified  in  writing  by 
the  governor  that  he  is  able  to  resume  the 
duties  of  his  office  or  until  the  office  becomes 
vacant. 

Section  4.08.    Vacancy  by  Reason  of  Disabili- 
ty- 

The  General  Assembly,  by  the  affirmative 
vote  of  three-fifths  of  all  its  members  in  joint 
session,  may  adopt  a  resolution  declaring 
that  the  governor  or  lieutenant  governor  is 
unable  by  reason  of  physical  or  mental  disa- 
bility to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office.  The 
resolution,  if  adopted,  shall  be  delivered  to 
the  Court  of  Appeals,  which  then  shall  have 
exclusive  jurisdiction  to  determine  whether 
that  officer  is  unable  by  reason  of  the  disabil- 
ity to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office.  If  the 
Court  of  Appeals  determines  that  such  officer 
is  unable  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office 
by  reason  of  a  disability,  the  office  shall  be 
vacant.  If  the  General  Assembly  and  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  acting  in  the  same  manner 
as  described  above,  determine  that  the  gover- 
nor-elect or  lieutenant  governor-elect  is  un- 
able by  reason  of  physical  or  mental  disabili- 
ty to  perform  the  duties  of  the  office  to 
which  he  has  been  elected,  he  shall  be  dis- 
qualified to  assume  office. 

Section  4.09.     Succession  to  Offices  of  Gover- 
nor  and   Lieutenant  Governor. 

When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  office  of 
governor,  the  lieutenant  governor  shall  suc- 
ceed to  that  office  for  the  remainder  of  the 
term.  When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  the  office 
of  lieutenant  governor,  the  governor  shall 
nominate  a  person  who  shall  succeed  to  that 
office  upon  confirmation  by  the  affirmative 
vote  of  a  majority  of  all  members  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  in  joint  session.  If  vacancies 
in  the  offices  of  governor  and  lieutenant 
governor  exist  at  the  same  time  during  the 
first  year  of  their  term,  the  offices  shall  be 
filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term  at  the 
next  general   election   and   the  president   of 
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Sec.  6.  In  case  of  the  death,  resignation, 
removal  from  the  State,  or  other  disquali- 
fication of  the  Governor,  the  General 
Assembly,  if  in  session  with  a  quorum 
present,  or  if  not,  at  its  next  session  with 
a  quorum  present,  shall  elect  some  other 
qualified  person  to  be  Governor  for  the 
residue  of  the  term  for  which  the  said 
Governor  had  been  elected. 

Sec.  7.  In  case  of  any  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  Governor,  and  until  the  General 
Assembly  meets  in  session  with  a  quorum 
present  and  elects  a  Governor  as  provided 
for  in  Section  6,  the  President  of  the  Senate, 
at  the  time  such  vacancy  occurred,  shall 
discharge   the   duties  of  said   office;   and   in 
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the  Senate  shall  serve  as  acting  governor  until 
the  newly  elected  governor  has  qualified.  If 
vacancies  in  the  offices  of  governor  and  lieu- 
tenant governor  exist  at  the  same  time  after 
the  first  year  of  their  term,  the  president  of 
the  Senate  shall  succeed  to  the  office  of  gov- 
ernor for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  If  a 
vacancy  exists  in  the  office  of  lieutenant 
governor,  at  a  time  when  the  lieutenant  gov- 
ernor is  authorized  to  serve  as  acting  gover- 
nor, the  president  of  the  Senate  shall  serve 
as  acting  governor.  If  there  is  a  vacancy  in 
the  office  of  the  president  of  the  Senate  at 
a  time  when  he  is  authorized  to  succeed  to 
the  office  of  governor  or  is  authorized  to  serve 
as  acting  governor,  the  Senate  shall  convene 
and  fill  the  vacancy. 


Section  4.10.     Powers  and  Duties  of  Succes- 
sor. 

When  the  lieutenant  governor  or  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  succeeds  to  the  office  of 
governor,  he  shall  have  the  title,  powers,  du- 
ties, and  emoluments  of  that  office;  but  when 
the  lieutenant  governor  or  the  president  of 
the  Senate  serves  as  acting  governor,  he  shall 
have  only  the  powers  and  duties  of  that  of- 
fice. When  the  president  of  the  Senate  serves 
as  acting  governor,  he  shall  continue  to  be 
president  of  the  Senate,  but  his  duties  as 
president  shall  be  performed  by  such  other 
person  as  the  Senate  shall  select. 

Section  4.11.     Adjudication  of  Disputes. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  have  original 
and  exclusive  jurisdiction  to  adjudicate  dis- 


ease there  be  no  President  of  the  Senate  or 
in  the  case  of  his  refusal  to  serve,  and 
in  the  case  of  his  death,  resignation,  removal 
from  the  State,  or  other  disqualification 
while  discharging  the  duties  of  said  office 
of  Governor,  then  the  duties  of  said  office 
shall,  in  like  manner  and  for  the  same 
interval,  devolve  upon  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Delegates,  at  the  time  such  vacancy 
occurred;  and  in  case  there  be  no  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Delegates  or  in  the  case 
of  his  refusal  to  serve,  and  in  the  case 
of  his  death,  resignation,  removal  from  the 
State,  or  other  disqualification  while  dis- 
charging the  duties  of  said  office  of  Gov- 
ernor, then  the  duties  of  said  office  shall, 
in  like  manner  and  for  the  same  interval, 
devolve  upon  the  Comptroller  of  the  State, 
at  the  time  such  vacancy  occurred;  and  in 
case  there  be  no  Comptroller  of  the  State, 
or  in  the  case  of  his  refusal  to  serve,  and 
in  the  case  of  his  death,  resignation,  re- 
moval from  the  State  or  other  disqualifica- 
tion while  discharging  the  duties  of  said 
office  of  Governor,  then  the  duties  of  said 
office  shall,  in  like  manner  and  for  the 
same  interval,  devolve  upon  the  Attorney 
General  of  the  State,  at  the  time  such 
vacancy  occurred.  And  the  Legislature  may 
provide  by  Law,  for  the  impeachment  of  the 
Governor;  and  in  case  of  his  conviction, 
or  his  inability,  may  declare  what  person 
shall  perform  the  Executive  duties;  and  for 
any  vacancy  in  said  office  not  herein  pro- 
vided for,  provision  may  be  made  by  Law; 
and  if  such  vacancy  should  occur  without 
such  provision  being  made,  the  Legislature 
shall  be  convened  by  the  Secretary  of  State, 
for    the    purpose    of    filling    said    vacancy. 

See  Art.  II,  sec.  7  at  Section  4.09  for 
powers  and  duties  of  successor. 
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putes  or  questions  arising  from  the  failure  of 
the  governor-elect  to  take  office,  or  the 
service  of  the  lieutenant  governor  or  presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  as  acting  governor,  or  the 
creation  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  gover- 
nor or  lieutenant  governor  by  reason  of  disa- 
bility, or  the  succession  to  the  office  of 
governor  or  lieutenant  governor,  or  the  exer- 
cise of  the  powers  and  duties  of  a  successor 
to  the  office  of  governor. 

Legislative  Responsibilities  of  Governor 

Section  4.12.     Messages  to  General  Assembly. 

The  governor  from  time  to  time  shall  in- 
form the  General  Assembly  of  the  conditions 
of  the  State  and  recommend  such  measures  as 
he  considers  necessary  or  desirable. 

Section  4.13.     Veto  Power. 

The  governor  may  veto  any  bill  passed  by 
the  General  Assembly  except  a  budget  bill  or 
a  bill  proposing  an  amendment  to  this  Con- 
stitution. 


Section  4.14.     Item  Veto. 

The  governor  may  reduce  or  strike  out  any 
item  in  a  supplementary  appropriation  bill. 
Each  item  or  portion  of  an  item  not  disap- 
proved shall  become  law,  and  each  item  or 
portion  of  an  item  disapproved  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  procedure  as  a  bill  vetoed 
by  the  governor. 


Section  4.15.     Action  on  Bills  by  the  Gover- 
nor. 

A  bill  subject  to  veto  shall  become  law  if 
the  governor  signs  or  fails  to  veto  it  within 
twenty  days  after  presentation,  if  the  General 
Assembly  is  in  session.  If  the  General  Assem- 
bly has  adjourned  sine  die  before  the  bill  be- 
comes law,  the  bill  shall  become  law  if  the 
governor  signs  or  fails  to  veto  it  within  thir- 
ty days  after  presentation. 


Section  4.16.     Return  of  Vetoed  Bills. 

If    the   governor    vetoes   a    bill    while    the 


Sec.  19.  He  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
inform  the  Legislature  of  the  conditions  of 
the  State  and  recommend  to  their  con- 
sideration such  measures  as  he  may  judge 
necessary  and  expedient. 

Sec.  17.  To  guard  against  hasty  or 
partial  legislation  and  encroachments  of 
the  Legislative  Department  upon  the  co- 
ordinate Executive  and  Judicial  Depart- 
ments, every  Bill  which  shall  have  passed 
the  House  of  Delegates,  and  the  Senate 
shall,  before  it  becomes  a  law,  be  presented 
to  the  Governor  of  the  State;  if  he  approve 
he  shall  sign  it,  ,  .  ,  , 

Sec.  17.  .  .  .  The  Governor  shall  have 
power  to  disapprove  of  any  item  or  items 
of  any  Bills  making  appropriations  of 
money  embracing  distinct  items,  and  the 
part  or  parts  of  the  Bill  approved  shall  be 
the  law,  and  the  item  or  items  of  appro- 
priations disapproved  shall  be  void  unless 
repassed  according  to  the  rules  or  limita- 
tions prescribed  for  the  passage  of  other 
Bills  over  the  Executive  veto. 

Sec.  17.  .  .  ,  If  any  Bill  shall  not  be 
returned  by  the  Governor  within  six  days 
(Sundays  excepted),  after  it  shall  have  been 
presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  Law 
in  like  manner  as  if  he  signed  it,  unless 
the  General  Assembly  shall,  by  adjourn- 
ment, prevent  its  return,  in  which  case  it 
shall  not  be  a  Law.  .  .  . 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  30.  Every  bill,  when  passed 
by  the  General  Assembly,  and  sealed  with 
the  Great  Seal,  shall  be  presented  to  the 
Governor,  who,  if  he  approves  it,  shall  sign 
the  same  in  the  presence  of  the  presiding 
officers  and  Chief  Clerks  of  the  Senate  and 
House  of  Delegates.  .  .  . 

Art.  II,  sec.  17.  ...  but  if  not  he  shall 
return  it  with  his  objections   to  the   House 
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General  Assembly  is  in  session,  he  shall  return 
it  promptly  to  the  General  Assembly.  If  the 
governor  vetoes  a  bill  after  the  General  As- 
sembly has  adjourned  sine  die,  he  shall  re- 
turn it  promptly  either  to  the  next  regular 
session  of  the  same  General  Assembly  or  to  a 
special  session  of  the  same  General  Assembly 
convened  for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering 
bills  that  have  been  vetoed.  A  bill  shall  be- 
come law  if  passed  over  the  veto  by  the 
affirmative  vote  of  three-fifths  of  all  the 
members  of  each  house.  The  law  shall  take 
effect  on  the  first  day  of  July  after  passage, 
unless  another  effective  date  after  passage  is 
established  by  joint  resolution  of  the  General 
Assembly. 


Attorney  General 

Section  4.17.     Office  of  Attorney  General. 

The  attorney  general  shall  be  the  chief  le- 
gal officer  of  the  State.  He  shall  represent  the 
State  in  all  criminal  cases  in  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court, 
and  the  courts  of  the  United  States,  and 
shall  represent  the  State  in  all  civil  cases  or 
proceedings  in  which  the  State  is  a  party  or 
may  be  interested.  He  shall  have  those  other 
powers  and  duties  with  respect  to  criminal 
and  civil  cases  or  proceedings,  and  with  re- 
spect to  his  responsibilities  as  chief  legal 
officer  of  the  State,  that  the  General  Assem- 
bly may  prescribe  by  law.  Upon  request,  he 
shall  give  his  opinion  on  any  legal  matter  to 
cither  house  of  the  General  Assembly  or  to 
its  presiding  officer,  or  to  the  governor,  or  to 
any  other  officer,  agency,  or  department  of 
the  Slate.  The  attorney  general  may  appoint, 
to  serve  at  his  pleasure,  the  number  of  depu- 


in  which  it  originated,  which  House  shall 
enter  the  objections  at  large  on  its  Journal 
and  proceed  to  reconsider  the  Bill;  if,  after 
such  reconsideration,  three-fifths  of  the 
members  elected  to  that  House  shall  pass 
the  Bill,  it  shall  be  sent  with  the  objections 
to  the  other  House,  by  which  it  shall  like- 
wise be  reconsidered,  and  if  it  pass  by 
three-fifths  of  the  members  elected  to  that 
House  it  shall  become  a  Law;  but  in  all 
such  cases  the  votes  of  both  Houses  shall 
be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the 
names  of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against 
the  Bill  shall  be  entered  on  the  Journal 
of  each  House  respectively.  .  .  . 

Any  bill  which  is  vetoed  by  the  Governor 
following  the  adjournment  of  the  General 
Assembly,  or  any  bill  which  fails  to  become 
a  law  by  reason  of  not  having  been  signed 
by  the  Governor  following  the  adjournment 
of  the  General  Assembly,  shall  be  returned 
to  the  House  in  which  it  originated,  im- 
mediately after  said  House  shall  have 
organized  at  the  next  regular  or  special 
session  of  the  General  Assembly.  Said  bill 
may  then  be  reconsidered  according  to  the 
procedure  specified  hereinabove.  If  the  bill 
is  passed  over  the  veto  of  the  Governor, 
it  shall  take  effect  on  June  1  following, 
unless  the  bill  is  an  emergency  measure  to 
take  efTect  when  passed.  No  such  vetoed 
bill  shall  be  returned  to  the  Legislature 
when  a  new  General  Assembly  of  Maryland 
has  been  elected  and  sworn  since  the 
passage  of  the  vetoed  bill.  .  .  . 


Art.  V,  sec.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  Attorney  General  to  prosecute  and  de- 
fend on  the  part  of  the  State  all  cases, 
which  at  the  time  of  his  appointment  and 
qualification  and  which  thereafter  may  be 
depending  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  the 
intermediate  courts  of  appeal,  or  in  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  by  or 
against  the  State,  or  wherein  the  State  may 
be  interested;  and  he  shall  give  his  opinion 
in  writing  whenever  required  by  the  General 
Assembly  or  either  Branch  thereof,  the 
Governor,  the  Comptroller,  the  Treasurer, 
or  any  State's  Attorney,  on  any  legal  matter 
or  subject  depending  before  them,  or  either 
of  them;  and  when  required  by  the  Governor 
or  General  Assembly,  he  shall  aid  any 
State's  Attorney  in  prosecuting  any  suit  or 
action  brought  by  the  State  in  any  Court 
of   this  State,   and   he   shall   commence   and 


56 


COMPARISON  OF  CONSTITUTIONS 


PROPOSED  CONSTITUTION  OF    1968 


ties  or  assistants  that  the  General  Assembly 
may  prescribe  by  law. 


CONSTITUTION    OF    1867 


Section  4.18.     Qualifications. 

The  attorney  general  shall  have  been  a 
qualified  voter  in  the  State  and  have  been 
authorized  to  practice  law  in  the  State  for  at 
least  five  years  immediately  preceding  his 
election  or  appointment. 


Section  4.19.     Election. 

The  attorney  general  shall  be  elected  by 
the  voters  of  the  State  for  a  term  beginning 
on  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  following 
his  election  and  ending  on  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  January  in  the  fourth  year  thereafter, 
and  shall  serve  until  his  successor  has  quali- 
fied. If  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  is  a 
legal  holiday  the  term  shall  begin  on  the 
next  day.  If  the  office  becomes  vacant  the 
governor  shall  appoint,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  a  person  to  the  office 
for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 


Comptroller 

Section  4.20.     Office  of  Comptroller. 

The  comptroller  shall  grant,  under  regula- 
tions prescribed  by  the  General  Assembly  by 
law,  all  warrants  for  money  to  be  paid  out 
of  the  treasury  of  the  State  pursuant  to  ap- 
propriations by  law.  He  shall  also  perform 
other  duties  relating  to  the  payment  of  mon- 
ey of  the  State  as  prescribed  by  law.  The 
comptroller  shall  not  be  the  head  of  the 
finance  department  or  of  any  other  principal 
department  of  the  executive  branch.  The 
comptroller  shall  give  such  bond  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law. 


prosecute  or  defend  any  suit  or  action  in 
any  of  said  Courts,  on  the  part  of  the  State, 
which  the  General  Assembly,  or  the  Gover- 
nor, acting  according  to  law,  shall  direct  to 
be  commenced,  prosecuted  or  defended,  and 
he  shall  have  and  perform  such  other  duties 
and  shall  appoint  such  number  of  deputies 
or  assistants  as  the  General  Assembly  may 
from  time  to  time  by  law  prescribe:   .... 

Art.  V,  sec.  4.  No  person  shall  be 
eligible  to  the  office  of  Attorney  General, 
who  is  not  a  citizen  of  this  State,  and  a 
qualified  voter  therein,  and  has  not  resided 
and  practiced  Law  in  this  State  for  at  least 
ten  years. 

ATTORNEY  GENERAL  AND 
STATE'S   ATTORNEYS. 

Attorney  General. 
Section  1.  There  shall  be  an  Attorney 
General  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of 
the  State,  on  general  ticket,  on  the  Tuesday 
next  after  the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of 
November,  nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight, 
and  on  the  same  day,  in  every  fourth  year 
thereafter,  who  shall  hold  his  office  for  four 
years  from  the  time  of  his  election  and 
qualification,  and  until  his  successor  is 
elected  and  qualified,  and  shall  be  re-eligible 
thereto,  and  shall  be  subject  to  removal  for 
incompetency,  willful  neglect  of  duty  or 
misdemeanor  in  office,  on  conviction  in  a 
Court  of  Law. 

Sec.  5.  In  case  of  vacancy  in  the  office 
of  Attorney  General,  occasioned  by  death, 
resignation,  removal  from  the  State,  or  from 
office,  or  other  disqualification,  the  said 
vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  Governor,  for 
the  residue  of  the  term  thus  made  vacant. 


See    Art.    VI,   Sec.    1    at   Section    4.22    for 
election  of  Comptroller. 

Art.  VI,  sec.  1.  ...  The  Comptroller 
and  the  Treasurer  shall  keep  their  offices 
at  the  seat  of  government,  and  shall  take 
such  oath,  and  enter  into  such  bonds  for 
the  faithful  discharge  of  their  duties  as  are 
now,  or  may  hereafter  be  prescribed  by 
Law. 

Sec.  2.  The  Comptroller  shall  have  the 
general  superintendence  of  the  fiscal  affairs 
of  the  State;  he  shall  digest  and  prepare 
plans  for  the  improvement  and  management 
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Section  4.21.     Qualifications. 

The  comptroller  shall  have  attained  the 
age  of  thirty  years  at  the  time  of  his  election 
or  appointment  and  shall  have  been  a  quali- 
fied voter  in  the  State  for  at  least  five  years 
immediately  preceding  his  election  or  ap- 
pointment. 


Section  4.22.     Election. 

The  comptroller  shall  be  elected  by  the 
voters  of  the  State  for  a  term  beginning  on 
the  first  Wednesday  in  January  following  his 
election  and  ending  on  the  first  Wednesday 
in  January  in  the  fourth  year  thereafter,  and 
shall  serve  until  his  successor  has  qualified. 
If  the  first  Wednesday  in  January  is  a  legal 
holiday  the  term  shall  begin  on  the  next 
day.  If  the  office  becomes  vacant  the  gover- 
nor shall  appoint,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  a  person  to  the  office 
for  the  remainder  of  the  term. 


of  the  revenue,  and  for  the  support  of  the 
public  credit;  prepare  and  report  estimates 
of  the  revenue  and  expenditures  of  the 
State;  superintend  and  enforce  the  prompt 
collection  of  all  taxes  and  revenue;  adjust 
and  settle,  on  terms  prescribed  by  Law,  with 
delinquent  collectors  and  receivers  of  taxes 
and  State  revenue;  preserve  all  public 
accounts;  and  decide  on  the  forms  of  keep- 
ing and  stating  accounts.  He,  or  such  of  his 
deputies  as  may  be  authorized  to  do  so  by 
the  Legislature,  shall  grant,  under  regula- 
tions prescribed  by  Law,  all  warrants  for 
money  to  be  paid  out  of  the  Treasury,  in 
pursuance  of  appropriations  by  Law,  and 
countersign  all  checks  drawn  by  the  Treas- 
urer upon  any  bank  or  banks  in  which  the 
moneys  of  the  State,  may,  from  time  to  time, 
be  deposited.  He  shall  prescribe  the  for- 
malities of  the  transfer  of  stock,  or  other 
evidence  of  the  State  debt,  and  countersign 
the  same,  without  which  such  evidence  shall 
not  be  valid;  he  shall  make  to  the  General 
Assembly  full  reports  of  all  his  proceedings, 
and  of  the  state  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment within  ten  days  after  the  commence- 
ment of  each  session;  and  perform  such 
other  duties  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  Law. 


ARTICLE  VI. 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT 

Section  \.  There  shall  be  a  Treasury 
Department,  consisting  of  a  Comptroller 
chosen  by  the  qualified  electors  of  the  State, 
at  each  general  election  at  which  the 
Governor  is  chosen,  who  shall  receive  such 
salary  as  may  be  fixed  by  Law;  and  a 
Treasurer,  to  be  appointed  by  the  two 
Houses  of  the  Legislature,  at  each  regular 
session  thereof,  in  which  begins  the  term 
of  the  Governor,  on  joint  ballot,  who  shall 
receive  such  salary  as  may  be  fixed  by 
Law;  and  the  terms  of  office  of  the  said 
Comptroller  and  Treasurer  shall  be  for  four 
years,  and  until  their  successors  shall 
qualify;  and  neither  of  the  said  officers  shall 
be  allowed,  or  receive  any  fees,  commis- 
sions or  perquisites  of  any  kind  in  addition 
to  his  salary  for  the  performance  of  any 
duty  or  services   whatsoever.    In   case  of  a 
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Tie  Votes  and  Salaries 

Section  4.23.     Tie  Votes. 

If  at  any  general  election  two  or  more  can- 
didates for  governor,  for  attorney  general,  or 
for  comptroller  shall  have  the  highest  and  an 
equal  number  of  votes  for  the  same  office, 
one  of  them  shall  be  elected  to  that  office  by 
the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly  in  joint  session. 
The  election  shall  be  the  first  order  of  busi- 
ness after  the  organization  of  each  house. 
The  election  of  a  governor  shall  constitute 
the  election  for  the  same  term  of  the  lieuten- 
ant governor  who  was  listed  on  the  ballot 
with  him  at  the  general  election. 


Section  4.24.     Salaries. 

The  salary  of  the  governor,  of  the  lieuten- 
ant governor,  of  the  attorney  general,  and  of 


vacancy  in  either  of  the  offices  by  death  or 
otherwise,  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall  fill 
such  vacancy  by  appointment,  to  continue 
until  another  election  or  a  choice  by  the 
Legislature,  as  the  case  may  be,  and  until 
the  qualification  of  the  successor.  .  .  . 

Sec.  5.  The  Comptroller  shall  qualify, 
and  enter  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  on  the 
third  Monday  of  January  next  succeeding 
the  time  of  his  election,  or  as  soon  there- 
after as  practicable.  .  .  , 


Art.  II,  sec.  4.  If  two  or  more  persons 
shall  have  the  highest  and  an  equal  number 
of  votes  for  Governor,  one  of  them  shall  be 
chosen  Governor  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Delegates;  and  all  questions  in  relation 
to  the  eligibility  of  Governor,  and  to  the 
Returns  of  said  election,  and  to  the  num- 
ber and  legality  of  votes  therein  given, 
shall  be  determined  by  the  House  of  Dele- 
gates; and  if  the  person,  or  persons,  having 
the  highest  number  of  votes,  be  ineligible, 
the  Governor  shall  be  chosen  by  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Delegates.  Every  election  of 
Governor  by  the  General  Assembly  shall  be 
determined  by  a  joint  majority  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Delegates;  and  the  \'Ote  shall 
be  taken  viva  voce.  But  if  two  or  more 
persons  shall  have  the  highest  and  an  equal 
number  of  votes,  then,  a  second  vote  shall 
be  taken,  which  shall  be  confined  to  the 
persons  having  an  equal  number;  and  if 
the  vote  should  again  be  equal,  then  the 
election  of  Governor  shall  be  determined 
by  lot  between  those,  who  shall  have  the 
highest  and  an  equal  number  on  the  first 
vote. 

Art.  V,  sec.  2.  All  elections  for  Attorney 
General  shall  be  certified  to,  and  returns 
made  thereof  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Circuit 
Courts  for  the  several  counties,  and  the 
Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Baltimore 
City,  to  the  Governor  of  the  State,  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  decide  on  the  election 
and  qualification  of  the  person  returned; 
and  in  case  of  a  tie  between  two  or  more 
persons,  to  designate  which  of  said  persons 
shall  qualify  as  Attorney  General,  and  to 
administer  the  oath  of  office  to  the  person 
elected. 

Art.  II,  sec.  21.  The  Governor  shall 
reside  at  the  seat  of  government,  and,  from 
and   after   the   fourth   Wednesday   in   Janu- 
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and  shall  neither  be  increased  nor  decreased 
during  the  term  for  which  each  was  elected. 


Administrative  Organization 

Section  4.25.     Board  of  Review. 

There  shall  be  a  Board  of  Review  in  the 
executive  branch.  The  Board  shall  consist  of 
the  governor,  an  officer  in  the  executive 
branch  designated  by  the  governor,  and  the 
comptroller.  The  Board  shall  act  by  majority 
vote  and  shall  hold  its  meetings  in  public  or 
otherwise  act  in  such  manner  and  have  such 
powers  as  the  General  Assembly  may  pre- 
scribe by  law. 
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ary  1967,  shall  receive  for  his  services  an 
annual  salary  of  Twenty-five  Thousand 
Dollars. 

Art.  V,  sec.  3.  .  .  .  [Attorney  General]. 
And  he  shall  receive  for  his  service  an 
annual  salary  of  three  thousand  dollars,  or 
such  annual  salary  as  the  General  Assembly 
may  from  time  to  time  by  law  prescribe: 
but  he  shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive  any 
fees,  perquisites  or  rewards  whatever,  in 
addition  to  the  salary  aforesaid,  for  the 
performance  of  any  official  duty;  nor  shall 
the  Governor  employ  any  additional  Coun- 
sel, in  any  Case  whatever,  unless  author- 
ized by  the  General  Assembly. 

See  Art.  VI,  Sec.  1  at  Section  4.22  for 
salary   of  comptroller. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  34.  .  .  .but  the  General 
Assembly  may  authorize  the  Board  of 
Public  Works  to  direct  the  State  Treasurer 
to  borrow  in  the  name  of  the  State,  in 
anticipation  of  the  collection  of  taxes,  such 
sum  or  sums  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet 
temporary  deficiencies  in  the  Treasury,  to 
preserve  the  best  interest  of  the  State  in 
the  conduct  of  the  various  State  institutions, 
departments,  bureaus,  and  agencies  during 
each  fiscal  year.  Subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  and  as  pro- 
vided by  Law,  the  State  Treasurer  is 
authorized  to  make  and  sell  short-term  notes 
for  temporary  emergencies,  but  such  notes 
must  only  be  made  to  provide  for  appro- 
priations already  made  by  the  General 
Assembly.  .  .  . 

ARTICLE    XII.    PUBLIC    WORKS. 

Section  1.  The  Governor,  the  Comp- 
troller of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Treasurer, 
shall  constitute  the  Board  of  Public  Works 
in  this  State.  They  shall  keep  a  journal 
of  their  proceedings,  and  shall  hold  regular 
sessions  in  the  City  of  Annapolis,  on  the 
first  Wednesday  in  January,  April,  July  and 
October,  in  each  year,  and  oftener,  if 
necessary;  at  which  sessions  they  shall  hear 
and  determine  such  matters  as  afTect  the 
Public  Works  of  the  State,  and  as  the 
General  Assembly  may  confer  upon  them 
the  power  to  decide. 

Sec.  2.  They  shall  exercise  a  diHgent 
and  faithful  supervision  of  all  Public  Works 
in  which  the  State  may  be  interested  as 
Stockholder  or  Creditor,  and  shall  appoint 
the  Directors  in  every  Railroad  and  Canal 
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Section  4.26.     Structure     of     the     Executive 
Branch. 

All  functions,  powers,  and  duties  of  the  of- 
fices, agencies,  and  instrumentalities  of  the 
executive  branch  shall  be  allocated  according 
to  major  purposes  among  and  within  not 
more  than  twenty  principal  departments. 
The  maximum  number  of  principal  depart- 
ments may  be  increased  by  the  General  As- 
sembly by  law  enacted  by  the  affirmative  vote 
of  three-fifths  of  all  members  of  each  house. 
Any  agency  or  commission  which  is  a  regula- 
tory, quasi-judicial,  or  temporary  agency  es- 
tablished by  law  may,  but  need  not,  be  allo- 
cated within  a  principal  department. 


Company,  in  which  the  State  has  the  legal 
power  to  appoint  Directors,  which  said 
Directors  shall  represent  the  State  in  all 
meetings  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  respec- 
tive Companies  for  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed or  elected.  They  shall  require  the 
Directors  of  all  said  Public  Works  to  guard 
the  public  interest,  and  prevent  the  estab- 
lishment of  tolls  which  shall  discriminate 
against  the  interest  of  the  citizens  or 
products  of  this  State,  and  from  time  to 
time,  and  as  often  as  there  shall  be  any 
change  in  the  rates  of  toll  on  any  of  the  said 
Works,  to  furnish  the  said  Board  of  Public 
Works  a  schedule  of  such  modified  rates 
of  toll,  and  so  adjust  them  as  to  promote 
the  agricultural  interests  of  the  State;  they 
shall  report  to  the  General  Assembly  at 
each  regular  session,  and  recommend  such 
legislation  as  they  may  deem  necessary  and 
requisite  to  promote  or  protect  the  interests 
of  the  State  in  the  said  Public  Works;  they 
shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
hereafter  prescribed  by  Law,  and  a  majority 
of  them  shall  be  competent  to  act.  The 
Governor,  Comptroller  and  Treasurer  shall 
receive  no  additional  salary  for  services 
rendered  by  them  as  members  of  the  Board 
of  Public  Works. 

Sec.  3.  The  Board  of  Public  Works  is 
hereby  authorized,  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions and  conditions  as  the  General  As- 
sembly may  from  time  to  time  prescribe, 
to  sell  the  State's  interest  in  all  works  of 
Internal  Improvement,  whether  as  a  stock- 
holder or  a  creditor,  and  also  the  State's 
interest  in  any  banking  corporation,  re- 
ceiving in  payment  the  bonds  and  regis- 
tered debt  now  owing  by  the  State,  equal 
in  amount  to  the  price  obtained  for  the 
State's  said  interest. 


161 


CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION  OF  MARYLAND 


PROPOSED   CONSTITUTION   OF    1968 


CONSTITUTION    OF    1867 


Section  4.27.     Reorganization   of   the   Execu- 
tive Branch. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  by 
law  the  functions,  powers,  and  duties  of  the 
offices,  agencies,  and  instrumentalities  of  the 
executive  branch.  The  General  Assembly 
from  time  to  time  by  law  may  reallocate  of- 
fices, agencies,  and  instrumentalities  among 
principal  departments;  may  increase,  modify, 
diminish,  and  change  their  functions,  powers, 
and  duties;  and  may  assign  new  functions, 
powers,  and  duties  to  them.  The  governor 
may  make  changes  in  the  organization  of  the 
executive  branch,  including  the  establish- 
ment or  abolition  of  offices,  agencies,  instru- 
mentalities, and  principal  departments,  and 
in  the  assignment  of  functions,  powers,  and 
duties  among  the  offices,  agencies,  instrumen- 
talities, and  principal  departments  of  the  ex- 
ecutive branch.  Where  these  changes  require 
the  force  of  law,  they  shall  be  set  forth  in 
executive  orders  in  statutory  form  and  be 
submitted  to  the  General  Assembly  within 
the  first  ten  days  of  a  regular  session.  An  ex- 
ecutive order  shall  become  effective  and  have 
the  force  of  law  on  the  date  designated  in 
the  order  unless  specifically  disapproved, 
within  fifty  days  after  submission,  by  a  reso- 
lution of  disapproval  concurred  in  by  a  ma- 
jority vote  of  all  members  of  either  house  of 
the  General  Assembly. 

Section    4.28.     Heads    of    Principal    Depart- 
ments. 

The  head  of  each  principal  department  of 
the  executive  branch  shall  be  a  single  execu- 
tive unless  otherwise  prescribed  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  by  law  or  by  the  process  of  ex- 
ecutive reorganization.  Any  board  or  commis- 
sion at  the  head  of  a  principal  department 
shall  have  a  chief  administrative  officer. 

Section  4.29.     Appointments  by  Governor. 

The  governor  shall  appoint,  with  the  ad- 
vice and  consent  of  the  Senate,  each  person 
serving  as  the  head  of  each  principal  depart- 
ment and  persons  to  fill  vacancies  on  any 
board  or  commission  serving  as  the  head  of  a 
principal  department,  and  shall  also,  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  ap- 
point persons  to  fill  vacancies  on  regulatory 
and  quasi-judicial  agencies.  He  shall  appoint, 
without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Sen- 
ate, each  chief  administrative  officer  serving 
under  a  board  or  commission  which  is  the 
head  of  a  principal  department  except  the 
head  or  chief  administrative  officer  of  an  in- 
stitution of  higher  education  or  of  the  state 


Art.  II,  sec.  10.  He  shall  nominate,  and, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  appoint  all  civil  and  military  officers 
of  the  State,  whose  appointment,  or  election, 
is  not  otherwise  herein  provided  for,  unless 
a  different  mode  of  appointment  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  Law  creating  the  office. 

Sec.  13.  All  civil  officers  nominated  by 
the  Governor  and  subject  to  confirmation 
by  the  Senate,  shall  be  nominated  to  the 
Senate  within  thirty  days  from  the  com- 
mencement of  each  regular  session  of  the 
Legislature;  and  their  term  of  office,  except 
in  cases  otherwise  provided  for  in  this 
Constitution,  shall  commence  on  the  first 
Monday  of  May  next  ensuing  their  appoint- 
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public  school  system.  The  General  Assembly 
may  prescribe  by  law  the  qualifications  of 
persons  appointed  by  the  governor  to  serve 
as  heads  of  principal  departments  or  as 
members  of  boards  and  commissions  serving 
as  heads  of  principal  departments. 

Section  4  JO.     Terms  of  Office. 

Each  person  serving  as  the  head  of  a  prin- 
cipal department,  and  each  chief  administra- 
tive officer  of  a  board  or  commission  serving 
as  the  head  of  a  principal  department,  ex- 
cept the  head  or  chief  administrative  officer 
of  an  institution  of  higher  education  or  of 
the  state  public  school  system,  shall  serve  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  governor.  The  terms  of 
office  of  the  members  of  each  board  or  com- 
mission which  serves  as  the  head  of  a  princi- 
pal department,  except  the  governing  board 
of  an  institution  of  higher  education  or  of 
the  state  public  school  system,  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  General  Assembly  by  law  or 
by  the  process  of  executive  reorganization,  so 
that  the  governor,  immediately  upon  taking 
office  following  his  election,  may  appoint  at 
least  one-half  of  the  members  of  each  board 
and  commission. 

Section  4.31.     Appointment  and  Removal  of 
Other  Persons. 

All  persons  in  the  executive  branch  whose 
method  of  appointment  or  whose  method  of 
removal  is  not  specified  in  this  Constitution 
shall  be  appointed  or  may  be  removed  as  the 
General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law. 


ment,  and  continue  for  two  years,  (unless 
removed  from  office),  and  until  their  suc- 
cessors, respectively,  qualify  according  to 
Law. 


See  Art.  II,  Sec.  13  at  Section  4.29  for  term 
of  office. 

Art.  XVII,  sec.  4.  All  officers  to  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor  shall  hold  office 
for  the  terms  fixed  by  law.  All  officers 
appointed  by  County  Commissioners  shall 
hold  office  for  terms  of  four  years,  unless 
otherwise  duly  changed  by  law. 


Section   4.32.     Interim   and   Recess   Appoint- 
ments. 

If  a  vacancy  occurs  in  any  office  which  the 
governor  may  fill  with  the  advice  and  con- 


Art.  II,  sec.  15.  The  Governor  may 
suspend  or  arrest  any  military  officer,  of 
the  State  for  disobedience  of  orders,  or 
other  military  offense;  and  may  remove  him 
in  pursuance  of  the  sentence  of  a  Court- 
Martial;  and  may  remove  for  incompetency, 
or  misconduct,  all  civil  officers  who  received 
appointment  from  the  Executive  for  a  term 
of  years. 

Art.  VI,  sec.  6.  Whenever  during  the 
recess  of  the  Legislature  charges  shall  be 
preferred  to  the  Governor  against  the 
Comptroller  or  Treasurer,  for  incompetency, 
malfeasance  in  office,  wilful  neglect  of  duty, 
or  misappropriation  of  the  funds  of  the 
State,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor 
forthwith  to  notify  the  party  so  charged, 
and  fix  a  day  for  a  hearing  of  said  charges; 
and  if,  from  the  evidence  taken,  under  oath, 
on  said  hearing  before  the  Governor,  the 
said  allegations  shall  be  sustained,  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  remove 
said  offending  officer,  and  appoint  another 
in  his  place,  who  shall  hold  the  office  for 
the  unexpired  term  of  the  officer  so  removed. 

Art.  II,  sec.  11.  In  case  of  any  vacancy, 
during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  in  any  office 
which  the  Governor  has  power  to  fill,  he 
shall   appoint   some   suitable   person   to   said 


163 


CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENTION  OF  MARYLAND 


PROPOSED   CONSTITUTION  OF    1968 


CONSTITUTION    OF    1867 


sent  of  the  Senate,  he  shall  appoint  a  person 
to  the  office.  If  the  appointment  is  made 
within  the  first  sixty  days  of  a  regular  session 
of  the  General  Assembly,  the  governor  shall 
submit  to  the  Senate  the  nomination  of  the 
appointee,  or  the  nomination  of  another  per- 
son in  his  place.  If  the  appointment  is  made 
at  any  other  time,  the  governor  shall  submit 
the  nomination  to  the  Senate  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  next  regular  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  Such  an  appointee  shall  re- 
main in  office  until  the  end  of  the  next 
regular  session  of  the  General  Assembly,  or 
until  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  office 
to  which  he  was  appointed,  or  until  his 
nomination  is  rejected  by  the  Senate,  which- 
ever shall  occur  first.  No  person  after  being 
rejected  by  the  Senate  shall  again  be  appoint- 
ed to  or  nominated  for  the  same  office  at  the 
same  session,  unless  at  the  request  of  the  Sen- 
ate, or  be  appointed  to  the  same  office  dur- 
ing the  adjournment  of  the  General  As- 
sembly. 


Section  4.33.     Information  from  Administra- 
tive Officers. 

The  governor  at  any  time  may  require  in- 
formation, in  writing  or  otherwise,  from  any 
officer  of  any  department,  office,  agency,  or 
instrumentality  in  the  executive  branch. 


office,  whose  commission  shall  continue  in 
force  until  the  end  of  the  next  session  of 
the  Legislature,  or  until  some  other  person 
is  appointed  to  the  same  office,  whichever 
shall  first  occur;  and  the  nomination  of 
the  person  thus  appointed,  during  the 
recess,  or,  of  some  other  person  in  his 
place,  shall  be  made  to  the  Senate  on  the 
first  day  of  the  next  regular  meeting  of 
the  Senate. 

Sec.  12.  No  person,  after  being  rejected 
by  the  Senate,  shall  be  again  nominated  for 
the  same  office  at  the  same  session,  unless 
at  the  request  of  the  Senate;  or,  be 
appointed  to  the  same  office  during  the 
recess  of  the  Legislature. 

Sec.  14.  If  a  vacancy  shall  occur,  during 
the  session  of  the  Senate,  in  any  office 
which  the  Governor  and  Senate  have  the 
power  to  fill,  the  Governor  shall  nominate 
to  the  Senate  before  its  final  adjournment, 
a  proper  person  to  fill  said  vacancy,  un- 
less such  vacancy  occurs  within  ten  days 
before  said  final  adjournment. 

Sec.  18.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Governor,  semi-annually  (and  oftener,  if 
he  deem  it  expedient)  to  examine  under 
oath  the  Treasurer  and  Comptroller  of  the 
State  on  all  matters  pertaining  to  their 
respective  offices;  and  inspect  and  review 
their  Bank  and  other  Account  Books. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  52.  (11)  The  Governor 
for  the  purpose  of  making  up  his  Budget 
shall  have  the  power,  and  it  shall  be  his 
duty,  to  require  from  the  proper  State 
officials,  including  herein  all  executive  de- 
partments, all  executive  and  administrative 
offices,  bureaus,  boards,  commissions  and 
agencies,  expending  or  supervising  the 
expenditure  of,  and  all  institutions  applying 
for  State  moneys  and  appropriations,  such 
itemized  estimates  and  other  information,  in 
such  form  and  at  such  times  as  he  shall 
direct.  The  estimates  for  the  Legislative 
Department,  certified  by  the  presiding 
officer  of  each  House,  of  the  Judiciary,  as 
provided  by  Law,  certified  by  the  Comp- 
troller, and  for  the  public  schools,  as 
provided  by  law,  shall  be  transmitted  to 
the  Governor,  in  such  form  and  at  such 
times  as  he  shall  direct,  and  shall  be  in- 
cluded in  the  Budget  without  revision. 

(12)  The  Governor  may  provide  for  pub- 
lic hearings  on  all  estimates  and  may  require 
the   attendance   at  such   hearings   of   repre- 
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Clemency 

Section  4.34.     Executive  Clemency. 

The  governor  shall  have  power  to  grant 
reprieves,  commutations,  and  pardons,  except 
in  cases  of  conviction  upon  impeachment, 
and  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures  for  offenses 
against  the  State.  At  least  annually  he  shall 
file  with  the  Court  of  Appeals  a  public  re- 
port of  the  instances  of  the  exercise  of  this 
power. 


State's  Attorney 

Section  4.35.     State's  Attorney. 

There  shall  be  a  state's  attorney  in  each 
county  or  district  which  may  be  prescribed 
by  the  General  Assembly  by  law.  He  shall  be 
elected  by  the  voters  of  the  county  or  district 
in  which  he  seeks  office.  The  term  of  office, 
functions,  powers,  duties,  method  of  filling 
vacancies,  and  all  other  matters  relating  to 
the  office  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  General 
Assembly  by  law. 
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sentatives  of  all  agencies,  and  for  all  in- 
stitutions applying  for  State  moneys.  After 
such  public  hearings  he  may,  in  his  discre- 
tion, revise  all  estimates  except  those  for 
the  legislative  and  judiciary  departments, 
and  for  the  public  schools,  as  provided  by 
Law. 


Art.  II,  sec.  20.  He  shall  have  power  to 
grant  reprieves  and  pardons,  except  in 
cases  of  impeachment,  and  in  cases,  in  which 
he  is  prohibited  by  other  Articles  of  this 
Constitution;  and  to  remit  fines  and  for- 
feitures for  offences  against  the  State;  but 
shall  not  remit  the  principal  or  interest  of 
any  debt  due  the  State,  except  in  cases  of 
fines  and  forfeitures;  and  before  granting  a 
nolle  prosequi,  or  pardon,  he  shall  give 
notice,  in  one  or  more  newspapers,  of  the 
application  made  for  it,  and  of  the  day 
on,  or  after  which,  his  decision  will  be 
given;  and  in  every  case,  in  which  he 
exercises  this  power,  he  shall  report  to 
either  Branch  of  the  Legislature,  whenever 
required,  the  petitions,  recommendations 
and   reasons,  which  influenced  his  decision. 

The  State's  Attorneys. 

Art.  V,  sec.  7.  There  shall  be  an  At- 
torney for  the  State  in  each  county,  and 
the  City  of  Baltimore,  to  be  styled  "The 
State's  Attorney,"  who  shall  be  elected  by 
the  voters  thereof,  respectively,  on  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  of 
November,  in  the  year,  nineteen  hundred 
and  fifty-eight,  and  on  the  same  day  every 
fourth  year  thereafter;  and  shall  hold  his 
office  for  four  years  from  the  first  Monday 
in  January  next  ensuing  his  election,  and 
until  his  successor  shall  be  elected  and 
qualified;  and  shall  be  re-eligible  thereto, 
and  be  subject  to  removal  therefrom,  for 
incompetency,  willful  neglect  of  duty,  or 
misdemeanor  in  oflfice,  on  conviction  in  a 
Court  of  Law,  or  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds 
of  the  Senate,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  Attorney  General. 

Sec.  8.  All  elections  for  the  State's 
Attorney  shall  be  certified  to,  and  Returns 
made  thereof,  by  the  Clerks  of  the  said 
counties  and  city,  to  the  Judges  thereof, 
having  criminal  jurisdiction,  respectively, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  decide  upon  the 
elections  and  qualifications  of  the  Persons 
returned;  and,  in  case  of  a  tie  between  two 
or  more  Persons,  to  designate  which  of  said 
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Persons  shall  qualify  as  State's  Attorney, 
and  to  administer  the  oaths  of  office  to  the 
Person  elected. 

Sec.  9.  The  State's  Attorney  shall  per- 
form such  duties  and  receive  such  salary 
as  shall  be  prescribed  by  Law;  and  if  any 
State's  Attorney  shall  receive  any  other  fee 
or  reward  than  such  as  is  or  may  be 
allowed  by  Law,  he  shall,  on  conviction 
thereof,  be  removed  from  office;  provided, 
that  the  State's  Attorney  for  Baltimore  City 
shall  have  the  power  to  appoint  a  Deputy 
and  such  other  Assistants  as  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Baltimore  City  may  authorize  or 
approve  and  until  otherwise  provided  by 
the  General  Assembly,  the  said  State's 
Attorney,  Deputy  and  Assistants  shall 
receive  the  following  annual  salaries:  State's 
Attorney,  seven  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars; Deputy  State's  Attorney,  five  thousand 
dollars;  Assistant  State's  Attorneys,  four 
thousand  dollars  each;  said  salaries,  or  such 
salaries  as  the  General  Assembly  may  sub- 
sequently provide,  and  such  expenses  for 
conducting  the  office  of  the  State's  Attorney 
as  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City 
may  authorize  or  approve  shall  be  paid  by 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
to  the  extent  that  the  total  of  them  exceeds 
the  fees  of  his  office,  or  as  the  General 
Assembly  shall  otherwise  provide,  and  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  shall 
not  be  liable  for  appearance  fees  to  the 
State's  Attorney. 

Sec.  10.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  to 
the  office  of  State's  Attorney,  who  has  not 
been  admitted  to  practice  Law  in  this  State, 
and  who  has  not  resided,  for  at  least  two 
years,  in  the  county,  or  city,  in  which  he 
may  be  elected. 

Sec.  H.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  State's  Attorney,  or,  of  his  removal 
from  the  county,  or  city  in  which  he  shall 
have  been  elected,  or  on  his  conviction  as 
herein  specified,  the  said  vacancy  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Judge  or  Judges  resident  in  the 
county  or,  if  there  be  no  resident  Judge,  the 
Judge  or  Judges  having  jurisdiction  in  the 
Circuit  Court  of  the  county  in  which  the 
vacancy  occurs,  or  by  the  Supreme  Bench 
of  Baltimore  City  for  a  vacancy  occurring 
in  Baltimore  City,  for  the  residue  of  the 
term  thus  made  vacant. 

Sec.  12.  The  State's  Attorney  in  each 
County,  and  the  City  of  Baltimore,  shall 
have  authority  to  collect,  and  give  receipt, 


66 


COMPARISON  OF  CONSTITUTIONS 


PROPOSED  CONSTITUTION  OF    1968 


CONSTITUTION    OF    1867 


ARTICLE  5.     JUDICIAL  BRANCH 

Section  5.01.     Judicial  Power. 

The  judicial  power  of  the  State  shall  be 
vested  exclusively  in  a  unified  judicial  system 
composed  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  the  In- 
termediate Appellate  Court,  the  Superior 
Court,  and  the  District  Court. 


Court  of  Appeals 

Section  5.02.     Jurisdiction. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  be  the  highest 
court  of  the  State  and  shall  have  the  appel- 
late jurisdiction  prescribed  by  law  and  the 
original  jurisdiction  prescribed  by  this  Con- 
stitution. 


Section  5.03.     Rule-Making  Power. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  have  power  to 
prescribe  rules  governing  practice  and  proce- 
dure in  all  courts;  governing  the  admission 
of  persons  to  practice  law  in  this  State  and 
their  discipline;  and  governing  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  courts,  officers  of  the  judicial 
branch,  and  officers  of  the  executive  branch 
to  the  extent  that  their  duties  directly  relate 
to  the  enforcement  of  judicial  orders.  The 
General  Assembly  shall  have  concurrent  pow- 
er to  regulate  by  law  the  matters  enumerated 
in  this  section,  except  when  these  matters  are 


in  the  name  of  the  State,  for  such  sums  of 
money  as  may  be  collected  by  him,  and 
forthwith  make  return  of  and  pay  over  the 
same  to  the  proper  accounting  officer.  And 
the  State's  Attorney  of  each  county,  and 
the  City  of  Baltimore,  before  he  shall  enter 
on  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  and  from 
time  to  time  thereafter,  shall  give  such 
corporate  surety  bond  as  may  hereafter  be 
prescribed  by  Act  of  the  General  Assembly. 


See     Art.     8,     Declaration     of     Rights,     at 
Section    3.01    for   separation    of   powers. 

ARTICLE  IV. 
JUDICIARY  DEPARTMENT. 

Part  I.  General  Provisions. 

Section  1.  The  Judicial  power  of  this 
State  shall  be  vested  in  a  Court  of  Appeals, 
and  such  intermediate  courts  of  appeal,  as 
shall  be  provided  by  law  by  the  General 
Assembly,  Circuit  Courts,  Orphans'  Courts, 
such  Courts  for  the  City  of  Baltimore,  as 
are  hereinafter  provided  for,  and  Justices 
of  the  Peace;  all  said  Courts  shall  be  Courts 
of  Record,  and  each  shall  have  a  seal  to  be 
used  in  the  authentication  of  all  process 
issuing  therefrom.  The  process  and  official 
character  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  shall  be 
authenticated  as  hath  heretofore  been  prac- 
ticed in  this  State,  or  may  hereafter  be 
prescribed  by  Law. 


Sec.  14.  ...  The  jurisdiction  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals  shall  be  co-extensive  with  the 
limits  of  the  State  and  such  as  now  is  or  may 
hereafter  be  prescribed  by  law.  .  .  . 

Sec.  15.  .  .  .  and  the  judgment  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  shall  be  final  and  con- 
clusive. 

Sec.  18.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  to  make  and 
publish  rules  and  regulations  for  the  pros- 
ecution of  appeals  to  the  appellate  Courts, 
whereby  they  shall  prescribe  the  periods 
within  which  appeals  may  be  taken,  what 
part  or  parts  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
Court  below  shall  constitute  the  record  on 
appeal,  and  the  manner  in  which  such 
appeals  shall  be  brought  to  hearing  or 
determination,  and  shall  regulate,  generally, 
the  practice  of  said  Court  of  Appeals  and 
any    intermediate    courts    of    appeal    so    as 
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specifically  required  by  this  Constitution  to 
be  prescribed  by  rule.  As  used  in  this  article, 
rule  shall  mean  a  rule  prescribed  by  the 
Court  of  Appeals.  In  the  event  of  a  conflict 
between  a  rule  and  a  law,  the  later  in  time 
shall  prevail  to  the  extent  of  the  conflict. 


Section  5.04.     Composition. 

The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  consist  of  sev- 
en judges,  one  of  whom  shall  serve  as  chief 
judge.  Five  judges  shall  constitute  a  quorum, 
and  the  concurrence  of  four  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  decide  a  case. 


to  prevent  delays  and  promote  brevity  in 
all  records  and  proceedings  brought  into 
said  Courts,  and  to  abolish  and  avoid  all 
unnecessary  costs  and  expenses  in  the  pros- 
ecution of  appeals  therein;  and  the  said 
Judges  shall  make  such  reduction  in  the 
fees  and  expenses  of  the  said  Courts,  as  they 
may  deem  advisable.  It  shall  also  be  the 
duty  of  said  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
to  devise,  and  promulgate  by  rules,  or 
orders,  forms  and  modes  of  framing  and 
filing  bills,  answers,  and  other  proceedings 
and  pleadings  in  Equity;  and  also  forms  and 
modes  of  taking  and  obtaining  evidence,  to 
be  used  in  Equity  cases;  and  to  revise  and 
regulate,  generally,  the  practice  in  the 
Courts  of  Equity  of  this  State,  so  as  to 
prevent  delays,  and  to  promote  brevity  and 
conciseness  in  all  pleadings  and  proceedings 
therein,  and  to  abolish  all  unnecessary  costs 
and  expenses  attending  the  same.  And  all 
rules  and  regulations  hereby  directed  to  be 
made,  shall,  when  made,  have  the  force  of 
Law,  until  rescinded,  changed,  or  modified 
by  the  said  Judges,  or  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  18A.  .  .  .  The  Court  of  Appeals 
from  time  to  time  shall  make  rules  and 
regulations  to  revise  the  practice  and  pro- 
cedure in  the  appellate  courts  and  in  the 
other  courts  of  this  State,  which  shall  have 
the  force  of  law  until  rescinded,  changed  or 
modified  by  the  Court  of  Appeals  or  other- 
wise by  law.  The  power  of  the  courts  other 
than  the  Court  of  Appeals  to  make  rules  of 
practice  and  procedure  shall  be  subject  to 
the  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  the 
Court    of    Appeals    or    otherwise    by    law. 

Part  II.  Court  of  Appeals. 
Sec.  14.  The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  be 
composed  of  seven  judges,  one  from  the 
First  Appellate  Judicial  Circuit  consisting 
of  Cecil,  Kent,  Queen  Anne's,  Caroline, 
Talbot,  Dorchester,  Wicomico,  Worcester 
and  Somerset  counties;  one  from  the  Second 
Appellate  Judicial  Circuit  consisting  of 
Baltimore  and  Harford  counties;  one  from 
the  Third  Appellate  Judicial  Circuit,  con- 
sisting of  Allegany,  Frederick,  Garrett, 
Montgomery  and  Washington  counties;  one 
from  the  Fourth  Appellate  Judicial  Circuit, 
consisting  of  Prince  George's,  Calvert, 
Charles  and  St.  Mary's  counties;  one  from 
the  Fifth  Appellate  Judicial  Circuit,  con- 
sisting of  Anne  Arundel,  Carroll  and  How- 
ard counties;  and  two  from  the  Sixth 
Appellate  Judicial  Circuit,  consisting  of 
Baltimore  City.  .  .  . 
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Section  5.05.     Chief  Judge  of  Court  of  Ap- 
peals. 

The  governor  shall  fill  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  chief  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
by  designating  one  of  the  judges  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  to  be  chief  judge  for  the 
remainder  of  his  service  on  the  Court,  or  un- 
til he  resigns  the  office  of  chief  judge.  The 
associate  judge  senior  in  service  on  the  Court 
of  Appeals  shall  have  the  powers  and  duties 
of  the  office  when  the  chief  judge  is  absent, 
or  when  the  Court  of  Appeals  determines 
that  he  is  unable  to  serve,  or  when  the  office 
is  vacant. 

Intermediate  Appellate  Court 

Section  5.06.     Jurisdiction. 

The  Intermediate  Appellate  Court  shall 
have  the  jurisdiction  prescribed  by  law. 


Section  5.07.     Composition. 

The  Intermediate  Appellate  Court  shall 
consist  of  five  judges,  unless  the  number  is 
increased  by  law.  The  Intermediate  Appel- 
late Court  may  sit  in  divisions.  At  least  three 
judges  shall  sit  in  each  case. 


Superior  Court 

Section  5.08.     Jurisdiction. 

The  Superior  Court  shall  have  original  ju- 


Five  of  the  judges  shall  constitute  a 
quorum,  and  five  judges  shall  sit  in  each 
case  unless  the  Court  shall  direct  that  an 
additional  judge  or  judges  sit  for  any  case. 
The  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  those 
sitting  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  decision 
of  any  cause,  and  an  equal  division  of  those 
sitting  in  a  case  has  the  effect  of  affirming 
the  decision  appealed  from  if  there  is  no 
application  for  re-argument  as  hereinafter 
provided.  In  any  case  where  there  is  an 
equal  division  or  a  three  to  two  division  of 
the  Court  a  re-argument  before  the  full 
Court  of  seven  judges  shall  be  granted  to 
the  losing  party  upon  application  as  a 
matter  of  right. 

Sec.  14.  .  .  .  One  of  the  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  shall  be  designated  by 
the    Governor    as    the    Chief    Judge.    .    .    . 

Sec.  18A.  ...  In  the  absence  of  the 
Chief  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  the 
provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  applicable 
to  the  senior  judge  present  in  said  Court 
of  Appeals.  .  .  , 


Sec.  14A.  The  General  Assembly  may  by 
Law  create  such  intermediate  courts  of 
appeal,  as  may  be  necessary.  The  General 
Assembly  may  prescribe  the  intermediate 
appellate  jurisdiction  of  these  courts  of 
appeal,  and  all  other  powers  necessary  for 
the  operation  of  such  courts. 

Sec.  14A.  The  General  Assembly  may  by 
Law  create  such  intermediate  courts  of 
appeal,  as  may  be  necessary.  .  .  . 

Sec.  14B.  No  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  at  which  the  addition  of  Section 
14A  was  proposed,  if  otherwise  qualified, 
shall  be  ineligible  for  appointment  or 
election  as  a  judge  of  any  intermediate 
court  of  appeal,  established  by  law  by  the 
General  Assembly  pursuant  to  said  Section 
14 A,  by  reason  of  his  membership  in  such 
General  Assembly. 

Part   III.     Circuit   Courts. 

Sec.  19.  The  State  shall  be  divided  into 
eight  Judicial  Circuits,  in  manner  following, 
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risdiction  in  all  judicial  proceedings,  except 
as  otherwise  prescribed  by  this  Constitution 
or  by  law.  The  Superior  Court  shall  have 
such  other  jurisdiction  as  prescribed  by  law. 
Jurisdiction  of  the  Superior  Court  shall  be 
uniform  throughout  the  State. 


viz:  the  Counties  of  Worcester,  Wicomico, 
Somerset,  and  Dorchester,  shall  constitute 
the  First  Circuit;  the  Counties  of  Caroline, 
Talbot,  Queen  Anne's,  Kent  and  Cecil,  the 
Second;  the  Counties  of  Baltimore  and 
Harford,  the  Third;  the  Counties  of 
Allegany,  Garrett,  and  Washington,  the 
Fourth;  the  Counties  of  Carroll,  Howard 
and  Anne  Arundel,  the  Fifth;  the  Counties 
of  Montgomery  and  Frederick,  the  Sixth; 
the  Counties  of  Prince  George's,  Charles, 
Calvert,  and  St.  Mary's,  the  Seventh;  and 
Baltimore  City,  the  Eighth. 

Sec.  20.  A  Court  shall  be  held  in  each 
County  of  the  State,  to  be  styled  the  Circuit 
Court  for  the  County,  in  which  it  may  be 
held.  The  said  Circuit  Courts  shall  have 
and  exercise,  in  the  respective  counties,  all 
the  power,  authority  and  jurisdiction, 
original  and  appellate,  which  the  present 
Circuit  Courts  of  this  State  now  have  and 
exercise,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

The  several  judges  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  Montgomery  County  on  and  after  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  nineteen  hundred  and  sixty-six, 
shall  each,  alternately  and  in  rotation  and 
on  schedules  to  be  established  by  the  said 
judges,  sit  as  an  Orphan's  Court  for  said 
County,  and  shall  have  and  exercise  all 
the  power,  authority  and  jurisdiction  which 
the  present  Orphans'  Courts  now  have  and 
exercise,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  pre- 
scribed by  law. 

Part  IV.  Courts  of  Baltimore  City. 
Sec.  27.  There  shall  be  in  the  Eighth 
Judicial  Circuit,  six  Courts,  to  be  styled 
the  Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  the 
Superior  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas,  the  Baltimore  City  Court, 
the  Circuit  Court  of  Baltimore  City  and  the 
Criminal  Court  of  Baltimore. 

Sec.  28.  The  Superior  Court  of  Balti- 
more City,  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  and 
the  Baltimore  City  Court  shall,  each,  have 
concurrent  jurisdiction  in  all  civil  common 
Law  cases,  and,  concurrently,  all  the  juris- 
diction which  the  Superior  Court  of  Balti- 
more City  and  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas 
now  have,  except  jurisdiction  in  Equity, 
and  except  in  applications  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Insolvent  Laws  of  Maryland,  and  in 
cases  of  Appeal  from  judgements  of  Justices 
of  the  Peace  in  said  city,  whether  civil  or 
criminal,  or  arising  under  the  ordinances 
of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore, 
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Section  5.09.     Composition. 

The  Superior  Court  shall  consist  of  the 
number  of  judges  prescribed  by  law.  The 
number  shall  be  allocated  among  the  coun- 
ties by  law.  At  least  one  superior  court  judge 
shall  reside  in  each  county.  Functional  divi- 
sions of  the  Superior  Court  may  be  estab- 
lished in  any  county. 
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of  all  of  which  appeal  cases  the  Baltimore 
City  Court  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction: 
and  the  said  Court  of  Common  Pleas  shall 
have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  all  applica- 
tions for  the  benefit  of  the  Insolvent  Laws 
of  Maryland,  and  the  supervision  and  con- 
trol of  the  Trustees  thereof. 

Sec.  29.  The  Circuit  Court  of  Baltimore 
City  shall  have  exclusive  jurisdiction  in 
Equity  within  the  limits  of  said  city,  and 
all  such  jurisdiction  as  the  present  Circuit 
Court  of  Baltimore  City  has;  provided,  the 
said  Court  shall  not  have  jurisdiction  in 
applications  for  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
in  cases  of  persons  charged  with  criminal 
offenses. 

Sec.  30.  The  Criminal  Court  of  Balti- 
more shall  have  and  exercise  all  the 
jurisdiction,  now  held  and  exercised  by 
the  Criminal  Court  of  Baltimore,  except  in 
such  Appeal  Cases  as  are  herein  assigned  to 
the  Baltimore  City  Court. 

Sec.  21.  From  and  after  January  1,  1955, 
there  shall  be  in  the  third,  fourth,  fifth, 
sixth  and  seventh  circuits  at  least  one  judge 
for  each  county,  who  shall  be  a  resident  of 
the  county  in  which  he  shall  hold  office,  .  .  . 

The  number  of  judges  for  any  of  the  cir- 
cuits or  for  any  of  the  counties,  may  be  in- 
creased or  decreased  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly from  time  to  time,  ...  in  the  third, 
fourth,  fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  judicial  cir- 
cuits there  shall  never  be  less  than  one  judge 
for  each  county  and  in  all  of  the  circuits 
there  shall  never  be  less  than  four  for  each 
circuit.  .  .  . 

In  the  first  and  second  judicial  circuits 
no  two  of  said  judges  of  the  Circuit  Court 
shall  at  the  time  of  their  election  or  ap- 
pointment, or  during  the  term  for  which 
they  may  have  been  elected  or  appointed, 
reside  in  any  one  county,  except  in  Cecil 
County  wherein  two  said  judges  may  re- 
side at  one  time  provided  that  each  of 
the  other  counties  within  the  second  judi- 
cial circuit  shall  have  at  least  one  judge 
resident  therein.   .   .   . 

From  and  after  December  1,  1960,  there 
shall  be  not  less  than  four  judges  resident 
in  Prince  George's  County.  From  and  after 
December  1,  1960,  there  shall  be  not  less 
than  five  judges  resident  in  Montgomery 
County.  .  .  . 

See   Art.   IV,  Sec.   27   at   Section  5.08  for 
composition  of  courts  in  Baltimore  City. 
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District  Court 

Section  5.10.     Jurisdiction. 

The  District  Court  shall  have  the  original 
jurisdiction  prescribed  by  law.  Jurisdiction  of 
the  District  Court  shall  be  uniform  through- 
out the  State. 


Art.  IV,  Sec.  41A.  .  .  .  [People's  Court 
of  Baltimore  City]  Said  Court  shall  have 
such  jurisdiction  (which  may  be  made 
exclusive  as  to  any  class  or  classes  of  civil 
cases  in  Baltimore  City),  with  such  right  of 
appeal,  therefrom,  and  the  Chief  Judge  and 
Associate  Judges  thereof  shall  have  such 
powers  and  duties,  as  the  General  Assembly 
shall  prescribe  from  time  to  time  by  Law. 
The  Judges  of  said  Court  shall  have  full 
power  to  regulate  by  rules  the  administra- 
tion, procedure  and  practice  of  said  Court; 
such  rules  shall  have  the  force  of  law  until 
rescinded  or  modified  by  said  Judges  or 
the  General  Assembly.  Unless  otherwise 
provided  by  Law,  (1)  all  powers  granted 
by  this  section  or  by  Law  to  said  Court 
or  the  Judges  thereof  as  a  body  may  be 
exercised  by  a  majority  of  the  Judges 
thereof,  and  (2)  said  Court  shall  not  be 
a  Court  of  Record.  .  .  . 

Sec.  41B(2).  .  .  .  [People's  Court  in 
Counties  &  Towns]  The  jurisdiction  of  any 
such  Court  (which  may  be  made  exclusive 
as  to  any  class  or  classes  of  civil  cases  in 
such  county,  or  any  part  thereof,  city  or 
town)  and  the  right  of  appeal  there- 
from; .  .  . 

Sec.  41C(c)  .  .  .  [Municipal  Court  in 
Baltimore  City]  The  jurisdiction  of  said 
Court  shall  consist  originally  of  the  juris- 
diction vested  on  the  day  immediately 
preceding  the  first  Monday  of  May,  1961, 
in  the  Justices  of  the  Peace  of  Baltimore 
City,  including  the  Police  Magistrates,  the 
Chief  Police  Magistrate  of  Baltimore  City, 
the  Magistrates-at-Large  of  Baltimore  City, 
and  the  Traffic  Court  of  Baltimore  City, 
and  thereafter  shall  consist  of  such  greater 
or  lesser  jurisdiction  (which  may  be  made 
exclusive  as  to  any  class  or  classes  of 
cases),  with  such  right  of  appeal  therefrom, 
as  the  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe 
from  time  to  time  by  Law.  .  .  . 

(c)  After  the  day  immediately  preceding 
the  first  Monday  in  May,  1961,  no  Justice 
of  the  Peace  of  Baltimore  City,  including 
the  Police  Magistrates  of  Baltimore  City,  the 
Chief  Police  Magistrate  of  Baltimore  City, 
the  Magistratcs-at-Large  for  Baltimore  City, 
the  Magistrates  of  the  Traffic  Court  of 
Baltimore  City,  and  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  Traffic  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  shall 
exercise  any  of  the  jurisdiction,  or  have  any 
of  the  powers  or  duties  conferred  on  the 
Court  herein  created. 
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Section  5.11.     Composition. 

The  District  Court  shall  consist  of  the 
number  of  judges  prescribed  by  law.  The 
State  shall  be  divided  by  law  into  districts. 
Each  district  shall  consist  of  one  county  or 
two  or  more  entire  and  adjoining  counties. 
The  number  of  judges  shall  be  allocated 
among  the  districts  by  law.  At  least  one  dis- 
trict court  judge  shall  reside  in  each  county. 
Functional  divisions  of  the  District  Court 
may  be  established  in  any  district. 


Section  5.12.     Commissioners. 

There  may  be  district  court  commissioners 
in  the  number  and  with  the  quaHfications 
prescribed  by  rule.  Commissioners  in  a  dis- 
trict shall  be  appointed  by  and  serve  at  the 
pleasure  of  that  judge  of  the  District  Court 
who  shall  be  designated  by  rule  to  appoint 
commissioners  therein.  Commissioners  may 
exercise  powers  only  with  respect  to  warrants 
of  arrest,  or  bail  or  collateral  or  other  terms 
of  pre-trial  release  pending  hearing,  or  incar- 
ceration pending  hearing,  and  then  only  as 
prescribed  by  rule. 
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Sec.  41A.  There  is  hereby  created  a 
People's  Court  of  Baltimore  City.  Said 
Court  shall  consist  originally  of  a  Chief 
Judge  and  two  Associate  Judges;  the  number 
of  such  Judges  may  thereafter  be  increased 
or  decreased  by  the  General  Assembly  by 
Law  but  no  such  decrease  shall  affect  the 
term  of  any  Judge  then  in  office  or  his  right 
to  stand  for  election  for  further  terms  as 
hereinafter  provided.  .  .  . 

Sec.  41B.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
have  power  by  Law  to  establish  a  People's 
Court  in  any  county,  or  any  part  thereof, 
incorporated  city  or  town  in  this  State, 
except  Baltimore  City,  and  to  prescribe  and 
from  time  to  time  to  alter  ( 1 )  the  number, 
qualifications,  tenure,  and  method  of  se- 
lection of  the  Judges  of  any  such  Court, 
and  their  powers,  duties  and  compensation, 
except  that  the  term  of  office  or  compensa- 
tion of  any  Judge  shall  not  be  reduced 
during  his  continuance  in  office;  .  .  . 

Part  V-B.    Municipal  Court. 

Sec.  41C.  (a)  There  is  hereby  created 
a  Municipal  Court  of  Baltimore  City.  Said 
Court  shall  consist  originally  of  eleven 
Judges;  the  number  of  such  Judges  may 
thereafter  be  increased  or  decreased  by  the 
General  Assembly  by  Law,  but  no  such 
decrease  shall  affect  the  term  of  any  Judge 
then  in  office  or  his  right  to  stand  for 
election  for  further  terms  as  hereinafter 
provided.  .  .  . 

Part  VI.    Justices  of  the  Peace. 

Sec.  42.  The  Governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  shall 
appoint  such  number  of  Justices  of  the 
Peace,  and  the  County  Commissioners  of  the 
several  counties,  and  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore,  respectively,  shall 
appoint  such  number  of  Constables,  for  the 
several  Election  Districts  of  the  Counties, 
and  Wards  of  the  City  of  Baltimore,  as  arc 
now,  or  may  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  Law; 
and  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Constables, 
so  appointed,  shall  be  subject  to  removal  by 
the  Judge,  or  Judges  having  criminal  juris- 
diction in  the  county,  or  city,  for  incom- 
petency, wilful  neglect  of  duty,  or  misde- 
meanor in  office,  on  conviction  in  a  Court 
of  Law.  The  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Con- 
stables, so  appointed,  and  commissioned, 
shall  be  Conservators  of  the  Peace,  shall 
hold  their  office  for  two  years,  and  shall 
have  such  jurisdiction,  duties  and  compen- 
sation,  subject    to   such    right   of    appeal,    in 
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Selection  and  Tenure  of  Judges 

Section  5.13.     Judicial  Circuits. 

The  State  shall  be  divided  by  law  into  cir- 
cuits of  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  into 
circuits  of  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court. 


Section  5.14.     Eligibility  for  Nomination  and 
Appointment. 

A  judge  shall  have  been  a  citizen  of  the 
State  and  shall  have  been  authorized  to  prac- 
tice law  in  the  State  for  at  least  five  years 
immediately  preceding  his  nomination.  A 
nominee  for  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
or  of  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court  shall 
be  a  resident  of  the  circuit  where  that  court 
vacancy  exists.  A  nominee  for  judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  shall  be  a  resident  of  the 
county  where  the  vacancy  exists.  A  nominee 
for  judge  of  the  District  Court  shall  be  a  res- 
ident of  the  district  where  the  vacancy  ex- 
ists. 


all  cases,  from  the  judgment  of  Justices  of 
the  Peace,  as  hath  been  heretofore  exercised, 
or   shall    be    hereafter    prescribed    by    Law. 

Sec.  43.  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  a  Justice  of  the  Peace,  the  Governor 
shall  appoint  a  person  to  serve,  as  Justice 
of  the  Peace,  for  the  residue  of  the  term; 
and  in  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
Constable,  the  County  Commissioners  of  the 
county  in  which  the  vacancy  occurs,  or  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore,  as  the 
case  may  be,  shall  appoint  a  person  to  serve 
as    Constable   for   the   residue   of   the   term. 


See  Art.  IV,  Sec.  14  at  Section  5.04  for 
circuits  of  the  Court  of  Appeals. 

See  Art.  IV,  Sec.  14A  at  Sections  5.06  and 
5.07  for  circuits  of  the  Intermediate  Court 
of  Appeals. 

Sec.  2.  The  Judges  of  all  of  the  said 
Courts  shall  be  citizens  of  the  State  of 
Maryland,  and  qualified  voters  under  this 
Constitution,  and  shall  have  resided  therein 
not  less  than  five  years,  and  not  less  than 
six  months  next  preceding  their  election,  or 
appointment,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  the 
city,  county,  judicial  circuit,  intermediate 
appellate  judicial  circuit  or  appellate  ju- 
dicial circuit  for  which  they  may  be, 
respectively,  elected,  or  appointed.  They 
shall  be  not  less  than  thirty  years  of  age 
at,  the  time  of  their  election,  or  appoint- 
ment, and  shall  be  selected  from  those  who 
have  been  admitted  to  practice  Law  in  this 
State,  and  who  are  most  distinguished  for 
integrity,  wisdom  and  sound  legal  knowl- 
edge. 

Sec.  21.  .  .  .  [Each  circuit  judge]  shall 
be  a  resident  of  the  county  in  which  he 
shall  hold  office,  and  who  shall  be  elected 
by  the  voters  thereof,  to  be  styled  judges 
of  the  Circuit  Court,  to  be  elected  or 
appointed  as  herein  provided.  The  number 
of  judges  for  any  of  the  circuits  or  for 
any  of  the  counties,  may  be  increased  or 
decreased  by  the  General  Assembly  from 
time  to  time,  and  any  vacancy  so  created 
shall  be  filled  as  provided  in  Section  5  of  this 
Article  except  that  in  the  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  sixth,  and  seventh  judicial  circuits 
there  shall  never  be  less  than  one  judge 
for  each  county  and  in  all  of  the  circuits 
there  shall  never  be  less  than  four  for  each 
circuit.     The     senior    judge    in     length    of 
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service  shall  be  the  chief  judge  of  the 
circuit;  the  other  judge  or  judges  shall  be 
associate  judges.  In  the  first  and  second 
judicial  circuits  no  two  of  said  judges  of 
the  Circuit  Court  shall  at  the  time  of  their 
election  or  appointment,  or  during  the  term 
for  which  they  may  have  been  elected  or 
appointed,  reside  in  any  one  county,  except 
in  Cecil  County  wherein  two  said  judges 
may  reside  at  one  time  provided  that  each 
of  the  other  counties  within  the  second 
judicial  circuit  shall  have  at  least  one  judge 
resident  therein.  In  the  first  and  second 
judicial  circuits,  in  case  any  candidate  or 
candidates  for  judge  at  any  election  shall 
receive  sufficient  votes  to  cause  such  candi- 
date or  candidates  to  be  declared  elected, 
but  the  election  of  such  candidate  or 
candidates  would  cause  more  judges  than 
herein  permitted  to  reside  in  any  county  of 
the  circuit,  then  and  in  that  event  there 
shall  be  declared  elected  only  that  candidate 
or  those  candidates  residing  in  said  county, 
in  the  order  of  the  votes  received,  whose 
election  would  provide  the  permitted  num- 
ber of  judges  from  said  county,  and  also 
the  candidate  or  candidates  residing  in  some 
other  county,  and  not  similarly  disqualified, 
who  shall  have  the  next  highest  number  of 
votes  in  said  election.  If,  by  reason  of 
such  a  condition  or  by  reason  of  an  equal 
vote  for  two  or  more  candidates  a  sufficient 
number  of  judges  duly  qualified  as  to  resi- 
dence shall  not  be  elected  at  any  election, 
then  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor 
to  order  a  new  election  for  such  unfilled 
office  or  offices.  .  .  . 

See  Art.  IV,  Sec.  31  at  Section  5.22  for 
eligibility  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Balti- 
more. 

Sec.  40.  .  .  .  [Orphans  Court  judges  shall 
be]  citizens  of  the  State,  and  residents 
for  the  twelve  months  preceding,  in  the 
City,  or  County,  for  which  they  may  be 
elected.  They  shall  have  all  the  powers  now 
vested  in  the  Orphans'  Courts  of  the  State, 
subject  to  such  changes  as  the  Legislature 
may  prescribe.  .  .  . 

Sec.  41A.  .  .  .  [People's  Court  of  Balti- 
more City]  The  Judges  of  said  Court  shall 
have  the  qualifications  prescribed  by  Sec- 
tion 2  of  this  Article  and  shall  have 
practiced  Law  in  the  City  of  Baltimore  for 
a  total  period  of  at  least  five  years;  shall 
hold  office  subject  to  the  provisions  of  Sec- 
tions  3    and   4   of   this   Article   with    regard 
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Section  5.15.     Nomination  and  Appointment. 

A  judicial  nominating  commission  shall 
nominate  from  three  to  five  eligible  persons 
for  each  judicial  vacancy.  Nominations  to  fill 
a  vacancy  shall  be  made  not  more  than  thir- 
ty days  prior  to  nor  more  than  sixty  days  af- 
ter the  vacancy  occurs.  The  governor  shall 
fill  a  vacancy  by  appointing  one  person  from 
the  list  of  nominees.  If  the  governor  fails  to 
appoint  one  of  ihe  nominees  within  sixty 
days  after  receiving  the  list,  his  power  to 
make  the  appointment  shall  end  and  the 
chief  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  ap- 
point one  of  the  nominees. 
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to     retirement     and     removal     from     office; 
and  .  .  . 

See  Art.  IV,  Sec.  41 B  at  Section  5.11   for 
eligibility   of  county  People's  Court  judges. 

Sec.  41C  (a)  .  .  .  [Municipal  Court  of 
Baltimore  City]  The  Judges  of  said  Court 
shall  have  the  qualifications  prescribed  by 
Section  2  of  this  Article,  shall  each  have 
practiced  law  in  the  City  of  Baltimore  for 
a  total  period  of  at  least  five  years  and 
shall  devote  their  full  time  to  the  duties  of 
said  Court;  they  shall  hold  office  subject 
to  the  provisions  of  Sections  3  and  4  of  this 
Article  with  regard  to  retirement  and  re- 
moval from  office;  and  they  shall  receive 
such  compensation  from  such  sources  as 
shall  be  provided  by  Law  by  the  General 
Assembly,  which  shall  not  be  diminished 
during  their  continuance  in  office.  .  .  . 

Art.  II,  sec.  10.  He  [Governor]  shall 
nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  appoint  all  civil  and 
military  officers  of  the  State,  whose  appoint- 
ment, or  election,  is  not  otherwise  herein 
provided  for,  unless  a  different  mode  of 
appointment  be  prescribed  by  the  Law 
creating  the  office. 

Art.  IV,  sec.  5.  Upon  every  occurrence 
or  recurrence  of  a  vacancy  through  death, 
resignation,  removal,  disqualification  by 
reason  of  age  or  otherwise,  or  expiration 
of  the  term  of  fifteen  years  of  any  judge, 
or  creation  of  the  office  of  any  judge,  or 
in  any  other  way,  the  Governor  shall 
appoint  a  person  duly  qualified  to  fill  said 
office,  who  shall  hold  the  same  until  the 
election  and  qualification  of  his  successor; 
except  that  when  a  vacancy  shall  exist  in 
the  office  of  Chief  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  the  Governor  may 
designate  an  Associate  Judge  of  said  Su- 
preme Bench  as  Chief  Judge  of  said  Su- 
preme Bench,  and  such  appointee  as  Chief 
Judge  shall  hold  such  office  for  the  resi- 
due of  the  term  for  which  he  was  last 
elected  an  Associate  Judge  of  said  Supreme 
Bench.  His  successor  shall  be  elected  at 
the  first  biennial  general  election  for  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  of  fifteen  years  (if  the 
vacancy  occurred  in  that  way)  or  the 
first  such  general  election  after  one  year 
after  the  occurrence  of  the  vacancy  in  any 
other  way  than  through  expiration  of  such 
term.  Except  in  case  of  reappointment  of 
a    judge    upon    expiration    of    his    term    of 
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Section   5.16.     Appellate   Courts   Nominating 
Commission. 

The  Appellate  Courts  Nominating  Com- 
mission shall  make  nominations  to  fill  a  va- 
cancy on  the  Court  of  Appeals  or  on  the  In- 
termediate Appellate  Court.  The  Commission 
shall  consist  of  six  lay  members  and  six 
lawyer  members.  The  term  of  each  member 
shall  be  four  years,  but  the  General  Assem- 
bly shall  prescribe  by  law  shorter  terms  for 
four  of  the  lay  and  four  of  the  lawyer  mem- 
bers first  appointed  or  elected,  in  order  to  es- 
tablish overlapping  terms  of  office.  A 
Nafiuuv    on    the    Commission    shall    be    filled 


fifteen  years,  no  person  shall  be  appointed 
who  will  become  disqualified  by  reason  of 
age  and  thereby  unable  to  continue  to  hold 
office  until  the  prescribed  time  when  his 
successor  would  have  been  elected. 

Sec.  41A.  .  .  .  [People's  Court  of  Balti- 
more City]  The  Governor  shall  appoint  to 
said  Court,  to  take  office  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  May,  1941,  one  Associate  Judge  for 
a  term  expiring  December  31,  1942,  one 
Associate  Judge  for  a  term  expiring  De- 
cember 31,  1944,  and  a  Chief  Judge  for  a 
term  expiring  December  31,  1946;  and, 
upon  the  creation  of  any  additional  office 
on  said  Court  by  increase  in  the  number 
of  Judges  pursuant  to  this  Section,  shall 
appoint  an  Associate  Judge  for  such  term, 
not  exceeding  eight  years  and  expiring  on 
the  thirty-first  day  of  December  immedi- 
ately following  a  Congressional  election,  as 
the  Law  creating  such  office  shall  pre- 
scribe. .  .  . 

Sec.  41C(b).  .  .  .  [Municipal  Court  of 
Baltimore  City]  The  Governor  shall  appoint 
to  said  Court,  to  take  office  on  the  first 
Monday  of  May,  1961,  four  Associate  Judges 
for  a  term  expiring  December  31,  1962; 
four  Associate  Judges  for  a  term  expiring 
December  31,  1964;  and  three  Associate 
Judges,  one  of  whom  shall  be  designated 
Chief  Judge,  for  a  term  expiring  December 
31,  1966;  and  upon  the  creation  of  any 
additional  office  in  said  Court  by  increase 
in  the  number  of  Judges  pursuant  to  this 
section,  the  Governor  shall  appoint  an 
Associate  Judge  for  a  term  expiring  on  the 
thirty-first  day  of  December  in  the  year  of 
the  first  biennial  general  election  for  Rep- 
resentatives in  Congress  after  one  year  from 
the  effective  date  of  the  leja;islation  creating 
the  additional  office.  .  .  . 
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for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  No  member 
shall  receive  compensation  for  his  service. 

Section  5.17.     Trial  Courts  Nominating  Com- 
missions. 

A  trial  courts  nominating  commission  shall 
make  nominations  to  fill  a  vacancy  on  the 
Superior  Court  or  on  the  District  Court.  The 
number  of  commissions  and  the  terms  of 
their  members  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 
Each  commission  shall  have  at  least  six  mem- 
bers and  shall  consist  of  an  equal  number  of 
lay  and  lawyer  members  as  prescribed  by 
law.  No  member  shall  receive  compensation 
for  his  service.  Each  commission  shall  make 
nominations  to  fill  vacancies  on  the  Superior 
Court  in  one  or  more  counties,  or  on  the 
District  Court  in  one  or  more  districts,  or 
both,  as  prescribed  by  law. 

Section  5.18.     Lawyer  Members  of  Nominat- 
ing Commissions. 

Lawyers  throughout  the  State  shall  elect 
by  secret  ballot  the  lawyer  members  of  the 
Appellate  Courts  Nominating  Commission. 
Lawyers  of  the  area  for  which  each  trial 
courts  nominating  commission  is  established 
shall  elect  by  secret  ballot  the  lawyer  mem- 
bers of  each  commission.  Election  procedure 
and  eligibility  of  lawyer  members  of  nomi- 
nating commissions  and  of  their  electors 
shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Section  5.19.     Lay  Members  of  Nominating 
Commissions. 

The  governor  shall  appoint  the  lay  mem- 
bers of  the  Appellate  Courts  Nominating 
Commission  from  among  the  qualified  voters 
of  the  State.  The  governor  shall  appoint  the 
lay  members  of  each  trial  courts  nominating 
commission  from  among  the  qualified  voters 
of  the  area  for  which  that  commission  is  es- 
tablished. 

Section    5.20.     Restrictions    on    Members    of 
Nominating  Commissions. 

During  his  service  on  a  commission,  a 
member  shall  not  hold  any  public  office  of 
profit  or  office  in  a  political  party.  A  member 
shall  not  be  eligible  to  hold  a  judicial  office 
for  two  years  immediately  following  his  ser- 
vice on  a  commission  and  he  shall  not  be  eli- 
gible to  hold  any  other  public  office  of  profit 
for     one     year     immediately     following     his 
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Section     5.21.     Procedures     of     Nominating 
Commissions. 

Each  nominating  commission  shall  act  only 
upon  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of  its 
members.  Each  commission  shall  elect  one  of 
its  members  as  chairman. 

Section  5.22.     Judicial  Term  of  Ofl&ce. 

The  continuance  in  office  of  each  judge 
shall  be  subject  to  approval  or  rejection  at 
the  next  general  election  following  the  expi- 
ration of  two  years  from  the  date  of  the  oc- 
currence of  the  vacancy  to  which  he  was 
appointed  and  at  the  general  election  every 
eight  years  thereafter.  The  continuance  in 
office  of  each  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
and  of  the  Intermediate  Appellate  Court 
shall  be  subject  to  approval  or  rejection  by 
the  voters  of  the  entire  State.  The  continu- 
ance in  office  of  each  judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  and  of  the  District  Court  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  approval  or  rejection  by  the  voters  of 
the  county  or  the  district  in  which  the  office 
then  exists.  The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  pre- 
scribe by  rule  for  a  poll  by  secret  ballot  of 
the  lawyers  of  the  area  in  which  a  judge 
stands  for  election  regarding  the  desirability 
of  his  continuance  in  office.  The  Court  of 
Appeals  shall  prescribe  by  rule  for  publica- 
tion of  the  results  of  the  poll.  If  the  voters 
reject  the  continuance  in  office  of  a  judge 
the  office  shall  be  vacant. 


Art.  IV,  sec.  3.  The  Judges  of  the  said 
several  Courts  other  than  the  Court  of 
Appeals  or  any  intermediate  courts  of 
appeal  shall,  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
Section  5  of  this  Article  of  the  Constitution, 
be  elected  in  Baltimore  City  and  in  each 
county,  by  the  qualified  voters  of  the  city 
and  of  each  county,  respectively,  except 
that  in  the  First  and  Second  Judicial  Circuits 
the  said  Judges  of  the  several  Courts  shall 
be  elected  by  the  qualified  voters  in  each 
respective  Judicial  Circuit  as  hereinafter 
provided,  all  of  the  said  Judges  to  be  elected 
at  the  general  election  to  be  held  on  the 
Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  in  No- 
vember, as  now  provided  for  in  the  Con- 
stitution. Each  of  the  said  Judges  shall 
hold  his  office  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years 
from  the  time  of  his  election,  and  until 
his  successor  is  elected  and  qualified,  or 
until  he  shall  have  attained  the  age  of 
seventy  years,  whichever  may  first  happen, 
and  be  re-eligible  thereto  until  he  shall 
have  attained  the  age  of  seventy  years,  and 
not  after.  In  case  of  the  inability  of  any 
of  said  Judges  to  discharge  his  duties  with 
efficiency,  by  reason  of  continued  sickness, 
or  of  physical  or  mental  infirmity,  it  shall 
be  in  the  power  of  the  General  Assembly, 
two-thirds  of  the  members  of  each  House 
concurring,  with  the  approval  of  the  Gov- 
ernor to  retire  said  Judge  from  office. 

See    Art.    TV,   Sec.    5    at    Section    5.15   for 
election  of  judge  appointed  to  fill  a  vacancy. 

Sec.  11.  The  election  for  Judges,  here- 
inbefore provided,  and  all  elections  for 
Clerks,  Registers  of  Wills,  and  other  officers, 
provided  in  this  Constitution,  except  State's 
Attorneys,  shall  be  certified,  and  the  re- 
turns made,  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  the  Counties,  and  the  Clerk  of 
the  Superior  Court  of  Baltimore  City,  re- 
spectively, to  the  Governor,  who  shall  issue 
commissions  to  the  different  persons  for 
the  offices  to  which  they  shall  have  been, 
respectively,  elected;  and  in  all  such  elec- 
tions, the  person  having  the  greatest  num- 
ber of  votes  shall  be  declared  to  be  elected. 

Sec.  12.  If  in  any  case  of  election  for 
Judges,   Clerks  of  the  Courts  of  Law,  and 
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Registers  of  Wills,  the  opposing  candidates 
shall  have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Governor  to  order 
a  new  election;  and  in  case  of  any  con- 
tested election,  the  Governor  shall  send 
the  returns  to  the  House  of  Delegates,  which 
shall  judge  of  the  election  and  qualification 
of  the  candidates  at  such  election;  and  if 
the  judgment  shall  be  against  the  one  who 
has  been  returned  elected,  or  the  one  who 
has  been  commissioned  by  the  Governor, 
the  House  of  Delegates  shall  order  a  new 
election  within  thirty  days. 

Sec.  14.  .  .  ,  The  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals  shall  be  residents  of  and  be 
elected  by  the  qualified  voters  of  their 
respective  Appellate  Judicial  Circuits.  The 
term  of  each  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
shall  begin  on  the  date  of  his  qualification 
except  that  each  of  the  judges  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals  in  office  at  the  time  this  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  takes  effect  shall 
continue  to  hold  office  for  the  balance  of 
the  term  for  which  he  was  elected  or 
appointed  or  until  he  shall  have  attained 
the  age  of  seventy  years,  whichever  may 
first  happen.  .  .  . 

See  Art.  IV,  Sec.  21  at  Section  5.14  for 
election   of  circuit  court  judges. 

Sec.  31.  There  shall  be  elected  by  the 
legal  and  qualified  voters  of  said  City,  at  the 
election,  hereinbefore  provided  for,  one 
Chief  Judge,  and  four  Associate  Judges, 
who,  together,  shall  constitute  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  and  shall  hold 
their  offices  for  the  term  of  fifteen  years, 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  Constitution 
with  regard  to  the  election  and  qualifica- 
tions of  Judges,  and  their  removal  from 
office,  and  shall  exercise  the  jurisdiction, 
hereinafter  specified.  .  .  . 

Part   V.     Orphans'   Court. 

Sec.  40.  The  qualified  voters  of  the  City 
of  Bahimore,  and  of  the  several  Counties, 
except  Montgomery  County,  shall  on  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday  in 
November,  (nineteen  hundred  and  fifty- 
eight)  nineteen  hundred  and  sixty-six,  and 
on  the  same  day  in  every  fourth  year 
thereafter,  elect  three  men  to  be  Judges  of 
the  Orphans'  Courts  of  said  City  and 
Counties,  .... 

Sec.  41  A.  .  .  .  [Baltimore  City  People's 
Court]  The  Governor  shall  appoint  to  said 
Court,    to   take   office  on    the   first   Monday 
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of  May,  1941,  one  Associate  Judge  for  a 
term  expiring  December  31,  1942,  one 
Associate  Judge  for  a  term  expiring  De- 
cember 31,  1944,  and  a  Chief  Judge  for 
a  term  expiring  December  31,  1946;  and, 
upon  the  creation  of  any  additional  office 
on  said  Court  by  increase  in  the  number  of 
Judges  pursuant  to  this  Section,  shall  ap- 
point an  Associate  Judge  for  such  term, 
not  exceeding  eight  years  and  expiring  on 
the  thirty-first  day  of  December  immedi- 
ately following  a  Congressional  election,  as 
the  Law  creating  such  office  shall  prescribe. 
If  any  vacancy  occurs  during  any  such 
original  term,  the  Governor  shall  appoint 
a  successor  to  ser\-e  for  the  remainder  of 
such  term.  After  the  expiration  of  said  orig- 
inal terms,  the  terms  of  office  of  said  Court 
shall  be  for  eight  years  from  the  expiration 
of  the  preceding  term,  and  shall  be  filled 
as  follows: 

( 1 )  Any  incumbent  Judge  of  said  Court 
shall  be  eligible,  at  the  Congressional  elec- 
tion immediately  preceding  the  expiration 
of  his  period  of  appointment  or  term,  for 
election  or  re-election  to  succeed  himself 
(a)  for  a  full  term  of  eight  years,  except  as 
provided  in  (b)  hereof;  or  (b)  for  the  un- 
expired remainder  of  the  current  eight  year 
term,  if  his  appointment  will  expire  before 
the  end  of  such  term.  Any  qualified  person 
including  an  incumbent  Judge  shall  be 
ehgible  for  election  to  said  Court.  Pro- 
vided, however,  that  any  Judge  who  is  in 
office  when  this  act  takes  effect  shall  be 
entitled  to  have  his  name  placed  upon  the 
ballot  with  no  party  designation  and  with 
no  opposing  candidate;  and  the  voters  shall 
cast  their  votes  for  or  against  the  continu- 
ation in  office  of  said  Judge. 

(2)  Whenever  a  vacancy  shall  occur  on 
said  Court  from  any  cause  the  Governor 
shall  appoint  to  said  Court  a  Judge  who  shall 
hold  office  under  such  appointment  until 
the  thirty-first  day  of  December  immediately 
following  the  first  Congressional  election 
occurring  six  months  or  more  after  the  date 
of  his  appointment.  No  Judge  of  said  Court, 
who  has  stood  for  election  to  succeed  him- 
self, and  not  been  elected,  shall  thereafter 
be  appointed  to  said  Court,  and  no  Judge 
of  said  Court,  who  has  failed  to  stand  for 
election  when  eligible,  shall  be  appointed  to 
succeed  himself. 

(3)  In  order  to  qualify  for  election  or 
re-election  all  candidates  shall  file  with  the 
Supervisors  of  Elections  of  Baltimore  City 
not   later  than   thirty  days  before   the   date 
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of  the  applicable  election  a  certificate  of 
candidacy  in  a  form  to  be  supplied  by  the 
Supervisors. 

Unless  his  office  shall  have  been  abolished 
pursuant  to  this  section,  each  Judge  of  said 
Court  shall  continue  to  hold  office  after  the 
expiration  of  his  period  of  appointment  or 
term  until  a  successor  shall  qualify.  As  used 
in  this  section,  "Congressional  election" 
means  any  of  the  biennial  elections  at  which 
members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  are 
regularly  chosen. 

Sec.  41B.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
have  power  by  Law  to  establish  a  People's 
Court  in  any  county,  or  any  part  thereof, 
incorporated  city  or  town  in  this  State, 
except  Baltimore  City,  and  to  prescribe  and 
from  time  to  time  to  alter  (1)  the  number, 
qualifications,  tenure,  and  method  of  se- 
lection of  the  Judges  of  any  such  Court, 
and  their  powers,  duties  and  compensation, 
except  that  the  term  of  office  or  compensa- 
tion of  any  Judge  shall  not  be  reduced 
during  his  continuance  in  office;  .  .  . 

Sec.  41C.  (b)  The  Governor  shall  ap- 
point to  said  Court,  to  take  office  on  the 
first  Monday  of  May,  1961,  four  Associate 
Judges  for  a  term  expiring  December  31, 
1962;  four  Associate  Judges  for  a  term 
expiring  December  31,  1964;  and  three 
Associate  Judges,  one  of  whom  shall  be 
designated  Chief  Judge,  for  a  term  expir- 
ing December  31,  1966;  and  upon  the 
creation  of  any  additional  office  in  said 
Court  by  increase  in  the  number  of  Judges 
pursuant  to  this  section,  the  Governor  shall 
appoint  an  Associate  Judge  for  a  term 
expiring  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  De- 
cember in  the  year  of  the  first  biennial 
general  election  for  Representatives  in  Cong- 
ress after  one  year  from  the  effective  date 
of  the  legislation  creating  the  additional 
office.  If  any  vacancy  occurs  during  any 
such  original  term,  the  Governor  shall 
appoint  a  successor  to  serve  for  the  re- 
mainder of  such  term.  After  the  expiration 
of  said  original  terms,  the  terms  of  office 
of  said  Court  shall  be  for  ten  years  from 
the  expiration  of  the  preceding  term,  and 
shall  be  filled  as  follows: 

( 1 )  Any  qualified  person,  including  an 
incumbent  Judge  holding  office  by  any  such 
initial  or  subsequent  appointment  or  elec- 
tion, shall  be  eligible  for  election  for  a  term 
of  ten  years,  at  the  biennial  election  for 
Representatives  in  Congress  immediately 
preceding  the  expiration  of  a  term  of  office. 
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Section  5.23.     Judicial  Retirement. 

Each  judge  shall  retire  at  the  age  of  seven- 
ty. If  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  approve,  the  chief  judge 
may  authorize  a  retired  judge  to  perform 
temporarily  judicial  duties  in  any  court. 


(2)  Whenever  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in 
said  Court  (other  than  in  an  original  term 
or  other  than  upon  expiration  of  a  term), 
for  any  cause,  the  Governor  shall  appoint 
to  said  Court  a  Judge  who  shall  hold  office 
under  such  appointment  until  the  thirty- 
first  day  of  December  immediately  follov^^ing 
the  first  Congressional  election  occurring  at 
least  one  year  after  the  date  of  his  appoint- 
ment. 

(3)  In  order  to  qualify  for  election  or 
re-election  a  candidate  shall  file  a  certificate 
of  candidacy  w^ith  the  Supervisors  of 
Elections  of  Baltimore  City  not  later  than 
midnight  of  the  day  which  is  ten  weeks  or 
seventy  days  prior  to  the  day  on  which  the 
primary  election  should  be  held. 

(4)  The  names  of  all  candidates  for 
judge  of  the  Municipal  Court  created  herein 
shall  be  placed  in  the  voting  machines  with- 
out any  party  label  or  other  distinguishing 
mark  or  location  which  might  directly  or 
indirectly  indicate  the  party  affiliation  of 
any  such  candidate. 

(5)  When  a  vacancy  shall  exist  in  the 
Chief  Judgeship  of  said  Court,  the  Gover- 
nor may  designate  an  Associate  Judge  of  said 
Court  as  Chief  Judge,  and  such  appointee  as 
Chief  Judge  shall  continue  as  such  for  the 
residue  of  the  term  for  which  he  was 
originally  appointed  or  subsequently  elected. 

Art.  XV,  sec.  9.  The  term  of  office  of 
all  Judges  and  other  officers,  for  whose 
election  provision  is  made  by  this  Constitu- 
tion, shall  except  in  cases  otherwise  ex- 
pressly provided  herein,  commence  from 
the  time  of  their  Election;  and  all  such 
officers  shall  qualify  as  soon  after  their 
election  as  practicable,  and  shall  enter  upon 
the  duties  of  their  respective  offices  im- 
mediately upon  their  qualification;  and  the 
Term  of  office  of  the  State  Librarian  and  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  shall 
commence  from  the  time  of  their  appoint- 
ment. 

Sec.  3.  The  Judges  of  the  said  several 
Courts  other  than  the  Court  of  Appeals  or 
any  intermediate  courts  of  appeal  shall, 
subject  to  the  provisions  of  Section  5  of  this 
Article  of  the  Constitution,  be  elected  in 
Baltimore  City  and  in  each  county,  by  the 
qualified  voters  of  the  city  and  of  each 
county,  respectively,  except  that  in  the  First 
and  Second  Judicial  Circuits  the  said  Judges 
of  the  several  Courts  shall  be  elected  by  the 
qualified  voters  in  each  respective  Judicial 
Circuit  as   hereinafter  provided,   all   of   the 
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Section  5.24.     Judicial    Compensation. 

Each  judge  shall  be  compensated  solely  by 
the  State  for  his  judicial  service.  The  com- 
pensation of  a  judge  shall  not  be  reduced 
during  his  continuance  in  office.  Judges  of 
the  same  court  shall  be  paid  the  same  com- 
pensation, including  any  pension  based  upon 
length  of  service,  except  that  a  uniform  re- 
duction in  compensation  may  be  made  appli- 
cable to  all  judges  of  the  same  court 
appointed  after  the  effective  date  of  the  re- 
duction. A  pension  payable  to  a  retired 
judge  or  to  his  surviving  spouse,  or  to  the 
surviving  spouse  of  a  deceased  judge,  pur- 
suant to  provisions  in  efifect  during  his  con- 
tinuance in  office,  shall  not  be  reduced. 


said  Judges  to  be  elected  at  the  general 
election  to  be  held  on  the  Tuesday  after  the 
first  Monday  in  November,  as  now  provided 
for  in  the  Constitution,  Each  of  the  said 
Judges  shall  hold  his  office  for  the  term 
of  fifteen  years  from  the  time  of  his  election, 
and  until  his  successor  is  elected  and  quali- 
fied, or  until  he  shall  have  attained  the 
age  of  seventy  years,  whichever  may  first 
happen,  and  be  re-eligible  thereto  until  he 
shall  have  attained  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  and  not  after.  In  case  of  the  in- 
ability of  any  of  said  Judges  to  discharge 
his  duties  with  efficiency,  by  reason  of  con- 
tinued sickness,  or  of  physical  or  mental 
infirmity,  it  shall  be  in  the  power  of  the 
General  Assembly,  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers of  each  House  concurring,  with  the 
approval  of  the  Governor  to  retire  said 
Judge  from  office. 

Sec.  6.  All  Judges  shall,  by  virtue  of 
their  offices,  be  Conservators  of  the  Peace 
throughout  the  State;  and  no  fees,  or  per- 
quisites, commission,  or  reward  of  any 
kind;  shall  be  allowed  to  any  Judge  in  this 
State,  besides  his  annual  salary,  for  the 
discharge  of  any  Judicial  duty. 

Sec.  14.  .  .  .  The  salary  of  each  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  be  that  now 
or  hereafter  prescribed  by  the  General 
Assembly  and  shall  not  be  diminished  dur- 
ing his  continuance  in  office.  .  .  . 

Sec.  21.  .  .  .  All  salaries  now  prescribed 
by  law  for  associate  judges  of  the  Circuit 
Courts  shall  continue  to  apply  to  all  judges 
(including  chief  judges)  of  the  Circuit 
Court.  .  .  . 

Sec.  24.  The  salary  of  each  Chief  Judge 
and  of  each  Associate  Judge  of  the  Circuit 
Court  shall  not  be  diminished  during  his 
continuance  in  office. 

Sec.  40.  .  .  .  [Orphans'  Court]  Each  of 
said  Judges  shall  be  paid  such  compensa- 
tion as  may  be  regulated  by  Law,  and  to 
be  paid  by  the  said  City,  or  Counties, 
respectively.  .  .  . 

Sec.  31.  .  .  .  [Judges  of  the  Supreme 
Bench]  shall  each  receive  an  annual  salary 
of  three  thousand  five  hundred  dollars, 
payable  quarterly,  which  shall  not  be 
diminished  during  their  term  of  office;  but 
authority  is  hereby  given  to  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  Baltimore  to  pay  to  each 
of  the  said  Judges  an  annual  addition  of 
five  hundred  dollars  to  their  respective 
salaries;     provided,     that     the     same,    being 
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Section     5.25.     Restriction     of     Non-Judicial 
Activities. 

No  judge  shall  practice  law,  or  seek  public 
elective  office  other  than  the  judicial  office  he 
then  holds,  or  contribute  to  or  hold  office  in 
a  political  party  or  political  organization,  or 
participate  in  a  partisan  political  campaign, 
or  serve  as  officer,  director,  or  employee  of 
any  business  formed  with  the  intention  of 
making  a  profit.  No  retired  judge  while  prac- 
ticing law  or  holding  any  public  office  of 
profit  shall  be  paid  any  pension  for  his  judi- 
cial service. 


Removal  of  Judges 
Section  5.26.     Commission  on  Judicial  Disa- 
bilities. 
The    Commission   on   Judicial    Disabilities 


once  granted,  shall  not  be  diminished,  nor 
increased,  during  the  continuance  of  said 
Judges  in  office. 

Sec.  31  A.  In  addition  to  the  authority 
granted  to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of 
Baltimore  by  the  preceding  section  to  pay 
to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Bench 
the  annual  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars, 
authority  is  hereby  given  to  said  Mayor  and 
City  Council  to  pay  to  each  of  said  Judges 
such  further  annual  sum  as  an  addition  to 
their  respective  salaries  as  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  Baltimore  shall  from  time 
to  time  deem  right  and  proper,  provided, 
that  any  such  sum  being  once  granted  shall 
not  be  diminished  during  the  continuance 
of  said  Judges  in  office. 

Sec.  41A.  .  .  .  [Judges  of  Baltimore  City 
People's  Court]  shall  receive  from  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  City  such 
compensation  as  shall  be  fixed  by  Law  by 
the  General  Assembly,  which  shall  not  be 
diminished  during  continuance  in  office. 

For  county  People's  Courts,  See  Art.  IV, 
Sec.  41B  at  Section  5.11. 

Sec.  41C(a).  .  .  .  [Municipal  Court  of 
Baltimore  City]  Authority  is  hereby  given 
to  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
to  pay  to  each  of  the  Judges  of  the  Court 
herein  created  such  annual  sum  as  an 
addition  to  their  respective  salaries  as  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  shall 
from  time  to  time  deem  right  and  proper, 
provided  that  any  such  sum,  being  once 
granted,  shall  not  be  diminished  during  the 
continuance  of  said  Judges  in  office. 

Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  33.  That  the 
independency  and  uprightness  of  Judges  are 
essential  to  the  impartial  administration  of 
Justice,  and  a  great  security  to  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  People:  Wherefore,  the 
Judges  shall  not  be  removed,  except  in  the 
manner,  and  for  the  causes  provided  in  this 
Constitution.  No  Judge  shall  hold  any 
other  office,  civil  or  military,  or  political 
trust,  or  employment  of  any  kind,  whatso- 
ever, under  the  Constitution  or  Laws  of 
this  State,  or  of  the  United  States,  or  any 
of  them;  or  receive  fees,  or  perquisites  of 
any  kind,  for  the  discharge  of  his  official 
duties. 


Sec.  4A.  (a)  There  is  created  a  Com- 
mission on  Judicial  Disabilities,  composed 
of  five   persons  appointed  by   the  Governor 
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shall  consist  of  one  judge  of  the  Intermedi- 
ate Appellate  Court,  one  judge  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court,  one  judge  of  the  District  Court, 
one  lay  member,  and  one  lawyer  member. 
The  Court  of  Appeals  shall  appoint  the 
judicial  members.  The  governor  shall  ap- 
point the  lay  and  lawyer  members  from 
among  the  qualified  voters  of  the  State.  The 
term  of  each  member  shall  be  four  years,  but 
the  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  by  law 
shorter  terms  for  the  three  judicial  members 
and  one  of  the  other  members  first  appoint- 
ed, in  order  to  establish  overlapping  terms  of 
office.  A  vacancy  on  the  Commission  shall  be 
filled  for  the  remainder  of  the  term.  No 
member  shall  receive  compensation  for  his 
service. 


Section  5.27.     Powers  of  Commission  on  Ju- 
dicial Disabilities. 

The  Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities 
shall  have  the  power  to  investigate  com- 
plaints against  any  judge,  to  conduct  hear- 
ings concerning  the  removal  or  retirement  of 
a  judge,  to  administer  oaths  and  affirmations, 
to  issue  process  to  compel  the  attendance  of 
witnesses  and  the  production  of  evidence, 
and  to  require  persons  to  testify  and  produce 
evidence  by  granting  them  immunity  from 
prosecution  or  from  penalty  or  forfeiture. 
The  Commission  shall  have  the  power  to 
recommend  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  the  rc- 


of  Maryland.  The  members  of  the  Com- 
mission shall  be  citizens  and  residents  of 
this  State,  Three  members  of  the  Commis- 
sion shall  be  appointed  from  among  the 
judges  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  the  Circuit 
Court  for  the  Counties  and  of  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Baltimore  City;  one  member  shall 
be  appointed  from  among  those  persons  who 
are  admitted  to  the  practice  of  Law  in  the 
State,  who  have  been  so  engaged  for  at 
least  fifteen  years,  and  who  is  not  a  judge 
of  any  Court;  and  one  member  shall  rep- 
resent the  public,  who  shall  not  be  a  judge, 
active  or  retired,  and  who  is  not  admitted 
to  the  practice  of  Law  in  this  State.  The 
term  of  office  of  each  member  shall  be  for 
four  years  commencing  on  January  1,  except 
that  of  those  persons  first  appointed  to  the 
Commission  one  shall  be  appointed  for  a 
term  of  one  year,  one  for  two  years,  one 
for  three  years,  and  two  for  four  years  and 
thereafter  all  terms  shall  be  for  four  years. 
Whenever  any  member  of  the  Commission 
appointed  from  among  judges  in  the  State 
ceases  to  be  a  judge,  when  any  member 
appointed  from  among  those  admitted  to  the 
practice  of  Law  becomes  a  judge,  when 
any  member  representing  the  public  be- 
comes a  judge  or  is  admitted  to  the  practice 
of  Law  in  this  State,  or  when  any  member 
ceases  to  be  a  resident  of  the  State,  in 
such  case  the  membership  of  this  member 
shall  forthwith  terminate.  Any  vacancies  on 
the  Commission  shall  be  filled  for  the  un- 
expired term  by  the  Governor  in  the  same 
manner  as  for  making  of  appointments  to 
the  Commission  and  subject  to  the  same 
qualifications  which  were  applicable  to  the 
person  causing  the  vacancy.  No  member 
of  the  Commission  shall  receive  any  com- 
pensation for  his  services  as  such  but  shall 
be  allowed  any  expenses  necessarily  incur- 
red in  the  performance  of  his  duties  as 
such  member. 

Sec.  4B.  (a)  A  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  of  the  Circuit  Courts  for  the 
Counties,  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Balti- 
more City,  of  the  Orphans'  Courts  and 
all  other  judges  elected  or  subject  to  elec- 
tion, and  those  appointed  if  the  full  term 
of  the  particular  office  is  for  not  less  than 
four  years,  (including  a  judge  holding  office 
on  the  date  of  adoption  of  this  Amend- 
ment) may,  in  accordance  with  the  pro- 
cedure described  in  this  section,  be  removed 
for  misconduct  in  office,  persistent  failure 
to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  or  con- 
duct which  shall   prejudice   the  proper  ad- 
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moval  or  retirement  of  a  judge.  All  proceed- 
ings, testimony,  and  evidence  before  the  Com- 
mission shall  be  confidential  and  privileged, 
except  that  the  record  of  any  proceeding 
filed  with  the  Court  of  Appeals  shall  lose  its 
confidential  character.  The  Court  of  Appeals 
shall  prescribe  by  rule  the  means  to  imple- 
ment and  enforce  the  powers  of  the  Commis- 


Section  5.28.     Procedures  of  Commission  on 
Judicial  Disabilities. 

The  Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities 
shall  act  only  upon  the  concurrence  of  a  ma- 
jority of  its  members.  The  Commission  shall 
elect  one  of  its  members  as  chairman.  Practice 
and  procedure  before  the  Commission  shall 
be  prescribed  by  rule. 

Section  5.29.     Removal  by  Court  of  Appeals 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Commission 


ministration  of  justice,  or  may  be  retired 
for  disability  seriously  interfering  with  the 
performance  of  his  duties,  which  is,  or  is 
likely  to  become,  of  a  permanent  char- 
acter. .  .  . 

(b)  The  General  Assembly  shall  review 
the  record  of  the  proceedings  on  the  law 
and  facts  and  in  its  discretion  may  permit 
the  introduction  of  additional  evidence  and 
by  a  joint  resolution  passed  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  members  elected  in  each  House 
thereof,  shall  order  removal  or  retirement, 
as  it  finds  just  and  proper,  or  wholly  reject 
the  recommendation.  Upon  an  order  for 
retirement,  the  judge  shall  thereby  be  re- 
tired with  the  rights  and  privileges  provided 
by  Law.  Upon  an  order  of  removal,  the 
judge  shall  thereby  be  removed  from  office, 
his  salary  shall  cease  from  the  date  of  such 
order,  and  neither  he  nor  his  widow,  upon 
his  death,  shall  receive  any  benefits,  pension, 
or  retirement  allowance  accruing  from  ju- 
dicial service. 

(c)  All  papers  filed  with  and  proceedings 
before  the  Commission  on  Judicial  Dis- 
abilities, pursuant  to  this  section  shall  be 
confidential,  and  the  filing  of  papers  with 
and  the  giving  of  testimony  before  the 
Commission  shall  be  privileged.  No  other 
publication  of  such  papers  or  proceedings 
shall  be  privileged  in  any  action  for  def- 
amation except  that  (a)  the  record  filed 
by  the  Commission  in  the  General  Assembly 
continues  to  be  privileged  and  upon  such 
filing  loses  its  confidential  character  and 
(b)  a  writing  which  was  privileged  prior 
to  its  filing  with  the  Commission  does  not 
lose  such  privilege  by  such  filing.  The 
Commission  and  the  General  Assembly  shall 
have  the  power  to  issue  and  enforce  process 
to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses  and 
the  production  of  evidence.  The  General 
Assembly  shall  by  statute  provide  for  pro- 
cedure under  this  section  before  the  Com- 
mission on  Judicial  Disabilities  and  by  rule 
shall  provide  for  procedure  under  this  sec- 
tion in  the  General  Assembly.  .  .  . 

Sec.  4A.  (b)  The  concurrence  of  a  ma- 
jority of  the  appointed  members  shall  be 
sufficient  for  the  validity  of  any  act  of  the 
Commission.  The  Commission  shall  select 
one   of  its  members   to   serve   as   Chairman. 


Sec.  4B.    (b)  The  General  Assembly  shall 
review  the  record  of  the  proceedings  on  the 
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on  Judicial  Disabilities  that  a  judge  be  re- 
moved from  office,  the  Court  of  Appeals,  af- 
ter a  hearing  and  upon  a  finding  of 
misconduct  while  in  office,  or  of  persistent 
failure  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office,  or 
of  conduct  prejudicial  to  the  proper  adminis- 
tration of  justice,  may  remove  the  judge 
from  office  or  may  censure  him.  A  judge  re- 
moved under  this  section,  and  his  surviving 
spouse,  shall  have  the  rights  and  privileges 
accruing  from  his  judicial  service  only  to  the 
extent  prescribed  by  the  order  of  removal. 
No  judge  shall  sit  in  judgment  in  any  hear- 
ing involving  his  own  removal. 


Section   5.30.    Retirement   by   Court   of   Ap- 
peals. 

Upon  recommendation  of  the  Commission 
on  Judicial  Disabilities  that  a  judge  be  re- 
tired from  office,  the  Court  of  Appeals,  after 
hearing  and  upon  a  finding  of  disability 
which  is  or  is  likely  to  become  permanent 
and  which  seriously  interferes  with  the  per- 
formance of  his  duties,  may  retire  the  judge 
from  office.  A  judge  retired  under  this  sec- 
tion shall  have  the  rights  and  privileges 
prescribed  by  law  for  other  retired  judges.  No 
judge  shall  sit  in  judgment  in  any  hearing 
involving  his  own  retirement. 


law  and  facts  and  in  its  discretion  may 
permit  the  introduction  of  additional  evi- 
dence and  by  a  joint  resolution  passed  by  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  elected  in 
each  House  thereof,  shall  order  removal  or 
retirement,  as  it  finds  just  and  proper,  or 
wholly  reject  the  recommendation.  Upon  an 
order  for  retirement,  the  judge  shall  thereby 
be  retired  with  the  rights  and  privileges 
provided  by  Law.  Upon  an  order  of  re- 
moval, the  judge  shall  thereby  be  removed 
from  office,  his  salary  shall  cease  from  the 
date  of  such  order,  and  neither  he  nor  his 
widow,  upon  his  death,  shall  receive  any 
benefits,  pension,  or  retirement  allowance 
accruing  from  judicial  service.  .  .  . 

Sec.  4B.  (c)  .  .  .  A  judge  who  is  a 
member  of  the  Commission  shall  not  par- 
ticipate in  any  proceedings  involving  his 
own  removal  or  retirement,  and  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  appoint  a  substitute  member  of 
the  Commission  for  the  purpose  of  said 
particular  proceedings. 

(d)  This  section  is  alternative  to,  and 
cumulative  with,  the  methods  of  retirement 
and  removal  provided  in  Sections  3  and  4 
of  this  Article,  and  in  Section  26  of  Article 
III  of  this  Constitution.  .  .  . 

Sec.  4B.  (a)  .  .  .  The  Commission  may, 
after  such  investigation  as  it  deems  neces- 
sary, order  a  hearing  to  be  held  before  it 
concerning  the  removal  or  retirement  of  a 
judge.  If,  after  hearing,  the  Commission 
finds  good  cause  therefor  as  aforesaid,  it 
shall  recommend  to  the  General  Assembly 
the  removal  or  retirement,  as  the  case  may 
be,  of  the  Judge. 

(b)  The  General  Assembly  shall  review 
the  record  of  the  proceedings  on  the  law 
and  facts  and  in  its  discretion  may  permit 
the  introduction  of  additional  evidence  and 
by  a  joint  resolution  passed  by  a  two-thirds 
vote  of  the  members  elected  in  each  House 
thereof,  shall  order  removal  or  retirement, 
as  it  finds  just  and  proper,  or  wholly  reject 
the  recommendation.  Upon  an  order  for 
retirement,  the  judge  shall  thereby  be  re- 
tired with  the  rights  and  privileges  provided 
by  Law.  Upon  an  order  of  removal,  the 
judge  shall  thereby  be  removed  from  office, 
his  salary  shall  cease  from  the  date  of  such 
order,  and  neither  he  nor  his  widow,  upon 
his  death,  shall  receive  any  benefits,  pension, 
or  retirement  allowance  accruing  from  ju- 
dicial service.  .  .  . 
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Administration 


Section  5.31.     Administration  of  Judicial  Sys- 
tem. 

The  chief  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
shall  be  the  administrative  head  of  the  judi- 
cial system.  He  shall  designate,  to  serve  at 
his  pleasure,  one  Intermediate  Appellate 
Court  judge,  one  Superior  Court  judge,  and 
one  District  Court  judge  as  the  chief  judge 
of  each  court.  Each  shall  perform  those  du- 
ties in  the  administration  of  the  judicial 
system  that  the  chief  judge  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals  shall  assign  to  him.  The  chief  judge 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals  may  assign  adminis- 
trative duties  to  other  judges  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  rule.  Any  judge  may  be  as- 
signed to  sit  temporarily  in  any  court  as  pre- 
scribed bv  rule. 


Sec.  9.  The  Judge,  or  Judges  of  any  Court, 
may  appoint  such  officers  for  their  respec- 
tive Courts  as  may  be  found  necessary; 
and  such  officers  of  the  Courts  in  the  City 
of  Baltimore  shall  be  appointed  by  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore 
City.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General 
Assembly  to  prescribe,  by  Law,  a  fixed  com- 
pensation for  all  such  officers;  and  said 
Judge,  or  Judges  shall,  from  time  to  time, 
investigate  the  expenses,  costs  and  charges 
of  their  respective  courts,  with  a  view  to 
a  change  or  reduction  thereof,  and  report 
the  result  of  such  investigation  to  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  for  its  action. 

Sec.  13 A.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
provide  by  General  Law  for  the  assignment 
by  the  Court  of  Appeals  of  any  of  the 
Chief  Judges  and  any  of  the  Associate 
Judges  of  the  several  Judicial  Circuits  of 
this  State,  including  any  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  from  Baltimore  City,  and 
any  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of 
Baltimore,  to  sit  in  any  other  or  different 
Judicial  Circuits  for  designated  and  limited 
periods,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  ac- 
cumulation of  business  or  because  of  the 
indisposition  or  disqualification  of  any 
judge.  And  any  judge  so  assigned  by  the 
Court  of  Appeals  shall  have  all  the  power 
and  authority  pertaining  to  the  judge  of 
the  court  to  which  he  is  assigned. 

Sec.  ISA.  The  Chief  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals  shall  be  the  administrative  head 
of  the  judicial  system  of  the  State.  He  shall 
from  time  to  time  require,  from  each  of  the 
judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  for  the  several 
counties  and  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of 
Baltimore  City,  and  of  any  intermediate 
courts  of  appeal,  reports  as  to  the  judicial 
work  and  business  of  each  of  the  judges  and 
their  respective  courts.  He  may,  in  case  of 
a  vacancy  or  of  the  illness,  disqualification 
or  other  absence  of  any  judge  of  the  Court 
or  Appeals  or  of  any  intermediate  court 
of  appeal,  or  for  the  purpose  of  relieving 
an  accumulation  of  business  in  any  of  said 
courts,  designate  and  assign  any  judge  of 
the  Court  of  Appeals  (if  the  assignment  is 
to  be  made  to  an  intermediate  court  of 
appeal),  any  judge  of  any  intermediate 
court  of  appeal  (other  than  that  to  which 
the  assignment  is  to  be  made),  any  judge 
of  any  of  the  Circuit  Courts  for  the  coun- 
ties, or  any  judge  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of 
Baltimore  City   to  sit   in  any  case  or  cases 
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or  for  a  specified  period  as  a  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  or  of  any  intermediate 
court  of  appeal  (as  the  case  may  be)  in 
lieu  of  a  judge  of  such  Court.  The  Chief 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  also  may 
designate  and  assign,  to  sit  as  a  judge  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  any  county  or  the 
Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City  and  of 
any  other  Court  or  Courts  of  Baltimore 
City  which  may  be  held  by  a  judge  of  said 
Supreme  Bench,  either  alone  or  with  one 
or  more  other  judges,  in  any  case  or  cases 
or  for  a  specified  period,  any  judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  or  of  any  intermediate 
court  of  appeal  or  of  any  other  Circuit 
Court  or  of  the  Supreme  Bench  of  Balti- 
more City.  Any  judge  designated  and 
assigned  by  the  Chief  Judge  of  the  Court 
of  Appeals  pursuant  to  this  section  shall 
have  all  the  power  and  authority  pertaining 
to  a  judge  of  the  Court  to  which  he  is  so 
assigned;  and  his  power  and  authority  shall 
continue  with  respect  to  all  cases  (including 
any  motions  or  other  matters  incidental 
thereto)  which  may  come  before  him  by 
virtue  of  such  designation  and  assignment 
until  his  action  thereon  shall  be  completed. 
In  the  absence  of  the  Chief  Judge  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals  the  provisions  of  this 
section  shall  be  applicable  to  the  senior 
judge  present  in  said  Court  of  Appeals.  The 
powers  of  the  Chief  Judge  under  the  afore- 
going provisions  of  this  section  shall  be 
subject  to  such  rules  and  regulations,  if  any, 
as  the  Court  of  Appeals  may  make.  The 
Court  of  Appeals  from  time  to  time  shall 
make  rules  and  regulations  to  revise  the 
practice  and  procedure  in  the  appellate 
courts  and  in  the  other  courts  of  this  State, 
which  shall  have  the  force  of  law  until 
rescinded,  changed  or  modified  by  the  Court 
of  Appeals  or  otherwise  by  law.  The  power 
of  the  courts  other  than  the  Court  of 
Appeals  to  make  rules  of  practice  and  pro- 
cedure shall  be  subject  to  the  rules  and 
regulations  prescribed  by  the  Court  of 
Appeals  or  otherwise  by  law. 

Sec.  32.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said 
Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  as  soon 
as  the  Judges  thereof  shall  be  elected  and 
duly  qualified,  and  from  time  to  time,  to 
provide  for  the  holding  of  each  of  the  afore- 
said Courts,  by  the  assignment  of  one,  or 
more  of  their  number  to  each  of  the  said 
Courts,  who  may  sit  either,  separately,  or 
together,  in  the  trial  of  cases;  and  the  said 
Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City  may, 
from  time  to  time,  change  the  said  assign- 
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Section  5.32.     Cost  of  Judicial  Branch. 

The  cost  of  the  operation  and  administra- 
tion of  the  judicial  branch  shall  be  borne 
exclusively  by  the  State,  and  all  revenues 
derived  from  the  operation  and  administra- 
tion of  the  judicial  branch  shall  inure  to  the 
State. 


ment,  as  circumstances  may  require,  and  the 
public  interest  may  demand;  and  the  Judge, 
or  Judges,  so  assigned  to  the  said  several 
Courts,  shall,  when  holding  the  same,  have 
all  the  powers  and  exercise  all  the  juris- 
diction, which  may  belong  to  the  Court  so 
being  held;  and  it  shall  also  be  the  duty  of 
the  said  Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City, 
in  case  of  the  sickness,  absence,  or  disability 
of  any  Judge  or  Judges,  assigned  as  afore- 
said, to  provide  for  the  hearing  of  the  cases, 
or  transaction  of  the  business  assigned  to 
said  Judge,  or  Judges,  as  aforesaid,  before 
some  one,  or  more  of  the  Judges  of  said 
Court. 

Sec.  41A.  .  .  .  [People's  Court  of  Balti- 
more City]  The  Judges  of  said  Court  shall 
have  full  power  to  regulate  by  rules  the 
administration,  procedure  and  practice  of 
said  Court;  such  rules  shall  have  the  force 
of  law  until  rescinded  or  modified  by  said 
Judges  or  the  General  Assembly.  Unless 
otherwise  provided  by  Law,  ( 1 )  all  powers 
granted  by  this  section  or  by  Law  to  said 
Court  or  the  Judges  thereof  as  a  body  may 
be  exercised  by  a  majority  of  the  Judges 
thereof,  and  (2)  said  Court  shall  not  be  a 
Court  of  Record.  .  .  . 

Sec.  410.  (c)  .  .  .  [Municipal  Court  of 
Baltimore  City]  The  Chief  Judge  and  the 
Associate  Judges  thereof  shall  have  such 
powers  and  duties  as  the  General  Assembly 
shall  prescribe  from  time  to  time  by  Law. 
The  Judges  of  said  Court  shall  have  full 
power  to  regulate  by  rules  the  administra- 
tion, procedure  and  practice  of  said  Court, 
including,  but  not  limited  to,  the  creation 
of  divisions  of  said  Court  to  hear  exclusively 
any  class  or  classes  of  cases  and  the  as- 
signment of  a  particular  judge  or  judges 
exclusively  to  such  divisions  and  the  vesting 
of  administrative  duties  in  the  Chief  Judge; 
such  rules  shall  have  the  force  of  Law  until 
rescinded  or  modified  by  said  Judges  or 
the  General  Assembly.  Unless  otherwise 
provided  by  Law,  all  powers  granted  by 
this  section  or  by  Law  to  said  Court  or  the 
Judges  thereof  as  a  body  may  be  exercised 
by  a  majority  of  the  Judges  thereof.  Said 
Court  shall  not  be  a  Court  of  Record.  .  .  . 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  45.  The  General  Assembly 
shall  provide  a  simple  and  uniform  system 
of  charges  in  the  offices  of  Clerks  of  Courts, 
and  Registers  of  Wills,  in  the  Counties  of 
this  State,  and  the  City  of  Baltimore,  and 
for  the  collection  thereof;  provided,  the 
amount  of  compensation  to  any  of  the  said 
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Section  5.33.     Clerks  of  Court. 

The  chief  judge  of  each  court  shall  ap- 
point, to  serve  at  his  pleasure,  a  chief  clerk 
of  that  court.  There  shall  be  in  each  county 
a  clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  who  shall  be 
selected  as  prescribed  by  law.  There  shall  be 
in  each  county  a  clerk  of  the  District  Court 
whose  appointment  and  term  shall  be  pre- 
scribed by  rule. 
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officers  in  the  various  Counties  and  in  the 
City  of  Baltimore  shall  be  such  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

Art.  IV,  sec.  17.  There  shall  be  a  Clerk 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  who  shall  be 
appointed  by  and  shall  hold  his  office  at  the 
pleasure  of  said  Court  of  Appeals. 

Sec.  25.  There  shall  be  a  Clerk  of  the 
Circuit  Court  for  each  County,  who  shall  be 
elected  by  a  plurality  of  the  qualified  voters 
of  said  County,  and  shall  hold  his  office  for 
four  years  from  the  time  of  his  election,  and 
until  his  successor  is  elected  and  qualified, 
and  be  re-eligible,  subject  to  be  removed  for 
wilful  neglect  of  duty,  or  other  misde- 
meanor in  office,  on  conviction  in  a  Court 
of  Law.  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office 
of  Clerk  of  a  Circuit  Court,  the  Judges  of 
said  Court  shall  have  power  to  fill  such 
vacancy  until  the  general  election  for 
Delegates  to  the  General  Assembly,  to  be 
held  next  thereafter,  when  a  successor  shall 
be  elected  for  the  term  of  four  years. 

Sec.  37.  There  shall  be  a  Clerk  of  each 
of  the  said  Courts  of  Baltimore  City,  except 
the  Supreme  Bench,  who  shall  be  elected 
by  the  legal  and  qualified  voters  of  said 
City,  at  the  election  to  be  held  in  said  City 
on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  First  Monday 
of  November,  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred 
and  fifty-eight,  and  shall  hold  his  office  for 
four  years  from  the  time  of  his  election, 
and  until  his  successor  is  elected  and 
qualified,  and  be  re-eligible  thereto,  subject 
to  be  removed  for  willful  neglect  of  duty, 
or  other  misdemeanor  in  office,  on  convic- 
tion in  a  Court  of  Law.  The  salary  of  each 
of  the  said  Clerks  shall  be  payable  as 
provided  in  Section  45  of  Article  3  of  this 
Constitution,  and  they  shall  be  entitled  to 
no  other  perquisites,  or  compensation.  In 
case  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Clerk  of 
any  of  said  Courts,  the  Judges  of  said 
Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City  shall  have 
power  to  fill  such  vacancy  until  the  general 
election  of  Delegates  to  the  General  As- 
sembly, to  be  held  next  thereafter,  when  a 
Clerk  of  said  Court  shall  be  elected  to  serve 
for  four  years  thereafter;  and  the  provisions 
of  this  Article  in  relation  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  Deputies  by  the  Clerks  of  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts  in  the  Counties  shall  apply  to 
the  Clerks  of  the  Courts  in  Baltimore  City. 

Sec.  41 A  (3).  .  .  .  There  shall  be  a 
Chief  Constable  of  said  Court,  who  shall 
perform  therein  the  duties  prescribed  for 
Clerks  of  Court  by  Section  10  of  this  Article 
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and  such  other  duties  as  shall  be  prescribed 
by  Law  or  by  rule  of  said  Court.  Such  Chief 
Constable  shall  be  appointed,  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  prescribed,  by  the  Judges  of  said 
Court;  and  such  Chief  Constable  shall  ap- 
point, in  the  manner  hereinafter  prescribed, 
all  original,  subsequent  and  additional 
constables  and  clerks  employed  pursuant  to 
this  section,  and  shall  supervise  and  direct 
the  work  of  all  such  constables  and  clerks. 
There  shall  be  appointed  originally  four- 
teen such  constables  and  sixteen  such  clerks; 
the  number  of  either  may,  on  the  joint 
recommendation  of  said  Court  and  said 
Chief  Constable,  be  increased  by  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  City;  no 
vacancy  in  the  position  of  any  constable  or 
clerk,  however  arising,  shall  be  filled  by 
said  Chief  Constable  unless  the  Judges  of 
said  Court  and  said  Chief  Constable  shall 
expressly  find  that  the  filling  of  such  va- 
cancy is  necessary  for  the  efficient  operation 
of  said  Court.  The  positions  of  said  Chief 
Constable  and  of  all  such  constables  and 
clerks  shall  be  positions  in  the  Classified 
City  Service  of  Baltimore  and  the  provisions 
of  the  Charter  of  said  City  with  respect  to 
said  City  Service  are  hereby  expressly  made 
applicable  thereto,  provided  that,  the  Chief 
Constable  at  the  time  this  amendment  be- 
comes effective  shall  continue  and  remain  in 
said  position  and  immediately  become  a 
member  of  said  Classified  City  Service  of 
Baltimore;  all  such  positions  shall  be  clas- 
sified by  the  City  Service  Commission  and 
all  appointments,  promotions,  transfers,  re- 
instatements, and  removals  with  respect  to 
such  positions  shall  be  made  only  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions,  rules  and  regula- 
tions of  said  Classified  City  Service  in  force 
from  time  to  time.  Such  Chief  Constable 
and  all  of  such  other  constables  and  all  such 
clerks  shall  receive  from  the  Mayor  and  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  City  such  compensa- 
tion as  said  Mayor  and  City  Council  shall 
prescribe.  Such  constables  and  clerks  shall 
perform  such  duties  as  may  now  or  here- 
after be  prescribed  by  Law  or  rule  of  Court. 
After  adoption  of  this  section  no  con- 
stable shall  be  appointed  by  the  Mayor  and 
City  Council  of  Baltimore  City  pursuant 
to  Section  42  or  Section  43  of  this  Article  IV, 
but  constables  in  office  upon  the  adoption 
of  this  section  shall  hold  office  for  the 
remainder  of  their  terms,  and  the  constables 
first  appointed  under  this  section  shall  take 
office  at  the  expiration  of  such  terms. 

Sec.  41B.  The     General     Assembly     shall 
have  power  by  Law  to  establish  a   People's 
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ARTICLE  6.     FINANCE 
Taxation 
Section  6.01.     Power  to  Tax. 

Taxes    shall    be    imposed    only    for    public 


Court  in  any  county,  or  any  part  thereof, 
incorporated  city  or  town  in  this  State, 
except  Baltimore  City,  and  to  prescribe  and 
from  time  to  time  to  alter  ( 1 )  the  number, 
qualifications,  tenure,  and  method  of  se- 
lection of  the  Judges  of  any  such  Court, 
and  their  powers,  duties  and  compensation, 
except  that  the  term  of  office  or  compensa- 
tion of  any  Judge  shall  not  be  reduced 
during  his  continuance  in  office;  (2)  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  such  Court  (which  may 
be  made  exclusive  as  to  any  class  or  classes 
of  civil  cases  in  such  county,  or  any  part 
thereof,  city  or  town)  and  the  right  of 
appeal  therefrom;  (3)  the  number,  qualifi- 
cations, tenure,  method  of  selection,  duties, 
and  compensation  of  all  constables,  clerks 
or  other  employees  for  such  Court;  and  (4) 
all  other  matters  relating  to  such  Court. 
After  adoption  of  this  Section  the  Governor 
shall  not  be  required  to  appoint  any  partic- 
ular number  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  in  any 
county  or  in  any  of  the  several  election 
districts  of  the  counties  as  now  provided  in 
Section  42  of  the  Constitution. 

Sec.  41C.  (d)  There  shall  be  a  Chief 
Clerk  of  said  Court  who  shall  be  appointed 
by  said  Court  and  who  shall  perform  such 
duties  as  may  be  prescribed  from  time  to 
time  by  said  Court  or  by  Law  by  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly.  He  shall  be  paid  such  com- 
pensation from  such  sources  as  the  General 
Assembly  shall  prescribe  from  time  to  time 
by  Law.  There  shall  be  such  deputy  and 
assistant  clerks,  clerical,  probationary,  sten- 
ographic and  other  employees  as  may  be 
prescribed  from  time  to  time  by  the  General 
Assembly  by  Law  and  such  Law  shall  pre- 
scribe the  method  of  selection,  amount  and 
manner  of  compensation  and  tenure  of  such 
employees  and  that  such  employees  and  the 
Chief  Clerk  shall  be  or  become  members  of 
the  Classified  City  Service  of  Baltimore  or 
the  Classified  Service  of  the  State  or  another 
classified  service  or  merit  system  which  may 
be  hereafter  established.  Such  employees 
shall  perform  such  duties  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed from  time  to  time  by  said  Court  or 
by  Law  by  the  General  Assembly.  The 
employees  of  the  Traffic  Court  of  Baltimore 
City  shall  be  transferred  from  the  Traffic 
Court  to  the  Municipal  Court,  as  of  the  first 
Monday  in  May,  1961. 


Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.   14.    That  no 
aid,   charge,   tax,   burthen   or  fees  ought   to 
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ers. 


Section  6.02.     Local  Taxing  Power. 

All  units  of  local  government  shall  retain, 
unless  wiLhdra\*Ti  by  the  General  Assembly 
by  law,  those  taxing  powers  that  they  have 
at  the  effective  date  of  this  Constitution. 
Taxing  powers  may  be  granted  or  withdra\*-n 
by  the  General  .\ssembly  by  law  applicable 
to  all  municipal  corporations  or  bv  law  ap- 
plicable to  one  or  more  of  the  other  popu- 
larly elected  represenutive  local  governments. 


Sccaon  6J8.    Awcumtents. 

.\ssessinents  with  respect  to  anv  tax  shall 
be  made  pursuant  to  uniform  rules  and  pur- 
suant to  classifications  of  propertv.  taxpavers. 
and  events  prescribed  bv  law.  which  classes 
shall  include  agricultural  property  as  defined 
bv  the  General  -\ssemblv  bv  law. 


Section  6.M.    Equaliiatkm. 

The  State  shall  prescribe  and  administer 
uniform  rules  and  methods  for  determining 
property  tax  assessments.  State  funds  distrib- 
uted to  units  of  local  government  on  the  ba- 
sis of  assessments  of  property  shall  be  deter- 
mined by  assessments  equalized  among  those 
units,  as  prescribed  by  the  General  .Assembly 
bv  law. 


be    rated    or    le\'ied,    under    any    pretence, 
without  the  consent  of  the  Legislature. 


Art.  ni,  sec.  51.  The  personal  prop- 
erty of  residents  of  this  State,  shall  be 
subject  to  taxation  in  the  county  or  city 
where  the  resident  bona  fide  resides  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  year  for  which  the  tax 
may  or  shall  be  levied,  and  not  elsewhere, 
except  goods  and  chattels  permanently 
located,  which  shall  be  taxed  in  the  city  or 
county  where  they  are  so  located,  but  the 
General  .Assembly  may  by  law  pro\'ide  for 
the  taxation  of  mortgages  upon  property  in 
this  State  and  the  debts  secured  thereby, 
in  the  county  or  city  where  such  property 
is  situated. 

Declaration  of  Rights,  .\rt.  15.    That  the 

le\-ying  of  taxes  by  the  pxDlI  is  grievous  and 
oppressive,  and  ought  to  be  prohibited:  that 
paupers  ought  not  to  be  assessed  for  the 
support  of  the  Government:  that  the  Gen- 
eral .Assembly  shall,  by  uniform  rules,  pro- 
\-ide  for  the  separate  assessment,  classifica- 
tion and  sub-classification  of  land,  improve- 
ments on  land  and  personal  property,  as  it 
may  deem  proper:  and  all  taxes  thereafter 
provided  to  be  leWed  by  the  State  for  the 
support  of  the  general  State  Government, 
and  by  the  Counties  and  by  the  City  of 
Baltimore  for  their  respective  purposes, 
shall  be  uniform  \%-ithin  each  class  or  sub- 
class of  land,  improvements  on  land  and 
personal  property  which  the  respective 
taxing  powers  may  have  directed  to  be  sub- 
jected to  the  tax  le\y;  yet  fines,  duties  or 
taxes  may  properly  and  justly  be  imposed, 
or  laid  with  a  political  view  for  the  good 
government  and  benefit  of  the  community. 

Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  43.    ...  The 

Legislature  may  provide  that  land  actively 
devoted  to  farm  or  agricultural  use  shall  be 
assessed  on  the  basis  of  such  use  and  shall 
not  be  assessed  as  if  subdivided. 

See  Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  15  at  Sec- 
tion 6.03  for  equalization. 
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Section  6.05.     Exemptions. 

Exemptions  with  respect  to  any  tax  im- 
posed by  the  State  shall  be  made  pursuant  to 
uniform  rules  within  classes  of  property,  tax- 
payers, or  events. 

State  Debt  and  Gifts 

Section  6.06.     State  Indebtedness. 

The  State  shall  have  the  power  to  incur  in- 
debtedness for  any  public  purpose  in  the 
manner  and  upon  the  terms  and  conditions 
that  the  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by 
law.  Unless  the  law  authorizing  the  creation 
of  an  obligation  includes  an  irrevocable 
pledge  of  the  full  faith  and  credit  of  the 
State,  the  obligation  shall  not  be  considered 
an  indebtedness  of  the  State  and  the  terms 
of  this  section  shall  not  apply.  If  the  law  in- 
cludes such  a  pledge  the  obligation  shall  be 
secured  by  the  unlimited  taxing  power  of  the 
State  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  terms  of 
this  section.  If  at  any  time  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  have  failed  to  appropriate  and  to 
make  available  sufficient  funds  to  provide  for 
the  timely  payment  of  the  interest  and  prin- 
cipal then  due  upon  all  state  indebtedness,  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  comptroller  to  pay, 
or  to  make  available  for  payment,  to  the 
holders  of  such  indebtedness  from  the  first 
revenues  thereafter  received  applicable  to  the 
general  funds  of  the  State,  a  sum  equal  to 
such  interest  and  principal.  All  state  indebt- 
edness shall  mature  within  fifteen  years  from 
the  time  when  such  indebtedness  is  incurred, 
except  that  at  the  time  of  authorizing  the  in- 
debtedness the  General  Assembly  by  law  may 
extend  the  period  to  not  more  than  twenty- 
five  years  by  the  affirmative  vote  of  three- 
fifths  of  all  the  members  of  each  house. 


See  Declaration   of  Rights,  Art.   15  at  Sec- 
tion  6.03  for  exemptions. 


Art.  Ill,  sec.  34.  No  debt  shall  be  here- 
after contracted  by  the  General  Assembly 
unless  such  debt  shall  be  authorized  by  a 
Law  providing  for  the  collection  of  an 
annual  tax,  or  taxes,  sufficient  to  pay  the 
interest  on  such  debt  as  it  falls  due,  and 
also  to  discharge  the  principal  thereof 
within  fifteen  years  from  the  time  of  con- 
tracting the  same;  and  the  taxes  laid  for 
this  purpose  shall  not  be  repealed  or  ap- 
plied to  any  other  object  until  the  said 
debt  and  interest  thereon  shall  be  fully 
discharged.  The  credit  of  the  State  shall 
not  in  any  manner  be  given,  or  loaned  to, 
or  in  aid  of  any  individual,  association  or 
corporation;  nor  shall  the  General  Assembly 
have  the  power  in  any  mode  to  involve 
the  State  in  the  construction  of  Works  of 
Internal  Improvement,  nor  in  granting  any 
aid  thereto,  which  shall  involve  the  faith 
or  credit  of  the  State;  nor  make  any  appro- 
priation therefor,  except  in  aid  of  the  con- 
struction of  Works  of  Internal  Improvement 
in  the  counties  of  St.  Mary's,  Charles  and 
Calvert,  which  have  had  no  direct  advan- 
tage from  such  Works  as  have  been  here- 
tofore aided  by  the  State;  and  provided, 
that  such  aid,  advances  or  appropriations 
shall  not  exceed  in  the  aggregate  the  sum  of 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars.  And  they 
shall  not  use  or  appropriate  the  proceeds 
of  the  Internal  Improvement  Companies,  or 
of  the  State  tax,  now  levied,  or  which  may 
hereafter  be  levied,  to  pay  oflf  the  public 
debt  (or)  to  any  other  purpose  until  the 
interest  and  debt  are  fully  paid,  or  the 
sinking  fund  shall  be  equal  to  the  amount 
of  the  outstanding  debt;  but  the  General 
Assembly  may  authorize  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  to  direct  the  State  Treasurer  to 
borrow  in  the  name  of  the  State,  in  antici- 
pation of  the  collection  of  taxes,  such  sum 
or  sums  as  may  be  necessary  to  meet 
temporary  deficiencies  in  the  Treasury,  to 
preserve  the  best  interest  of  the  State  in 
the  conduct  of  the  various  State  institutions, 
departments,  bureaus,  and  agencies  during 
each  fiscal  year.  Subject  to  the  approval 
of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  and  as  pro- 
vided by  Law,  the  State  Treasurer  is  au- 
thorized  to  make  and  sell  short-term  notes 
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Section    6.07.     Gift    or    Loan    of    Assets    or 
Credit. 

The  assets  or  credit  of  the  State  shall  not 
be  given  or  lent  to  any  individual,  association, 
or  corporation  unless  a  public  purpose  will 
be  served  thereby  and  unless  authorized  by 
the  General  Assembly  by  a  law  stating  the 
public  purpose  to  be  served.  A  gift  of  assets 
may  be  authorized  by  a  law  enacted  by  the 
affirmative  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  mem- 
bers of  each  house,  but  a  law  authorizing  a 
gift  of  credit  or  a  loan  of  credit  or  a  loan  of 
assets  shall  require  the  affirmative  vote  of 
three-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  each  house. 


Budget  and  Appropriations 

Section  6.08.     Appropriations. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  not  appropri- 
ate any  money  from  the  treasury  except  by  a 
budget  bill  or  a  supplementary  appropria- 
tion bill. 


for  temporary  emergencies,  but  such  notes 
must  only  be  made  to  provide  for  appro- 
priations already  made  by  the  General 
Assembly.  The  General  Assembly  may  con- 
tract debts  to  any  amount  that  may  be 
necessary  for  the  defense  of  the  State.  And 
provided  further  that  nothing  in  this  sec- 
tion shall  be  construed  to  prohibit  the 
raising  of  funds  for  the  purpose  of  aiding 
or  compensating  in  such  manner  or  way  as 
the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  shall 
deem  proper,  those  citizens  of  the  State 
who  have  served,  with  honor,  their  Country 
and  State  in  time  of  War;  provided,  how- 
ever, that  such  action  of  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  be  eflfective  only  when  sub- 
mitted to  and  approved  by  a  vote  of  the 
people  of  the  State  at  the  General  Election 
next  following  the  enactment  of  such  legis- 
lation. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  34.  ,  .  .  The  credit  of  the 
State  shall  not  in  any  manner  be  given,  or 
loaned  to,  or  in  aid  of  any  individual, 
association  or  corporation;  nor  shall  the 
General  Assembly  have  the  power  in  any 
mode  to  involve  the  State  in  the  construc- 
tion of  Works  of  Internal  Improvement,  nor 
in  granting  any  aid  thereto,  which  shall 
involve  the  faith  or  credit  of  the  State;  nor 
make  any  appropriation  therefor,  except  in 
aid  of  the  construction  of  Works  of  Internal 
Improvement  in  the  counties  of  St.  Mary's, 
Charles  and  Calvert,  which  have  had  no 
direct  advantage  from  such  Works  as  have 
been  heretofore  aided  by  the  State;  and 
provided,  that  such  aid,  advances  or  appro- 
priations shall  not  exceed  in  the  aggregate 
the  sum  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 
And  they  shall  not  use  or  appropriate  the 
proceeds  of  the  Internal  Improvement  Com- 
panies, or  of  the  State  tax,  now  levied,  or 
which  may  hereafter  be  levied,  to  pay  off 
the  public  debt  (or)  to  any  other  purpose 
until  the  interest  and  debt  are  fully  paid, 
or  the  sinking  fund  shall  be  equal  to  the 
amount  of  the  outstanding  debt;  .... 


Art.  Ill,  sec.  32.  No  money  shall  be 
drawn  from  the  Treasury  of  the  State,  by 
any  order  or  resolution,  nor  except  in 
accordance  with  an  appropriation  by  Law; 
and  every  such  Law  shall  distinctly  specify 
the  sum  appropriated,  and  the  object,  to 
which  it  shall  be  applied;  provided,  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  prevent  the 
General  Assembly  from  placing  a  contingent 
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Section  6.09.     The  Budget. 

The  governor  shall  submit  a  budget  for 
the  ensuing  fiscal  year  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly on  the  third  Wednesday  in  January  in 
each  year,  except  that  in  the  year  after  the 
election  of  a  new  governor,  the  budget  shall 
be  submitted  not  later  than  twelve  days  after 
the  convening  of  the  regular  session  of  the 
General  Assembly.  In  any  year  the  time  may 
be  extended  by  the  General  Assembly.  The 
budget  shall  show  the  estimated  surplus  or 
deficit  of  revenues  at  the  end  of  the  preced- 
ing year  and  shall  contain  for  the  ensuing  fis- 
cal year  an  estimate  of  revenues,  a  complete 
plan  of  proposed  expenditures  by  program 
including  all  appropriations  required  by  this 
Constitution  or  by  law,  and  any  additional 
information  prescribed  by  law,  all  in  such 
form  and  detail  as  the  governor  shall  deter- 
mine. The  total  of  the  proposed  expenditures 
shall  be  limited  to  funds  available  therefor 
as  shown  in  the  budget. 


Section  6,10.     Mandatory  Appropriations. 

The  estimates  of  appropriations  for  the 
legislative  branch  certified  by  the  presiding 
officer  of  each  house,  and  for  the  judicial 
branch  certified  by  the  judge  designated  by 
the  chief  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  to 
certify  the  judicial  branch  budget,  shall  be 
transmitted  to  the  governor  in  the  form  and 
at  the  time  that  he  shall  direct.  To  the  ex- 
tent that  appropriations  for  the  legislative 
and  judicial  branches  and  for  state  support 
of  public  school  systems  are  required  by  law, 


fund  at  the  disposal  of  the  Executive,  who 
shall  report  to  the  General  Assembly,  at 
each  Session,  the  amount  expended,  and  the 
purposes  to  which  it  was  applied.  An  ac- 
curate statement  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures of  the  public  money,  shall  be 
attached  to,  and  published  with  the  Laws, 
after  each  regular  Session  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

Sec.  52.  ( 1 )  The  General  Assembly  shall 
not  appropriate  any  money  out  of  the 
Treasury  except  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  section. 

(2)  Every  appropriation  bill  shall  be 
either  a  Budget  Bill,  or  a  Supplementary 
Appropriation  Bill,  as  hereinafter  provided. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  52.  (3)  On  the  third 
Wednesday  in  January  in  each  year,  (except 
in  the  case  of  a  newly  elected  Governor, 
and  then  not  later  than  ten  days  after  the 
convening  of  the  General  Assembly),  unless 
such  time  shall  be  extended  by  the  General 
Assembly,  the  Governor  shall  submit  to  the 
General  Assembly  a  Budget  for  the  next 
ensuing  fiscal  year.  Each  Budget  shall  con- 
tain a  complete  plan  of  proposed  expendi- 
tures and  estimated  revenues  for  said  fiscal 
year  and  shall  show  the  estimated  surplus 
or  deficit  of  revenues  at  the  end  of  the 
preceding  fiscal  year.  Accompanying  each 
Budget  shall  be  a  statement  showing:  (a) 
the  revenues  and  expenditures  for  the  pre- 
ceding fiscal  year;  (b)  the  current  assets, 
liabilities,  reserves  and  surplus  or  deficit  of 
the  State;  (c)  the  debts  and  funds  of  the 
State;  (d)  an  estimate  of  the  State's  fi- 
nancial condition  as  of  the  beginning  and 
end  of  the  preceding  fiscal  year;  (e)  any 
explanation  the  Governor  may  desire  to 
make  as  to  the  important  features  of  the 
Budget  and  any  suggestions  as  to  methods 
for  reduction  or  increase  of  the  State's 
revenue. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  52.  (4)  Each  Budget  shall 
embrace  an  estimate  of  all  appropriations  in 
such  form  and  detail  as  the  Governor  shall 
determine  or  as  may  be  prescribed  by  Law, 
as  follows:  (a)  for  the  General  Assembly 
as  certified  to  the  Governor  in  the  manner 
hereinafter  provided;  (b)  for  the  Executive 
Department;  (c)  for  the  Judiciary  Depart- 
ment, as  provided  by  Law,  certified  by  the 
Comptroller;  (d)  to  pay  and  discharge  the 
principal  and  interest  of  the  debt  of  the 
State    in    conformity    with    Section    34    of 
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the  estimates   therefor  shall   be   included   in 
the  budget  without  revision. 


Section  6.11.     Presentation  of  Budget  Bill. 

At  the  time  the  governor  submits  the 
budget  to  the  General  Assembly,  he  shall  de- 
liver to  the  presiding  officer  of  each  house  a 
budget  bill  for  all  the  proposed  appropria- 
tions of  the  budget,  classified  and  in  the 
form  and  detail  that  he  shall  determine  or 
that  the  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by 
law.  Each  presiding  officer  shall  promptly 
cause  the  budget  bill  to  be  introduced.  Be- 
fore final  action  on  the  budget  bill  by  the 
General  Assembly,  the  governor  may  amend 
or  supplement  the  bill  to  correct  an  over- 
sight, to  appropriate  funds  contingent  on 
passage  of  pending  legislation,  or  to  provide 
for  an  emergency.  An  amendment  or  a  sup- 
plement shall  be  delivered  to  the  presiding 
officer  of  each  house,  and  it  shall  become  an 
addition,  substitute,  or  motlification  of  the 
budget  bill  or  any  item  thereof.  Each 
amendment  or  supplement  shall  be  accompa- 
nied by  a  statement  by  the  governor 
explaining  the  reasons  therefor. 


Section  6.12.     Amendment  of  Budget  Bill. 

The  General  Assembly  may  amend  the 
budget  bill  by  increasing  any  item  relating  to 
the  legislative  or  judicial  branches,  or  by  re- 
ducing or  striking  out  any  item  except  the 
appropriation  of  sufficient  funds  to  provide 
for  the  timely  payment  of  interest  upon  and 
installments  of  principal  of  all  state  indebt- 
edness and  the  appropriations  required  by 
law  for  state  support  of  public  school  sys- 
tems. The  General  Assembly  may  not  amend 
the  budget  bill  in  any  other  manner,  or 
change  the  estimate  of  revenues,  or  decrease 
the  compensation  of  a  public  officer  during 
his  term  of  office. 


Article  3  of  the  Constitution,  and  all  Laws 
enacted  in  pursuance  thereof;  (e)  for  the 
salaries  payable  by  the  State  and  under 
the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  State;  (f) 
for  the  establishment  and  maintenance 
throughout  the  State  of  a  thorough  and 
efficient  system  of  public  schools  in  con- 
formity with  Article  8  of  the  Constitution 
and  with  the  Laws  of  the  State;  (g)  for 
such  other  purposes  as  are  set  forth  in  the 
Constitution  or  Laws  of  the  State. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  52.  (5)  The  Governor  shall 
deliver  to  the  presiding  officer  of  each 
House  the  Budget  and  a  bill  for  all  the 
proposed  appropriations  of  the  Budget  clas- 
sified and  in  such  form  and  detail  as  he 
shall  determine  or  as  may  be  prescribed  by 
Law;  and  the  presiding  officer  of  each  House 
shall  promptly  cause  said  bill  to  be  intro- 
duced therein,  and  such  bill  shall  be  known 
as  the  "Budget  Bill."  The  Governor  may, 
with  the  consent  of  the  General  Assembly, 
before  final  action  thereon  by  the  General 
Assembly,  amend  or  supplement  said  Budget 
to  correct  an  oversight,  provide  funds  con- 
tingent on  passage  of  pending  legislation 
or,  in  case  of  an  emergency,  by  delivering 
such  an  amendment  or  supplement  to  the 
presiding  officers  of  both  Houses;  and  such 
amendment  or  supplement  shall  thereby 
become  a  part  of  said  Budget  Bill  as  an 
addition  to  the  items  of  said  bill  or  as  a 
modification  of  or  a  substitute  for  any  item 
of  said  bill  such  amendment  or  supplement 
may  affect. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  52.  (6)  The  General  As- 
sembly shall  not  amend  the  Budget  Bill  so 
as  to  affect  either  the  obligations  of  the 
State  under  Section  34  of  Article  3  of  the 
Constitution,  or  the  provisions  made  by  the 
Laws  of  the  State  for  the  establishment  and 
maintenance  of  a  system  of  public  schools 
or  the  payment  of  any  salaries  required  to 
be  paid  by  the  State  of  Maryland  by  the 
(Constitution  thereof;  and  the  General  As- 
sembly may  amend  the  bill  by  increasing 
or  diminishing  the  items  therein  relating  to 
the  General  Assembly,  and  by  increasing 
the  items  therein  relating  to  the  judiciary, 
but  except  as  hereinbefore  specified,  may 
not  alter  the  said  bill  except  to  strike  out 
or  reduce  items  therein,  provided,  however, 
that  the  salary  or  compensation  of  any 
public  officer  shall  not  be  decreased  during 
his  term  of  office:  .... 
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Section  6.13.     Enactment  of  Budget  Bill. 

The  budget  bill  shall  become  law  when 
passed  by  both  houses  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly and  shall  not  be  subject  to  veto  by  the 
governor.  If  the  budget  bill  shall  not  have 
been  finally  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly 
by  the  eightieth  day  of  its  regular  session, 
the  governor  shall  issue  a  proclamation  ex- 
tending the  session  until  the  enactment  of 
the  budget  bill  and  ten  days  thereafter.  After 
the  proclamation  no  other  legislation,  except 
provision  for  the  cost  of  the  extended  ses- 
sion, shall  be  finally  passed  by  the  General 
Assembly  until  the  budget  bill  has  been  en- 
acted. 


Section  6.14.     Testimony  on  Budget  Bill. 

Either  house  of  the  General  Assembly  may 
require  any  person  in  any  branch  or  agency 
of  the  state  government,  other  than  the  gov- 
ernor, to  appear  and  testify  with  respect  to 
the  budget  bill  or  a  supplementary  appropri- 
ation bill.  The  governor  or  a  person 
designated  by  him  shall  have  the  right  to  ap- 
pear and  testify  with  respect  to  these  bills. 


Section  6.15.     Supplementary  Appropriations. 

Any  other  appropriation  shall  be  embod- 
ied in  a  supplementary  appropriation  bill, 
the  purpose  or  purposes  of  which  shall  be 
clearly  defined  therein.  In  a  regular  session  a 
supplementary  appropriation  bill  may  be 
passed  by  either  house,  but  shall  not  be  final- 
ly passed  by  both  houses  until  the  budget 
bill  has  been  enacted.  In  a  special  session  a 
supplementary  appropriation  bill  may  be 
considered  and  enacted  at  any  time.  Except 
with  regard  to  capital  projects  submitted  by 
the  governor,  a  supplementary  appropriation 
bill  shall  provide  the  revenue  necessary  to 
pay  the  appropriation  by  a  tax,  direct  or  in- 
direct, to  be  levied  and  collected  as  pre- 
scribed therein. 


Art.  Ill,  sec.  52  (6).  ...  and  such  bill, 
when  and  as  passed  by  both  Houses,  shall 
be  a  law  immediately  without  further  action 
by  the  Governor. 

(10)  If  the  Budget  Bill  shall  not  have 
been  finally  acted  upon  by  the  Legislature 
three  days  before  the  expiration  of  its 
regular  session,  the  Governor  may,  and  it 
shall  be  his  duty  to  issue  a  proclamation 
extending  the  session  for  some  further  period 
as  may,  in  his  judgment,  be  necessary  for 
the  passage  of  such  bill;  but  no  other 
matter  than  such  bill  shall  be  considered 
during  such  extended  session  except  a  pro- 
vision for  the  cost  thereof. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  52.  (7)  The  Governor  and 
such  representatives  of  the  executive  de- 
partments, boards,  officers  and  commissions 
of  the  State  expending  or  applying  for 
State's  moneys,  as  have  been  designated  by 
the  Governor  for  this  purpose,  shall  have 
the  right,  and  when  requested  by  either 
House  of  the  General  Assembly,  it  shall  be 
their  duty  to  appear  and  be  heard  with 
respect  to  any  Budget  Bill  during  the  con- 
sideration thereof,  and  to  answer  inquiries 
relative  thereto. 


Art.  Ill,  sec.  52.  (8)  Supplementary 
Appropriation  Bill.  Either  House  may  con- 
sider other  appropriations  but  both  houses 
shall  not  finally  act  upon  such  appropria- 
tions until  after  the  Budget  Bill  has  been 
finally  acted  upon  by  both  Houses,  and  no 
such  other  appropriation  shall  be  valid  ex- 
cept in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
following:  (a)  Every  such  appropriation 
shall  be  embodied  in  a  separate  bill  limited 
to  some  single  work,  object  or  purpose 
therein  stated  and  called  herein  a  Supple- 
mentary Appropriation  Bill;  (b)  Each  Sup- 
plementary Appropriation  Bill  shall  provide 
the  revenue  necessary  to  pay  the  appropria- 
tion thereby  made  by  a  tax,  direct  or  in- 
direct, to  be  levied  and  collected  as  shall 
be  directed  in  said  bill;  (c)  No  Supple- 
mentary Appropriation  Bill  shall  become  a 
law  unless  it  be  passed  in  each  House  by  a 
vote  of  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of 
the  members  elected,  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
recorded  on  its  final  passage;  (d)  Each 
Supplementary  Appropriation  Bill  shall  be 
presented  to  the  Governor  of  the  State  as 
provided  in  Section  17  of  Article  2  of  the 
Constitution  and  thereafter  all  the  provi- 
sions of  said  section  shall  apply. 
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Section  6.16.     Capital  Expenditures. 

Appropriations  for  capital  projects  to  be 
financed  by  the  creation  of  indebtedness  of 
the  State  shall  be  embodied  in  a  supplemen- 
tary appropriation  bill  which  shall  contain 
an  irrevocable  pledge  of  the  full  faith  and 
credit  and  unlimited  taxing  power  of  the 
State.  Any  such  appropriation  that  is  in  ad- 
dition to  or  exceeds  the  capital  appropria- 
tions submitted  to  the  General  Assembly  by 
the  governor  shall  provide  for  a  tax,  direct 
or  indirect,  sufficient  to  pay  the  debt  service 
required  thereby,  to  be  levied  and  collected 
as  prescribed  in  the  supplementary  appropri- 
ation bill. 

Lottery 

Section  6.17.     Lottery. 

Neither  the  State  nor  any  unit  of  local 
government  shall  operate  or  authorize  a  lot- 
tery for  the  purpose  of  financing  any  ex- 
penses  of    government. 

ARTICLE  7.     LOCAL  GOVERNMENT 

Counties 

Section  7.01.     Establishment  of  Counties. 

County  shall  mean  Baltimore  City,  each  of 
the  twenty-three  existing  counties,  and  other 
counties  established  pursuant  to  this  Consti- 
tution. The  General  Assembly  may  provide 
by  law  for  the  establishment,  merger,  or  dis- 
solution of  counties,  or  for  the  alteration  of 
their  boimdaries.  No  such  law  shall  become 
effective  until  submitted  to  the  voters  of 
each  county  affected  and  approved  by  a  ma- 
jority of  those  voting  on  the  question  in 
each  county  affected. 


Art.  Ill,  sec.  36.  No  Lottery  grant  shall 
ever  hereafter  be  authorized  by  the  General 
Assembly. 


ARTICLE    XL    CITY    OF    BALTIMORE. 

Section  1.  The  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore,  qualified  by  Law  to  vote  in  said 
city  for  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
shall  on  the  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday 
of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine,  and  on  the  same  day  and  month  in 
every  second  year  thereafter,  elect  a  person 
to  be  Mayor  of  the  City  of  Baltimore,  who 
shall  have  such  qualifications,  receive  such 
compensation,  discharge  such  duties,  and 
have  such  powers  as  are  now,  or  may  here- 
after be  prescribed  by  Law;  and  the  term 
of  whose  office  shall  commence  on  the  third 
Wednesday  in  the  November  of  the  year  of 
his  election,  and  shall  continue  for  two 
years,  and  until  his  successor  shall  have 
qualified. 

ARTICLE  XIII.    NEW  COUNTIES. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  may 
provide,  by  Law,  for  organizing  new  coun- 
ties, locating  and  removing  county  seats, 
and  changing  county  lines;  but  no  new 
county  shall  be  organized  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  majority  of  the  legal  voters 
residing  within  the  limits  proposed  to  be 
formed  into  said  new  county;  and  whenever 
a  new  county  shall  be  proposed  to  be 
formed  out  of  portions  of  two  or  more 
counties,  the  consent  of  a  majority  of  the 
legal    voters   of   such   part   of   each   of   said 
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counties,  respectively,  shall  be  required;  nor 
shall  the  lines  of  any  county  nor  of  Balti- 
more City  be  changed  without  the  consent 
of  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters  residing 
within  the  district,  which  under  said  pro- 
posed change,  would  form  a  part  of  a 
county  or  of  Baltimore  City  different  from 
that  to  which  it  belonged  prior  to  said 
change;  and  no  new  county  shall  contain 
less  than  four  hundred  square  miles,  nor 
less  than  ten  thousand  white  inhabitants; 
nor  shall  any  change  be  made  in  the  limits 
of  any  county,  whereby  the  population  of 
said  county  would  be  reduced  to  less  than 
ten  thousand  white  inhabitants,  or  its  ter- 
ritory reduced  to  less  than  four  hundred 
square  miles. 

Sec.  2.  At  the  election  to  be  held  for 
the  adoption,  or  rejection  of  this  Constitu- 
tion, in  each  Election  District,  in  those 
parts  of  Worcester  and  Somerset  Counties, 
comprised  within  the  following  limits,  viz: 
Beginning  at  the  point,  where  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line  crosses  the  channel  of  Poco- 
moke  River,  thence  following  said  line  to 
the  channel  of  the  Nanticoke  River,  thence 
with  the  channel  of  said  river  to  Tangier 
Sound,  or  the  intersection  of  Nanticoke  and 
Wicomico  Rivers,  thence  up  the  channel  of 
the  Wicomico  River  to  the  mouth  of 
Wicomico  Creek,  thence  with  the  channel 
of  said  creek  and  Passerdyke  Creek  to  Da- 
shield's  or  Disharoon's  Mills,  thence  with 
the  mill-pond  of  said  mills  and  Branch 
following  the  middle  prong  of  said  Branch, 
to  Meadow  Bridge,  on  the  road,  dividing  the 
Counties  of  Somerset  and  Worcester,  near 
the  southwest  corner  of  the  farm  of  William 
P.  Morris,  thence  due  east  to  the  Pocomoke 
River,  thence  with  the  channel  of  said  river 
to  the  beginning,  the  Judges  of  election,  in 
each  of  said  Districts,  shall  receive  the 
ballots  of  each  elector,  voting  at  said  elec- 
tion, who  has  resided  for  six  months,  .pre- 
ceding said  election  within  said  limits,  for 
or  against  a  new  county;  and  the  Return 
Judges  of  said  Election  Districts  shall  certify 
the  result  of  such  voting,  in  the  manner, 
now  prescribed  by  Law,  to  the  Governor, 
who  shall  by  Proclamation  make  known 
the  same;  and  if  a  majority  of  the  legal 
votes,  cast  within  that  part  of  Worcester 
County,  contained  within  said  lines,  and  also 
a  majority  of  the  legal  votes  cast  within 
that  part  of  Somerset  County,  contained 
within  said  lines,  shall  be  in  favor  of  a  new 
county,  then  said  parts  of  Worcester  and 
Somerset  Counties  shall  become  and  con- 
stitute   a    new    county,    to    be    called    Wi- 
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comico  County;  and  Salisbury  shall  be  the 
County  Seat.  And  the  Inhabitants  thereof 
shall  thenceforth  have  and  enjoy  all  such 
rights  and  privileges  as  are  held  and  en- 
joyed by  the  Inhabitants  of  the  other 
counties  of  this  State. 

Sec.  3.  When  said  new  county  shall 
have  been  so  created,  the  Inhabitants 
thereof  shall  cease  to  have  any  claim  to,  or 
interest  in  the  county  buildings,  and  other 
public  property  of  every  description,  belong- 
ing to  said  counties  of  Somerset  and 
Worcester,  respectively,  and  shall  be  liable 
for  their  proportionate  shares  of  the  then 
existing  debts  and  obligations  of  the  said 
counties,  according  to  the  last  assessment  in 
said  counties,  to  be  ascertained  and  appor- 
tioned by  the  Circuit  Court  of  Somerset 
County,  as  to  the  debts  and  obligations  of 
said  county,  and  by  the  Circuit  Court  of 
Worcester  County,  as  to  the  debts  and 
obligations  of  Worcester  County,  on  the 
petition  of  the  County  Commissioners  of 
the  said  counties,  respectively;  and  the 
property  in  each  part  of  the  said  counties, 
included  in  said  new  county,  shall  be  bound 
only  for  the  share  of  the  debts  and  obliga- 
tions of  the  county  from  which  it  shall  be 
separated;  and  the  Inhabitants  of  said  new 
county  shall  also  pay  the  county  taxes, 
levied  upon  them  at  the  time  of  the  creation 
of  such  new  county,  as  if  such  new  county 
had  not  been  created;  and  on  the  applica- 
tion of  twelve  citizens  of  the  proposed 
county  of  Wicomico,  the  Surveyor  of 
Worcester  County  shall  run  and  locate  the 
line  from  Meadow  Bridge  to  the  Pocomoke 
River,  previous  to  the  adoption,  or  rejection 
of  this  Constitution,  and  at  the  expense 
of  said  petitioners. 

Sec.  4.  At  the  first  general  election,  held 
under  this  Constitution,  the  qualified  voters 
of  said  new  county  shall  be  entitled  to 
elect  a  Senator,  and  two  Delegates  to  the 
General  Assembly,  and  all  such  county,  or 
other  officers  as  this  Constitution  may 
authorize,  or  require  to  be  elected  by  other 
counties  of  the  State;  a  notice  of  such 
election  shall  be  given  by  the  Sheriffs  of 
Worcester  and  Somerset  Counties  in  the 
manner  now  prescribed  by  Law;  and  in 
case  said  new  county  shall  be  established, 
as  aforesaid,  then  the  counties  of  Somerset 
and  Worcester  shall  be  entitled  to  elect 
but  two  Delegates  each  to  the  General 
Assembly. 

Sec.  5.  The     County     of     Wicomico,     if 
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Section  7.02.     Structure  of  County  Govern- 
ments. 

Each  county  shall  have  a  written  instru- 
ment of  government  which  establishes  its 
governmental  structure.  An  instrument  of 
government  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters 
of  the  county  and  shall  be  adopted  only  if 
approved  by  a  majority  of  those  voting  on 
the  proposal. 


formed  according  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Constitution,  shall  be  embraced  in  the  First 
Judicial  Circuit;  and  the  times  for  holding 
the  Courts  therein  shall  be  fixed  and  deter- 
mined by  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  6.  The  General  Assembly  shall  pass 
all  such  Laws  as  may  be  necessary  more 
fully  to  carry  into  effect  the  provisions  of 
this  Article. 

ARTICLE    VII.    SUNDRY    OFFICERS. 

Section  1.  County  Commissioners  shall 
be  elected  on  general  ticket  of  each  county 
by  the  qualified  voters  of  the  several  coun- 
ties of  the  State  on  the  Tuesday  next  after 
the  first  Monday  in  the  month  of  November, 
commencing  in  the  year  nineteen  hundred 
and  fifty-eight;  their  number  in  each  county, 
their  compensation,  powers  and  duties  shall 
be  such  as  now  or  may  be  hereafter  pre- 
scribed by  Law;  they  shall  be  elected  at 
such  times,  in  such  numbers  and  for  such 
periods,  not  exceeding  four  years,  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  Law. 

See  Art.  XI,  Sec.  1  at  Section  7.01  for  the 
election  of  the  mayor  of  Baltimore  City. 

Art.  XI,  sec.  2.  The  City  Council  of  Balti- 
more shall  consist  of  Two  Branches,  one  of 
which  shall  be  called  the  First  Branch,  and 
the  other  the  Second  Branch;  and  each  shall 
consist  of  such  number  of  members,  having 
such  qualification,  receiving  such  compen- 
sation, performing  such  duties,  possessing 
such  powers,  holding  such  terms  of  office, 
and  elected  in  such  manner,  as  are  now,  or 
may  hereafter  be  prescribed  by  Law. 

Sec.  3.  In  election  for  members  of  the 
First  Branch  of  the  City  Council  of  Balti- 
more shall  be  held  in  the  City  of  Baltimore 
on  the  Tuesday  after  the  first  Monday  of 
November,  eighteen  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every  year 
thereafter;  and  for  members  of  the  Second 
Branch  on  the  Tuesday  after  the  first  Mon- 
day of  November,  eighteen  hundred  and 
eighty-nine,  and  on  the  same  day  in  every 
second  year  thereafter;  and  the  qualification 
for  electors  of  the  members  of  the  City 
Council  shall  be  the  same  as  those  prescribed 
for  the  electors  of  Mayor. 

Sec.  4.  The  regular  sessions  of  the  City 
Council  of  Baltimore  (which  shall  be 
annual,)  shall  commence  on  the  third  Mon- 
day of  January  of  each  year,  and  shall  not 
continue  more  than  ninety  days,  exclusive 
of  Sundays;  but  the  Mayor  may  convene  the 
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City  Council  in  extra  session  whenever,  and 
as  often  as  it  may  appear  to  him  that  the 
public  good  may  require;  but  no  called,  or 
extra  session  shall  last  longer  than  twenty 
days,  exclusive  of  Sundays. 

Sec.  5.  No  person  elected  and  qualified 
as  Mayor,  or  as  a  member  of  the  City 
Council,  shall,  during  the  term  for  which  he 
was  elected,  hold  any  other  office  of  profit 
or  trust,  created,  or  to  be  created,  by  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore,  or  by 
any  Law  relating  to  the  Corporation  of 
Baltimore,  or  hold  any  employment,  or  posi- 
tion, the  compensation  of  which  shall  be 
paid,  directly  or  indirectly,  out  of  the  City 
Treasury;  nor  shall  any  such  person  be  in- 
terested, directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  con- 
tract, to  which  the  City  is  a  party;  nor 
shall  it  be  lawful  for  any  person,  holding 
any  office,  under  the  City,  to  be  interested, 
while  holding  such  office,  in  any  contract,  to 
which  the  City  is  a  party. 

Sec.  6.  The  Mayor  shall,  on  conviction  in 
a  Court  of  Law,  of  wilful  neglect  of  duty, 
or  misbehavior  in  office,  be  removed  from 
office  by  the  Governor  of  the  State,  and  a 
successor  shall  thereafter  be  elected,  as  in 
a  case  of  vacancy. 

ARTICLE    XI- A.     LOCAL    LEGISLATION 

Section  1.  On  demand  of  the  Mayor  of 
Baltimore  and  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore,  or  on  petition  bearing  the  sig- 
natures of  not  less  than  20%  of  the 
registered  voters  of  said  city  or  any  county 
(Provided,  however,  that  in  any  case  10,- 
000  signatures  shall  be  sufficient  to  com- 
plete a  petition),  the  Board  of  Election 
Supervisors  of  said  city  or  county  shall 
provide  at  the  next  general  or  congres- 
sional election,  occurring  after  such  demand 
or  the  filing  of  such  petition,  for  the  election 
of  a  charter  board  of  eleven  registered 
voters  of  said  city  or  five  registered  voters 
in  any  such  counties.  Nominations  for 
members  for  said  charter  board  may  be 
made  not  less  than  forty  days  prior  to  said 
election  by  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore  and  City 
Council  of  the  City  of  Baltimore  or  the 
County  Commissioners  of  such  county,  or 
not  less  than  twenty  days  prior  to  said 
election  by  petition  bearing  the  signatures 
written  in  their  own  handwriting  (and  not 
by  their  mark)  of  not  less  than  5%  of  the 
registered  voters  of  the  said  City  of  Balti- 
more or  said  county;  provided,  that  in  any 
case  two  thousand  signatures  of  registered 
voters    shall    be    sufficient    to    complete    any 
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such  nominating  petition,  and  if  not  more 
than  eleven  registered  voters  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore  or  not  more  than  five  registered 
voters  in  any  such  county  are  so  nomi- 
nated their  names  shall  not  be  printed  on 
the  ballot,  but  said  eleven  registered  voters 
in  the  City  of  Baltimore  or  five  in  such 
county  shall  constitute  said  charter  board 
from  and  after  the  date  of  said  election. 
At  said  election  the  ballot  shall  contain  the 
names  of  said  nominees  in  alphabetical  order 
without  any  indication  of  the  source  of 
their  nomination,  and  shall  also  be  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  permit  the  voter  to  vote  for  or 
against  the  creation  of  said  charter  board, 
but  the  vote  cast  against  said  creation  shall 
not  be  held  to  bar  the  voter  from  expressing 
his  choice  among  the  nominees  for  said 
board,  and  if  the  majority  of  the  votes  cast 
for  and  against  the  creation  of  said  charter 
board  shall  be  against  said  creation  the 
election  of  the  members  of  said  charter 
board  shall  be  void;  but  if  such  majority 
shall  be  in  favor  of  the  creation  of  said 
charter  board,  then  and  in  that  event  the 
eleven  nominees  of  the  City  of  Baltimore 
or  five  nominees  in  the  county  receiving  the 
largest  number  of  votes  shall  constitute  the 
charter  board,  and  said  charter  board,  or  a 
majority  thereof,  shall  prepare  within  twelve 
months  from  the  date  of  said  election  a 
charter  or  form  of  government  for  said  city 
or  such  county  and  present  the  same  to  the 
Mayor  of  Baltimore  or  President  of  the 
Board  of  County  Commissioners  of  such 
county,  who  shall  publish  the  same  in  at 
least  two  newspapers  of  general  circulation 
published  in  the  City  of  Baltimore  or  county 
within  thirty  days  after  it  shall  be  reported 
to  him.  Such  charter  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  voters  of  said  city  or  county  at  the 
next  general  or  congressional  election  after 
the  report  of  said  charter  to  said  Mayor  of 
Baltimore  or  President  of  the  Board  of 
County  Commissioners;  and  if  a  majority  of 
the  votes  cast  for  and  against  the  adoption 
of  said  charter  shall  be  in  favor  of  such 
adoption,  the  said  charter  from  and  after 
the  thirtieth  day  from  the  date  of  such 
election  shall  become  the  Law  of  said  city 
or  county,  subject  only  to  the  Constitution 
and  Public  General  Laws  of  this  State,  and 
any  public  local  laws  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  said  charter  and  any  former 
charter  of  the  City  of  Baltimore  or  county 
shall  be  thereby  repealed. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly  at  its  first 
session  after  the  adoption  of  this  amend- 
ment shall  by  public  general  law  provide  a 
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grant  of  express  powers  for  such  county  or 
counties  as  may  thereafter  form  a  charter 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Article.  Such 
express  powers  granted  to  the  counties  and 
the  powers  heretofore  granted  to  the  City 
of  Baltimore,  as  set  forth  in  Article  4,  Sec- 
tion 6,  Public  Local  Laws  of  Maryland,  shall 
not  be  enlarged  or  extended  by  any  charter 
formed  under  the  provisions  of  this  Article, 
but  such  powers  may  be  extended,  modified, 
amended  or  repealed  by  the  General 
Assembly. 

S€c.  3.  Every  charter  so  formed  shall 
provide  for  an  elective  legislative  body  in 
which  shall  be  vested  the  lawmaking  power 
of  said  city  or  county.  Such  legislative 
body  in  the  City  of  Baltimore  shall  be 
known  as  the  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore,  and  in  any  county  shall  be 
known  as  the  County  Council  of  the  county. 
The  chief  executive  officer,  if  any  such 
charter  shall  provide  for  the  election  of 
such  executive  officer,  or  the  presiding 
officer  of  said  legislative  body,  if  such 
charter  shall  not  provide  for  the  election 
of  a  chief  executive  officer,  shall  be  known 
in  the  City  of  Baltimore  as  Mayor  of  Balti- 
more, and  in  any  county  as  the  President 
of  the  County  Council  of  the  county,  and 
all  references  in  the  Constitution  and  Laws 
of  this  State  to  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore  and 
City  Council  of  the  City  of  Baltimore  or  to 
the  County  Commissioners  of  the  counties, 
shall  be  construed  to  refer  to  the  Mayor  of 
Baltimore  and  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore  and  to  the  President  and  County 
Council  herein  provided  for  whenever  such 
construction  would  be  reasonable.  From  and 
after  the  adoption  of  a  charter  by  the  City 
of  Baltimore,  or  any  county  of  this  State,  as 
hereinbefore  provided,  the  Mayor  of  Balti- 
more and  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore  or  the  County  Council  of  said 
county,  subject  to  the  Constitution  and 
Public  General  Laws  of  this  State,  shall  have 
full  power  to  enact  local  laws  of  said  city  or 
county  including  the  power  to  repeal  or 
amend  local  laws  of  said  city  or  county 
enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,  upon 
all  matters  covered  by  the  express  powers 
granted  as  above  provided;  ....  Provided, 
however,  that  the  charters  for  the  various 
counties  shall  specify  the  number  of  days, 
not  to  exceed  forty-five,  which  may  but  need 
not  be  consecutive,  that  the  County  Coun- 
cil of  the  counties  may  sit  in  each  year  for 
the  purpose  of  enacting  legislation  for  such 
counties,  and  all  legislation  shall  be  enacted 
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Section  7.03.     Change  of  Structure  of  County 
Governments. 

An  amendment  to  an  instrument  of  gov- 
ernment may  be  proposed  to  the  voters  of  a 
county  by  its  governing  body  or  by  petition 
of  the  voters  in  the  county  as  prescribed  in 
the  instrument  of  government.  An  amend- 
ment also  may  be  proposed  by  other  means 
prescribed  either  in  the  instrument  of  gov- 
ernment or  by  the  General  Assembly  by  law. 
An  amendment  shall  be  adopted  only  if  ap- 
proved by  a  majority  of  those  voting  on  the 
proposal. 


at  the  times  so  designated  for  that  purpose 
in  the  charter,  and  all  lav/s  and  ordinances 
so  enacted  shall  be  published  once  a  week 
for  three  successive  weeks  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  published  in  such  counties,  so 
that  the  taxpayers  and  citizens  may  have 
notice  thereof.  This  provision  shall  not 
apply  to  Baltimore  City.  All  such  local  laws 
enacted  by  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore  and 
City  Council  of  the  City  of  Baltimore  or  the 
Council  of  the  counties  as  hereinbefore 
provided,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules 
of  interpretation  as  those  now  applicable  to 
the  Public  Local  Laws  of  this  State,  except 
that  in  case  of  any  conflict  between  said 
local  law  and  any  Public  General  Law  now 
or  hereafter  enacted  the  Public  General 
Law  shall  control. 

ARTICLE    XIF.    HOME    RULE    FOR 
CODE   COUNTIES. 

Section  L  For  the  purposes  of  this 
Article,  ( 1 )  "code  county"  means  a  county 
which  is  not  a  charter  county  under  Article 
llA  of  this  Constitution  and  has  adopted 
the  optional  powers  of  home  rule  provided 
under  this  Article;  and  (2)  "public  local 
law"  means  a  law  applicable  to  the  in- 
corporation, organization,  or  government  of 
a  code  county  and  contained  in  the  county's 
code  of  public  local  laws;  but  this  latter 
term  specifically  does  not  include  (i)  the 
charters  of  municipal  corporations  under 
Article  HE  of  this  Constitution,  (ii)  the 
laws  or  charters  of  counties  under  Article 
llA  of  this  Constitution,  (iii)  laws,  whether 
or  not  Statewide  in  application,  in  the  code 
of  public  general  laws,  (iv)  laws  which 
apply  to  more  than  one  county,  and  (v) 
ordinances  and  resolutions  of  the  county 
government  enacted  under  public  local  laws. 

Sec.  9.  The  General  Assembly  may  make 
such  changes  in  this  Article,  except  in 
Section  seventh  thereof,  as  it  may  deem  best; 
and  this  Article  shall  not  be  so  construed,  or 
taken  as  to  make  the  political  Corporation 
of  Baltimore  independent  of,  or  free  from 
the  contix)l,  which  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland  has  over  all  such  Corporations 
in  this  State. 

Art.  XI-A,  sec.  5.  Amendments  to  any 
charter  adopted  by  the  City  of  Baltimore  or 
by  any  county  of  this  State  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Article  may  be  proposed 
by  a  resolution  of  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore 
and  the  City  Council  of  said  the  City  of 
Baltimore,   or    the   Council   of  said   county, 
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or  by  a  petition  signed  by  not  less  than 
20%  of  the  registered  voters  of  said  city 
or  county,  provided,  however,  that  in  any 
case  10,000  signatures  shall  be  sufficient  to 
complete  a  petition,  and  filed  with  the 
Mayor  of  Baltimore  or  the  President  of  the 
County  Council,  and  when  so  proposed 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  said 
city  or  county  at  the  next  general  or 
congressional  election  occurring  after  the 
passage  of  said  resolution,  or  the  filing  of 
said  petition;  and  if  at  said  election  the 
majority  of  the  votes  cast  for  and  against 
said  amendments  shall  be  in  favor  thereof, 
said  amendment  shall  be  adopted  and  be- 
comes a  part  of  the  charter  of  said  city  or 
county  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day 
after  said  election.  Said  amendments  shall 
be  published  by  said  Mayor  of  Baltimore  or 
President  of  the  County  Council  once  a 
week  for  five  successive  weeks  prior  to  said 
election  in  at  least  one  newspaper  published 
in  said  city  or  county. 

Art.  XI-F,  sec.  2.  The  governing  body 
of  any  county,  by  a  vote  of  at  least  two- 
thirds  of  the  members  elected  thereto,  may 
propose  by  resolution  that  the  county  be- 
come a  code  county  and  be  governed  by  the 
provisions  of  this  Article.  Upon  the  adop- 
tion of  such  a  resolution,  it  shall  be  certified 
to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  Elections 
in  the  county,  which  Board  (pursuant  to 
the  election  laws  of  the  State)  shall  submit 
to  the  voters  of  the  county  at  the  next 
ensuing  general  election  the  question 
whether  the  resolution  shall  be  approved 
or  rejected.  If  in  the  referendum  a  ma- 
jority of  those  persons  voting  on  this 
question  vote  for  the  resolution,  the  resolu- 
tion is  approved,  and  the  county  shall  be- 
come a  code  county  under  the  provisions 
of  this  Article,  on  the  thirtieth  day  after 
the  election.  If  in  the  referendum  a  ma- 
jority of  those  persons  voting  on  this  ques- 
tion vote  against  the  resolution,  the  resolu- 
tion  is   rejected,   and   of   no   further   effect. 

Provided  that  if  at  the  next  ensuing 
general  election  there  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  voters  of  the  county  a  proposed  charter 
under  Article  llA  of  this  Constitution,  the 
proposed  charter  only  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  voters  at  that  next  ensuing  general 
election.  If  the  proposed  charter  is  adopted 
by  the  voters,  this  particular  resolution  to 
become  a  code  county  shall  not  be  submitted 
to  the  voters  and  shall  have  no  further 
effect.  If  the  proposed  charter  is  rejected 
by  the  voters,  the  code  question  under  this 
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Section  7.04.     Powers  of  Counties. 

A  county  may  exercise  any  power,  other 
than  the  judicial  power,  or  perform  any 
function  unless  that  power  or  function  has 
been  denied  to  the  county  by  the  Constitu- 
tion or  by  its  instrument  of  government,  or 
has  been  transferred  exclusively  to  another 
governmental  unit,  or  has  been  denied  to  the 
county  by  the  General  Assembly  by  law.  A 
county  may  exercise  only  those  taxing  powers 
granted  to  it  by  the  General  Assembly  by 
law  but  shall  retain  taxing  powers  granted  to 
it  prior  to  the  effective  date  of  this  Constitu- 
tion, unless  any  of  those  powers  are  subse- 
quently denied  to  it  by  law. 


Article  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters  at 
the  general  election  two  years  later,  and 
no  charter  question  under  Article  llA  shall 
be  submitted  to  the  voters  at  that  general 
election. 

See  Art.  Ill,  Sec.  61  at  Section  1.16  for 
the  power  of  the  General  Assembly  by 
public  local  law  to  enable  any  county  or 
municipal  corporation  to  carry  out  urban 
renewal   projects. 

Art.  XI,  sec.  8.  All  Laws  and  Ordi- 
nances, now  in  force,  applicable  to  the  City 
of  Baltimore,  not  inconsistent  with  this 
Article,  shall  be,  and  they  are  hereby  con- 
tinued until  changed  in  due  course  of  Law. 

Art.  XI-A,  sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly 
at  its  first  session  after  the  adoption  of 
this  amendment  shall  by  public  general  law 
provide  a  grant  of  express  powers  for  such 
county  or  counties  as  may  thereafter  form 
a  charter  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Article.  Such  express  powers  granted  to  the 
counties  and  the  powers  heretofore  granted 
to  the  City  of  Baltimore,  as  set  forth  in 
Article  4,  Section  6,  Public  Local  Laws  of 
Maryland,  shall  not  be  enlarged  or  extended 
by  any  charter  formed  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Article,  but  such  powers  may 
be  extended,  modified,  amended  or  repealed 
by  the  General  Assembly. 

Art.  XI-A,  sec.  3.  .  .  .  From  and 
after  the  adoption  of  a  charter  by  the  City 
of  Baltimore,  or  any  county  of  this  State, 
as  hereinbefore  provided,  the  Mayor  of 
Baltimore  and  City  Council  of  the  City  of 
Baltimore  or  the  County  Council  of  said 
county,  subject  to  the  Constitution  and 
Public  General  Laws  of  this  State,  shall  have 
full  power  to  enact  local  laws  of  said  city  or 
county  including  the  power  to  repeal  or 
amend  local  laws  of  said  city  or  county 
enacted  by  the  General  Assembly,,  upon 
all  matters  covered  by  the  express  powers 
granted  as  above  provided;  provided  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  authorize  or  empower  the  County  Council 
of  any  county  in  this  State  to  enact  laws  or 
regulations  for  any  incorporated  town, 
village,  or  municipality  in  said  county,  on 
any  matter  covered  by  the  powers  granted 
to  said  town,  village,  or  municipality  by  the 
Act  incorporating  it,  or  any  subsequent  Act 
or  Acts  amendatory  thereto.  Provided,  how- 
ever, that  the  charters  for  the  various 
counties  shall  specify  the  number  of  days, 
not  to  exceed  forty-five,  which  may  but  need 
not  be  consecutive,  that  the  County  Coun- 
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cil  of  the  counties  may  sit  in  each  year  for 
the  purpose  of  enacting  legislation  for  such 
counties,  and  all  legislation  shall  be  enacted 
at  the  times  so  designated  for  that  purpose 
in  the  charter,  and  all  laws  and  ordinances 
so  enacted  shall  be  published  once  a  week 
for  three  successive  weeks  in  at  least  one 
newspaper  published  in  such  counties,  so 
that  the  taxpayers  and  citizens  may  have 
notice  thereof.  This  provision  shall  not 
apply  to  Baltimore  City.  All  such  local  laws 
enacted  by  the  Mayor  of  Baltimore  and 
City-  Council  of  the  City  of  Baltimore  or  the 
Council  of  the  counties  as  hereinbefore 
provided,  shall  be  subject  to  the  same  rules 
of  interpretation  as  those  now  applicable  to 
the  Public  Local  Laws  of  this  State,  except 
that  in  case  of  any  conflict  between  said 
local  law  and  any  Public  General  Law  now 
or  hereafter  enacted  the  Public  General 
Law  shall  control. 

Sec.  4.  From  and  after  the  adoption  of  a 
charter  under  the  provisions  of  this  Article 
by  the  City  of  Baltimore  or  any  county  of 
this  State,  no  public  local  law  shall  be 
enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  for  said 
city  or  count>'  on  any  subject  covered  by 
the  express  powers  granted  as  above  pro- 
vided. Any  law  so  drawn  as  to  apply  to  two 
or  more  of  the  geographical  subdivisions  of 
this  State  shall  not  be  deemed  a  Local  Law, 
within  the  meaning  of  this  Act.  The  term 
"geographical  sub-division"  herein  used  shall 
be  taken  to  mean  the  City  of  Baltimore  or 
any  of  the  counties  of  this  State. 

Sec.  6.  The  power  heretofore  conferred 
upon  the  General  Assembly  to  prescribe  the 
number,  compensation,  powers  and  duties 
of  the  County  Commissioners  in  each 
county,  and  the  power  to  make  changes  in 
Sections  1  to  6  inclusive,  Article  XI  of  this 
Constitution,  when  expressly  granted  as 
hereinbefore  provided,  are  hereby  trans- 
ferred to  the  voters  of  each  county  and  the 
\T>ters  of  City  of  Baltimore,  respectively, 
pro\-ided  that  said  powers  so  transferred 
shall  be  exercised  only  by  the  adoption 
or  amendment  of  a  charter  as  hereinbefore 
provided;  and  provided  further  that  this 
Article  shall  not  be  construed  to  authorize 
the  exercise  of  any  pjowers  in  excess  of  those 
conferred  by  the  legislature  upon  said 
counties  or   city   as   this   Article   sets   forth. 

See  Art.  XI-B,  Sec.  1  and  Sec.  2  at  Section 
1.16  for  the  power  of  the  General  Assembly 
by  public  local  law  to  authorize  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  to  acquire 
and  sell  land  for  land  development. 
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See  Art.  XI-C,  Sec.  1  and  Sec.  2  at  Sec- 
tion 1.16  for  the  powers  of  the  General 
Assembly  by  public  local  law  to  authorize 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
to  acquire  land  for  offstreet  parking. 

See  Art.  XI-D,  Sec.  1  and  Sec.  2  at  Sec- 
tion 1.16  for  the  power  of  the  General 
Assembly  by  public  local  law  to  authorize 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
to   acquire   land   for  port    development. 

Art.  XI-F,  sec.  3.  Except  as  otherwise 
provided  in  this  Article,  a  code  county  may 
enact,  amend,  or  repeal  a  public  local  law 
of  that  county,  following  the  procedure  in 
this  Article. 

See  Art.  XI-F,  Sec.  5  at  Section  3,22  for 
classification    of   counties. 

Art.  XI-F,  sec.  6.  A  code  county  may 
enact,  amend,  or  repeal  a  public  local  law 
of  that  county  by  a  resolution  of  the  board 
of  county  commissioners.  The  General  As- 
sembly may  amplify  the  provisions  of  this 
section  by  general  law  in  any  manner  not 
inconsistent  with  this  Article. 

Sec.  7.  Any  action  of  a  code  county  in 
the  enactment,  amendment,  or  repeal  of  a 
public  local  law  is  subject  to  a  referendum 
of  the  voters  in  the  county,  as  in  this  section 
provided.  The  enactment,  amendment,  or 
repeal  shall  be  effective  unless  a  petition 
of  the  registered  voters  of  the  county  re- 
quires that  it  be  submitted  to  a  referendum 
of  the  voters  in  the  county.  The  General 
Assembly  shall  amplify  the  provisions  of 
this  section  by  general  law  in  any  manner 
not  inconsistent  with  this  Article,  except 
that  in  any  event  the  number  of  signatures 
required  on  such  a  petition  shall  not  be 
fewer  than  five  percentum  (5%)  of  the 
voters  in  a  county  registered  for  county 
and  State  elections. 

Sec.  9.  A  code  county  shall  not  levy 
any  type  of  tax,  license  fee,  franchise  tax, 
or  fee  which  was  not  in  effect  or  authorized 
in  the  code  county  at  the  time  it  came 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Article,  until 
an  express  authorization  of  the  General 
Assembly  has  been  enacted  for  this  pur- 
pose by  a  general  law  which  in  its  terms 
and  cflfcct  applies  alike  to  all  code  counties 
in  one  or  more  of  the  classes  provided  for 
in  Section  5  of  this  Article. 
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Municipal     Corporations     and     Intracounty 
Governmental  Units 

Section    7.05.     Existing    Municipal    Corpora- 
tions. 

Municipal  corporation  shall  mean  an  in- 
corporated city,  town,  or  village,  but  shall 
not  include  Baltimore  City  or  any  other 
county.  Municipal  corporations  existing  at 
the  effective  date  of  this  Constitution  may 
not  be  merged  or  dissolved  or  have  their 
boundaries  altered  or  have  their  existing 
powers  withdrawn,  without  the  consent  of 
the  governing  bodies  of  the  county  and  the 
municipal  corporations  affected,  or  except  as 
the  General  Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law. 


Section    7.06.     New    Municipal    Corporations 
and  Intracounty  Governmental  Units. 

A  county  may  provide  by  law  for  the  crea- 
tion of  new  municipal  corporations  and 
other  units  of  local  government  comprising  a 
part  of  the  area  of  the  county  and  by  law 
n^y  grant  to  and  withdraw  from  them  any 
and  all  powers  of  the  county,  subject  to  any 
procedures  and  standards  that  the  General 
Assembly  may  prescribe  by  law. 


Art.  XI-E,  sec.  3.  Any  such  municipal 
corporation,  now  existing  or  hereafter  cre- 
ated, shall  have  the  power  and  authority, 
(a)  to  amend  or  repeal  an  existing  charter 
or  local  laws  relating  to  the  incorporation, 
organization,  government,  or  affairs  of  said 
municipal  corporation  heretofore  enacted  by 
the  General  Assembly  of  Maryland,  and  (b) 
to  adopt  a  new  charter,  and  to  amend  or 
repeal  any  charter  adopted  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  Article. 

Sec.  6.  All  charter  provisions,  or  amend- 
ments thereto,  adopted  under  the  provi- 
sions of  this  Article,  shall  be  subject  to  all 
applicable  laws  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly;  except  that  any  local  laws,  or 
amendments  thereto,  relating  to  the  incor- 
poration, organization,  government,  or  af- 
fairs of  any  municipal  corporation  and  en- 
acted before  this  Article  becomes  effective, 
shall  be  subject  to  any  charter  provisions, 
or  amendments  thereto,  adopted  under  the 
provisions  of  this  Article.  Any  local  law, 
or  amendments  thereto,  relating  to  the  in- 
corporation, organization,  government,  or 
affairs  of  any  municipal  corporation  and  in 
effect  at  the  time  this  Article  becomes 
effective,  shall  be  subject  to  any  applicable 
State  law  enacted  after  this  Article  becomes 
effective.  All  laws  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly  and  in  effect  at  the  time  this 
Article  becomes  effective,  shall  remain  in 
effect  until  amended  or  repealed  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  this  Constitu- 
tion. Nothing  in  this  Article  shall  be  con- 
strued to  authorize  any  municipal  corpo- 
ration, by  any  amendment  or  addition  to 
its  charter,  to  permit  any  act  which  is 
prohibited  by  the  laws  of  this  State  con- 
cerning the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  Day 
or  the  manufacture,  licensing  or  sale  of 
alcoholic  beverages. 

Art.  XI-E,  section  1.  Except  as  provided 
elsewhere  in  this  Article,  the  General  As- 
sembly shall  not  pass  any  law  relating  to 
the  incorporation,  organization,  government, 
or  affairs  of  those  municipal  corporations 
which  are  not  authorized  by  Article  11-A 
of  the  Constitution  to  have  a  charter  form 
of  government  which  will  be  special  or 
local  in  its  terms  or  in  its  effect,  but  the 
General  Assembly  shall  act  in  relation  to 
the  incorporation,  organization,  government, 
or   affairs   of   any   such   municipal    corpora- 
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Section  7.07.     Additional  Powers  of  Munici- 
pal Corporations. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  or  a  county 
by  law  may  grant  additional  powers  to  mu- 
nicipal corporations,  and  the  granting  au- 
thority may  withdraw  such  powers. 


tion  only  by  general  laws  which  shall  in 
their  terms  and  in  their  effect  apply  alike 
to  all  municipal  corporations  in  one  or 
more  of  the  classes  provided  for  in  Section 
2  of  this  Article.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  General  Assembly  to  provide  by  Law  the 
method  by  which  new  municipal  corpo- 
rations shall  be  formed. 

Sec.  2.  The  General  Assembly,  by  Law, 
shall  classify  all  such  municipal  corpora- 
tions by  grouping  them  into  not  more  than 
four  classes  based  on  populations  as  deter- 
mined by  the  most  recent  census  made 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States  or 
the  State  of  Maryland.  No  more  than  one 
such  grouping  of  municipal  corporations 
into  four  (or  fewer)  classes  shall  be  in  effect 
at  any  time,  and  the  enactment  of  any  such 
grouping  of  municipal  corporations  into 
four  (or  fewer)  classes  shall  repeal  any 
such  grouping  of  municipal  corporations 
into  four  (or  fewer)  classes  then  in  effect. 
Municipal  corporations  shall  be  classified 
only  as  provided  in  this  section  and  not 
otherwise. 

See  Art.  Ill,  Sec.  61  at  Section  LI 6  for 
the  power  of  the  General  Assembly  by  pub- 
lic local  law  to  enable  any  county  or  munic- 
ipal corporation  to  carry  out  urban  renewal 
projects. 

Art.  XI-A,  sec.  3.  .  .  .  provided  that 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  authorize  or  empower  the  County  Council 
of  any  county  in  this  State  to  enact  laws  or 
regulations  for  any  incorporated  town, 
village,  or  municipality  in  said  county,  on 
any  matter  covered  by  the  powers  granted 
to  said  town,  village,  or  municipality  by  the 
Act  incorporating  it,  or  any  subsequent  Act 
or  Acts  amendatory  thereto.  .  .  . 

Art.  XI-E,  sec.  4.  The  adoption  of  a 
new  charter,  the  amendment  of  any  charter 
or  local  laws,  or  the  repeal  of  any  part 
of  a  charter  or  local  laws  shall  be  proposed 
either  by  a  resolution  of  the  legislative  body 
of  any  such  municipal  corporation  or  by 
a  petition  containing  the  signatures  of  at 
least  five  per  cent  of  the  registered  voters 
of  a  municipal  corporation  and  filed  with 
the  legislative  body  of  said  municipal  corpo- 
ration. The  General  Assembly  shall  amplify 
the  provisions  of  this  section  by  general 
law  in  any  manner  not  inconsistent  with 
this  Article. 
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Multi-County  Governments 

Section  7.08.     Establishment  of  Multi-County 
Governmental  Units. 

Multi-county  governmental  units,  includ- 
ing intergovernmental  authorities  and  popu- 
larly elected  representative  regional  gov- 
ernments, shall  consist  of  all  or  part  of  two 
or  more  counties.  The  General  Assembly  may 
provide  by  law  for  the  establishment,  merger, 
or  dissolution  of  multi-county  governmental 
units,  or  for  the  alteration  of  their  bounda- 
ries, or  for  the  powers  they  may  exercise. 
The  General  Assembly  may  provide  for  ref- 
erenda on  any  of  these  laws  pertaining  to  a 
popularly  elected  representative  regional  gov- 
ernment. 

Section  7.09.  Financing  of  Intergovernmental 
Authorities. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  or  a  popu- 
larly elected  representative  local  government 
by  law  may  grant  to  an  intergovernmental 
authority  the  power  to  impose  and  to  collect 
service  or  benefit  charges,  to  borrow  money, 
and  to  collect  taxes  imposed  by  the  General 
Assembly  or  by  the  popularly  elected  repre- 
sentative local  government,  but  may  not 
grant  the  power  to  impose  taxes. 

Credit  Limitations 

Section    7.10.     Credit    Limitations    of    Local 
Governments. 

The  assets  or  credit  of  a  unit  of  local  gov- 
ernment may  be  given  or  lent  to  any  indi- 
vidual, association,  or  corporation  only  if  a 
public  purpose  will  be  served  thereby,  and 
then  subject  to  any  other  restrictions  pre- 
scribed by  law.  The  act  of  the  governing 
body  making  the  gift  or  loan  shall  state  the 
public  purpose  to  be  served,  and  no  gift  of 
credit  or  loan  of  credit  or  loan  of  assets  shall 
be  made  without  the  consent  of  three-fifths 
of  the  members  of  the  governing  body. 


Art.  Ill,  sec.  54.  No  County  of  this 
State  shall  contract  any  debt,  or  obligation, 
in  the  construction  of  any  Railroad,  Canal, 
or  other  Work  of  Internal  Improvement, 
nor  give,  or  loan  its  credit  to,  or  in  aid  of 
any  association,  or  corporation,  unless  au- 
thorized by  an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly. 

Art  XI,  sec.  7.  From  and  after  the 
adoption  of  this  Constitution,  no  debt 
(except  as  hereinafter  excepted),  shall  be 
created  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of 
Baltimore;  nor  shall  the  credit  of  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  be  given,  or 
loaned  to,  or  in  aid  of  any  individual, 
association,  or  corporation;  nor  shall  the 
Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  have 
the  power  to  involve  the  City  of  Baltimore 
in  the  construction  of  works  of  internal 
improvement,  nor  in  granting  any  aid 
thereto,  which  shall  involve  the  faith  and 
credit  of  the  city,  nor  make  any  appropria- 
tion therefor,  unless  such  debt  or  credit  be 
authorized  by  an  Act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  Maryland,  and  by  an  ordinance 
of  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore, 
submitted  to  the  legal  voters  of  the  City 
of    Baltimore,    at    such    time    and    place    as 
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may  be  fixed  by  said  ordinance,  and  ap- 
proved by  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  at 
such  time  and  place;  such  ordinance  shall 
provide  for  the  discharge  of  any  such  debt 
or  credit  within  the  period  of  forty  (40) 
years  from  the  time  of  contracting  the  same; 
but  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  may, 
temporarily,  borrov^  any  amount  of  money 
to  meet  any  deficiency  in  the  City  Treasury, 
and  may  borrow  any  amount  at  any  time 
to  provide  for  any  emergency  arising  from 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  the  police,  or 
preserving  the  health,  safety  and  sanitary 
condition  of  the  City,  and  may  make  due 
and  proper  arrangements  and  agreements 
for  the  renewal  and  extension,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  of  any  and  all  debts  and 
obligations  created  according  to  law  before 
the  adoption  of  this  Constitution. 

Art.  XI-E,  sec.  5.  Notwithstanding  any 
other  provision  in  this  Article,  the  General 
Assembly  may  enact,  amend,  or  repeal  local 
laws  placing  a  maximum  limit  on  the  rate 
at  which  property  taxes  may  be  imposed 
by  any  such  municipal  corporation  and 
regulating  the  maximum  amount  of  debt 
which  may  be  incurred  by  any  municipal 
corporation.  However,  no  such  local  law 
shall  become  effective  in  regard  to  a  munici- 
pal corporation  until  and  unless  it  shall 
have  been  approved  at  a  regular  or  special 
municipal  election  by  a  majority  of  the 
voters  of  that  municipal  corporation  voting 
on  the  question.  No  such  municipal  corpo- 
ration shall  levy  any  type  of  tax,  license, 
fee,  franchise  tax  or  fee  which  was  not 
in  effect  in  such  municipal  corporation  on 
January  1,  1954,  unless  it  shall  receive 
the  express  authorization  of  the  General 
Assembly  for  such  purpose,  by  a  general 
law  which  in  its  terms  and  its  effect  applies 
alike  to  all  municipal  corporations  in  one 
or  more  of  the  classes  provided  for  in 
Section  2  of  this  Article.  All  charter  pro- 
visions enacted  under  the  authority  of  Sec- 
tion 3  of  this  Article  shall  be  subject  to 
any  local  laws  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly  and  approved  by  the  municipal 
voters  under  the   provisions  of   this  section. 

Art.  XI-F,  sec.  8.  Notwithstanding  any 
other  provisions  of  this  Article,  the  Gen- 
eral Assembly  has  exclusive  power  to  enact, 
amend,  or  repeal  any  local  law  for  a  code 
county  which  ( 1 )  authorizes  or  places  a 
maximum  limit  upon  the  rate  of  property 
taxes  which  may  be  imposed  by  the  code 
county;  or  (2)  authorizes  or  regulates  the 
maximum    amount    of    indebtedness    which 
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ARTICLE  8.     EDUCATION 

Section  8.01.     Public  Education. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  shall  pro- 
vide for  a  statewide  system  of  free  public 
schools.  The  system  shall  be  headed  by  a 
governing  board  whose  members  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  governor.  The  General 
Assembly  by  law  shall  provide  also  for  such 
other  public  educational  institutions  and 
services  as  may  be  necessary  or  desirable  for 
the  intellectual,  cultural,  and  occupational 
development  of  the  people  of  this  State. 


Section  8.02.     Public  Higher  Education. 

The  governing  boards  prescribed  by  the 
General  .\ssembly  by  law  for  the  University 
of  Maryland,  the  state  colleges,  and  all  other 
state  institutions  of  higher  education,  includ- 
ing community  colleges,  shall  formulate  poli- 
cies for  their  respective  institutions  and  shall 
have  general  supervision  over  them  in  all  ac- 
ademic matters.  These  boards  may  be 
granted  by  the  General  Assembly  by  law 
such  additional  powers  of  supervision,  direc- 
tion, and  control  of  their  respective  institu- 
tions and  over  the  expenditure  of  their 
funds  as  the  General  Assembly  may  deem  to 
be  appropriate. 

ARTICLE  9.     GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

Section  9.01.     Oath. 

Every  person  elected  or  appointed  to  any 
office  of  profit  or  trust  under  the  Constitu- 
tion or  laws  of  this  State,  before  he  enters 


may  be  incurred  by  the  code  county. 
Public  local  laws  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly  under  this  section  prevail  over 
any  public  local  laws  enacted  by  the  code 
county  under  other  sections  in  this  Article. 


Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  43.  That  the 
Legislature  ought  to  encourage  the  diflfusion 
of  knowledge  and  virtue,  the  extension  of 
a  judicious  system  of  general  education,  the 
promotion  of  literature,  the  arts,  sciences, 
agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures, 
and  the  general  melioration  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  People.  The  Legislature  may 
provide  that  land  actively  devoted  to  farm 
or  agricultural  use  shall  be  assessed  on  the 
basis  of  such  use  and  shall  not  be  assessed 
as  if  subdivided. 

ARTICLE  VIII.  EDUCATION. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly,  at  its 
First  Session  after  the  adoption  of  this  Con- 
stitution, shall  by  Law  establish  throughout 
the  State  a  thorough  and  efficient  System 
of  Free  Public  Schools;  and  shall  provide 
by  taxation,  or  otherwise,  for  their  main- 
tenance. 

Sec.  2.  The  System  of  Public  Schools,  as 
now  constituted,  shall  remain  in  force  until 
the  end  of  the  said  First  Session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  and  shall  then  expire; 
except  so  far  as  adopted,  or  continued,  by 
the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  3.  The  School  Fund  of  the  State  shall 
be  kept  inviolate,  and  appropriated  only  to 
the  purposes  of  Education. 


Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  39.  That  the 
manner  of  administering  an  oath  or  af- 
firmation to  any  person,  ought  to  be  such 
as    those    of    the    religious    persuasion,    pro- 
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upon  the  duties  of  such  office,  shall  take  and 
subscribe  to  the  following  oath  or  affirma- 
tion, the  parenthetical  language  being  op- 
tional: "  (In  the  presence  of  Almighty  God) 

I ,  do  swear    (or  affirm)    that  I 

will  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  that  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear  true 
allegiance  to  the  State  of  Maryland  and  sup- 
port the  Constitution  and  laws  thereof;  and 
that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  skill  and  judg- 
ment, diligently  and  faithfully,  without  par- 
tiality    or     prejudice      execute      the      office 

of ,  according  to  the  Constitution 

and  laws  of  this  State."  No  other  oath  or  af- 
firmation shall  be  required.  Should  any 
person  elected  or  appointed  to  an  office  of 
profit  or  trust  refuse  or  neglect  to  take  the 
oath  or  affirmation,  then  such  office  shall  be 
vacant,  and  shall  be  filled  as  prescribed  by 
this  Constitution  or  by  law. 


Section  9.02.     Conflict  of  Interest. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe  by 
law  a  code  of  ethics,  and  provide  for  the  reg- 
ulation of  conflicts  of  interest,  for  all  elect- 
ed state  officers. 


Section  9.03.     Limitation  on  Holding  Office. 

No  person  shall  hold  at  the  same  time 
more  than  one  office  of  profit  created  by  this 
Constitution  or  the  laws  of  this  State,  except 
as  may  be  prescribed  by  law. 


fession,  or  denomination,  of  which  he  is  a 
member,  generally  esteem  the  most  efTectual 
confirmation  by  the  attestation  of  the  Divine 
Being. 

Art.  I,  sec.  6.  Every  person  elected,  or 
appointed,  to  any  office  of  profit  or  trust, 
under  this  Constitution,  or  under  the  Laws, 
made  pursuant  thereto,  shall,  before  he 
enters  upon  the  duties  of  such  office,  take 
and  subscribe  the  following  oath,  or  af- 
firmation:    I,    ,    do    swear,    (or 

affirm,  as  the  case  may  be),  that  I  will 
support  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States;  and  that  I  will  be  faithful  and  bear 
true  allegiance  to  the  State  of  Maryland, 
and  support  the  Constitution  and  Laws 
thereof;  and  that  I  will,  to  the  best  of  my 
skill  and  judgment,  diligently  and  faithfully, 
without  partiality  or  prejudice,  execute  the 
office  of  ,  according  to  the  Con- 
stitution and  Laws  of  this  State  (and,  if  a 
Governor,  Senator,  Member  of  the  House  of 
Delegates,  or  Judge),  that  I  will  not  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  receive  the  profits  or 
any  part  of  the  profits  of  any  other  office 
during  the  term  of  my  acting  as  

Sec.  7.  Every  person,  hereafter  elected, 
or  appointed,  to  office,  in  this  State,  who 
shall  refuse,  or  neglect,  to  take  the  oath, 
or  affirmation  of  office,  provided  for  in  the 
sixth  section  of  this  Article,  shall  be  con- 
sidered as  having  refused  to  accept  the  said 
office;  and  a  new  election,  or  appointment, 
shall  be  made,  as  in  case  of  refusal  to 
accept,  or  resignation  of  an  office;  and  any 
person  violating  said  oath,  shall,  on  con- 
viction thereof,  in  a  Court  of  Law,  in 
addition  to  the  penalties  now,  or  hereafter, 
to  be  imposed  by  Law,  be  thereafter  in- 
capable of  holding  any  office  of  profit  or 
trust  in  this  State. 


Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  35.  That  no 
person  shall  hold,  at  the  same  time,  more 
than  one  office  of  profit,  created  by  the 
Constitution  or  Laws  of  this  State;  nor  shall 
any  person  in  public  trust  receive  any 
present  from  any  foreign  Prince  or  State, 
or  from  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them, 
without  the  approbation  of  this  State.  The 
position  of  Notary  Public  shall  not  be  con- 
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Section  9.04.     Impeachment. 

The  House  of  Delegates  shall  have  the  sole 
power  of  impeachment  of  elected  state 
officers,  judges,  and  any  other  state  officers 
who  may  be  designated  by  the  General  As- 
sembly by  law,  in  cases  of  serious  crimes  or 
serious  misconduct  in  office.  The  affirmative 
vote  of  three-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  the 
House  of  Delegates  shall  be  required  to  im- 
peach. Impeachments  shall  be  tried  by  a 
special  tribunal  of  ten  judges  appointed  by 
the  Court  of  Appeals  from  among  the  judges 
of  the  State.  The  concurrence  of  three-fifths 
of  the  judges  of  the  special  tribunal  shall  be 
required  to  convict.  Judgment  upon  convic- 
tion shall  be  removal  from  office  and  may  in- 
clude disqualification  from  holding  any  office 
of  public  trust,  and  deprivation  of  pension 
rights  and  other  privileges  of  office.  A  person 
tried  upon  impeachment,  whether  or  not 
convicted,  nevertheless  may  be  subject  to 
criminal  prosecution  and  punishment  accord- 
ing to  law. 


Section  9.05.     Militia. 

The  General  Assembly  may  provide  by  law 
for  a  militia.  The  governor  shall  be  its 
commander  in  chief  and  shall  appoint  its  of- 
ficers. The  governor  may  order  the  militia 
into  active  service  to  repel  invasions,  to  sup- 
press insurrections,  to  enforce  the  execution 
of  the  laws,  and  to  provide  assistance  when 
great  destruction  of  life  or  property  may  be 
threatened  or  may  have  occurred.  The  mili- 
tary authority  of  the  State  shall  be  and 
remain  subject  to  civil  control  in  the  person 
of  the  governor  at  all  times.  Only  a  member 
of  the  militia  may  be  subject  to  a  military 
trial  and  then  only  for  offenses  committed 
while  in  actual  service. 


sidered  an  office  of  profit  within  the  mean- 
ing of  this  Article. 

Art.  Ill,  sec.  26.  The  House  of  Delegates 
shall  have  the  sole  power  of  impeachment 
in  all  cases;  but  a  majority  of  all  the 
members  elected  must  concur  in  the  im- 
peachment. All  impeachments  shall  be  tried 
by  the  Senate,  and  when  sitting  for  that 
purpose,  the  Senators  shall  be  on  oath,  or 
affirmation,  to  do  justice  according  to  the 
Law  and  evidence;  but  no  person  shall  be 
convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  Senators  elected. 

Art.  IV,  sec.  4.  Any  judge  shall  be  re- 
moved from  office  by  the  Governor,  on 
conviction  in  a  Court  of  Law,  of  incom- 
petency, of  wilful  neglect  of  duty,  misbe- 
havior in  office,  or  any  other  crime,  or  on 
impeachment,  according  to  this  Constitution, 
or  the  Laws  of  the  State;  or  on  the  address 
of  the  General  Assembly,  two-thirds  of  each 
House  concurring  in  such  address,  and  the 
accused  having  been  notified  of  the  charges 
against  him,  and  having  had  opportunity  of 
making  his  defence. 

Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  28.  That  a 
well  regulated  Militia  is  the  proper  and 
natural  defence  of  a  free  Government. 

Art.  29.  That  standing  Armies  are  dan- 
gerous to  liberty,  and  ought  not  to  be  raised, 
or  kept  up,  without  the  consent  of  the 
Legislature. 

Art.  30.  That  in  all  cases,  and  at  all  times, 
the  military  ought  to  be  under  strict  sub- 
ordination to,  and  control  of,  the  civil 
power. 

Art.  31.  That  no  soldier  shall,  in  time 
of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time 
of  war,  except  in  the  manner  prescribed 
by  Law. 

Art.  32.  That  no  person  except  regular 
soldiers,  marines,  and  mariners  in  the  serv- 
ice of  this  State,  or  militia,  when  in  actual 
service,  ought,  in  any  case,  to  be  subject 
to,  or  punishable  by  Martial  Law. 

Art.  II,  sec.  8.  The  Governor  shall  be 
the  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  land  and 
naval  forces  of  the  State;  and  may  call  out 
the  Militia  to  repel  invasions,  suppress  in- 
surrections, and  enforce  the  execution  of 
the  Laws;  but  shall  not  take  the  command 
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Section  9.06.    Natural  Resources. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by 
law  for  the  conservation,  enhancement,  im- 
provement, and  protection  of  the  natural  en- 
vironment, natural  resources,  and  natural 
beauty  of  the  State. 

Section  9.07.     Consumer  Protection. 

The  General  Assembly  shall  provide  by 
law  for  the  protection  and  education  of  the 
citizens  of  the  State  against  harmful  and  un- 
fair business  practices. 

Section  9.08.     Sovereign  Immunity. 

Sovereign  immunity  may  not  be  pleaded  as 
a  defense  in  a  suit  against  the  State  or  any 
unit  of  local  government,  or  any  of  their  de- 
partments or  agencies,  except  to  the  extent 
and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  law. 

Section     9.09.     Intergovernmental     Coopera- 
tion. 

The  State  or  any  unit  of  local  government, 
except  as  limited  by  any  law,  may  cooperate 
or  agree  with  one  or  more  other  governmen- 
tal unit  or  units,  whether  within  or  without 
the  boundaries  of  the  State,  including  the 
federal  and  state  governments,  for  the  exer- 
cise of  any  of  its  powers  and  functions. 


in     person,     without     the     consent     of     the 
Legislature. 

ARTICLE  IX.  MILITIA  AND 
MILITARY   AFFAIRS. 

Section  1.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
make,  from  time  to  time,  such  provisions 
for  organizing,  equipping  and  disciplining 
the  Militia,  as  the  exigency  may  require, 
and  pass  such  Laws  to  promote  Volunteer 
Militia  Organizations  as  may  afford  them 
effectual  encouragement. 

Sec.  2.  There  shall  be  an  Adjutant  Gen- 
eral, appointed  by  the  Governor,  by  and 
with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate. 
He  shall  hold  his  office  until  the  appoint- 
ment and  qualification  of  his  successor,  or 
until  removed  in  pursuance  of  the  sen- 
tence of  a  Court  Martial.  He  shall  perform 
such  duties,  and  receive  such  compensation, 
or  emoluments,  as  are  now,  or  may  be 
prescribed  by  Law.  He  shall  discharge  the 
duties  of  his  office  at  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, unless  absent,  under  orders,  on  duty; 
and  no  other  officer  of  the  General  Staff 
of  the  Militia  shall  receive  salary  or  pay, 
except  when  on  service,  and  mustered  in 
with  troops. 


220 


COMPARISON  OF  CONSTITUTIONS 


PROPOSED  CONSTITUTION   OF    1968 


CONSTITUTION    OF    1867 


Section  9.10.     Corporation  Charters. 

Corporations  may  be  formed  under  general 
laws,  but  shall  not  be  created  by  special  act, 
except  in  cases  where  no  general  laws  exist 
providing  for  the  creation  of  corporations  of 
the  same  general  character  as  the  corporation 
proposed  to  be  created;  and  any  act  of  incor- 
poration passed  in  violation  of  this  section 
shall  be  void.  All  charters  granted,  or  adopt- 
ed, in  pursuance  of  this  section,  and  all 
charters  heretofore  granted  and  created  sub- 
ject to  repeal  or  modification  may  be  altered, 
from  time  to  time,  or  be  repealed;  provided 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed 
to  extend  to  banks  or  the  incorporation 
thereof.  The  General  Assembly  shall  not  al- 
ter or  amend  the  charter  of  any  corporation 
existing  on  December  3,  1891,  or  pass  any 
other  general  or  special  law  for  the  benefit 
of  such  corporation  except  upon  the  condi- 
tion that  such  corporation  shall  surrender  all 
claim  to  exemption  from  taxation  or  from 
the  repeal  or  modification  of  its  charter,  and 
that  such  corporation  shall  thereafter  hold 
its  charter  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this 
Constitution;  and  any  corporation  chartered 
by  this  State  which  shall  accept,  use,  enjoy, 
or  in  any  wise  avail  itself  of  any  rights,  priv- 
ileges, or  advantages  granted  or  conferred  by 
any  general  or  special  act,  shall  be  conclu- 
sively presumed  to  have  thereby  surrendered 
any  exemption  from  taxation  to  which  it 
may  be  entitled  under  its  charter  and  shall 
be  thereafter  subject  to  taxation  as  if  no 
such  exemption  has  been  granted  by  its  char- 
ter except  to  the  extent  that  application  of 
this  section  may  be  prohibited  by  Article  I, 
Section  10,  of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States. 

ARTICLE  10.     EFFECT  AND  AMEND- 
MENT OF  CONSTITUTION 

Section    10.01.     Effective    Date    of    Constitu- 
tion. 

This  Constitution  shall  become  effective, 
and  the  Constitution  of  1867  as  amended 
shall  cease  to  be  effective,  on  July  1,  1968, 
except  as  otherwise  specifically  provided  in 
the  Schedule  of  Transitional  Provisions  at- 
tached to  this  Constitution. 


Art.  Ill,  sec.  48.  Corporations  may  be 
formed  under  general  Laws,  but  shall  not 
be  created  by  special  act,  except  for 
municipal  purposes  and  except  in  cases 
where  no  general  Laws  exist,  providing  for 
the  creation  of  corporations  of  the  same 
general  character,  as  the  corporation  pro- 
posed to  be  created;  and  any  act  of  in- 
corporation passed  in  violation  of  this  sec- 
tion shall  be  void.  All  charters  granted,  or 
adopted,  in  pursuance  of  this  section,  and 
all  charters  heretofore  granted  and  created, 
subject  to  repeal  or  modification,  may  be 
altered,  from  time  to  time,  or  be  repealed; 
provided,  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
construed  to  extend  to  Banks,  or  the  in- 
corporation thereof.  The  General  Assembly 
shall  not  alter  or  amend  the  charter  of  any 
corporation  existing  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  this  Article,  or  pass  any  other 
general  or  special  law  for  the  benefit  of 
such  corporation  except  upon  the  condition 
that  such  corporation  shall  surrender  all 
claim  to  exemption  from  taxation  or  from 
the  repeal  or  modification  of  its  charter, 
and  that  such  corporation  shall  thereafter 
hold  its  charter  subject  to  the  provisions  of 
this  Constitution;  and  any  corporation 
chartered  by  this  State  which  shall  accept, 
use,  enjoy,  or  in  any  wise  avail  itself  of 
any  rights,  privileges,  or  advantages  that 
may  hereafter  be  granted  or  conferred  by 
any  general  or  special  Act,  shall  be  con- 
clusively presumed  to  have  thereby  sur- 
rendered any  exemption  from  taxation  to 
which  it  may  be  entitled  under  its  charter, 
and  shall  be  thereafter  subject  to  taxation 
as  if  no  such  exemption  has  been  granted 
by  its  charter. 


Vote  on  the  Constitution. 

For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  sense 
of  the  people  of  this  State,  in  regard  to 
the  adoption,  or  rejection  of  this  Constitu- 
tion, the  Governor  shall  issue  his  Procla- 
mation within  five  days  after  the  adjourn- 
ment of  this  Convention,  directed  to  the 
Sheriffs  of  the  City  of  Baltimore,  and  of  the 
several  Counties  of  this  State,  command- 
ing them  to  give  notice,  in  the  manner  now 
prescribed  by  Law  in  reference  to  the  elec- 
tion of  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
that  an  election  for  the  adoption  or  rejection 
of  this  Constitution,  will  be  held  in  the 
City  of  Baltimore,  and  in  the  several  Coun- 
ties of  this  State,  on  Wednesday,  the  Eight- 
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Section     10.02.     Effect     of     Constitution     on 
Existing  Law. 

All  legislation,  including  local  legislation, 
and  all  other  law,  including  common  law,  in 
force  on  June  30,  1968,  insofar  as  it  is  not  in 
conflict  with  this  Constitution,  shall  continue 
in  force  until  it  expires  Ijy  its  own  limitation 
or  is  lawfully  changed.  A  law  in  effect  on 
June  30,  1968,  shall  not  be  deemed  in  con- 
flict with  this  Constitution  solely  because  it 
was  enacted  pursuant  to  authority  granted 
by  a  provision  of  the  Constitution  of  1867  as 
amended.  All  existing  writs,  actions,  suits, 
proceedings,  civil  or  criminal  liabilities,  pros- 
ecutions, judgments,  sentences,  orders,  de- 
crees, appeals,  causes  of  action,  contracts, 
claims,  demands,   property   titles,  and   rights 


eenth  day  of  September,  in  the  year  eight- 
een hundred  and  sixty-seven,  at  the  usual 
places  of  holding  elections  for  members  of 
the  House  of  Delegates  in  said  City  and 
Counties.  At  the  said  election  the  vote 
shall  be  by  ballot,  and  upon  each  ballot, 
there  shall  be  written  or  printed  the  words 
'Tor  the  Constitution,"  or  "Against  the 
Constitution,"  as  the  voter  may  elect;  and 
the  provisions  of  the  Laws  of  this  State, 
relating  to  the  holding  of  general  elections 
for  members  of  the  House  of  Delegates, 
shall,  in  all  respects,  apply  to,  and  regulate 
the  holding  of  the  said  election.  It  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  Judges  of  Election,  in  said 
City,  and  in  the  several  Counties  of  the 
State,  to  receive,  accurately  count,  and 
duly  return  the  number  of  ballots,  so  cast 
for,  or  against  the  adoption  of  this  Con- 
stitution, as  well  as  any  blank  ballots  which 
may  be  cast,  to  the  several  Clerks  of  the 
Circuit  Courts  of  this  State,  and  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  of  Baltimore 
City,  in  the  manner  now  prescribed  by 
Law,  in  reference  to  the  election  of  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Delegates,  and  du- 
plicates thereof  directly  to  the  Governor; 
and  the  several  Clerks,  aforesaid  shall 
return  to  the  Governor,  within  ten  days 
after  said  election,  the  number  of  ballots 
cast  for  or  against  the  Constitution,  and 
the  number  of  blank  ballots;  and  the 
Governor,  upon  receiving  the  returns  from 
the  Judges  of  Election  or  the  Clerks  as 
aforesaid  and  ascertaining  the  aggregate 
vote  throughout  the  State,  shall,  by  this 
Proclamation,  make  known  the  same;  and  if 
a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  shall  be  for 
the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  it  shall 
go  into  effect  on  Saturday,  the  Fifth  day  of 
October,  eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-seven. 

Declaration  of  Rights,  Art.  5.  That  the 
Inhabitants  of  Maryland  are  entitled  to  the 
Common  Law  of  England,  and  the  trial  by 
Jury,  according  to  the  course  of  that  Law, 
and  to  the  benefit  of  such  of  the  English 
Statutes  as  existed  on  the  Fourth  day  of 
July,  seventeen  hundred  and  seventy-six; 
and  which,  by  experience,  have  been  found 
applicable  to  their  local  and  other  circum- 
stances, and  have  been  introduced,  used  and 
practiced  by  the  Courts  of  Law  or  Equity; 
and  also  of  all  Acts  of  Assembly  in  force  on 
the  first  day  of  June,  eighteen  hundred  and 
sixty-seven;  except  such  as  may  have  since 
expired,  or  may  be  inconsistent  with  the 
provisions  of  this  Constitution;  subject, 
nevertheless,  to  the  revision  of,  and  amend- 
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shall  continue  unaffected  except  as  modified 
by  law  or  in  accordance  with  the  provisions 
of  this  Constitution. 


Section  10.03.     Constitutional  Amendment. 

An  amendment  to  this  Constitution  may- 
be proposed  either  by  the  affirmative  vote  of 
three-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  each  house 
of  the  General  Assembly  or  by  the  affirma- 
tive vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of 
a  constitutional  convention.  Any  proposed 
amendment  shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters 
of  the  State  at  a  special  or  general  election 
as  determined  by  the  General  Assembly  or 
by  the  convention,  whichever  proposes  the 
amendment.  Notice  of  the  election  shall  be 
given  as  the  General  Assembly  shall  prescribe 
by  law.  Unless  otherwise  provided,  the 
amendment  shall  become  effective  thirty  days 
after  approval  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of 
those  voting  on  the  amendment. 


ment  or  repeal  by,  the  Legislature  of  this 
State.  And  the  Inhabitants  of  Maryland  are 
also  entitled  to  all  property  derived  to 
them  from,  or  under  the  Charter  granted 
by  His  Majesty  Charles  the  First  to  Caecilius 
Calvert,  Baron  of  Baltimore. 

Art.  XV,  sec.  2.  The  several  Courts 
existing  in  this  State  at  the  time  of  the 
adoption  of  this  Constitution  shall,  until 
superseded,  under  its  provisions,  continue 
with  like  powers  and  jurisdiction,  and  in 
the  exercise  thereof,  both  at  Law  and  in 
Equity,  in  all  respects,  as  if  this  Constitu- 
tion had  not  been  adopted;  and  when  said 
Courts  shall  be  so  superseded,  all  causes, 
then  depending  in  said  Courts,  shall  pass 
into  the  jurisdiction  of  the  several  Courts, 
by  which  they  may  be,  respectively,  super- 
seded. 

ARTICLE  XIV.  AMENDMENTS  TO  THE 
CONSTITUTION. 

Section  \.  The  General  Assembly  may 
propose  Amendments  to  this  Constitution; 
provided  that  each  Amendment  shall  be 
embraced  in  a  separate  bill,  embodying  the 
Article  or  Section,  as  the  same  will  stand 
when  amended  and  passed  by  three-fifths 
of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  of  the 
two  Houses,  by  yeas  and  nays,  to  be  entered 
on  the  Journals  with  the  proposed  Amend- 
ment. The  bill  or  bills  proposing  amend- 
ment or  amendments  shall  be  published  by 
order  of  the  Governor,  in  at  least  two 
newspapers,  in  each  County,  where  so  many 
may  be  published,  and  where  not  more  than 
one  may  be  published,  then  in  that  news- 
paper, and  in  three  newspapers  published 
in  the  City  of  Baltimore,  once  a  week  for 
four  weeks  immediately  preceding  the  next 
ensuing  general  election,  at  which  the  pro- 
posed amendment  or  amendments  shall  be 
submitted,  in  a  form  to  be  prescribed  by  the 
General  Assembly,  to  the  qualified  voters 
of  the  State  for  adoption  or  rejection.  The 
votes  cast  for  and  against  said  proposed 
amendment  or  amendments,  severally,  shall 
be  returned  to  the  Governor,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  in  other  cases,  and  if  it  shall 
appear  to  the  Governor  that  a  majority  of 
the  votes  cast  at  said  election  on  said 
amendment  or  amendments,  severally,  were 
cast  in  favor  thereof,  the  Governor  shall, 
by  his  proclamation,  declare  the  said  amend- 
ment or  amendments  having  received  s^id 
majority  of  votes,  to  have  been  adopted  by 
the  people  of  Maryland  as  part  of  the 
Constitution    thereof,    and    thenceforth    said 
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Section  10.04.     Constitutional  Convention. 

The  General  Assembly  by  law  may  call  a 
constitutional  convention  at  any  time  or  may 
submit  the  question  of  calling  a  constitution- 
al convention  to  the  voters  of  the  State  at 
any  time.  If  a  constitutional  convention  shall 
not  have  been  called  or  if  the  question  of 
calling  a  convention  shall  not  have  been  sub- 
mitted to  the  voters  of  the  State  for  a  period 
of  twenty  years,  then  the  question  shall  be 
submitted  at  the  next  general  election.  A 
convention  shall  be  held  within  two  years  af- 
ter a  majority  of  those  voting  on  the  ques- 
tion approve  the  calling  of  a  convention  or 
within  two  years  after  the  General  Assembly 
calls  a  convention.  Within  sixty  days  after 
approval  by  the  voters  or  within  sixty  days 
after  the  General  Assembly  calls  a  conven- 
tion, the  governor  shall  appoint  a 
commission  to  prepare  for  the  convention. 
Not  later  than  the  second  regular  session  fol- 
lowing the  approval,  the  General  Assembly 
shall  prescribe  by  law  the  manner  for  elect- 
ing delegates,  for  filling  vacancies  in  the  posi- 
tion of  delegate,  and  for  assembling  the  con- 
vention, and  shall  appropriate  sufficient  funds 
for  the  work  of  the  convention.  The  conven- 
tion shall  adopt  its  own  rules  of  procedure. 
Any  proposal  recommended  by  the  conven- 
tion for  changing  the  Constitution  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  voters  of  the  State  for 
adoption,  and  shall  be  effective  only  if  ap- 
proved by  the  affirmative  vote  of  a  majority 
of  those  voting  on  the  proposal. 

VOTE  ON  THE  CONSTITUTION 

This  Constitution,  the  attached  Schedule 
of  Transitional  Provisions,  and  the  attached 
Schedule  of  Legislation  shall  be  submitted  to 
the  qualified  voters  of  the  State  for  ratifica- 
tion or  rejection  at  the  special  referendum 
election  to  be  held  on  May  14,  1968,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  procedures  prescribed  by 
Chapter  4  of  the  Acts  of  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  Maryland  of  1967.  If  this  Constitution 
is  ratified  at  such  special  referendum  elec- 
tion, then  the  attached  Schedule  of  Transi- 
tional Provisions  is  ratified  as  a  part  thereof 
and  the  attached  Schedule  of  Legislation  is 
adopted  also  and  shall  take  effect  as  provided 
therein. 


amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  part 
of  the  said  Constitution.  When  two  or  more 
amendments  shall  be  submitted  in  manner 
aforesaid,  to  the  voters  of  this  State  at  the 
same  election,  they  shall  be  so  submitted 
as  that  each  amendment  shall  be  voted  on 
separately. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  General 
Assembly  to  provide  by  Law  for  taking, 
at  the  general  election  to  be  held  in  the 
year  nineteen  hundred  and  seventy,  and 
every  twenty  years  thereafter,  the  sense  of 
the  People  in  regard  to  calling  a  Con- 
vention for  altering  this  Constitution;  and 
if  a  majority  of  voters  at  such  election  or 
elections  shall  vote  for  a  Convention,  the 
General  Assembly,  at  its  next  session,  shall 
provide  by  Law  for  the  assembling  of  such 
convention,  and  for  the  election  of  Dele- 
gates thereto.  Each  County,  and  Legislative 
District  of  the  City  of  Baltimore,  shall  have 
in  such  Convention  a  number  of  Delegates 
equal  to  its  representation  in  both  Houses 
at  the  time  at  which  the  Convention  is 
called.  But  any  Constitution,  or  change,  or 
amendment  of  the  existing  Constitution, 
which  may  be  adopted  by  such  Convention, 
shall  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  this 
State,  and  shall  have  no  eflfect  unless  the 
same  shall  have  been  adopted  by  a  majority 
of  the  voters  voting  thereon. 


See  "Vote  on   the  Constitution"  at  Section 
10.10    for   referendum    provisions. 
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DONE  in  Convention  at  Annapolis,  Mary- 
land, this  tenth  day  of  January  in  the  year 
Nineteen  Hundred  and  Sixty-eight. 


H.  Vernon    Enev 
President 


Attest: 

Robert  J.  Martineau 

Secretary 


Done  in  Convention,  the  seventeenth  day 
of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  sixty-seven 
and  of  the  Independence  of  the  United 
States    the    ninety-second. 

Richard  B.   Carmichael, 
President  of  the   Convention. 

Attest: 

Milton  Y.  Kidd, 
Secretary. 
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SECTIONS  OF  CONSTITUTION  OF  1867  NOT  COMPARABLE 
TO  ANY  SECTIONS  IN  CONSTITUTION  OF  1968. 


Declaration  of  Rights. 

Art.  2.  The  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  Laws  made,  or  which  shall 
be  made,  in  pursuance  thereof,  and  all 
Treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made, 
under  the  authority  of  the  United  States, 
are,  and  shall  be  the  Supreme  Law  of 
the  State;  and  the  Judges  of  this  State, 
and  all  the  People  of  this  State,  are,  and 
shall  be  bound  thereby;  anything  in  the 
Constitution  or  Law  of  this  State  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding. 

Art.  3.  The  powers  not  delegated  to 
the  United  States  by  the  Constitution 
thereof,  nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  States, 
are  reserved  to  the  States  respectively,  or 
to    the    people    thereof. 

Art.  6.  That  all  persons  invested  with 
the  Legislative  or  Executive  powers  of 
Government  are  the  Trustees  of  the  Public, 
and,  as  such,  accountable  for  their  conduct: 
Wherefore,  whenever  the  ends  of  Govern- 
ment are  perverted,  and  public  liberty 
manifestly  endangered,  and  all  other  means 
of  redress  are  ineffectual,  the  People  may, 
and  of  right  ought,  to  reform  the  old,  or 
establish  a  new  Government;  the  doctrine 
of  non-resistence  against  arbitrary  power 
and  oppression  is  absurd,  slavish  and  de- 
structive of  the  good  and  happiness  of  man- 
kind. 

Art.  9.  That  no  power  of  suspending 
Laws  or  the  execution  of  Laws,  unless  by, 
or  derived  from  the  Legislature,  ought  to 
be  exercised,  or  allowed. 

Art.  24.  That  Slavery  shall  not  be  re- 
established in  this  State;  but  having  been 
abolished  under  the  policy  and  authority 
of  the  United  States,  compensation,  in 
consideration  thereof,  is  due  from  the 
United    States. 

Art.  41.  That  monopolies  are  odious,  con- 
trary to  the  spirit  of  a  free  government  and 
the  principles  of  commerce,  and  ought  not 
to    be    suffered. 

Art.  42.  That  no  title  of  nobility  or  her- 
editary honors  ought  to  be  granted  in  this 
State. 


Article  II. 

Sec.  22.  A  Secretary  of  State  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall 
continue  in  office,  unless  sooner  removed 
by  the  Governor,  till  the  end  of  the  official 
term  of  the  Governor  from  whom  he  re- 
ceived his  appointment,  and  receive  such 
annual  salary  as  the  General  Assembly  may 
from  time  to  time  by  law  prescribe. 

Sec.  23.  The  Secretary  of  State  shall 
carefully  keep  and  preserve  a  Record  of 
all  official  acts  and  proceedings,  which  may 
at  all  times  be  inspected  by  a  committee 
of  either  Branch  of  the  Legislature;  and  he 
shall  perform  such  other  duties  as  may  be 
prescribed  by  Law,  or  as  may  properly 
belong  to  his  office,  together  with  all  clerical 
duty  belonging  to  the  Executive  Department. 

Article   III. 

Sec.  16.  No  book,  or  other  printed  mat- 
ter not  appertaining  to  the  business  of  the 
session,  shall  be  purchased,  or  subscribed 
for,  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
General  Assembly,  or  be  distributed  among 
them,    at   the    public   expense. 

Sec.  21.  The  doors  of  each  House,  and 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  shall  be 
open,  except  when  the  business  is  such  as 
ought  to  be  kept  secret. 

Sec.  23.  Each  House  may  punish  by 
imprisonment,  during  the  session  of  the 
General  Assembly,  any  person,  not  a  mem- 
ber, for  disrespectful,  or  disorderly  be"- 
havior  in  its  presence,  or  for  obstructing 
any  of  its  proceedings,  or  any  of  its  officers 
in  the  execution  of  their  duties;  provided, 
such  imprisonment  shall  not,  at  any  one 
time,   exceed   ten   days. 

Sec.  25.  Neither  House  shall,  without  the 
consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than 
three  days,  at  any  one  time,  nor  adjourn 
to  any  other  place,  than  that  in  which  the 
House  shall  be  sitting,  without  the  concur- 
rent vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members 
present. 

Sec.  30.    .  .  .  Every  Law  shall  be  recorded 
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in  the  office  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  and 
in  due  time,  be  printed,  published  and 
certified  under  the  Great  Seal,  to  the  several 
Courts,  in  the  same  manner  as  has  been 
heretofore    usual    in    this    State. 

Sec.  35.  No  extra  compensation  shall 
be  granted  or  allowed  by  the  General 
Assembly  to  any  Public  Officer,  Agent, 
Servant  or  Contractor,  after  the  service 
shall  have  been  rendered,  or  the  contract 
entered  into;  nor  shall  the  salary  or  com- 
pensation of  any  public  officer  be  increased 
or  diminished  during  his  term  of  office. 
Provided,  however,  from  and  after  January 
1,  1956,  for  services  rendered  after  that 
date,  that  the  salary  or  compensation  of 
any  appointed  public  officer  of  the  Mayor 
and  City  Council  of  Baltimore  may  be 
increased  or  diminished  at  any  time  during 
his  term  of  office;  except  that  as  to  officers 
in  the  Classified  City  Service,  when  the 
salary  of  any  appointed  public  officer  of 
the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Baltimore 
shall  be  so  increased  or  decreased,  it  shall 
not  again  be  increased  or  decreased,  as  the 
case  may  be,  during  the  term  of  such  public 
officer. 

Sec.  35A.  Nothing  in  this  Constitution 
shall  exempt  the  salary  or  compensation 
of  any  judge  or  other  public  officer  from 
the  imposition  by  the  General  Assembly  of 
a    non-discriminatory    tax    upon    income. 

Sec.  37.  The  General  Assembly  shall  pass 
no  Law  providing  for  payment  by  this  State, 
for  Slaves  emancipated  from  servitude  in 
this  State;  but  they  shall  adopt  such  meas- 
ures, as  they  may  deem  expedient,  to  ob- 
tain from  the  United  States,  compensation 
for  such  Slaves,  and  to  receive,  and  dis- 
tribute the  same,  equitably,  to  the  persons 
entitled. 

Sec.  39.  The  Books,  papers  and  accounts 
of  all  Banks  shall  be  open  to  inspection 
under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed 
by  Law. 

Sec.  41.  Any  citizen  of  this  State,  who 
shall  after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitu- 
tion, either  in,  or  out  of  this  State,  fight  a 
duel  with  deadly  weapons,  or  send,  or  ac- 
cept a  challenge  so  to  do,  or  who  shall 
act  as  a  second,  or  knowingly  aid  or  assist 
in  any  manner,  those  offending,  shall,  ever 
thereafter,  be  incapable  of  holding  any 
office  of  profit  or  trust,  under  this  State, 
unless  relieved  from  the  disability  by  an 
act  of   the   Legislature. 


Sec.  43.  The  property  of  the  wife  shall 
be  protected  from  the  debts  of  her  husband. 

Sec.  44.  Laws  shall  be  passed  by  the 
General  Assembly,  to  protect  from  execu- 
tion a  reasonable  amount  of  the  property 
of  the  debtor,  not  exceeding  in  value,  the 
sum  of  five  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  46.  The  General  Assembly  shall 
have  power  to  receive  from  the  United 
States,  any  grant,  or  donation  of  land, 
money,  or  securities  for  any  purpose  des- 
ignated by  the  United  States,  and  shall 
administer,  or  distribute  the  same  according 
to  the  conditions  of  the  said  grant. 

Sec.  50.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
General  Assembly,  at  its  first  session,  held 
after  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution,  to 
provide  by  Law  for  the  punishment,  by 
fine,  or  imprisonment  in  the  Penitentiary, 
or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Court, 
of  any  person,  who  shall  bribe,  or  attempt 
to  bribe  any  Executive,  or  Judicial  officer 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  or  any  member, 
or  officer  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Maryland,  or  of  any  Municipal 
Corporation  in  the  State  of  Maryland,  or 
any  Executive  officer  of  such  corporation, 
in  order  to  influence  him  in  the  performance 
of  any  of  his  official  duties;  and,  also,  to 
provide  by  Law  for  the  punishment,  by 
fine,  or  imprisonment  in  the  Penitentiary, 
or  both,  in  the  discretion  of  the  Court,  of 
any  of  said  officers,  or  members,  who  shall 
demand  or  receive  any  bribe,  fee,  reward, 
or  testimonial,  for  the  performance  of  his 
official  duties,  or  for  neglecting,  or  failing 
to  perform  the  same;  and,  also,  to  provide 
by  Law  for  compelling  any  person,  so  brib- 
ing, or  attempting  to  bribe,  or  so  demanding, 
or  receiving  a  bribe,  fee,  reward,  or  testi- 
monial, to  testify  against  any  person,  or 
persons,  who  may  have  committed  any  of 
said  offences;  provided,  that  any  person, 
so  compelled  to  testify,  shall  be  exempted 
from  trial  and  punishment  for  the  offence,  of 
which  he  may  have  been  guilty;  and  any 
person,  convicted  of  such  offence,  shall,  as 
part  of  the  punishment  thereof,  be  forever 
disfranchised  and  disqualified  from  holding 
any  office  of  trust,  or  profit,  in  this  State. 

Sec.  52.  (9)  Nothing  in  this  section  shall 
be  construed  as  preventing  the  General  As- 
sembly from  passing  at  any  time,  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  Section  28  of 
Article  3  of  the  Constitution  and  subject 
to  the  Governor's  power  of  approval  as 
provided  in  Section   17  of  Article  2  of  the 
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Constitution,  an  appropriation  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  the  payment  of  any  obligation  of 
the  State  within  the  protection  of  Section 
10  of  Article  1  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States. 

(13)  The  General  Assembly  may,  from 
time  to  time,  enact  such  Laws  not  incon- 
sistent with  this  section,  as  may  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  carry  out  its  provisions. 

(14)  In  the  event  of  any  inconsistency 
between  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  Sec- 
tion and  any  of  the  other  provisions  of  the 
Constitution,  the  provisions  of  this  Section 
shall  prevail.  But  nothing  herein  shall  in 
any  manner  affect  the  provisions  of  Section 
34  of  Article  3  of  the  Constitution  or  of 
any  laws  heretofore  or  hereafter  passed  in 
pursuance  thereof,  or  be  construed  as  pre- 
venting the  Governor  from  calling  extra- 
ordinary sessions  of  the  General  Assembly, 
as  provided  by  Section  16  of  Article  2,  or 
as  preventing  the  General  Assembly  at  such 
extraordinary  sessions  from  considering  any 
emergency  appropriation  or  appropriations, 

(15)  If  any  item  of  any  appropriation 
bill  passed  under  the  provisions  of  this 
Section  shall  be  held  invalid  upon  any 
ground,  such  invalidity  shall  not  affect  the 
legality  of  the  bill  or  of  any  other  item 
of  such  bill  or  bills. 

Sec.  57.  The  Legal  Rate  of  Interest  shall 
be  six  per  cent  per  annum;  unless  other- 
wise   provided    by    the    General   Assembly. 

Sec.  58.  The  Legislature  shall  provide 
by  Law  for  State  and  municipal  taxation 
upon  the  revenues  accruing  from  business 
done  in  the  State  by  all  foreign  corporations. 

Sec.  59.  The  office  of  "State  Pension 
Commissioner"  is  hereby  abolished;  and  the 
Legislature  shall  pass  no  law  creating  such 
office,  or  establishing  any  general  pension 
system  within  this  State. 

Sec.  60.  The  General  Assembly  of  Mary- 
land shall  have  the  power  to  provide  by 
suitable  general  enactment  (a)  for  the  sus- 
pension of  sentence  by  the  Court  in  crim- 
inal cases;  (b)  for  any  form  of  the  in- 
determinate sentence  in  criminal  cases,  and 
(c)  for  the  release  upon  parole  in  whatever 
manner  the  General  Assembly  may  pre- 
scribe, of  convicts  imprisoned  under  sentence 
for  crimes. 

Article  IV. 

Sec.  4B(d).  This  section  is  alternative  to, 
and    cumulative    with,    the    methods    of    re- 


tirement and  removal  provided  in  Sections 
3  and  4  of  this  Article,  and  in  Section  26 
of  Article  III  of  this  Constitution. 

Sec.  7.  No  Judge  shall  sit  in  any  case 
wherein  he  may  be  interested,  or  where 
either  of  the  parties  may  be  connected  with 
him,  by  affinity  or  consanguinity,  within 
such  degrees  as  now  are,  or  may  hereafter 
be  prescribed  by  Law,  or  where  he  shall  have 
been  of  counsel  in  the   case. 

Sec.  10.  The  Clerks  of  the  several  Courts, 
created,  or  continued  by  this  Constitution, 
shall  have  charge  and  custody  of  the 
records  and  other  papers,  shall  perform 
all  the  duties,  and  be  allowed  the  fees, 
which  appertain  to  their  several  offices,  as 
the  same  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be 
regulated  by  Law.  And  the  office  and  busi- 
ness of  said  Clerks,  in  all  their  departments, 
shall  be  subject  to  the  visitorial  power  of 
the  Judges  of  their  respective  Courts,  who 
shall  exercise  the  same,  from  time  to  time, 
so  as  to  insure  the  faithful  performance 
of  the  duties  of  said  officers;  and  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Judges  of  said  Courts 
respectively,  to  make,  from  time  to  time, 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  may  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  the  government  of 
said  Clerks,  and  for  the  performance  of 
the  duties  of  their  offices,  which  shall  have 
the  force  of  Law  until  repealed,  or  modified 
by  the  General  Assembly. 

Sec.  13.  All  Public  Commissions  and 
Grants  shall  run  thus:  "The  State  of  Mary- 
land, etc.,"  and  shall  be  signed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, with  the  Seal  of  the  State  annexed; 
all  writs  and  process  shall  run  in  the 
same  style,  and  be  tested,  sealed  and  signed, 
as  heretofore,  or  as  may  hereafter  be, 
provided  by  Law;  and  all  indictments  shall 
conclude,  "against  the  peace,  government 
and    dignity    of    the    State." 

Sec.  14.  ...  It  shall  hold  its  sessions 
in  the  City  of  Annapolis  at  such  time  or 
times  as  it  shall  from  time  to  time  by  rule 
prescribe.  Its  session  or  sessions  shall  con- 
tinue not  less  than  ten  months  in  each  year, 
if  the  business  before  it  shall  so  require, 
and  it  shall  be  competent  for  the  judges 
temporarily  to  transfer  their  sittings  else- 
where   upon    sufficient    cause. 

Sec.  15.  Any  judge  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals or  of  an  intermediate  court  of  ap- 
peal who  heard  the  cause  below  either  as 
a  trial  judge  or  as  a  judge  of  any  inter- 
mediate court  of  appeal  as  the  case  may  be 
shall    not    participate    in    the    decision.     In 
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every  case  an  opinion,  in  writing,  shall  be 
filed  within  three  months  after  the  argu- 
ment, or  submission  of  the  cause;  .... 

Sec.  16.  Provision  shall  be  made  by 
Law  for  publishing  Reports  of  all  causes, 
argued  and  determined  in  the  Court  of 
Appeals  and  in  the  intermediate  courts  of 
appeal,  which  the  judges  thereof,  respec- 
tively, shall  designate  as  proper  for  pub- 
lication. 

Sec.  21.  .  .  .  Notwithstanding  any  other 
provision  of  this  Article  the  vacancy  in 
Montgomery  County  created  by  the  adoption 
of  this  amendment  shall  not  be  filled  by 
appointment  as  provided  in  Section  5  of  this 
Article,  but  at  the  first  biennial  general 
election  for  Representatives  in  Congress, 
after  the  adoption  of  this  amendment  a 
judge  shall  be  elected  by  the  qualified 
voters  of  Montgomery  County  to  fill  such 
vacancy  in  such  county.  Any  other  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  Montgomery  County  and  any  vacancy 
in  the  second  judicial  circuit  shall  be  filled 
as  provided  in  Sections  3  and  5  of  this 
Article,  except  that  the  person  initially 
appomted  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  second 
judicial  circuit  shall  be  a  resident  of  Kent 
County. 

The  said  judges  shall  hold  such  terms  of 
the  Circuit  Court  in  each  of  the  counties 
composing  their  respective  circuits,  at  such 
times  as  are  now  prescribed  or  may  here- 
after be  prescribed  by  rules  or  regulations 
by  the  Court  of  Appeals  or  otherwise  by  law. 
One  judge  in  each  of  the  first  seven  circuits 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction 
of  any  business;  and  the  said  judges,  or  any 
of  them,  may  hold  special  terms  of  their 
Courts,  when  in  their  discretion,  the  busi- 
ness of  the  several  counties  renders  such 
terms  necessary. 

All  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of  Mary- 
land and  all  Acts  of  the  General  Assembly 
relating  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  or  any 
other  courts,  and  all  rules  heretofore 
adopted  by  the  Court  of  Appeals,  not  incon- 
sistent with  the  provisions  of  the  sections 
amended  or  added  by  this  amendment,  shall 
remain  in  full  force  and  effect  unless  and 
until  amended  or  repealed  by  proper 
authority.  All  salaries  now  prescribed  by 
law  for  associate  judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts 
shall  continue  to  apply  to  all  judges  (includ- 
ing chief  judges)  of  the  Circuit  Court.  No 
member  of  the  General  Assembly  at  which 
either  of  these  amendments  was  proposed, 
or  at  which  the  number  or  salary  of  judges 


for  any  of  the  eight  circuits  or  for  any  of 
the  counties  may  be  or  may  have  been 
increased  or  decreased  by  the  General 
Assembly  from  time  to  time,  if  otherwise 
qualified,  shall  be  ineligible  for  appointment 
or  election  as  judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 
or  any  other  court  by  reason  of  his  member- 
ship   in    such    General    Assembly. 

In  the  event  and  to  the  extent  of  any 
inconsistency  between  the  provisions  of  any 
section  amended  or  added  by  these  amend- 
mends  and  any  of  the  other  provisions  of 
this  Constitution  or  the  provisions  of  any 
existing  law,  the  provisions  of  the  sections 
amended  or  added  shall  prevail,  and  such 
other  provisions  shall  be  repealed  or  abro- 
gated to  the  extent  of  such  inconsistency, 
except  Section  35A  of  Article  III  of  this 
Constitution;  provided,  however,  that  in  the 
event  of  any  inconsistency  between  the  pro- 
visions of  the  sections  thus  amended  or 
added  and  any  of  the  other  provisions  of  the 
sections  thus  amended  or  added  and  any 
of  the  other  provisions  of  this  Constitution 
as  amended  by  any  other  amendments  which 
may  be  adopted  at  the  same  time  or  times 
as  these  amendments,  i.e.  at  the  election  held 
in  November,  1944,  or  at  the  election  held 
in  November,  1954,  or  at  the  election  held 
in  November,  1960,  the  changes  made  by 
these  amendments  and  all  such  other  amend- 
ments to  this  Constitution  shall  all  be  given 
effect. 

Sec.  22.  Where  any  Term  is  held,  or 
trial  conducted  by  less  than  the  whole  num- 
ber of  said  Circuit  Judges,  upon  the  de- 
cision, or  determination  of  any  point,  or 
question,  by  the  Court,  it  shall  be  compe- 
tent to  the  party,  against  whom  the  ruling 
or  decision  is  made,  upon  motion,  to  have 
the  point,  or  question  reserved  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  three  Judges  of  the  Cir- 
cuit, who  shall  constitute  a  court  in  banc 
for  such  purpose;  and  the  motion  for  such 
reservation  shall  be  entered  of  record,  dur- 
ing the  sitting,  at  which  such  decision  may 
be  made;  and  the  several  Circuit  Courts 
shall  regulate,  by  rules,  the  mode  and  man- 
ner of  presenting  such  points,  or  questions 
to  the  court  in  banc,  and  the  decision  of 
the  said  Court  in  banc  shall  be  the  effective 
decision  in  the  premises,  and  conclusive,  as 
against  the  party,  at  whose  motion  said 
points,  or  questions  were  reserved;  but  such 
decision  in  banc  shall  not  preclude  the  right 
of  Appeal,  or  writ  of  error  to  the  adverse 
party,  in  those  cases,  civil  or  criminal,  in 
which  appeal,  or  writ  of  error  to  the  Court 
of  Appeals  may  be  allowed   by  Law.    The 
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right  of  having  questions  reserved  shall  not, 
however,  apply  to  trials  of  Appeals  from 
judgments  of  Justices  of  the  Peace,  nor  to 
criminal  cases  below  the  grade  of  felony, 
except  when  the  punishment  is  confinement 
in  the  Penitentiary;  and  this  Section  shall 
be  subject  to  such  provisions  as  may  here- 
after   be    made   by    Law, 

Sec.  23.  The  Judges  of  the  respective 
Circuit  Courts  of  this  State,  and  of  the 
Courts  of  Baltimore  City,  shall  render  their 
decisions,  in  all  cases  argued  before  them, 
or  submitted  for  their  judgment,  within  two 
months  after  the  same  shall  have  been  so 
argued   or   submitted. 

Sec.  26.  The  said  Clerks  shall  appoint, 
subject  to  the  confirmation  of  the  Judges 
of  their  respective  Courts,  as  many  deputies 
under  them,  as  the  said  Judges  shall  deem 
necessary  to  perform,  together  with  them- 
selves, the  duties  of  the  said  office,  who 
shall  be  removable  by  the  said  Judges  for 
incompetency,  or  neglect  of  duty,  and  whose 
compensation  shall  be  according  to  exist- 
ing, or  future  provisions  of  the  General 
Assembly. 

Sec.  33.  The  said  Supreme  Bench  of 
Baltimore  City  shall  have  power,  and  it 
shall  be  its  duty,  to  provide  for  the  holding 
of  as  many  general  Terms  as  the  perfor- 
mance of  its  duties  may  require,  such  general 
Terms  to  be  held  by  not  less  than  three 
Judges;  to  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  for  the  conduct  of  business  in 
each  of  the  said  Courts,  during  the  session 
thereof,  and  in  vacation,  or  in  Chambers, 
before  any  of  said  Judges. 

Sec.  34.  No  appeal  shall  lie  to  the 
Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City  from  the 
decision  of  the  Judge,  or  Judges,  holding  the 
Baltimore  City  Court,  in  case  of  appeal 
from  a  Justice  of  the  Peace;  but  the  decision 
by  said  Judge,  or  Judges,  shall  be  final;  and 
all  writs  and  other  process  issued  out  of 
either  of  said  Courts,  requiring  attestation, 
shall  be  attested  in  the  name  of  the  Chief 
Judge  of  the  said  Supreme  Bench  of 
Baltimore  City. 

Sec.  35.  Three  of  the  Judges  of  said 
Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  shall 
constitute  a  quorum  of  said  Court. 

Sec.  36.  All  causes  depending,  at  the 
adoption  of  this  Constitution,  in  the  Superior 
Court  of  Baltimore  City,  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas,  the  Criminal  Court  of 
Baltimore,  and   the   Circuit  Court  of  Balti- 


more City  shall  be  proceeded  in,  and 
prosecuted  to  final  judgment,  or  decree,  in 
the  Courts,  respectively,  of  the  same  name 
established  by  this  Constitution,  except  cases 
belonging  to  that  class,  jurisdiction  over 
which  is  by  this  Constitution  transferred  to 
the  Baltimore  City  Court,  all  of  which  shall, 
together  with  all  cases  now  pending  in  the 
City  Court  of  Baltimore,  be  proceeded  in, 
and  prosecuted  to  final  judgment  in  said 
Baltimore  City  Court. 

Sec.  38.  The  Clerk  of  the  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  shall  have  authority  to  issue 
within  said  city,  all  marriage  and  other 
licenses  required  by  Law,  subject  to  such 
provisions  as  are  now,  or  may  be  prescribed 
by  Law.  The  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court 
of  said  city  shall  receive  and  record  all 
Deeds,  Conveyances,  and  other  papers, 
which  are,  or  may  be  required  by  Law,  to 
be  recorded  in  said  City.  He  shall  also 
have  custody  of  all  papers  connected  with 
the  proceedings  on  the  Law  or  Equity  side 
of  Baltimore  County  Court,  and  of  the 
Dockets  thereof,  so  far  as  the  same  have 
relation  to  the  City  of  Baltimore,  and  shall 
also  discharge  the  duties  of  Clerk  to  the 
Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  unless 
otherwise   provided   by  Law. 

Sec.  39.  The  General  Assembly  shall,  as 
often,  as  it  may  think  the  same  proper  and 
expedient,  provide  by  Law  for  the  election 
of  an  additional  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  and  whenever 
provision  is  so  made  by  the  General  As- 
sembly, there  shall  be  elected  by  the  voters 
of  said  City  another  Judge  of  the  Supreme 
Bench  of  Baltimore  City,  who  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  constitutional  provisions, 
hold  his  office  for  the  same  term  of  years, 
receive  the  same  compensation  and  have 
the  same  powers  as  are,  or  shall  be  pro- 
vided by  the  Constitution,  or  Laws  of  this 
State,  for  the  Judges  of  said  Supreme  Bench 
of  Baltimore  City,  and  the  General  Assem- 
bly may  provide  by  Laws,  or  the  Supreme 
Bench  iDy  its  rules,  for  requiring  causes  in 
any  of  the  Courts  of  Baltimore  City  to  be 
tried  before  the  Court  without  a  jury,  un- 
less the  litigants  or  some  one  of  them  shall 
within  such  reasonable  time  or  times  as 
may  be  prescribed,  elect  to  have  their  causes 
tried  before  a  jury.  And  the  General  As- 
sembly may  reapportion,  change  or  en- 
large the  jurisdiction  of  the  several  Courts 
in  said  City. 

Sec.  40.  ...  In  case  of  a  vacancy  in 
the  office  oi  Judge  of  the  Orphans'  Court, 
the  Governor  shall  appoint,  subject  to  con- 
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firmation,  or  rejection  by  the  Senate,  some 
suitable  person  to  fill  the  same  for  the 
residue  of  the  term. 

Sec.  41.  There  shall  be  a  Register  of 
Wills  in  each  county  of  the  State,  and  the 
City  of  Baltimore;  to  be  elected  by  the  legal 
and  qualified  voters  of  said  counties  and 
city,  respectively,  who  shall  hold  his  office 
for  four  years  from  the  time  of  his  election, 
and  until  his  successor  is  elected  and 
qualified;  he  shall  be  re-eligible,  and  subject 
at  all  times  to  removal  for  willful  neglect 
of  duty,  or  misdemeanor  in  office  in  the 
same  manner  that  the  Clerks  of  the  Courts 
are  removable.  In  the  event  of  any  vacancy 
in  the  office  of  the  Register  of  Wills,  said 
vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  the  Judges  of  the 
Orphans'  Court,  in  which  such  vacancy 
occurs,  until  the  next  general  election  for 
Delegates  to  the  General  Assembly  when  a 
Register  shall  be  elected  to  serve  for  four 
years  thereafter. 

Sec.  41C.  (f)  No  member  of  the  General 
Assembly  at  which  this  amendment  is  pro- 
posed, if  otherwise  qualified,  shall  be  in- 
eligible for  appointment  or  election  as  judge 
of  the  Municipal  Court  of  Baltimore  City 
by  reason  of  his  membership  in  such  Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

Sec.  44.  There  shall  be  elected  in  each 
county  and  in  Baltimore  City  in  the  year 
1946  and  in  every  fourth  year  thereafter, 
one  person,  resident  in  said  county,  or  City, 
above  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  and  at 
least  five  years  preceding  his  election,  a 
citizen  of  the  State,  to  the  office  of  Sheriff. 
He  shall  hold  office  for  four  years,  and  until 
his  successor  is  duly  elected  and  qualified; 
shall  give  such  bond,  exercise  such  powers 
and  perform  such  duties  as  now  are  or  may 
hereafter  be   fixed   by   Law. 

In  case  of  vacancy  by  death,  resignation, 
refusal  to  serve,  or  neglect  to  qualify,  or 
give  bond,  or  by  disqualification  or  removal 
from  the  County  or  City,  the  Governor  shall 
appoint  a  person  to  be  Sheriff  for  the  re- 
mainder of  the  official  term. 

The  Sheriff  in  each  county  and  in  Balti- 
more City  shall  receive  such  salary  or  com- 
pensation and  such  expenses  necessary  to 
the  conduct  of  his  office  as  may  be  fixed  by 
Law.  All  fees  collected  by  the  Sheriff  shall 
be  accounted  for  and  paid  to  the  Treasury 
of  the  several  counties  and  of  Baltimore 
City,   respectively. 

Sec.  45.  Coroners,  Elisors,  and  Notaries 
Public  may  be  appointed  for  each  county, 


and  the  City  of  Baltimore,  in  the  manner, 
for  the  purpose,  and  with  the  powers  now 
fixed,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  prescribed 
by  Law. 

Article  V. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Clerk 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals  and  the  Clerks  of 
any  intermediate  courts  of  appeal  and  of 
the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office,  re- 
spectively, whenever  a  case  shall  be  brought 
into  said  Courts,  or  office,  in  which  the 
State  is  a  party,  or  has  interest,  immediately 
to    notify    the    Attorney    General    thereof. 

Article  VI. 

Sec.  3.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  the 
moneys  of  the  State,  and,  until  otherwise 
prescribed  by  Law,  deposit  them,  as  soon  as 
received,  to  the  credit  of  the  State,  in  such 
bank  or  banks  as  he  may,  from  time  to  time, 
with  the  approval  of  the  Governor,  select 
(the  said  bank  or  banks  giving  security, 
satisfactory  to  the  Governor,  for  the  safe- 
keeping and  forthcoming,  when  required  of 
said  deposits),  and  he  or  such  of  his 
deputies  as  may  be  authorized  to  do  so  by 
the  Legislature  shall  disburse  the  same  for 
the  purposes  of  the  State  according  to  Law, 
upon  warrants  drawn  by  the  Comptroller, 
or  his  duly  authorized  deputy,  and  on  checks 
countersigned  by  the  Comptroller,  or  his 
duly  authorized  deputy,  and  not  otherwise. 
The  Treasurer  or  such  of  his  deputies  as 
may  be  authorized  to  do  so  by  the  Legisla- 
ture shall  take  receipts  for  all  moneys  paid 
from  the  Treasury  Department;  and  receipt 
for  moneys  received  by  him  shall  be  en- 
dorsed upon  warrants  signed,  by  the  Comp- 
troller, or  such  deputy  as  may  be  author- 
ized to  do  so  by  Law,  without  which 
warrants,  so  signed,  no  acknowledgment  of 
money  received  into  the  Treasury  shall  be 
valid;  and  upon  warrants  issued  by  the 
Comptroller,  or  his  duly  authorized  deputy, 
the  Treasurer  shall  make  arrangements  for 
the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  public 
debt,  and  for  the  purchase  thereof,  on 
account  of  the  sinking  fund.  Every  bond, 
certificate,  or  other  evidence  of  the  debt 
of  the  State  shall  be  signed  by  the  Treasurer, 
Chief  Deputy  Treasurer,  or  a  Deputy 
Treasurer,  and  countersigned  by  the  Comp- 
troller, Chief  Deputy  Comptroller,  or  a 
Deputy  Comptroller;  and  no  new  certificate 
or  other  evidence  intended  to  replace 
another  shall  be  issued  until  the  old  one 
shall    be    delivered    to    the    Treasurer,    and 
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authority  executed  in  due  form  for  the 
transfer  of  the  same  filed  in  his  office,  and 
the  transfer  accordingly  made  on  the  books 
thereof,  and  the  certificate  or  other  evidence 
cancelled;  but  the  Legislature  may  make 
provisions  for  the  loss  of  certificates,  or 
other  evidences  of  the  debt;  and  may  pre- 
scribe, by  Law,  the  manner  in  which  the 
Treasurer  shall  receive  and  keep  the  moneys 
of  the  State. 

Sec.  4.  The  Treasurer  shall  render  his 
Accounts,  quarterly,  to  the  Comptroller; 
and  shall  publish,  monthly,  in  such  news- 
papers as  the  Governor  may  direct,  an 
abstract  thereof,  showing  the  amount  of 
cash  on  hand,  and  the  place,  or  places  of 
deposit  thereof;  and  on  the  third  day  of 
each  regular  session  of  the  legislature,  he 
shall  submit  to  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Delegates  fair  and  accurate  copies  of  all 
Accounts  by  him,  from  time  to  time,  ren- 
dered and  settled  with  the  Comptroller. 
He  shall,  at  all  times,  submit  to  the  Comp- 
troller the  inspection  of  the  money  in  his 
hands,  and  perform  all  other  duties  that 
shall  be  prescribed  by  Law. 

Sec.  5.  .  .  .  And  the  Treasurer  shall  qualify 
within  one  month  after  his  appointment 
by  the  Legislature. 

Article  VII. 

Sec.  2.  The  qualified  voters  of  each 
County,  and  of  the  City  of  Baltimore,  shall, 
on  the  Tuesday  next  after  the  first  Monday 
in  the  month  of  November,  in  the  year 
nineteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  and  on 
the  same  day  in  every  fourth  year  there- 
after, elect  a  Surveyor  for  each  County  and 
the  City  of  Baltimore,  respectively,  whose 
term  of  office  shall  commence  on  the  first 
Monday  of  January  next  ensuing  their 
election,  and  whose  duties  and  compensation 
shall  be  the  same  as  are  now  or  may  here- 
after be  prescribed  by  Law.  And  any 
vacancy  in  the  office  of  Surveyor,  shall  be 
filled  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  counties, 
or  by  the  Mayor  and  City  Council  of  Balti- 
more, respectively,  for  the  residue  of  the 
term. 

Sec.  3.  The  State  Librarian  shall  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the 
advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  and  shall 
hold  his  office  during  the  term  of  the 
Governor,  by  whom  he  shall  have  been 
appointed,  and  until  his  successor  shall  be 
appointed  and  qualified.  His  salary  shall  be 
fifteen  hundred  dollars  a  year;  and  he  shall 


perform  such  duties  as  are  now,  or  may 
hereafter  be  prescribed  by  Law;  and  no 
appropriation  shall  be  made  by  Law,  to  pay 
for  any  Clerk,  or  assistant  to  the  Librarian. 
And  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Legislature, 
at  its  first  Session  after  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution,  to  pass  a  Law  regulating  the 
mode  and  manner  in  which  the  Books  in  the 
Library  shall  be  kept  and  accounted  for 
by  the  Librarian,  and  requiring  the  Librar- 
ian to  give  a  Bond,  in  such  penalty  as  the 
Legislature  may  prescribe,  for  the  proper 
discharge  of  his  duties.  The  office  of  the 
State  Librarian  shall  be  abolished  as  of  the 
end  of  the  term  of  the  present  incumbent. 

Sec.  4.  There  shall  be  a  Commissioner 
of  the  Land  Office,  who  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  who  shall  hold 
his  office  during  the  term  of  the  Governor, 
by  whom  he  shall  have  been  appointed,  and 
until  his  successor  shall  be  appointed  and 
qualified.  He  shall  perform  such  duties  as 
are  now  required  of  the  Commissioner  of  the 
Land  Office,  or  such  as  may  hereafter  be 
prescribed  by  Law,  and  shall  also  be  the 
Keeper  of  the  Chancery  Records.  He  shall 
receive  a  salary  of  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred dollars  per  annum,  to  be  paid  out  of 
the  Treasury,  and  shall  charge  such  fees 
as  are  now,  or  may  be  hereafter  fixed  by 
Law.  He  shall  make  a  semi-annual  report 
of  all  the  fees  of  his  office,  both  as  Com- 
missioner of  the  Land  Office,  and  as  Keeper 
of  the  Chancery  Records,  to  the  Comptroller 
of  the  Treasury,  and  shall  pay  the  same 
semi-annually  into  the  Treasury.  The  of- 
fice of  the  Commissioner  of  the  Land  Of- 
fice shall  be  abolished  at  the  end  of  the 
term    of    the    present    incumbent. 

Sec.  5.  The  Commissioner  of  the  Land 
Office  shall  also,  without  additional  com- 
pensation, collect,  arrange,  classify,  have 
charge  of,  and  safely  keep  all  Papers, 
Records,  Relics,  and  other  Memorials  con- 
nected with  the  Early  History  of  Maryland, 
not  belonging   to   any   other  office. 

Article  XI. 

Sec.  9.  The  General  Assembly  may  make 
such  changes  in  this  Article,  except  in 
Section  seventh  thereof,  as  it  may  deem  best; 
and  this  Article  shall  not  be  so  construed,  or 
taken  as  to  make  the  political  Corporation 
of  Baltimore  independent  of,  or  free  from 
the  control,  which  the  General  Assembly 
of  Maryland  has  over  all  such  Corporations 
in  this  State. 
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Article  XI-A. 

Sec.  7.  The  word  "Petition"  as  used  in 
this  Article  means  one  or  more  sheets 
written  or  printed,  or  partly  written  and 
partly  printed;  "Signature"  means  the  sig- 
nature of  a  registered  voter  written  by 
himself  in  his  own  handwriting  (and  not  by 
his  mark),  together  with  the  ward  or  district 
and  precinct  in  which  he  is  registered.  The 
authenticity  of  such  signatures  and  the  fact 
that  the  persons  so  signing  are  registered 
voters  shall  be  evidenced  by  the  affidavit  of 
one  or  more  registered  voters  of  the  city  or 
county  in  which  said  voters  so  signing  are 
registered,  and  one  affidavit  may  apply  to  or 
cover  any  number  of  signatures  to  such 
petition.  The  false  signing  of  any  name,  or 
the  signing  of  any  fictitious  name  to  said 
petition  shall  be  forgery,  and  the  making  of 
any  false  affidavit  in  connection  with  said 
petition  shall  be  perjury. 

Article  XI-F. 

Sec.  10.  All  laws  enacted  by  the  General 
Assembly  and  in  effect  when  this  Article 
was  added  to  the  Constitution  shall  remain 
in  effect  until  amended  or  repealed  under 
this  Constitution.  Every  public  local  law 
enacted,  amended,  or  repealed  by  a  county 
under  the  provisions  of  this  Article  pre- 
vails over  the  previous  public  local  law, 
except  to  the  extent  it  is  subject  to  an 
applicable  law  enacted  by  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

Article  XV. 

Sec.  10.  Any  officer  elected  or  appointed 
in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  Con- 
stitution, may  qualify,  either  according  to 
the  existing  provisions  of  Law,  in  relation 
to  officers  under  the  present  Constitution, 
or  before  the  Governor  of  the  State,  or 
before  any  Clerk  of  any  Court  of  Record 
in  any  part  of  the  State;  but  in  case  an 
officer  shall  qualify  out  of  the  County  in 
which  he  resides,  an  official  copy  of  his 
oath  shall  be  filed  and  recorded  in  the 
Clerk's  office  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
County  in  which  he  may  reside,  or  in  the 
Clerk's  office  of  the  Superior  Court  of  the 
City  of  Baltimore,  if  he  shall  reside  therein. 
All  words  or  phrases,  used  in  creating 
public  offices  and  positions  under  the  Con- 
stitution and  Laws  of  this  State,  which  de- 
note the  masculine  gender  shall  be  con- 
strued to  include  the  feminine  gender,  un- 
less the  contrary  intention  is  specifically 
expressed. 


Sec.  11.  No  person  who  is  a  member 
of  an  organization  that  advocates  the  over- 
throw of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  or  of  the  State  of  Maryland  through 
force  or  violence  shall  be  eligible  to  hold 
any  office,  be  it  elective  or  appointive,  or 
any  other  position  of  profit  or  trust  in  the 
Government  of  or  in  the  administration  of 
the  business  of  this  State  or  of  any  county, 
municipality  or  other  political  subdivision 
of  this  State. 

Article  XVL 

Sec.  1.  (b)  The  provisions  of  this  Article 
shall  be  self-executing;  provided  that  ad- 
ditional legislation  in  furtherance  thereof 
and  not  in  conflict  therewith  may  be  en- 
acted. 

Sec.  4.  A  petition  may  consist  of  several 
papers,  but  each  paper  shall  contain  the 
full  text  of  the  Act  or  part  of  Act  peti- 
tioned upon;  and  their  shall  be  attached  to 
each  such  paper  an  affidavit  of  the  person 
procuring  the  signatures  thereon  that  of  the 
said  person's  own  personal  knowledge  every 
signature  thereon  is  genuine  and  bona  fide, 
and  that  the  signers  are  registered  voters 
of  the  State  of  Maryland,  and  of  the  City 
of  Baltimore,  or  County,  as  the  case  may 
be,  as  set  opposite  their  names,  and  no 
other  verification   shall  be   required. 

Sec.  8.  The  terms  of  the  Members  of 
the  Board  of  Supervisors  of  elections  of 
Baltimore  City  and  of  the  several  counties 
shall  commence  on  the  first  Monday  of 
June    next    ensuing    their    appointment. 
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INDEX  TO  COMPARISON  OF  CONSTITUTIONS 

Where  no  section  numbers  are  given  for  the  1867  Constitution,  the  references  are  to 
Articles  in  the  Declaration  of  Rights 

1867  1968 

Constitutiorr  Constitution 


Art.                   Sec.  Sec. 

Absentee  voting  1  lA  

Accused  persons,  rights  stated  21  1.07 

Acts  (See  Governor — Veto)  

Acts  of  Assembly  in  Force  5  10.02 

Adjournment  of   Legislature  - 3  25  

Adjutant  General,  appointment,  duties,  etc 9  2  

Advertisements,   internal   improvements — county  assistance 3  54  

Affirmations  (See  Oaths  of  office) 

Age  for  voting 1               1  2.01 

Alcoholic  Beverages,  local  option  laws  not  subject  to 

referendum   _ 16  6  

Alimony,  not  a  debt 3  38  1.12 

Allegany  County,  Circuit  Court  Judges — number 4  21  

Amendments  to  Constitution,  convention  for  altering — ^vote  of 

people  as  to 14              2  10.04 

17  9  


Amendments  to  Constitution  proposed  by  Legislature,  publica- 
tion, adoption,  proclamation,  etc 14  1  10.03 

Annapolis,  Adjutant  General  to  be  at  9  2  

Capital  of  State  .... 3.02 

Court  of  Appeals  to  meet  at 4  14  

Governor  to  reside  at 2  21 

Legislature  may  meet  elsewhere  during  emergency 2  16  

Legislature  to  meet  in  11  3.02 

State  Comptroller  and  Treasurer  to  keep  offices  at 6  1 

Appellate  Judicial   Circuits  _ _ 4  14  5.13 

Appointments,  Governor  and  Senate  to  make 2  10-14  4.29, 4.32 

Appropriations,  bills  for  3  32  6.11-6.15 

How  to  make 3  52  6.08-6.15 

Restriction  as  to  referendum  16  2  2.10 

Armies,  standing 29  

Assembly,  freedom  of 1.01 

Assessments,  equalization  of  ....  6.04 

How  made,  on  land  15  6.03 

43  6.03 

Assets  or  credit  of  State,  lending  or  gift 3  34  6.07 

Assistance  of  counsel,  criminal  cases 21  1.07 

Attainder,  laws  of  18  1.15 

Attorney  General,  Clerk  of  Court  of  Appeals  and  Commissioner 

of  Land  Office  to  notify  as  to  cases _     5  6  

Duties,  compensation,  additional  counsel  5  3  4.17 

Election,  term,  removal 5  1, 2  4.19 

Qualifications  for  5  4  4.18 

Salary  5  3  4.24 

State's  Attorneys — recommends  removal  of  5  7  

Term  of  office 17  3  4.19 

Tie  vote,  election  provided 5  2  4.23 

Vacancy  filled  by  Governor  5  5  4.19 

Attorney  (State's) — (See  SUte's  Attorney)  

Bail,  excessive,  not  to  be  required 25  1.11 

Ballots,  elections  to  be  by 1  1  

Baltimore  City,  charter  provisions  as  to  Mayor  and  Council 11  1-9  

Condemnation  of  property  in  3  40A  

Constables — appointment 4  42, 43  

Constables  and  clerks  in  People's  Court 4  41A  

Home  rule  (See  Home  Rule) 

Legislative  districts  of 3  2,4  

Municipal  Court  4  41C  

Off-street  parking  IIC  1,2  

Officers,  salary  not  to  be  changed  during  term  3  35 
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Art.  Sec.  Sec. 


3 

10 

15 

1 

4 

42,43 

4 

41A 

44 



44 



9 



21 

40A 



1-3 

39 

48 

9.10 



LOi-1.18 

2,3 

34 

1 

6~06 

i'is 

4.29, 4.30 

44 

1 

4.20 

3 



12 

16 



3 

50 

52 

6.08-6.15 

People's  Court  (See  Courts) 

Port  Development 110  1-3 

Redevelopment  Commission  (See  Baltimore  Redevelopment 

Commission)   — 

Sheriff,  election,  powers,  etc 4 

State's  Attorney,  Deputy,  etc 5 

Supreme  Bench  (See  Courts) 

Baltimore  County,  Circuit  Court  Judges — number 4 

Condemnation  of  property  in  3 

Baltimore   Redevelopment  Commission,  authorized,   creation, 

powers,  etc.  _ 11 B 

Banks,  books,  etc.,  to  be  open  for  Inspection  3 

Manner  of  incorporation ^ _    3 

Bequests,  sanction  38 

Bill  of  Rights  1-45 

Bills  (See  Governor — ^veto;  Legislature)  

Board  of  Public  Works,  duties,  powers 12 

Borrowing  power 3 

Members,  journal,  meetings 12 

Board  of  Review,  composition  and  duties — 

Boards  and  Commissions,  members  appointed,  removed 

Bonds  (Surety),  Sheriffs 4 

State  Comptroller  and  Treasurer . 6 

State  Librarian 7 

State's  Attorneys  — - 5 

Books  not  to  be  purchased  for  members  of  Legislature 3 

Bribery,  voters  1 

State  officers  3 

Budget,  how  introduced,  amended  and  adopted  3 


Calvert  County,  internal  improvements  in  3  34  

Capital  expenditures,  how  made 6.16 

Capital  of  State  in  Annapolis 3.02 

Cecil  County,  municipal  corporations,  condemnation  for  roads 

and  water  and  sewer  facilities  - 3  40A  

Two  resident  judges 4  21  

Charles  County,  internal  improvements  in  3  34  

Charters  of  corporations 3  48  9.10 

Circuit  Courts  (See  Courts)  

Civil  cases,  trial  by  jury,  for  sums  over  $5.00 15  6  1.13 

Clerks  of  Courts  (See  Courts) 

Code  Counties 11 F  1-10  

Commander  of  State  military  forces 2  8  9.05 

Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  (See  Land  Office) 

Commissioners  of  District  Court,  generally  - 5.12 

Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities _ _     4  4A,  4B  5.26-5.30 

Commissions,  form  4  13  

Common  Law,  effect  of 10.02 

People  entitled  to 5  

Communications,  interception  of  1.05 

Compact  theory  of  Government 1  

Compensation  of  public  officers,  contractors,  etc.  ._ —     3  35,  35A  6.12 

Comptroller  (See  State  Comptroller) _ 

Condemnation,  Baltimore  Redevelopment  Commission  _  IIB  1  

Private  property __    3  40,  40A,  40B,  40C        1.16 

Conflict  of  interest,  elected  officers   „ 9.02 

Confrontation  of  witnesses,  criminal  cases _  21  1.07 

Congressional  districts,  how  formed,  changed  .—  3.07 

Congressional  redistricting,  procedure  — .  3.08 

Laws  not  subject  to  referendum   .—  2.10 

Congressman  may  not  serve  in  Legislature 

Constables,  account  of  fees;  exception  

Appointment,  number,  term,  duties  

People's  Court  of  Baltimore  City    _ 

Constitution  of  Maryland  applies  at  all  times  44  1.17 
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Art.  Sec.  Sec. 

Constitution  of  United  States  applies  at  all  times 44  

Constitution  of  United  States  supreme  law  of  State _     2  

Constitutional  Convention,  how  called  14  2  10.04 

Constitution  amendments  (See  Amendments  to  Constitution).— 

Consumers,  protection  of  —  9.07 

Contested  elections 3  47  2.07 

Contingent  fund  3  32  

Continuity  of  government  during  emergencies 1.17 

Contractual  obligations,  not  impaired  by  laws 1.15 

Convictions,  corruption  of  blood,  forfeiture  of  estate 27 1.11 

Coroners,  account  of  fees,  exception  15  1  

Appointment  4  45  

Corporations,  bribery  of  officers - — 3  50 

Foreign,  taxation  of  -— 3  58  

Formation,  rights,  taxation  3  48  9.10 

Corruption  of  blood  27  1.11 

Counsel,  right  of  in  criminal  prosecution  .— 21  1.07 

Counties,  credit  limitations 7.10 

Delegates  in  Legislature 3  5  

Establishment,  merger  13  1  7.01 

Governmental  structure,  established  7.02 

Amended  7.03 

Intergovernmental  cooperation  ....  9.09 

Internal  improvements,  restricted  to 3  54  7.10 

Laws  not  subject  to  referendum  2.10 

Legislature  may  form  new;  restriction  — 13  1  7.01 

Officers,  when  elected  17  2  2.08 

Powers    --. 7.04 

Sovereign   immunity  9.08 

Wicomico  County  formed 13  2-5  

County  charters  (See  Home  Rule)  

County  Commissioners,  Constables — appointment 4  42, 43  

Election,  numbers,  compensation,  term,  etc 7  1  

Legislature's  powers  as  to,  under  Home  Rule IIA  6  — _ 

Court  of  Appeals  (See  Courts) 

Courts  (See  also  Judiciary)  

Certification  of  laws  to  3  30  

Circuit  Courts— Chief  Judges,  salaries  4  24  5.31, 5.32 

Court  in  banc  _ 4  22  

Decisions  to  be  rendered  in  two  months 4  23  - 

Exception  as  to  quadrennial  elections 17  1  

Held  in  each  county;  jurisdiction  4  20  5.08 

Judge  to  fill  Clerk's  vacancy 4  25  5.33 

Judges  on  Court  of  Appeals 4  14  5.31 

Judicial  circuits 4  19  5.13 

Number  of  Judges,  appointment,  election,  Chief  Judge, 

terms,  quorum,  salaries  4  21  5.09 

Power  vested  in  _.    4  1 

Reports  of  work  of 4  18A  5.31 

Somerset  and  Worcester  Counties — apportion  debts,  etc., 

of  Wicomico  County  13  3 

Clerk   of   Court   of   Appeals — notify   Attorney   General   of 

State  cases   . 5  6  

Selection  4  17  5.33 

Clerks  of  Courts,  deputies 4  26  

Duties,  fees,  regulations  as  to  „. _.    4  10  5.33 

Election  returns  for  Attorney  General 5  2  

Election  returns  and  certification  4  11, 12  

Election,  term,  vacancy  4  25  5.33 

Fees,  compensation 3  45  

Officers  may  qualify  before 15  10  

Supreme  Bench 4  37,38  

Term  of  office  17  3  

Court  of  Appeals — Annapolis  to  be  meeting  place 4  14  

Appointment;  vacancy 4  14  5.15, 5.22 

Assignment  of  Judges  4  13A,  18A  5.31 
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Lawyer  members,  election  of 

Lay  members,  election  of 

Members,  restrictions  on  

Procedures  for  carrying  out  duties 
Trial  courts 


Orphans'  Court,  election,  powers,  vacancy,  compensation 4 

Power  vested  in     4 


238 


Chief  Judge — Administrative  head  of  judiciary 4  18A 

Chief  Judge — designated  4  14 

Clerk  -.. 4  17 

Criminal  cases,  removal  of — _  

Determination  of  gubernatorial  disability  and  succession 

Election  to  4  14 

Eligibility  of  members  of  Legislature  4  21  

Executive  clemency,  reports  of  4.34 

Exception  as  to  quadrennial  elections 17  1  

Hearings,  opinions,  judgments  4  15  

Judges,  re-election,  poll  of  lawyers  

Qualifications    —    4 

Judicial  Disabilities  Commission,  appoint  judicial 

members  

Procedure  prescribed  4 

Jurisdiction  2 

Laws  recorded  with  3 

Nominating  commission,  number,  term,  duties  

Number  of  Judges;  appellate  circuits  4 

Power  vested  in  4 

Removal  of  criminal  cases — 

Reports  to  be  published 4 

Retirement  of  judges  4 

Rules  of  practice,  forms,  fees,  etc 4 

Salary,  sessions,  quorum  4 

Decrees  for  alimony  or  support,  not  a  debt 

District  Court- 
Chief  clerk  appointed  

Commissioners,  number,  qualifications  

Judges — 

Number,  districts  

Qualifications   

Juries,  number  of  jurors 

Jurisdiction  - 

Nominating  Commission,  number,  term,  duties 

Power  vested  in  

Intermediate  Courts  of  Appeal — 

Attorney  General  to  prosecute  cases 5 

Chief  clerk  appointed  

Clerks,  notice  of  cases  to  Attorney  General  — -    5 

Creation  and  jurisdiction  4 

Hearing  cases  on  appeal 4 

Judges,  qualifications,  election  of  and  tenure 4 

Judges,  eligibility  of  General  Assembly  members 4 

Judges,  terms,  exception  from  quadrennial  elections 17 

Nominating  Commission,  number,  term,  duties 

Power  vested  in  4 

Reports  to  be  published  4 

Rules  for  appeals 4 

Jurisdiction  after  adoption  of  Constitution  15 

Justices  of  the  Peace,  appeals  from  4 

Appeals  from,  in  Baltimore  City 4 

Hearing  in  banc  on  appeals  from  4 

Number  to  be  appointed 4 

Process  in    _ 4 

Municipal  Court _ 4 

Nominating  Commissions — 

Appellate  courts  

Duties 


1968 

Constitution 

Sec. 

5.31 

5.05 

5.33 

1.08 

4.08,  4.11 

5.22 

5.22 

2 

5.14 

5.26 

4B 

5.27 

14 

5.02 

30 

5.16 

14 

5.04,  5.13 

1 

5.01 

1.08 

15, 16 

3 

5.29,  5.30 

18, 18A 

5.03 

14, 15,  24 

5.04,  5.32 

1.12 

5.33 

5.12 

5.11 

5.14 

1.13 

5.10 

5.17 



5.01 

3 

5.33 

6 

14A 

5.01,  5.06 

15 

5.06 

2,3 

5.07,  5.14,  5.22 

14B 



1 

5.16 

1 

5.01 

16 

18 

5.03 

2 

42 



28,34 



22 



41B,42 

1 
41C 





5.16 

5.15 

5.18 

5.19 

5.20 

5.21 

40 

5.17 

1867  1968 

Constitution  Constitution 


Due  Process,  not  deprived  of 23  1.03 


Education  (See  Public  Schools)  8  1-3  8.01, 8.02 

Education  to  be  encouraged 
Elections  (See  Referendum)  . 
Absentee  voting 


3 
23 

41 

8 
43 

1-3 

1 
5 

1 

lA 
1,    2 

1 

Art.  Sec.  Sec. 

Transfer  of  venue 4  8  

People's  Courts — Constables  and  Clerks 4  41A  

Establishment,  Judges,  jurisdiction,  etc.  4  41 B  

Number  of  Judges,  term,  election,  qualifications,  compen- 
sation, jurisdiction  4  41A  

Rules;  powers  as  to  _ 4  18A  5.03 

Superior  Court — 

Chief  Clerk  appointed 5.33 

Judges — 

Number  5.09 

Qualifications    5.14 

Jurisdiction  5.08 

Nominating  Commission,  number,  term,  duties —  5.17 

Power  vested  in  .-  5.01 

Supreme  Bench — additional  judge 4  39  

Appeals  from  Baltimore  City  Court 4  34  

Assignment  of  Judges 4  32  

Clerks;  election,  salaries,  duties 4  37, 38  5.33 

Courts  comprising 4  27  

Decisions  to  be  rendered  In  two  months 4  23  

Election,  terms,  salaries 4  31, 31A  

Exception  as  to  quadrennial  elections 17  1,    5 

Jurisdiction  of  several  courts  of  4  28,  29,  30,  36,  39  

Motions  for  new  trial  in  arrest  of  judgment 4  33  

Officers  appointed,  compensation  4  9  5.33 

Power  vested  in  4  1  

Quorum   4  35  

Reports  of  work  of 4  18A  

State's  Attorney,  assistants,  expenses 5  9  

Terms,  jurisdictions,  appeals  from 4  33  

Trials  without  jury  4  39  

Vacancy  as  Chief  Judge 4  5  

Writs  and  process  in  name  of  Chief  Judge 4  34  

Credit  of  State  not  to  be  given 3  34  6.07 

Criminal  cases;  double  jeopardy ....  1.10 

Indeterminate  sentences,  suspension,  parole  3  60  

Jury  judge  of  law  as  well  as  fact 15  5  

Number  on  jury,  required  for  conviction  .—  1.07 

Removal,  when  authorized ....  _  1.08 

Rights  of  accused  persons  21  1.07 

Self-incrimination ..„  1.09 

Trial,  speedy  and  public .—  -  1.07 

Writ  of  habeas  corpus  not  suspended  114 

Cruel  and  unusual  punishments 16, 25       1.11 


Debt,  no  person  to  be  imprisoned  for 3  38  1.12 

Debts  of  State,  to  be  discharged  within  fifteen  years 3  34  6.06 

Debtors'  laws  to  be  passed 3  44  

Declaration  of  rights  1-45 1.01-1.18 

Deeds  not  to  be  validated  by  special  act 3  33  

Discrimination,   prohibited   1-03 

District  Court  (See  under  Courts)  

Divorces  not  to  be  granted  by  Legislature  3  33  

Double  jeopardy,  prohibited  .... .-  1.10 

Duels,  penalty  for 


Attorney  General   5  1,    2  4.19 

Ballots  to  be  used 
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1867  1968 

Constitution  Constitution 


25,37 

11,12 

11, 12, 13 

. 

3.07 

3.08 

47 

2.07 

1 

14 

5.22 

2 

2.06 

7 

2.08 

2-4 

4.05 

2.05 

4 

3,   5 

5.22 

11,12 

42 

2.07 



3.04 

Art.  Sec.  Sec. 

Bribery  of  voters  1  3  

Candidates,  plurality  required  for  election  2.09 

Clerks  of  Courts,  election  of 4 

Returns,  certifications  . 4 

Commissions  issued  by  Governor —     4 

Congressional  districts,  how  formed  

Congressional  redistricting,  procedure  .__. 

Contested    3 

County  Commissioners  . 7 

Court  of  Appeals  4 

Disqualifications  for  voting  1 

General,  when  to  be  held  15 

Governor;  time,  manner,  etc.  2 

Holding  office,  property  qualifications  

Illegal  voting 1 

Judges,  election  of 4 

Returns,  certifications  4 

Laws  to  be  passed  for 3 

Legislative  districts,  how  formed 

Legislature — to  regulate 3  49  

Time  for  3  7  

Municipal  elections,  requirements  for  voting  -  2.03 

Oath  for  officeholders 1  6,   7  9.01 

Orphans'  Courts  4  40  

Presidential  elections,  residence  for  voting  2.02 

Property  qualifications  as  condition  for  voting  2.05 

Quadrennial  (See  Quadrennial  elections)  

Registers  of  Wills,  election  of 4 

Returns,  certification  4 

Registration;  uniform  laws,  effect  of  1 

Residence  requirements  for  voting  1 

Returns  and  certification  4 

Right  of  people  to  participate  In 7 

Sheriffs,  election  of  4 

To  give  notice  of  .— _ 15 

State  Comptroller 6 

State's  Attorneys,  election  of  5 

Returns  4 

Supervisors  of — term  17 

Supreme  Bench  of  Baltimore  City -    4 

Surveyor    — _.- 7 

Tie  votes — House  of  Delegates  to  decide 4 

New  election  to  be  ordered  15 

United  States  enclaves,  qualifications  for  voting  - 

Voters,  age  for 1 

Qualifications  for  7 

Who  may  vote 1 

When  to  be  held 17 

Wicomico  County 13 

Elisors — appointment 4 

Emergency  laws — emergency  clause;  effect  of  referendum;  what 

laws  may  not  be 16  2  2.12 

Eminent  domain  (See  Condemnation) 

English  statutes,  people  entitled  to  benefit  of 5 

Equal  protection  of  laws,  not  deprived  of — - 

Evidence — self-incrimination 22 

Ex  post  facto  laws         17 

Execution,  property  protected  from _    3 

Executive  (See  Governor;  Secretary  of  State)  „ _ 

Appointment  of  department  heads,  terms  2 

Clemency 2 

Department  heads   

Department;  powers,  etc. 2 

Department;  employees  appointed,  removed 

Powers  of,  as  trustee  of  public 6 

Reorganization  of  executive  department —  4.27 
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41 



11,12 

5 

2.07 

1,    lA 

2.01 

11,12 

44"" 

"ZI 

8 

1 

4.22 

7,    8 

4.35 

11 



8 



31,39 
2 
12 



2T09" 

4 

2.04 

1 

2.01 

2.01 

1-5 

2.01-2.06 

2 

2.08 

4 



45 





1.03 

1.09 

1.15 

44 



10 

4.29,  4.30 

20 

4.34 

4.28 

1-23 

4.26-4.33 

4.31 

1867 

Constitution 

1968 

Constitution 

Art. 

34 

- 8 

Sec. 

Sec. 
4.02 

of        „ 

i  deDartment  

4.01 
4.26 

Rotation  in  office  of 
Separation  of  powers  of 
Structure  of  exe 


Fair  treatment  in  investigations 1.04 

Fees,  account  of,  reports 

Cierl<s  of  courts  


15 

1 

3 

45 

4 

10 

3 

45 

4 

44 

5 

9 

Registers  of  Wills  

Sheriffs — paid  to  counties 

'  State's  Attorneys  —  5 

Felonies,  when   indictment  required .-  1.06 

Feminine  gender  included  in  masculine  15  10  

Fines  and  forfeitures,  excessive,  not  to  be  required  25  1.11 

Governor  may  remit _ _  2             20                                4.34 

Foreign  corporations,  taxation  of 3  58  

Foreign  powers,  presents  to  officers  from,  prohibited 35 

Forfeiture  of  estate  „ 27  1.11 

Freedom  of  speech  _ 40 1.01 


General  Assembly  (See  Legislature) 

General  Elections,  when  to  be  held  _  15  7  2.08 

God,  belief  in  existence  of „ 36,  37 

Government,  Constitutions  to  apply  at  all  times -  44  1.17 

Militia  as  defense  of 28 

Origin  of,  in  compact  1  

Right  to  alter 1,    6       

State — powers  of  the  people 4  

Governor  (See  Executive;  Secretary  of  State) 

Adjutant  General,  appointment  9  2  

Annapolis,  to  reside  at  2  21 

Appoints  civil  and  military  officers;  removal  2  10-15  4.29, 4.32 

Attorney  General,  receive  election  returns  for;  oath.. 5  2  

Supervision  over,  employment  of  additional  counsel _     5  3  

Vacancy  in  office  of _ 5  5  4.19 

Bills,  approval  of 3  30  4.15 

Board  of  Public  Works — member  12  1 

Board  of  Review,  member  of  4.25 

Budget,  to  submit 3  52  6.09 

Civil  officers,  appointment 2  10  4.29 

Removal,  suspension  _ 2  15  4.31 

Clemency,  power  of 2  20  4.34 

Commander  of  State  military  forces 2  8  9.05 

Commission  on  Judicial  Disabilities,  appointed  by 4  4A  5.26 

Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office  appointed  by 7  4 

Comptroller's  accounts  to  be  examined  by _     2  18  4.33 

Constitutional  amendments,  proclamation  as  to _  14  1  

Contingent  fund  J 3  32  

Court  of  Appeals  appointment  to,  vacancies 4  14  

Department  heads,  appointed ....  4.29 

Supply  information  4.33 

Vacancies    4.32 

Election  of,  term,  qualifications 2  1,    2,    5  4.02,  4.05 

Elections — commissions  issued  by  _     4  11, 12, 13  

Tie  votes — new  election  to  be  ordered 15  4  

Time,  manner,  tie  vote,  etc. 2  2-4  4.05, 4.23 

Execution  of  laws  by 2  9  4.01 

Executive  power  vested  in  2  1  4.01 

Fines  and  forfeitures  remitted  by 2  20  4.34 

Grants  signed  by  4  13  

Holds  position  after  adoption  of  Constitution 15  3  

Judicial  Disabilities  Commission,  appoints  members 4  4A  5.26 

Judges,  appointment  of  4  5  5.15 
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1867  1968 

Constitution  Constitution 


Art.  Sec.  Sec. 

Removal  from  office 4              4,  4B  

Retirement  of 4              3,  48  

Justices  of  the  Peace,  number  to  be  appointed 4  418,  42  

Legislature — convened  by,  for  special  sessions  2  16  3.15 

Messages,  measures  to  be  sent  to  2  19  4.12 

Proclamation  for  special  session 3  14  3.15 

Representation  in,  arranged  by  — 3  5  

Vacancy  in,  filled  by 3  13  

Lieutenant  Governor,  election,  term,  qualifications 4.03, 4.04 

Military  officers,  appointment 2  10  

Removal,  suspension  2  15  

Nolle  prosequi  granted  by  2  20  

Officers  may  qualify  before  15  10  

Offices  declared  vacant  for  not  filing  reports 15               1  

Orphans'  Courts — vacancy  in,  filled  by  4  40  

Pardons,  power  of  2  20  434 

People's  Courts,  appointment  to 2  41A  

Private  Secretary,  office  abolished 2  22  

Referendum,  proclamation  of  results 16               5  

Reprieves,  powers  of 2  20  4.34 

Requirements  to  be  eligible  as  2              5  A.QZ 

Salary  2  21  4.24 

Secretary  of  State  appointed  by 2  22  

Sheriff — to  fill  vacancy  in  office  4  44  

State  Comptroller,  vacancy  filled  by;  charges  against 6              1,  6  4.22 

State  Librarian,  appointment  of 7               3  

State  Treasurer — approve  banking  institutions  6               3  

Publication  of  accounts  of 6               4  

Vacancy  filled  by,  charges  against 6               1,  6  

Succession  to  office,  generally  2              6,  7  4.06-4.11 

Term  of  office  2              1  4.05 

17  3 

Treasurer's  accounts  to  be  examined  by 2  18 

Vacancy  in  office,  how  filled  2               6,  7 

Veto — effect  of  item  veto 3  52 

Effective  date  of  bills  2  17 

Power  of  — .- _- 2  17 

Wicomico  County,  proclamation  as  to 13              2  

Grand  inquest  3  24  

Grand  Jury,  indictment  required  for  felonies 1.06 

Grants,  form  4  13  

Great  Seal,  commissions  and  grants 4  13  

Habeas  Corpus,  jurisdiction  in  Baltimore  City  4  29  

Not  to  be  suspended  3  55  1.14 

Hereditary  honors  not  to  be  granted 42  

Higher  education,  governing  bodies  8.02 

Highways  (See  Roads) 

Home  Rule — 
Charter, 

Amendments  to 

Definitions,  miscellaneous 

Express  powers  to  be  enacted  

Municipalities  

Petition  for  charter  board,  election,  preparation  of  char- 
ter, submission  to  voters  _ 

Provisions  of 

Code  Counties  

House  of  Delegates  (See  Legislature) 

Husband   (See  Wife)  


llA 
llA 
llA 
HE 

5 
7 
2 
1-6 

HA 
HA 
IIF 

1 

3 

1-10 

Impeachment,  Judges  4  4  9.04 

Legislature  has  power  of  3  26  9.04 

No  power  of  reprieve  or  pardon 2  20  
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Income  tax  on  Judges,  etc. 

Indictments,  accused  to  have  copy  of 

Form   

Required  for  felonies 


1867 

1968 

Constitution 

Constitution 

Art. 

Sec. 

Sec. 

3 

35A 

21 

4 

13 



Infamous  crime,  conviction  of,  disqualifies  for  voting 

Interception  of  communications 

Interest,  legal  rate  of  

Intergovernmental  cooperation 

Intermediate  Courts  of  Appeal  (See  Courts) 

Internal  improvements — Board  of  Public  Works  may  sell  State's 

interest  in 

Counties  restricted  in  assisting 

State  not  to  be  involved  in;  exception 

Investigations,  fair  treatment  provided  

Item  veto  (See  Governor — veto) 


2 

57 


12 

3 

3 

54 

3 

34 

1.06 
2.06 
1.05 

9709 


7.10 


Jeopardy,  double,  prohibited  . 

Journals  (See  Legislature)  . 

Judges,  income  tax  on  

Judiciary  (See  Courts,  Juries) 


Administrative  head.  Chief  Judge  of  Court  of  Appeals 4 

Appellate  circuits    -.. 4 

Courts  in  which  power  vested 4 

Independence  of  33 

Judges — appoint  officers;  report  as  to 4 

Appointment  by  Governor 4 

Assignment   4 

Cases  in  which  disqualified  4 

Cecil  County,  two  resident  judges 4 

Conservators  of  peace 4 

Election;  returns  and  certification 4 

Election,  term,  retirement 4 

Impeachment  and  trial 

Nomination  and  appointment 

Not  to  hold  other  office 

Qualifications 

Removal  from  Office 


4 

33 

IZmiZ  33 
4 
Removal  of  Justices  of  the  Peace  and  Constables 4 


Retirement 

Salary,  perquisites,  etc.  _. 

State's  Attorney's  vacancy  filled  by 
Supervision  over  Clerks  of  Courts  _ 

Vacancy  in  office  

Judicial  Circuits,  described 

Wicomico  County  in  First  


Judicial  Disabilities,  Commission  on 

Judicial   Nominating  Commissions  

Officers  of  courts — appointment,  compensation. 

Punishments,  fines,  bail 

Reports  of  work  of  . 

Retirement  from  office 

Separation  of  powers  of 

Transfer  of  venue 

Juries — case  may  be  tried  without 


etc. 


Civil  cases,  number,  right  to,  verdicts 

Condemnation  proceedings 

Criminal  cases,  unanimous  consent 

Depriving  of  life,  liberty  and  property 

District  Court,  number  required 

Judges  of  law  as  well  as  of  fact 

People  entitled  to  trial  by  

Religious  belief  of  jurors  not  to  make  Incompetent 

Speedy  trial  by 

Supreme  Bench,  trials  without 


4 
4 
5 
4 
4 
4 
13 
4 

4 
25 
4 
4 
8 
4 
4 
15 
3 

23 

15 

5 

36 

21 

4 


35A 

ISA 

14 

1 


9 
5 

13A,  ISA 

7 
21 

6 
11,12 

3,    5 

4 

5 


2,    5 


4B 


4 
42 

3 

6,24 
11 
10 

3,    5 
19 

5 

4A,4B 


18A 
3 


8 
8 
6 
40,  40A,  40B,  40C 


1.10 


5.31 
5.13 
5.01 
5.25 
5.33 
5.15 
5.31 


5.22 

2.08,  5.22,  5.23 

9.04 

5.15 

5.25 

5.14 


5.26-5.30 


5.23,  5.30 
5.24 


5.33 

5.15 
5.13 


5.26-5.30 
5.15-5.21 
5.33 
1.11 


5.23,  5.30 

5.01 

1.08 


1.13 


1.07 
113" 
iri3' 


39 
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1867  1968 

Constitution  Constitution 


Art.  Sec.  Sec. 

Trial  by,  in  civil  cases 15  6  1.13 

Trial  of  facts  20  

Justice,  speedy  right  to 19  1.07 

Justices  of  the  Peace  (See  Courts)- 

Account  of  fees;  exception 15  1  

Legislature,  eligible  for  3  11  


Land  Office — Commissioner;  appointment,  duties,  salary, 

report   7  4,    5 

Commissioner  to  notify  Attorney  General  of  State  cases 5  6 

Office  abolished  7  4 

Term  of  office  15  9 

Law  Department  (See  Attorney  General)  - 

Laws  (See  Legislature) 


Attainder  by 18  1.15 

Ex  post  facto 17  1.15 

Execution  of  by  Governor  2              9  4.01 

Retrospective,  oppressive  17  1.15 

Sanguinary,  to  be  avoided  16  

Suspension  of  9  

When  to  take  effect  16              2  3.23 

Legislature,  absent  voting — may  provide  for 1               lA  

Accounts  of  officers  may  be  inspected  by  - 15              1  

Acts  as  of  1867  in  force 5  

Acts  as  of  1968  in  force -  10.02 

Adjournment — neither  House  to  adjourn  without  consent 

of  other  3  25  

Annapolis  as  place  of  meeting  11  3.02 

Appointments  by  Governor,  qualifications _  —  4.29 

Terms  of  office  4.30 

Apportionment  and  districting,  procedure 3.03,3.04 

Laws  not  subject  to  referendum 2.10 

Appropriations,  bills  for 3  32  6.08 

How  to  make  --  3  52  6.09-6.15 

Assessments,  classes  prescribed  15  6.03 

Distribution  of  funds  based  on  -.  — -  6.04 

Assets  of  SUte,  lending  or  gift 3  34  6.07 

Attorney  General,  additional  counsel  for 5               3  

Assistants  prescribed  4.17 

Duties  prescribed 5               3  4.17 

To  write  opinions  for 5               3  4.17 

Baltimore  City,  districts  of  3               2,    4  

Baltimore  Redevelopment  Commission,  powers  as  to. 11 B            1  

Banks — books,  etc.  to  be  open  for  inspection 3  39  

Bills  (See  Laws,  hereunder)  - 

Consideration  of   -.._ 3  27  3.20 

Great  Seal  affixed;  approval  3  30  

Majority  required  for  passage 3  28  3.21 

Originate  in  either  House 3  27  3.20 

Passage  of __  3  28  3.21 

Printed  or  engrossed  for  third  reading 3  27  3.20 

Ten  or  twenty  day  limit  on  introduction  3  27  

Three  readings  required  3  27  

Vetoed,  effective  date 2  17  4.15, 4.16 

Governor's  power  2  17  4.13, 4.14 

What  bills  subject  to,  how  considered. 2  17  4.15, 4.16 

Yeas  and  nays  on 3  28  

Board  of  Public  Works,  powers  given  to 12               1  

Books  which  may  not  be  purchased  for  members _  3  16  

Bribery  of  State  officers             _  3  50  

Budget,  how  introduced,  amended,  adopted 3  52  6.08-6.15 

Capital  expenditures,  how  made 6.16 

Charters  of  corporations 3  48  9.10 

Clerks  of  Courts — fees,  compensation _  3  45  

Regulations  as  to _  4  10  
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1867 

Constitution 


Art. 

Compensation  of  public  officers,  contractors,  etc 3 

Comptroller,  duties,  bond  _     6 

Condemnation  of  private  property  3 

Conflict  of  interest,  elected  officers  

Congressional  redistricting,  procedure  

Laws  not  subject  to  referendum 

Constitution,  suspension  In  emergency — . 

Constitutional  amendments — proposed  by  Legislature 14 

Vote  of  people  as  to  convention  14 

Consumers,  protection  of  

Contested  elections 3 

Contingent  fund  3 

Convened  frequently  12 

Corporations,  bribery  of  officer  of _.     3 

Foreign,  taxation  of 3 

Laws  as  to  3 

Counties — establishment  of,  merger 13 

Government,  how  changed — . 

May  be  formed  by;  restriction  13 

Number  of  delegates  in  3 

Powers 

Restricted  as  to  internal  improvements —     3 

County  Commissioners,  powers  as  to,  under  Home  Rule...  IIA 

Court  of  Appeals,  jurisdiction  fixed  _     4 

Rules  of _ 4 

Court  officers,  report  as  to „     4 

Courts,  regulation  of  practice  and  procedure 4 

Credit  of  State  not  to  be  given 3 

Criminal  cases;  removal  of  _ 


Sec. 

35 

1,    2 
40,  40 A,  40  B,  40C 


47 
32 


50 
58 
48 

1 


1.    6 
3-5 


54 
6 
14 
18 
9 
18 
34 


38 
34 
44 


Debts,  no  person  to  be  imprisoned  for 3 

To  be  discharged  within  15  years  3 

Debtors'  laws  to  be  passed 3 

Distribution  of  State  funds,  equalized  assessments ....  — 

District  Court,  jurisdiction  _ 

Number  of  judges,  divisions 

Doors  to  be  kept  open  generally _     3  21 

Duels,  penalty  for      . 3  41 

Education,  arts,  sciences,  etc.,  to  be  encouraged 43 

Elections — contested  _.. 3  47 

Disqualifications  for  voting 1  2 

Judges  of,  regulation  of,  etc 3  49 

Laws  to  be  changed  to  fit  quadrennial  elections 17  12 

Laws  to  be  passed  for  3  42 

Municipal  voters,  qualifications 

Residence  in  presidential  elections  

Emergency  laws  to  have  3/5  majority 16 

Eminent  domain 3 

Executive  Departments,  appointments,  how  made 

Heads  of  departments  „ 

Execution,  property  protected  from _    3 

Fees— Clerks  of  Courts,  Register  of  Wills 3 

Freedom  of  speech  in 10 

General  powers  - 3 

Governor,  chosen  by,  in  event  of  tie 2 

Disability,  determination  of 

Elect  successor  to  fill  vacancy _     2  6,    't 

Messages  and  measures  sent  by _     2  19 

Pardons,  etc.,  reported  to _.     2  20 

Grand  inquest 3  24 

Habeas  corpus  not  to  be  suspended 3  55 

Home  rule  powers  to  be  enacted;  restrictions  upon 

Legislature llA  2,  4, 

HE  1-6 

House  of  Delegates,  accounts  examined  by _    3  24 

Chief  Clerk,  bills  signed  in  presence  of _     3  30 

County  representation  in  _    3  5 


40,  40 A,  408,  40C 


44 
45 


56 
4 


1968 

Constitution 

Sec. 

6.12 

4.20 

1.16 

9.02 

3.08 

2.10 

1.17 

10.03 

10.04 

9.07 

2.07 


9.10 
7.01 
7.03 


7.04 
7.10 


5.02 
5.03 

5;03' 
6.07 
1.08 
1.12 
6.06 

bm 

5.10 
5.11 


8.01 


2.06 


2.07 
2.03 
2.02 
2.12 
1.16 
4.31 
4.28 


3.14 

4^23 
4.08 
4.09 
4.12 


1.14 


3.03 
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1867  1968 

Constitution  Constitution 


Art.  Sec.  Sec. 

Districts  established,  changed 3.04 

Election,  term 3  6,   7  3.10 

Established .-- 3  1  3.01 

Grand  inquest 3  24  

Impeachments  brought  by 3  26  9.04 

Number  and  apportionment  of  members _.    3  5  3.03 

Laws  not  subject  to  referendum —  2.10 

Redistricting;  procedure  -  3.05, 3.06 

Speaker,  bills  signed  in  presence  of 3  30  

Budget  bill  sent  to 3  52  6.11 

Open  election  returns  for  Governor 2  2,   3 

Salary  ...  3  15  

Tie  votes  in  elections  decided  by 4  12  

Impeachment — Judges    4  4  9.04 

Procedure 3  26  9.04 

Interest,  legal  rate  of 3  57  

Intermediate  Appellate  Court,  jurisdiction  4  14A  5.06 

Number  of  judges -  5.07 

Internal  improvements,  counties  restricted  as  to 3  54  7.10 

Not  to  be  made  by _    3  34  

Journals — constitutional  amendments  _  14  1  

Publication    3  22  3.18 

Veto  messages  entered  in,  votes  entered  in 2  17  

Yeas  and  nays  on  any  question  entered  in 3  22  3.18 

Judges,  assignment  of 4  13A  5.31 

Eligibility  of  members  to  be 4  21  

Income  tax  on 3  35A  

Removal  from  office 4  4, 4A,  4B  

Retirement  of 4  3,  4A,  48  

Judicial  Disabilities  Commission,  terms  of  members 4  4A  5.26 

Jury  trials,  when  applicable,  number  required 15  6  1.13 

Laws  (See  Bills,  hereunder)  

Certification  of 3  30  

Effective  date 3  31  3.23 

Financial  statement  published  with  3  32  

Form  of  3  29  3.19 

General  laws,  exceptions 3  33  3.22 

Publication  of 3  30  

Recorded  with  Court  of  Appeals 3  30  

Referral  of,  procedure  16  1-6  2.10-2.14 

Requirements  as  to  passing 3  29  3.19 

Time  to  take  effect 3  31  3.23 

Title  to  describe  subject 3  29  3.19 

Legislative  districts,  how  formed,  changed 3.04 

Legislative  power  vested  in 3.01 

Local  Laws  not  to  be  passed 3  33  3.22 

Lotteries  not  to  be  authorized 3  36  6.17 

Members,  each  House  to  judge  qualifications  of 3  19  3.16 

Election  of,  term  of  office  3  6  3.10 

Expulsion  or  punishment  of 3  19  3.16 

Immunity  for  debate 3  18  3.14 

Not  eligible  for  certain  offices 3  17  3.13 

Qualifications  of 3  9  3.09 

Salary  and  Allowances 3  15  3.12 

Vacancies,  how  filled .._     3  13  3.11 

Mileage  of  members „    3  15  3.12 

Militia — consent  to  Governor  to  command  In  person 2  8  9.05 

To  provide  for 9  1,    3  9.05 

Montgomery  County— Condemnation  of  property  In 3  40A 

Mortgages,  taxation  of 3  51  — 

Multi-county  governmental  units,  established  powers — -  --  7.08 

Financing  of  7.09 

Municipal  Corporations,  generally 3  48  

HE  1-6  7.06 

Municipal  Corporations — 

Creation  of  new  .... 7.06 
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1867  1968 

Constitution  Constitution 


Art.  Sec.  Sec. 

Merger  of 7.05 

Powers    7.07 

Voters  qualifications 2.03 

Taxing  powers  - -  6.02 

Natural  resources  preserved  - 9.06 

Nays 

(See  Yeas  and  nays,  hereunder)  

Officers,  appointed  by 3  19  

Punishment  of   3  23  

Salary  not  to  be  changed  during  term 3  35  6.12 

Orphans'  Courts,  powers  of  — 4  40  

Paroles  authorized   3  60 

Pensions — general  system  forbidden 3  59  

People's  Courts,  establishment,  etc.  4  41B  

Number  of  Judges  4  41A  

Personal  property,  taxation  3  51  

Petition,  right  to  13  1.01 

Port  development 11 D  1,    2  

Post-audit  of  finances 3.24 

Powers  of,  as  trustees  of  public 6  

Printing  and  stationery  committee 3  24  

Program  Budget  3  52  6.09 

Public  higher  education,  governing  boards 8.02 

Public  schools,  to  provide  for 8  1-3  8.01 

Punishment  of  officers  and  others 3  23  

Qualifications  for  members  of  3  9-12  3.09 

Quorum   __.. 3  20  3.17 

Redlstricting  Commission,  appointed,  procedure - 3.05,  3.06 

Referendum — Text  of  measures  to  be  furnished  to  voters 16  5  

Register  of  Wills — fees,  compensation  3  45  

Regular  sessions— extended  for  budget  bill 3  52  6.13 

Journals    3  22  3.18 

Length    _ 3  15  3.15 

Organizational  meeting  - 3.15 

Organization  of,  procedure 3  19  3.16 

Quorum  fixed   3  20  3.17 

Time  of 3  14  3.15 

When  to  meet 17  6  3.15 

Reorganization  plans  for  executive  departments ^-27 

Resolutions — passage    3  28  3.21 

Right  of  people  to  participate  In 7  

Rules  of  procedure  determined  by  3  19  3.16 

Salaries  of  Governor  and  other  officers  2  21  4.24 

Salaries  of  members 3  15  3.12 

Salary  of  public  officers 3  35, 35A  6.12 

Secretary  of  State,  records  may  be  inspected  by 2  23  

Senate — Adjutant  General — confirm  appointment 9  2  

Appointments  confirmed  by  „ 2  10-14  4.29,  4.32 

Baltimore  City  districts  3  2  

Districts  established  3.04 

Election,  term 3  7,    8  3.10 

Established 3  1  3.01 

Impeachments  tried  by 3  26  

Number  and  apportionment  of  members 3  2  3.03 

Laws  not  subject  to  referendum — -  2.10 

Orphans'  Courts,  confirm  appointments  to 4  40  

President,  bills  signed  in  presence  of _. _    3  30  

Budget  bill  sent  to 3  52  6.11 

Salary  3  15  

Succeeds  to  Governor 2  7  4.09;  4.10 

Secretary,  bills  signed  in  presence  of  3  30 

Secretary  of  State's  appointment  confirmed  by. 2  22 

Special  session  convened  3.15 

State  Librarian,  appointment  confirmed  by 7  3 

State's  Attorneys  removed  by 5  7  

Separation  of  powers  of 8  3.01 
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Constitution  Constitution 


Art.  Sec.  Sec. 

Slaves,  no  payment  for . 3  37                              

Soldiers'  bonus — payment 3  34                               

Somerset  County,  representation  in  13  4                               

Special  laws  not  to  be  passed  by 3  33                               3.22 

Special  sessions,  budget  amendment  not  to  affect 3  52                              6.15 

Convened  by  Governor  — 2  16                               3.15 

How  convened  3  14                               3,15, 

Length    3  15                               [ 

Standing  armies — consent  to 29  

State  Colleges,  governing  bodies 8.02 

State  Comptroller — report  to 6  2                                   ,.„ 

State  Librarian — duties,  bond  7  3 

State  Pension  Commissioner — abolished 3  59                               

State's  Attorneys,  appointment,  duties 5  7-12  4-35 

State  Treasurer  elected  by 6  1                               _.' . . 

Reports  to 6  4                               

State's  Attorney,  Baltimore  City,  Assistants 5  9                              

Superior  Court,  jurisdiction,  number  of  judges -  -  -  5.08, 5.09 

Supplementary  appropriation  bills  3  52  6.15, 6.16 

Item  veto  of . .-  4.14 

Support  of  dependent,  not  a  debt 3  38  1,.12 

Supreme  Bench,  additional  Judge  for 4  39                              

Suspension  of  criminal  sentences 3  60  

Suspension  of  laws  by 9  

Tax  power  vested  in  14  6.Q1 

Taxation — personal  property,  mortgages  — 3  51 

Two  branches  of 3  1  3.01 

United  States,  donations  from 3  46 

Usury — legal  rate  of  interest 3  57  

Vacancy  in — how  filled  3  13  3.11 

Veto  of  bills  of  (See  Governor — ^veto)  

Who  may  or  may  not  serve  in  3  9-12  3.09 

Wicomico  County — fix  time  for  holding  courts  — _  13  5  

Representation  in  13  4  

Wife — property  protected  from  husband's  debts 3  43  

Witnesses — bribery  cases  3  50  

Race  or  color  not  to  disqualify 3  53  1.03 

Worcester  County,  representation  in 13  4 

Yeas  and  nays — bilJs  and  resolutions 3  28  3.21 

When  entered  in  Journal  3  22  3.18 

Liberty  of  press  40  1.01 

Librarian  (See  State  Librarian)  

Lieutenant  Governor,  acting  governor  4.07 

How  listed  on  ballot  and  elected .._  „_ 4.05 

Powers    . 4.03 

Qualifications    4.04 

Salary 4.24 

Succession  to  office  of  Governor 4.06-4.10 

Tie  vote 4.23 

Vacancy  in  office,  how  filled  ^ 4.09 

Life,  liberty  or  property,  not  deprived  of _  23  1.03 

Local  legislation  ((See  Home  Rule)  

Local  option  laws  not  subject  to  referendum 16  6  2.14 

Local  taxing  powers  _  ...  6.02 

Lotteries  not  to  be  authorized  3  36  6.17 

Lunatic  may  not  vote _    l  2  2.06 

Marriage  licenses,  issue  in  Baltimore  City  _     4  38 

Martial  Law,  soldiers  punishable  by  _ 32  ...  9.05 

Maryland  Reports  4 

Masculine  gender  includes  feminine _ _  15 

Military  Power,  subordinate  of    _ 30 

Militia,  Adjutant  General,  appointment,  duties,  etc. _     9 

Defense  of  free  government       _  28 

Governor  may  call  out 2 

Indictment  not  required  for  felonies  
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9.05 

8 

9.05 
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1867  1968 

Constitution  Constitution 


Art.  Sec.  Sec. 

Legislature  to  provide  for 9  1,    3  9.05 

Subject  to  martial  law 32  

Minister  may  not  serve  in  Legislature 3  11  

Minors,  sale  of  real  estate  belonging  to 3  33  

Monopolies  are  odious  41  

Montgomery  County,  Circuit  Court  Judges — number _    4  21  

Condemnation   power  - 3  40A  _ 

Mortgages,  taxation  of 3  51  

Multi-county  governmental  units,  credit  limitations -  7.10 

Established,  powers  - 7.08 

Financing  of  7.09 

Intergovernmental  cooperation  9,09 

Sovereign  immunity 9.08 

Municipal  corporations,  Cecil  County,  condemnation  powers....-    3  40A  

Municipal  corporations,  credit  limitations ..-  —  7.10 

Existing  protected 7.05 

Formation  of 3  48  7.06 

Intergovernmental  cooperation  9.09 

Home  rule  for 

Powers  generally  7.07 

Qualifications  of  voters 2.03 

Sovereign  immunity  9.08 

Taxation  of  foreign  corporations  

Taxing  powers 6.02 

Municipal  court 

Names,  special  act  not  to  be  passed  for  changing 

Natural  resources  preserved  9.06 

Nolle  prosequi.  Governor  may  grant 

Notaries  Public,  appointment  _ _. 


3 

48 

ilE 

1-6 

3 

58 

4 

41C 

3 

33 

2 

20  " 

4 

45 

17 

5 

2 

15 

10 

6 

5 

39 

1 

1 

lie 

1,  2 

15 

10 

15 

3 

35 

3 

50 

Oaths,  retrospective,  not  to  be  required  

Oaths  of  Office,  Attorney  General  

Officers,  how  to  qualify  ._ 15  10                                9.01 

State  Comptroller  and  Treasurer 

State's  Attorneys  

Oaths  of  Officers,  form  of  administering  39  9.01 

Holders  to  take  _ _ 1  6                               9.01 

Refusal  to  take;  effect 1  7                               9.01 

Obligations  of  contracts  not  impaired  —  1-15 

Off-street  parking,  Baltimore  - 

Officers,  account  of  fees;  reports _ 

Appointment,  confirmation,  removal _ 

Baltimore  City,  salaries  not  to  be  changed  during  term. 

Bribery  of _ _ 

Department  heads,  boards  and  commissions -  4.29-4.33 

Elected,  conflict  of  interest _  ....  9.02 

Executive  branch,  how  appointed,  removed — -  4.31 

Oath,  how  to  qualify 15  10                                9.01 

Property  qualifications  - 2.05 

Salary  not  to  be  changed  during  term 3  35                               6.12 

State,  not  eligible  for  Legislature 3  11, 12  

Supply  information  to  Governor „ 4.33 

Term — when  to  begin  .  _ 15  9  -- 

Terms— to  be  four  years _. 17  1,    2,    8                   4.30 

Offices,  no  person  to  hold  two  offices _  35  9.03 

Members  of  Legislature  not  eligible  for  certain  __    3  17                               3.13 

Rotation  in ._ 34 

Orphans'  Courts  (See  Courts) 

Paroles 3  60  

Pensions,  general  system  forbidden 3  59 

People,  amelioration  of  conditions  of 43  

Rights  of,  not  restricted  45  1.18 
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2.02 

1.01 

21 

40C 

22 



13 

1.03 

6.03 

Art.  Sec.  Sec. 

People's  Court  (See  Courts)  - - — 

Personal  property,  taxation  of _    3  51  

Petitions  (See  Referendum) ._ 

Right  of  - 13  1.01 

Poll  Taxes,  oppressive  -  15  

Port  Development — Baltimore,  Md 11 D  1,    2  

Preacher  may  not  serve  in  Legislature 3  11 

Presidential  elections,  residence  for  voting  — . 

President  of  Senate  (See  Legislature — Senate) 

Press,  freedom  of 40 

Prince  George's  County,  Circuit  Court  Judges — number. 4 

Condemnation  for  water,  sewers  and  drainage 3 

Private  Secretary,  office  abolished  2 

Process — form    4 

Property,  not  deprived  of  23 

Property  Taxes  uniform  15 

Public  higher  education  (See  Higher  Education) 

Public  Schools,  system  of;  school  fund  8  1-3  8.01 

Public  Works  (See  Board  of  Public  Works) 


Quadrennial  Elections;  elections — Laws  to  be  changed  as 

necessary 17  12                              

Elections — when  to  be  held 17  2                              

Purpose  and  interpretation  of  article _  17  11, 13                         

Supervisors  of  elections — term _  17  8                              

Terms  of  four  years  for  officers 17  1,   3,   4,   8              

Quorum,  Circuit  Courts 4  21                               

Court  of  Appeals 4  14  5.04 

Legislature    3  20  3.17 

Supreme  Bench  4  35                               


Receipts  and  expenditures,  statement  to  be  published 3  32  

Recordation,  Baltimore  City _    4  38  

Oaths  of  office 15  10  

Redevelopment  Commission,  Baltimore _  11 B  1-3  

Redistricting,  Congressional,  how  made 3.08 

Legislative,  how  made -.  3.05,3.06 

Referendum,  ballots — form    16  5 

Emergency  laws — effect  of  16  2  2.12 

Effective  date  of  referred  laws  16  2  2.13 

Laws  to  be  submitted  separately _  16  5 

Local  laws,  which  may  be  referred 2.14 

Petition — form;  verification  _  16  4  

Number  of  signers  necessary 16  3  2.11 

When  to  file;  effect 16  2,    3  2.12 

Power  of,  reserved  to  people 16  1  2.10 

Soldiers'  Bonus  _ 3  34  

Text  of  measure  to  be  furnished  to  voters 16  5  

What  laws  may  not  be  submitted  to _  16  6  2.10,  2.11 

Refunds  not  to  be  made  by  special  act  _    3  33 

Register  of  Wills,  election — returns,  certification  4  11, 12  

Election — term,  duties,  vacancy 4  41  

Fees:  compensation 3  45  

Term  of  office  _ 17  3 

Registration  (See  Elections)  „_ 

Religious  freedom _ 36  1.02 

Religious  tests 36,37        

Removal  of  criminal  cases  _  1.08 

Reports  of  the  Court  of  Appeals 4  16  

Reserved  Powers  Doctrine  2  

Reserved  Rights  of  People  _ ....  1.18 

Residence  requirements  for  voting  1  1,    lA  2.01 

Review,  Board  of,  composition  and  duties 4.25 

Roads,  condemnation  of  property  for   3  408  
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Art.  Sec.  Sec. 

St.  Mary's  County,  Internal  improvements  In  3  34  

Salaries,  limitation  on  — _  15  1 

Salary  of  public  officers 3  35, 35A  6.12 

Salisbury,  County  seat  of  Wicomico  County _..  13  2 

Sanction  of  Bequests  - 38  

Seal  of  the  State  (See  Great  Seal)  38  

Searches  and  seizures,  warrants  26  1.05 

Secretary  of  State  (See  Executive;  Governor)  

Appointment,  salary  2  22 

Duties  - 2  23  

Election  returns  for  Governor  sent  to 2  2 

Laws  referred  to  referendum  by 16  2,    3,   5 

Legislature  convened  by _ 2  7  

Self  incrimination.  Bribery  cases 3  50  

Rule  against 22  1.09 

Senate  (See  Legislature)  — 

Separation  of  Powers _ 8  3.01, 4.01,  5.01 

Sheriffs,  elections — qualifications,  term,  bond,  salary,  fees 4  44  

Elections — to  give  notice  of 15  8  

Somerset  and  Worcester  Counties — notice  of  election 13  4  

Slavery  not  to  be  re-established 24 

Slaves,  payment  for  3  37  

Soldiers,  punishable  by  martial  law  32  

Quartered  in  houses 31  -  

Soldiers'  Bonus 3  34  

Somerset  County,  Wicomico  County  to  be  formed  from 13  2-5  

Sovereign  immunity,  when  pleaded  —  9.08 

Sovereignty  of  State 4  

Speaker  of  House  (See  Legislature — House  of  Delegates) 

Speech,  freedom  of 10,40       1.01 

Standing  armies  consent  to 29  

State  Central  Committee,  nomination  for  vacancy  In 

Legislature 3  13  

State  Colleges,  governing  bodies  - 8.02 

State  Comptroller,  accounts  of  officers  to  be  Inspected  by 15  1 

Attorney  General — to  write  opinions  for 5  3  

Board  of  Public  Works — member 12  1 

Board  of  Review,  member  of 4.25 

Charges  against;  hearing  6  6  

Commissioner  of  the  Land  Office — report  to 7  4  

Duties  6  2  4.20 

Election,  term,  salary,  office,  vacancy 6  1,   5  4.22 

Governor  to  examine  accounts 2  18  

Qualifications 4.21 

Salary 6  1  4.24 

Tie  vote,  election  provided .-  4.23 

Treasurer's  accounts  rendered  to;  Inspections  . . 6  4  

State  Librarian,  office  abolished 7  3  

Term  of  office  15  9  

State  Pension  Commissioner  abolished _    3  59  

State  Roads  Commission,  condemnation  of  property  for 4  40B  

State  Treasurer,  accounts  rendered  to  comptroller;  published....    6  4  

Board  of  Public  Works — member 12  1  

Charges  against;  hearing  6  6  

Duties 6  3,   4  

Election,  term,  salary,  office,  vacancy 6  1,   5  

Excess  fees  of  officers  paid  to 15  1  

Governor  to  examine  accounts 2  18  

State's  Attorney — Attorney  General,  to  write  opinions  for. 5  3  

Baltimore  City— Deputy,  etc. 5  9  

Collections;  surety  bond 5  12  

Duties;  salaries,  fees  5  9  4.35 

Election — returns  4  11 

Term,  removal 5  7,   8  4.35 

Office  continued 4.35 

Qualifications 5  10  

Vacancy;  filled  by  judge 5  11 
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Superior  Court  (See  under  Courts) 

Supplementary  Appropriation  Bills 

Item  veto  

Support  orders,  not  debts 

Supreme  Bench  (See  Courts) 

Surety  Bonds  (See  Bonds — Surety)  

Surveyor,  election,  term,  duties,  vacancy,  etc 7  2 

Worcester  County — run  Wicomico  County  line 13  3 

Suspension  of  criminal  sentences 3  60 


1867 

Constitution 

1968 

Constitution 

Art. 

Sec. 

Sec. 

3 
3 

52 
38   " 

6.15,  6.16 

4.14 

1.12 

Taxation,  exemptions,  how  made 6.05 

General  principles  of  -— 15  6.01-6.05 

Laws,  not  subject  to  referendum —  2.10 

Personal  property;  mortgages  3  51  

Powers  of  local  government 6.02 

Taxes,  collection — special  law  not  to  be  passed 3  33  

Taxing  Power  vested  in  Legislature  14  6.01 

Terms  of  office — quadrennial  elections 17  1,    3,   4,   8  2.08 

When  to  begin 15  9  4.30 

Titles  not  to  be  granted 42  

Towns  (See  Municipal  Corporations)  

Treasurer  (See  State  Treasurer)  

Treasury  Department  (See  State  Comptroller;  State 

Treasurer)  

Trial  by  jury  (See  Juries) 

Trial  of  facts,  right  to 20  

Trial  Magistrates  (See  Courts — Justices  of  the  Peace) 

United  States — Baltimore  Redevelopment  Commission — 

loans  to  - 

Constitution — supreme  law  of  State 

Donations,  etc.,  from  

Intergovernmental  cooperation  9.09 

Officers  of,  may  not  serve  In  Legislature 


Reserved  powers  doctrine 

Slaves — compensation  to  be  obtained  for 

Voting  by  residents  of  enclaves 2.04 

Urban  renewal  projects  

Usury;  legal  rate  of  interest  


IIB 

1 

2 

3 

46 

3 

id" 

3 

3 

37 

3 

61  " 

3 

57 

Venue;  transfer  - 4  8  1.08 

Vetoes  (See  Governor — Veto) 
Voters  (See  Elections)  


Warrants — special;  general  26 1.05 

Washington  Suburban  Sanitary  Commission,  condemnation  In 

Prince  George's  County  '^  40C  

Wicomico  County,  duties  and  obligations  of  inhabitants 13              2-5  

Elections  in 13              4  

First  Judicial  Circuit  13               5  _ 

Formation;  boundaries;  county  seat;  rights  of  inhabitants.—  13              2-5  

Wife;  property  protected  from  husband's  debts 3  43  

Wills  not  to  be  validated  by  special  act 3  33  

Witness,  Bribery  cases  3  50  

Race  or  color  not  to  disqualify 3  53  

Religious  belief  not  to  make  incompetent 36  

Right  to  be  confronted  by  and  to  examine 

in  criminal  cases 21  1.07 

Self-incrimination  in  criminal  cases  22  1.09 

Worcester  County,  Wicomico  County  to  be  formed  from __  13              2-5  

Writs— form  4  13 

Yeas  and  nays  (See  Legislature)  
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